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King had hitherto, during the course of 
-*• the war, obtainect many advantages over the 
’■arliament, and had raised I'imself* from that low 
condition into which he had at first fallen, to be 
nearly upon an equal footing with his adversa- 
ries. Yorkshire, and all the northern counties, 
were reduced by the Marquis of Newcastle ; and, 
excepting Hull, the parliament was master of no 
garrison in these quarters. In the west, Plymouth 
alone, having been in vain besieged by Prince 
Maurice, resisted the King’s authority: And had 
it not been for the disappointment in the enterprise 
of Gloucester, the royal garrisons had reached, 
XTiL. VII. « - without 
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without •idteiTiiption'j'froih oiie end" ^.the kingdom to 
the othdlN,;. aiid had, oc^piedo a greater extent of 
ground t^an tliose. of the pai^iammit. Many of the 
royalists flattered themselves that the same vigo- 
rous spirit which had elevated them to the present 
height of power, would still favour their progress, 
and obtain them a final victory over their enemies : 
But those who judged mpre soundly observed, that 
besides the accession of the whole Scottish nation to 
the^rde the parliament, the very principle on 
M'^hich the royUl successes had been founded was 
every dayaequired, more and more, by the oppo- 
site party. The King’s troops, full of gentry and 
nobility, ha^e.ye>’‘’2d a valou .‘;u|)erior to their ene- 
mies, and had hitherto been succes.sful in almost 
every rencounter : .But, in proportion as the whole 
nation became warlike by the continuance of civil 
discords, this advantage was more equally shared ; 
and superior numbers, it was expected, must at 
length obtain the victory. The King's troops also, 
ill paid, and (J«stitutc of every necessary, could not 
possibly^be retained in equal discipline with the par- 
liamentary forces, to whom all supplies were fur- 
nished from urexhausted stores and treasures. “ The 
severity of manners, so much attbeted by these 
zealous religionists, assisted their military'’ insti- 
tutions ; and the rigid inflexibility of character by 
which the austere reformers of.church and state were 
distinguished, enabled the parliamentary chiefs to 
restrain their soldiers within stricter rules and more 
exact order. And while the King’s officers indulged 
themselves even in greater licences than those to 
which, during times of peace, they had been accus- 
tomed, they were apt, both to neglect their mili- 
tary duty, and to set a pernicious example of dis- 
order to the soldiers under their command. 


*■* Rushworth, vol. vi. p. 560. 

At 
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At the commencement of the civil war all chap 
Englishmen, who served abroad, were invited over, LVii. 
a*d treated with extraordinary K:spect: And most 
of them, bQing descended of good families, and, by 
reason of their absence, unacquainted with the new 
principles which depressed the dignity of the crown, 
had inlisted under the royal standard. But it is 
observable that, though the military profession rc- 
cpiires great genius and long experience in^the 
principal commanders, all its subordjijatb ‘ duties 
may be discharged by ordinary talents, and from 
superficial practice. Citizens and cougtry.gcntle*- 
men soon became excellent office rst and the gene- 
rals of greatest fame and fcapaclt^ IjE^encd, all of 
them, to spring up on the side of the parliament. 

The courtiers and* great nobility ,*in the other party, 
checked the growth of*any extraordinary genius 
among the subordinate officers ; and every man 
there, as in a regular established government, was 
confined to the station which his Ijirth had placed 
him. • * 

The King, that he might make preparations, 
during winter, for the ensuing campaign, summoned 
to t)xford all the nurmbers of either house, who ad- 
hered, to his interests ; and endeavoured to avail 
himself of the name of parliament, so passionately 
cherished by the English nation.'' The house of 
peers was pretty full and besides the nobility em- 
ployed in different parts of jEhe kingdom, it con- 
tained twice as many members as commonly voted 
' at Westminster. The house of commons consisted 
of about 140; which amounted not to above half 
of the other house of commons.' , 

So extremely light had government hitherto lain 
• upoTt.the people, that the very name of excise was 
unknown to them ; and among other evils arising 
from these domestic wars, was the introduction of 


Hush. vol. vi. p. 559. 


Idem, p. 506. 574, 575. 
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that impost into England. The parliament at West- 
minster having voted an excise on beer, wine, and 
other comraoditie,s ; those at Oxford imitated l^e 
example, and conferred that revenue on the King. 
And, in order to enable him the better to recruit 
his army, they granted him the sum of 100,000 
pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the sub- 
ject. The King circulated privy-seals, counter- 
signed by the speakers of both houses, requiring the 
loau-^f, -particular sums from such persons as lived 
within l^tTquJc^ters.*' Neither party had as yet got 
above the pedantry of reproaching their antagonists 
with these illegal measures. 

The Wes^in^ter parkivmcnt passed a whimsical 
ordinance, <5om'rafanding all the inhabitants of Lon- 
don and the neigjibourhood to retrench a meal a 
Aveek ; and to pay the value of it for the support 
of the public cause.'" It is easily imagined, that 
provided the money were paid, they troubled them- 
selves but little about the execution of their ordi- 


nance. ». 

SircH.was the King’s situation, that, in order to 
restore peace to the nation, he had no occasion to 
demand any .other terms than the restoring*' of 
the laws and constitution ; the replacing him in 
the same rights which had ever been chjoyed 
by his predecessors ; and the re-establishing, on 
its ancient basis, the whole frame of government, 
civil as well as^ecclealastical. And, that he might 
facilitate an end seemingly so desirable, he offered 
to employ means equally popular, an universal act 
of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender 
consciences. Nothing, therefore, could contribute 
more to his intel’csts than every discourse of peace, 
and every discussion of the conditions upon which 
that blessing could be obtained. For this reason, 
he solicited a treaty on all occasions, and desired a 
conference and mutual examination of pretensions. 

Rush. \ol. vi. p. 590. Dugdale, p,119. Rush. vol. vi.p. 740. 

even 
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even when he entertained no hopes that any CR a p. 
conclusion could possibly result from it. 
i>FoR like reasons, the parliamentprudently avoided, 1544, 

as much as possible, all advances towards negotiation, 
and were cautious not to expose too easily to cen- 
sure those high terms, which their apprehensions or 
their ambition made them previously demand of the 
King. Though their partisans were blinded with 
the thickest veil of religious prejudices, they dreaded 
to bring their pretensions to the test, or lay them 
open before the whole nation. In (Jj^position to the 
sacred authority of the laws, to the venerable pre*- 
cedents of many ages, the.populitr leaders were 
ashamed to plead notliiii^’but fcq^s a%(^ jealousies, 
which were not avowed by the constitution, and for 
which neither thd personal character of Charles, so 
full of virtue, nor his situation, so deprived of all 
independent authority, seemed to atford any reason- 
able foundation. Grievances which had been fully 
redressed; powers, cypher legal or illegal, which had 
been entirely renounced ; it seeiifed jjapopular, and 
invidious, and ungrateful, any farther to insist'on. 

JjiK King, that he might abate the universal 
veneration paid ter the name of parliament, liad 
issuetl a declarS.lion, in which he set forth all the 
tumuits by which himself and his partisans in both 
houses had been driven from London ; and he 
thence inferred, that. the assembly at Westminster 
was no longer a free parliament, and till its liberty 
were restored, was entitled to no authority. As 
this declaration was an obstacle to all treaty, some 
contrivance sdemed requisite, in order to elude it. 

A LETTER was Written in the foregoing spring, 
to the Earl of Essex, and subscribecl by the Prince, 
the J)uke of York, and fortyrthree noblemen.^ 

They there exhort him to be an instrument of 

» 

^ Cliircudon, vol. iii. p. 442. Rush, vol.vi. p. 566. Whitlocke, p. 77, 

restoring 
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restoring peace, and to promote that happy end 
wit^h those by whom he was employed. Essex, 
though much disgusted with the parliament, thou^Ji 
apprehensive of the extremities to which they were 
driving, though desirous of any reasonable accommo- 
dation ; yet was still more resolute to preserve an 
honourable fidelity to the trust reposed in him. He 
replied, that as the paper sent him neither contained 
any address to the two houses of parliament, nor any 
acknojvlqdgement of their authority, he could not 
commuilk;e-te_LL.to them. Like proposals had been 
reiterated by the King, during the ensuing cam- 
paign, and vtillpiet with a like answer from Essex.® 
In order to make a nqw trial for a treaty, the 
King, this s|^ring>,' ^sent another letter, directed to 
the lords and commons of parliament assembled at 
Westminster: But as he. also mentioned, in the 
letter, the lords and commons of parliament assem- 
bled at Oxford, and declared that his scope and in- 
tention lyas to make provision that all the members 
of both houses might securely meet in a full and 
free assembly the parliament, pci'ceiving the con- 
clusion in'iplied, refused all treaty upon such terras.*' 
And the King, who knew what small hopes there 
were of accomimodation, would not abandon the 
pretensions which he had assumed ; nor acknow- 
ledge the two houses, more expressly, for a free 
parliament. 

This winter the famous Fym died; a man as 
much hated by one party, as respected by the other. 
At London he was considered as the victim to 
national liberty, who had abridged bis life by in- 
cessant labours for the interests of his country : ‘ 
At Oxford he was believed to have been struck \vUh 

an uncommon disease, and to have been consnmed 

^ - 

Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 444, Rush. vul. vi. p. 569, 570. Whitlocke, 
p. 94. . ’’ Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 449. Whitlocike, b. 79. 

abid*:p. 66. • 


with 
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with vermin; as a mark of divine vengeance, for 
his multiplied crimes and treasons. He had been 
little studious of improving his private fortune 
in those civil wars of which he h*ad been one prin- 
cipal author, that the parliament thought them^ 
selves obliged, from gratitude, to pay the debts 
which he had contracted. We now return to the 
military operations, which, during the winter, were 
carried on with vigour in several places, notwith- 
standing the severity of the season. . -- 

Tiir: forces brought from Ireland were landed at 
Mostyne, in North Wales ; and being put under the 
command of Lord Biron, they besieged dhd took the 
castles of Hawarden, Bepaton, Acton,^nd Dedding- 
ton-house. ‘ No place in ChesHild, ot the neigh- 
bourhood, now adhered to the parliament, except 
Nantwich : And to this town Biron* laid siege dur- 
ing the depth of winter. Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
alarmed at so eonsiderable a progress of the royalists, 
assembled an army of 4000 men in Yorkshire, and, 
having joined Sir Wflliam Brereton,,was approach- 
ing to the camp of the enemy. Biron and liis sol- 
diers, elated with successes obtained in Ireland, had 
entertained the mgst profound contempt for the 
parliamentary forces ; a disposition which, if con- 
fined Jto the army, may be regarded as a good pre- 
sage of victory ; but, if it extend to the general, is 
the most probable forerunner of a defeat. Fairfax 
suddenly attacked thh camp of th^ royalists. The 
swelling of the river, by a thaw, divided one part 
of the army from the other. That part exposed to 
Fairfax, being beaten from their post, retired into 
the church of Acton, and were all taken prisoners : 
The other retreated with precipitation.'" And thus 
was ■ dissipated, or rendered useless, that body of 


k Journ. 13th of February, 1013. ‘ Hush. vol. vi. p. 299. 

™Ibid.p.301. • 
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forces which had been drawn from Ireland ; and 
the parliamentary party revived in those north-west 
counties of England. ( 

The invasion from Scotland was attended with 
consequences of much greater importance. The 
Scots, having summoned in vain the town of New- 
castle, which was fortified by the vigilance of Sir 
Thomas Glenham, passed the Tyne, and faced the 
Marquis of Newcastle, who lay at Durham, with an 
arnly of -14,000 men." After some military ope- 
rations, in which that nobleman reduced the enemy 
to difficulties for forage and provisions, he received 
intelligence ofca great disaster which had befallen 
his forces in YorksJttire. fQolonel Bellasis, whom he 
had left wim a Tionsiderable body of troops, was 
totally routed at S,elby by Sir Thomas Fairfax, who 
had returned ’from Cheshire with his victorious 
forces.* Afraid of being inclosed between two 
armies, Newcastle retreated ; and Leven havir^ 
joined Lord Fairfax, they sat down before York, to 
which the ari^y o£ the royalis’ts had retired. But 
as the parliamentary and Scottish forces were not 
numerous enough to invest so large a town, divided 
by a river, they contented theipselves with incota-* 
moding it by a loose blockade ; and aff airs remained, 
for some time, in suspense between these opposite 
armies, p 

During this winter and spring, other parts of 
the kingdom h,ad also been' infested with war. 
Hopton, having assembled an army of 14,000 men, 
endeavoured to break into Sussex, Kent, and the 
southern association, which seemed well disposed 
to receive him. Waller fell upon him at Chering- 
ton, and gave him a defeat, of considerable im- 
portance. In another quarter, siege- being laid 


» Rush. vol. vi. p. 615. " Idem, ibid. p. 618. 

P ^dem,ibid. p. 620, <i 29th of March, 
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♦ 

to Newark, by the parliamentary forces, .Prince 
Rupert prepared himself for relieving a town of such 
consequence, which alone preserved the communi- 
cation open between the King’s southern and 
northern qdarters/ With a small force, but that 
animated by his active courage, he broke through 
the enemy, relieved the town, and totally dissipated 
that army of the parliament. ’ 

♦But though fortune seenied to have divided her 
favours between the parties, the King found .himself, 
in the main, a considerable loser .by this winter- 
campagin ; and he prognosticated a still worse event 
from the ensuing summer. The preparaftons of the’ 
parliament were great, aqdjnilch exce^ed the slen- 
der resources of which he was p^Sc^d. In the 
eastern association, they levied fourteen thousand 
men, under the Earl of Manchester’ seconded by 
Cromwell. ‘ An army of ten thousand men, under 
Essex, another of nearly the same force under 
Waller, were assembled in the neighbourhood of 
London. The formei* was destiijed Jto oppose the 
King ; the latter was ’appointed to march int» the 
west, where Prince Maurice, with a small army 
whith went continually to decay, was spending his 
time in vain before Lyme, an inconsiderable town 
upon the sea-coast. The utmost efforts of the King 
could not raise above ten thousand men at Oxford ; 
and on their sword chiefly, during the campaign, 
were these to depend for subsistence. 

The Queen, terrified with* the dangers which 
• every way environed her, and afraid of being en- 
closed in Oxford, in the middle of the kingdom, 
fled to Exeter, where she hoped to be delivered un- 
molested of the child with which she was now preg- 
nant, and whence she had the means of an easy 
escap’e into France, if pressed by the forces of the 

' Hush. vol. vi p. 306. '* 2lst of March. 

‘ Kush. vol. vi. p. 621. 
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CHAP, enemy. She knew the implacable hatred which the 
parliament, on account of her religion and her credit 
1644. along borne her. Last summer 

the commons had sent up to the peers an impeach- 
ment of high treason against her ; because, in his 
utmost distresses, she had assisted her husband with 
arms and ammunition, which she had bought in 
Holland. " And had she fallen into their hands, 
neither her sex, she knew, nor high station, could 
protect .her against insults, at least, if not danger, 
from those haughty republicans, who so little affected 
to conduct themselves by the maxims of gallantry 
and politefiess«> 

Fkom tha< beginning, of these dissensions, the 
parliament, “it is remarkable, had, in all things, 
assumed an extre^ie ascendant over their sovereign, 
and had displayed aviolenee, and arrogated an autho- 
rity, which, on his side, would not have been com- 
patible either with his temper or his situation. While 
he spoke perpetually of pardoning all rebels ; they 
talked of noticing* but the punishment of delinquents 
and malignants : While he ottered a toleration and 
indulgence to tender consciences ; they threatened 
the utter extirpation of prelacy^: To his professions 
of lenity, they opposed declarations of rigour : And 
the more the ancient tenor of the laws incul6ated a 
respectful subordination to the crown, the more 
careful were they, by their lofty pretensions, to 
cover that defeet under which they laboured. 

The 1 11 great advantages in the north seemed to 
second their ambition, and finally to promise them 
success in their unwarrantable enterprises. Manches- 
ter, having taken Lincoln, had united his army to 
that of Leven and Fairfax ; and York was now closely 
besieged by their combined forces. That town, 
though vigorously defended by Newcastle, wSs re- 
duced to extremity ; and the parliamentary generals. 


'* vol, vi.* p. 321 . 


after 
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after enduring great losses and fatigues, flattered 
themselves that all their labours would at last be 
cro^i^ned by this important conquesjt. On a sudden, 
they were alarmed by the approach of Prince Rupert. 
This gallant ’commander, having vigorously exerted 
himself in Lancashire and Cheshire, had collected a 
considerable army ; and joining Sir Charles Lucas, 
who commanded Newcastle’s horse, hastened to the 
relief of York, with an army of 20,000 men. The 
Scottish and parliamentary generals raised the siege, 
and, drawing up on Marston-moor, purposed to give 
battle to the royalists. Prince Rupert approached, 
the town by another quarter,, and, interposirtg the 
river Ouse between him, and the ei^my, safely 
joined his forces to those of Newcastle. The Mar- 
quis endeavoured to persuade hitp, that, having so 
successfully eftected his purpose, he* ought to be 
content with the present advantages, and leave the 
enemy, now much diminished by their losses, and 
discouraged by their ill success, to dissolve by those 
mutual dissensions which had begun take place 
among them. " The Prince, whose martiaj dispo- 
sition was not sufficiently tempered with prudence, 
nor Softened by coinplaisance, preteyding positive 
orders from the 'King, without deigning to consult 
with N%wcastle, whose merits and services deserved 
better treatment, immediately issued orders for bat- 
tle, and led out the army to Marston-moor. * This 
action was obstinately* disputed between the most 
numerous armies that were enga’ged during the course 
•of these wars ; nor were the forces on each side 
much diflerent in number. Fifty thousand British 
troops were led to mutual slaughter ; and the victory 
seemed long undecided between thefti. Prince Ru- 
pert, who commanded the right-wing of the royalists. 


'^Life of the Duke of Newcastle, p. 40. 
vol. V. p, 506. 


^ Clarendon, 
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CHAP, was opposed to Cromwell^, who conducted the 
choice troops of the parliament, inured to danger, 
1644. under that determined leader* animated by zeal, rnd 
confirmed by the most rigid discipline. After a 
sharp combat, the cavalry of the royalists gave way ; 
and such of the infantry as stood next them were 
likewise borne down and put to flight. Newcastle’s 
regiment alone, resolute, to conquer or to perish, ob- 
stinately kept their ground, and maintained, by their 
dead bodies, the same order in which they had at 
first been ranged. In the other wing. Sir Thomas 
, Fairfax an^ Colonel Lambert, with some troops, broke 
through the royalists; and transported by the ardour 
of pursuit,/‘jOoi^ reached, their victorious friends, 
engaged also in pursuit of the enemy. But after that 
tempest was pasty Lucas, who commanded the roya- 
lists in this wing, restoring’ order to his broken forces, 
made a furious attack on the parliamentary cavalry, 
threw tiiem into disorder, pushed them u])on their 
own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. 
When ready rto seize on their.carriages and baggage*; 
he pfircoived Cromwell, who was now returned from, 
pursuit of the other wing. Both sides were not a 
little surprised to find that they .must a, gain renew* the 
combat for that victory which each' of them Thought 
they had already obtained. The front of the^ battle 
was now exactly counterchanged ; and each army 
occupied the ground which had been possessed by 
the enemy at the beginning of the day. This second 
battle was equally furious and desperate with the 
first : But after the utmost efforts of courage by 
both parties, victory wholly turned to the side of the 
parliament. The Prince’s train of artillery was taken ; 
and his whole army pushed off the field of battle.* 
-This event was in itself a mighty blow tp the 
King ; but proved more fatal in its consequences. 


y Kush, part iii. vol, li. p. 633. 
VVhitlocke, ]>, 89. 


^ Kush* vol. vi. p. 632. 
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The Marquis of Newcastle was entirely lost to'tho 
royal cause. That nobleman, the ornament of the 
court and of his order, had been engaged, contrary 
to fSie natural bent of hisdispositioh, into these mili- 
tary operations, merely by a high sense of honour, 
and a personal .regard to his master. The dangers 
of war were disregarded by his valour ; but its fa- 
tigues were oppressive to his natural indolence. 
Munificent and generous iniiis expense ; polite and 
elegant in his taste ; courteous and humang in his 
behaviour ; he brought a great accession of friends 
and of credit to the party which he embraced. But 
amidst all the hurry of action, his intjJinaVions were ’ 
secretly drawn to the soft arts ‘of peace, in which he 
took delight ; and the chdrnis of pcietr^music, and 
conversation, often stole him from his rougher occu- 
pations. He chose Sir William Havenant, an inge- 
nious poet, for his lieutenant-general : The other 
persons, in whom he placed confidence, were more 
the instruments of his refined pleasures, than qua- 
lified for the business •which they undertook : And 
the severity and application, requisite fB the su):y)ort 
of discipline, were qualities in which he was ’entirely 
waivting.^' 

‘When Princq Ru’pert, contrary fo his advice, 
resolved bn this battle, and issued all orders, with- 
out communicating liis intentions to him, he took 
the field, but, he said, merely as a volunteer ; and, 
except by his personal courage, which shone out 
with lustre, he had no share in the action. Enraged 
. to find that all his successful labours were rendered 
abortive by one act of fatal temerity, terrified with 
the prospect of renewing his pains and fatigue, he 
resolved no longer to maintain the* few resources 
which reinained to a desperate cause, and thought 
that the same regard to honour, which had at first 
called him to arms, now required him to abandon a 

• 

^ Clarendon, vol. v. p, 507, 508. See Warwick. 
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CHAP, party, where he met with such unworthy treatment. 
LVii. i^ext morning early he sent word to the Prince that 
he was instantly tp leave the kingdom; and, witljput 
delay, he went to Scarborough, where he found a 
vessel, which carried him beyond sea. During the 
ensuing years, till the Restoration, die lived abroad 
in great necessity, and saw, with indifference, his 
opulent fortune sequestered by those who assumed 
the government of England. He disdained, by sub- 
mission, or composition, to show obeisance to their 
usurped authority ; and the least favourable censors 
of his merit allowed, that the fidelity and services of 
a whole life had sufficiently atoned for one rash 
action into wliich his passion had betrayed him.'* 

Pri NCE RupEiiiT, with equal precipitation, drew 
off the remains of^his army, and -retired into Lanca- 
shire. Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to 
July 16. surrender York ; and he marched out his garrison 
with all the honours of war." Lord Fairfax, re- 
maining in the city, established his government in 
that whole county, and sent 'a thousand horse into 
Lan»ashire, to join with the parliamentary forces m 
that quarter, and attend the motions of Prince Ru- 
pert : The Scottish army matched northwards, in 
order to join the Earl of Calender, who was advano*- 
ing with ten thousand additional forces'*; and to 
reduce the town of Newcastle, which they took by 
storm : The Earl of Manchester, wdth Cromwell, to 
whom the fama of this great victory was chiefly 
ascribed, and who wJls wounded in the action, re- 
turned to the eastern association, in order to recruit 
his army.' 

While these events passed in the north, the King’s 
affairs in the soifth were conducted with more success 
and greater abilities. Ruthven, a Scotchmaiv. who. 


« lUish. vol. vi. p. 633- 
Rush, vol vi. p. 041. 


•' Clarendon, vol. v. p. 511. 
Whitlockc;, p. ^8. 
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had been created Earl of Brentford, acted under the 
King, as general. 

The parliament soon completed, their two armies 
commanded^by Essex and Waller. The great zeal 
of the city facilitated this undertaking. Many 
speeches were made to the citizens by the parlia- 
mentary leaders, in order to excite their ardour. 
Hollis, in particular, exhorted them not to spare, 
or? this important occasion, either their purses, their 
persons, or their prayers and, in general, itmust be 
confessed, they were sufficiently liberal’ in all these 
contributions. The two generals had orders to march, 
with their combined armies towards* Oxford ; and, 
if the King retired into that city, Jsi|[ siege to it, 
and by one enterprise put a period to the war. The 
King, leaving a nuftierous garrisomin Qxford, passed 
with dexterity between the two armies, which had 
taken Abingdon and had inclosed him on 'both 
sides.® He marched towards Worcester; and Waller 
received orders from Essex to follow him and watch 
his motions ; while be himself /nar«lied into the 
west in quest of Prince Maurice. Waller Jiad ap- 
proached within two miles of the royal camp, and 
was* only separated 4roin it by the Severn, when 
he received intelligence that the King was advanced 
to Bewdley, and had directed his course towards 
Shrewsbury. In order to prevent him. Waller pre- 
sently dislodged, and^ hastened by quick marches 
to that town ; while the King, suddenly returning 
upon his own footsteps, reached Oxford ; and having 
’ reinforced his army from that garrison, now in 
his turn marched out in quest of Waller. The 
two armies faced each other at Cropredy-bridge 
near Banbury ; but the Charwell ran between them. 
•Next,day the King decamped, and inarched towards 
Daventry. Waller ordered a considerable detach- 
ment to pass the bridge, with an intention of 

* Rush. vol. vi. p. 662. ^ 3d of June. 
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falling on the rear of the royalists. He was re- 
pulsed, routed, and pursued with considerable loss." 
Stunned and disheartened with this blow, his arpty 
decayed and melted away by desertion; and the 
King thought he might safely leave it, and march 
westward'against Essex. That general, having ob- 
liged Prince Maurice to raise the siege of Lyme, 
having taken Weymoutb and Taunton, advanced 
still in his conquests, and met with no equal oppo- 
sition. •The King followed him, and having rein- 
forced his afmy from all quarters, appeared in the 
field with an army superior to the enemy. Essex 
retreating into Cornwall, informed the parliament of 
his danger, a/d desired them to send an army, which 
might fall on the^King’s rear. General Middleton 
received a cqmmission to execute that service ; 
but came too late. Essex's army, cooped up in a 
narrow corner at Lestithicl, deprived of all forage 
and provisions, and seeing no prospect of succour, 
wasreduccdto the last extremity. The King pressed 
them on on^ sicte ; Prince jVlaurice on another ; 
Sir Richard Granville on a third. Essex, Robarts,‘ 
and some of the principal officers, escaped in a boat 
to Plymouth Balfour with his horse passed the 
King’s out-posts, in a thick mist, 'and got^safel^ 
to the garrisons of his own party. The foot undef 
Skippon were obliged to surrender their arms, ar- 
tillery, baggage, and ammunition ; and being con- 
ducted to the parliament’s quarters, were dismissed;, 
By this advantage, wfiich was much boasted of, the 
King, besides the honour of the enterprise, obtained 
what he stood extremely in need of : The parlia- 
ment, having preserved the men, lost whai they 
could easily repair.* * 

No sooner did this intelligence reach Mifidon, 
than the committee of the two kingdoms voted 

Rush. vol. vL p. 676? Clarendon, vol, v. p. 497. Sir Ed. Walker, 
p, 3|U ‘ Kush. vol. vi. p. 699, &c. Whitlockc, p, 98. Clarendon, 

p. 524, 525. Sir Edw. Walker, p. 69, 70, &c. 

thanks 
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thanks to Essex lor his fidelity, oourage, and cdn- 
duct ; and this method of proceeding, no less politic 
tli|^n magnanimous, was preserve4 by the parliament 
throughout the whole course of the war. Equally 
indulgent to their friends and rigorous to their ene- 
mies, they employed, with success, these two power- 
ful engines of reward and punishment, in confir- 
mation of their authority. ^ 

• That the King might have less reason to exult in 
.the advantages which he had obtained in the west, 
the parliament opposed to him very nunterous forces. 
Having armed anew Essex’s subdued, but not dis- 
heartened troops, they ordered Mancliestcr and 
Cromwell to march witlu their recruit^jjl forces from 
the eastern association; and, joinihg their armies to 
those of Waller ai«l Middleton, ag well as of Essex, 
offer battle to the King. • Charles chose his post at 
Newbury, where the parliamentary armies, under 
the Earl of Manchester, attacked him with great 
vigour ; and that town was a second time the scene 
of the bloody animosjties of the»En§^ish. Essex’s 
soldiers, exhorting one another to re|>^ir • their 
broken honour, and revenge the disgrace of Lesti- 
thibl, made an impf;tuous assault oq the royalists ; 
and having recovered some of their cannon, lost in 
Coru^^all, could not forbear embracing them with 
tears ^of joy. Though the King’s troops defoided 
themselves with valour, they were overpowered by 
numbers; and the niglit came very seasonably to their 
relief, and prevented a total’ overthrow. Charles, 
leaving his baggage and cannon in Dennington- 
castle, near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Wal- 
lingford, and thence to Oxford. There Prince 
Rupert and the Earl of Northam|>ton joined him, 
. with considerable bodies of cavalry. Strengthened 
by tins reinforcement, he ventured to advance to- 
wards the enemy, now employed before Dennington- 
castle.'‘ Essex, detained by sickness, had not joined 

^ Rush. vol. vi. p.72l, &c. 
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CHAP, the army since his misfortune in Cornwall. Man- 

‘ Chester, who commanded, though his forces were 

much superior to„those of the King, declined *an 
engagement, and rejected Cromwell’s advice, who 

9th Nov. earnestly pressed him not to neglect so favourable 
an opportunity of finishing the war. The King’s 
army, by bringing off their cannon from Denning- 
ton-castle, in the face of the enemy, seemed to have 
sufficiently repaired the honour which they had lost 
at Newbury; and Charles, having the satisfaction 
to excite, between Manchester and Cromwell, equal 
animositi^ with those which formerly took place 
between EssexT and Waller', distributed his army 
into winter-q^rters. ' * 

23d Nov. Those contests among the parliamentary gene- 
rals, which had disturbed their military operations, 
were renewed in London during the winter season ; 
and each being supported by his own faction, their 
mutual reproaches and accusations agitated the whole 
city and parliament. There had long prevailed, 
in that party a secret distinction, which, though 
the di'ead of the King’s power had hitherto Op- 
pressed it, yet, in proportion as the hopes of’luc- 
cess became nearer and more immediate, begar^a 
discover itself with high contest and tinimosity. Th'ife 
Independents, who had, at first, taken shelter and 
concealed themselves under the wings of the "Piies- 
jBVTERi ANS, now evidently appeared a distinct party, 
and betrayed voy different views and preterii^bns. 
We must here endeavour to explain the genius of 
this party, and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy 
the scene of action. 


Rise and 
character 
of the In- 
depend- 
ents. 


URiNG those times, when the enthusiastic spirit 
with such honour and encouragement, and was 
thi immediate means of distinction and prefernxent, • 
it was impossible to set bounds to these hply fer- 
vours, % confine, within any natural limitis, what 


' Rush, vol. vii, p. 1. 
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was directed towards an infinite and a supernatural 
object. Every man, as prompted by the warmth of 
hi#temper, excited by einulatioiv or supported by 
his habits of hypocrisy, endeavoured to distinguish 
himself beyond his fellows, and to arrive at a higher 
pitch of saintship and perfection. In proportion to 
its degree of fanaticism, each sect became dangerous 
and destructive; and as tiie independents went a 
note higher than the presbyterians, they could hess 
be restrained within any bounds of temper and mo- 
deration. From this distinction, as from a first prin- 
ciple, were derived, by a necessary consijquepce, all 
the other differences of these two se2ts. 

The independents rejetfed all epol^iastical esta- 
blishments, and would admit of no spiritual courts, 
no government among pastors, Ao interposition of 
the magistrate in religious concerns, no fixed en- 
couragement annexed to any system of doctrines or 
opinions. According to their principles, each con- 
gregation, united volvntarily and by spiritual ties, 
composed, within itself, a separate cMirch, and ex- 
ercised a jurisdiction, but one destitute of tem'poral 
sanctions, over its own pastor and its own members. 
The election alone of the congregation was sufficient 
to bestow the sacerdotal character; and as all essen- 
tial distinction was denied between the laity and 
the clergy, no ceremony, no institution, no voca- 
tion, no imposition of hands, was, as in all other 
churches, supposed requisite ,to cohvey a right to 
holy orders. The enthusiasm of the presbyterians 
led them to reject the authority of prelates, to throw 
off the restraints of liturgies, to retrench ceremonies, 
to limit the riches and authority bf,the priestly of- 
fice : The fanaticism of the independents, exalted to 
a higlier pitch, abolished ecclesiastical government, 
disdained creeds and systems, neglected every cere- 
mony, and confounded all ranks and orders. The 
soldier, the merchant, the mechanic, indulging the 

c 2 fervours 
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CHAP, fervours of zeal, and guided by the ill apses of the 
(: LVii. Spirit^ resigned himself to an inward and superior di- 
rection, and was cgnsecrated, in a manner, by an iga- 
mediate intercourse and communication with heaven. 

The catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had 
justified, upon that principle, their doctrine and prac- 
tice of persecution : The presby terians, imagining 
that such clear and certain tenets as they themselves 
adopted, could be rejected only from a criminal an-d 
pei’tinacious obstinacy, had hitherto gratified, to the 
full, their bigotfed zeal, in a like doctrine and prac- 
tice : The independents, from the extremity of the 
same zeal, were led into the milder principles of tole- 
ration. Thej<i? mind, set afloat in the wide sea of in- 
spiration, could confine itselfwithin no certain limits; 
and the same variations, in which an enthusiast in- 
dulged himself, he was apt, by a natural train of 
thinking, to permit in others. Of all Christian sects 
this was the first, which, during its prosperity, as 
well as its adversity, always adopted the principle of 
toleration ; a*id it» is remarkable tlrat so reasonable 
a doeftriue owed its origin, not to reasoning, but to 
the height of extravagance and fanaticism. 

PoPEUY and, prelacy alone, Mihose genius scented 
to tend towards superstition, were treated by the in- 
dependents with rigour. The doctrines too of fate 
or destiny were deemed by them essential to all re- 
ligion. In these rigid opinions, the whole secta- 
ries, amidst all their other difierences, unanimously 
concurred. 

The political system of the independents kept ’ 
pace with their religious. Not content with con- 
fining to very narrow limits the power of the crown,, 
and reducing thd King to the rank of first magistrate, 
which was the project of the presby terians ; this, 
sect, more ardent in the pursuit of liberty, aspired 
to a total abolition of the monarchy, and even of the 
aristocracy; and" projected an entire equality of 

rank 
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rank and order in a republic, quite free and indepen- chap. 
dent. In consequence of this scheme, they were • 

daclared enemies to all proposal^ for peace, except i64~ 
on such tcg“ms as, they knew, it was impossible to 
obtain ; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, 
in the main, prudent and political, that, whoever 
draws tlic sword against his Sovereign, should throw 
away the scabbard. By terrifying others with the 
f<?ar of vengeance from the oftended Prince, they 
had engaged greater numbers into the opposifion 
against peace, than had adopted their ‘other princi- 
ples with regard to government and religion. An^ 
tlie great success which had, already attended the 
arms of the parliament, and the grealigr, wdiich was 
soon expected, confirmed them s\ill farther in this 
obstinacy. * • 

Siu Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwell, Nathaniel 
Fiennes, and Oliver St. .John, the solicitor-general, 
were regarded as the leaders of the independents. 

The Earl of Essex, disgusted with a war, of which 
he began to foresee .the pernici«iis iconsequenccs, 
adhered to the presbyterians, and promoted every 
rei|^sonable plan oC accommodation. The Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, fond of his rank and dignity, regard- 
ed w^h horror* a scheme which, if it took place, 
would confound himself and his family with the 
lowest in the kingdom. The Earls of’Wai wick and 
Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Waller, 

Hollis^ Massey Whitlockc, Maynard, Glyn, had 
embraced the same sentiment^ In the pai’liament, 
a considerable majority, and a much greater in the 
nation, were attached to the presbyterian party; 
and it was only by cunning and deceit at first, and 
afterwards by military violence, th*at the indepen- 
•dents could entertain any hopes of success. 

The Earl of Manchester, provoked at the impeach- 
ment which the King had lodged against him, had 
long forwarded the war with alaertty ; but being a 
man of humanity and good principles, the view ot 

f rH>-- t *MAK» SHNA MIsSlO., ‘ , public 
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public calamities, and the prospect of a total subver- 
sion of government, began to moderate his ardour, 
and inclined him to promote peace on any safe or 
honourable terms! He was even suspected, in the 
field, not to have pushed to the utmost against the 
King the advantages obtained by the arms of the 
parliament ; and Cromwell, in the public debates, 
revived the accusation, that this nobleman had wil- 


fully neglected, at Dennihgton-castle, a favourable 
opportunity of finishing the war by a total defeat of 
the royalists. 1 showed him evidently,” said 
Cromwell, “ how this success might be obtained ; 


and only desired leave, with ray own brigade of 
“ horse, to charge the K,ing’s army in their retreat ; 
“ leaving it m the Earl’s choice, if he thought pro- 


“ per, to remain neuter with the rest of his forces : 
“ Buti notwithstanding my importunity, he posi- 


“ tively refused his consent ; and gave no other 
“ reason but that, if wo met with a defeat, there 


“ was an end of our pretensions : Wc should all be 
“ rebels and traitprs, and be executed and forfeited 
“ bydavv.”"’ ** 

Manchesteii, byway of recrimination, informed 
the parliament, that at another time, Cromx/ell 
having j)roposed some scheme, to which it seemed 
improbable the parliament would agree, he ihsiste^ 
and said, if/</ Lord, if you will stick firm to honi^t 
men, you shall find yourself at the head of an arnty, 
which shall giv£. law both tir King and parUani^t. 
“ This discourse,” c(Jntinued Manchester, “ made 


“ the greater impression on me, because I knew 
“ the lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep 
“designs; and he has even ventured to tell me,. 
“ that it never ‘would be well with England., till 
“ I were Mr. Montague, and there were ne’er fi 
“ lord or peer in the kingdom.”” So fulh wa^ 
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Cromwell of these republican projects, that not- 
withstanding his habits of profound dissimulation, he 
cojild not so carefully guard his expressions, but that 
sometimes his favourite notions would escape him. 

These Violent dissensions btought matters to 
extremity, and pushed the independents to the exe- 
cution of their designs. The present generals, they 
thought, were more desirous of protracting than 
finishing the war ; and having entertained a scheme 
for preserving still some balance in the conetitutfon, 
they were afraid of entirely subduing the King, and 
reducing him to a condition where he should not be 
entitled to ask any concessions. A r*ew ihodel alone 
of the army could bring Qomplete victory to the par- 
liament, and free the nation front those calamities 
under which it laboured. But, how to efifect this 
project was the difficulty. The authority, as well as 
merits of Essex, was very great with the parliament. 
JVot only he had served them all along with the 
most exact and scrupulous honour : It was, in 
some measure, owin^ to his popularly, that they 
had ever been enabled to levy an army, ,or anake 
* head against the royal cause. Manchester, Warwick, 
anS the, other commanders, had likew,ise great credit 
with the public; nor were there any hopes of pre- 
vailing over them, but by laymg the plan of an 
oblique and artificial attack, which would conceal 
the real purpose of their antagonists. The Scots and 
Scottish commissioners, jealous of ‘the progress of 
the independents, were a new obstacle ; which, with- 
out the iitmost art and subtilty, it would be difficult 
to surmount.” The methods by which this intrigue 
. was conducted, are so singular, and show so fully 
the genius of the age, that we shall give a detail ol 
. thenj, as they are delivered hy Lord Clarendon.*’ 


Idem, ibid. p. 565. 
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A FAST, on the last Wednesday of every month, 
had been ordered by the parliament, at the beginning 
of these commotions ; and their preachers on tjxat 
day were careful to keep alive, by their vehement 
declarations, the popular prejudices entertained 
against the King, against prelacy, and against 
popery. The King, that he might combat the par- 
liament with their own weapons, appointed likewise 
a monthly fast, when the people should be 'instructed 
in ‘the dnties of loyalty and of submission to the 
higher powers; and he chose the second Friday of 
every month for the devotion of the royalists.'' It was 
now proposed snd carried in parliament, by the in- 
dependents, ^at a new and more solemn fast should 
be voted, when* they should implore the Divine as- 
sistance for extricating them from those perplexities 
in which they were at present involved. On that day 
the preachers, after many political prayers, took care 
to treat of the reigning divisions in the parliament, 
and ascribed them entirely to the selhsli ends pursu- 
ed by the mepibers. In the In^hds of those members, 
they^said, are lodged all the considerable commands 
of the army, all the lucrative offices in the eivil ad-* 
ministration: 4nd while the nation is falling C4^cry 
day into poverty, and groans under an insupportable 
load of taxes, these men multiply possession on 
possession, and will, in a little time, be masters of 
all the wealth of the kingdom. That such persons, 
who fatten on 4;he calamities’ of their countKy,®^!! 
ever embrace any effectual measure for bringing 
them to a period, or ensuring final success to the 
war, cannot reasonably be expected. Lingering ex- 
pedients alone will be pursued : And operations in 
the field concufring, in the same pernicious end, 
with deliberations in the cabinet, civil ci3!iBm.o,tion.s. 
will for ever be perpetuated in the natidri. After 


■l•Uushwort^l, vol. vi. p. 304. 
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exaggerating these disorders, the ministers returned 
to their prayers ; and besought the Lord, that he 
wotfld take his own work into his^own hand, and if ' 
the instruments, whom he had hjtherto employed, 
were not worthy to bring to a conclusion so glorious 
a design, that he would inspire others more fit, 
who might perfect what was begun, and, by esta- 
blishing true religion, put, a speedy period to the 
pxiblic miseries. 

On the day subsequent to these devout animad- 
versions, when the parliament met-, a* new spirit 
appeared in the looks of many. Sir Henry Vane, 
told the commons, that if ever GrAi appeared to 
them, it was in the ordioamces of yesterday : That 
as he was credibly informed by ‘many, who had 
been present in different congregations, the same 
lamentations and discmirses, which the godly 
preachers had made before them, had been heard 
in other churches : That so remarkable a concur- 
;rence could proceed only from the immediate 
operation of the Hol*y Spirit: That, he therefore 
entreated them, in vindication of their owiv liohour, 
in consideration of their duty to God and their 
country, to lay aside all private ends, and renounce 
every office attended with profit or advantage : That 
the aSsence of so many members, occupied in 
different employments, had rendered the house ex- 
tremely thin, and diminished the authority of their 
determinations : And ’that he could* not forbear, for 
his own part, accusing himseff as one who enjoyed 
’ a gainful office, that of treasuser of the navy ; and 
though he was possessed of it before the civil com- 
motions, and owed it not to the favour of the parlia- 
ment, yet was he ready to resign it,* and to sacrifice, 

. to the welfare of his teuntry, every consideration of 
private interest and advantage. 

Cromwelc next acted his part, and commended 
the preachers for having dealt witlt them i)lainly and 
impartially, and told them of their errors, of which 

they 
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CHAP, they were so unwilling to be informed. Though 
they dwelt on many things, he said, on which he 
t644. had never ’before reflected ; yet, upon revolying 
them, he could n 6 tbut confess, that, till there were 
a perfect reformation in these particulars, nothing 
which they undertook could possibly prosper. The 
parliament, no doubt, continued he, had done wisely 
on the commencement of the war, in engaging 
several of its members in the most dangerous parts 
of it, and thereby satisfying the nation, that they 
intended to-shqre all hazards with the meanest of the 
people. But affairs are now changed. During the 
‘progress (ft military operations, there have arisen in 
the' parliam^tary a*rinje§ many excellent oflicers 
who are qualified for higher commands than they 
are now possessed of. And though it becomes not 
men engaged in such a cause to put trust in the arm 
of jitsh, yet he could assure them, that their troops 
contained generals fit to command in any enterprise 
in Christendom. The army, indeed, he was sorry to 
say it, did n^ ccyrrespond, b^ its discipline, to the 
merk of the oflicers; nor were there any hopes, tilf 
the present vices and disorders, which prevail among 
the soldiers, were repressed Ijy a new model, Vhat 
their forces would ever be attended* with signal sue^ 
cess in any undertaking. * 

Iisr opposition to this reasoning of the indepen- 
dents, many of the presbyterians showed the incon- 
venience and danger of thd projected alteration. 
Whitlocke, in partidlilar, a man of honour, who 
loved his country, though in every change of go- 
vernment he always adhered to the ruling power, 
said, that besides the ingratitude of discarding, and 
that by fraud and artifice, so many noble persons, 
to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its,, chief 
support ; they would find it extremely difficult to 
supply the place of men, now formed by experience 
to cqmmand and authority: That the rank alone, 
possfs^d !)y such as were members of either house, 

prevented 
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prevented envy, retained the army in obedience, 
and gave weight to military orders : That greater 
confidence might safely be reposed in men of family 
and* fortune, than in mere adventurers, who would 
be apt to entertain separate views'from those which 
were embraced by the persons who employed them: 
That no maxim of policy was more undisputed, than 
the necessity of preserving an inseparable connection 
between the civil and military powers, and of retain- 
ing the latter in strict subordination to the .former : 
That the Greeks and Romans, the wisest and most 
passionate lovers of liberty, had ever intrusted to 
their senators the command of armies, and’had*main-' 
tained an unconquerable je|ilousy of qjl mercenary 
forces : And that such men alone,* wnosc interests 
were involved in those of the public, and who pos- 
sessed a vote in the civil deliberations, would suffi- 
ciently respect the authority of parliament, and 
never could be tempted to turn the sword against 
those by whom it was committed to them/ 

NoTvvrTusxAJSTTiiNG'these reavso^ings, a committee 
was chosen to frame * what was calfed the 
(kuying ordinance, by which the members 'of both 
houses were excluded from all civil and military 
employments, except a few offices which were spe- 
cified,® This ordinance was the subject of great 
debate, and, for a long time, rent the parliament 
and city into factions. But at last, by the preva- 
lence of envy with some ; with others, of false mo- 
desty ; with a great many, of the republican and 
• independent views ; it passed the house of com- 
mons, and was sent to the upper house. The peers, 
though the scheme was, in part, levelled against 
their order ; though aR of them were, at bottom, 
extremely averse to it ; though they even ventured, 
once‘*to reject it; yet possessed so little authority, 
that they durst not persevere in opposing the 

VVhitlockc, p. 114, 115. Hush. vol. vii, p. 6. 
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resolution of the commons ; and they thought it 
better policy, by an unlimited compliance, to ward 
off that ruin which they saw approaching.’ The 
ordinance, therefcre, having passed both houses, 
Essex, Warwick; Manchester, Denbigh, Waller, 
Brereton, and many others, resigned their commands, 
and received the thanks of parliament for their good 
services. A pension of ten thousand pounds a-year 
was settled on Essex. 

'It was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men; 
and Sir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general. ‘ 
It is remarkable, that his commission did not run, 
'like that 8f Essex, in the name of the King and 
parliament, but in tliat pf the parliament alone : 
And the article" Concerning the safety of the King s 
person was omittyd. So much had animosities in- 
creased between the parties." Cromwell, being a 
member of the lower house, should have been dis- 
carded with the others ; but this impartiality would 
have disappointed all the views of those who had in- 
troduced the^clf-^enying ordhrauee. He was saved 
by a»subtilty, and by that political craft, in which 
he was so eminent. At the time when the other 
officers resigned their commissions, care was t^cn 
that he should be sent with a bcxly of horse, to 
relieve Taunton, besieged by the royalists, fiis ab- 
sence being remarked, orders were despatched for 
his immediate attendance in parliament; and the 
new general v^as directed tb employ some other 
officer in that servic'fe. A ready compliance was 
feigned ; and the very day was named, on which, 
it was averred, he would take his place in the house. 
But Fairfax, having appointed a rendezvous of the. 
army, wrote to the parliament, and desired leave to 
retrain, for some days. Lieutenant-general Cromwell, , 
whose advice, he said, would be useful in supplying 

Kush. vol. vii. p. * Whitlocke, p. 118. Kush. vol. vii. p. 7. 
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the place of those officers who had resigned. 
Shortly after, he begged with much earnestness, 
thahthey would allow Cromwell to serve that cam- 
paign. " And thus the indepeiidpnts, though the 
minority, prevailed by art and cunning over the 
presbyterians, and bestowed the whole military au- 
thority, in appearance, upon Fairfax; in reality, 
upon Cromwell. 

Fairfax was a person equally eminent for cou- 
rage and for humanity ; and though strohgly in- 
fected with prejudices, or principles derived from 
religious and party zeal, he seems nevpr, in the 
course of his public conduct, to liaveTieen diverted, 
by private interest or ambition, from adlJering strictly 
to these principles. Sincere in his professions ; dis- 
interested in his vi6ws ; open in his conduct ; he had 
formed one of the most i5hining characters of the 
age ; had not the extreme narrowness of his genius, 
in every thing but in war, and his embarrassed and 
confused elocution on ^every occasion, but when he 
gave orders, diminished the lustre’ of I-:is merit, and 
rendered the part which he acted, even when vested 
witli the supreme command, but secondary and 
Subordinate . 

Cro^iwell, by whose sagacity and insinuation 
Fairfax was entirely governed, is one of the most 
Uminent and nrost singular personages that occurs 
in history. 'The strokes of his character are as 
open and strongly marked, as tlie schemes of his con- 
duct were, during the time, dark and impenetrable. 
His extensive capacity enabled him to form the most 
enlarged projects : His enterprising genius was not 
dismayed with the boldest and most dangerous. 
Carried by his natural temper to m’agnanimity, to 
grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering 
policy ; he yet knew, when necessary, to employ 
the most profound dissimulation, the most oblique 

" (’hireiidon, vol. v- p. 0*29^ 030, Whitlocke, p. 141. 
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and refined artifice, the semblance of the greatest 
moderation and simplicity. A friend to justice, 
though his publi(tconduct was one continued Vio- 
lation of it ; devoted to religion, though he perpe- 
tually employed it as the instrument of his ambition; 
he was engaged in crimes from the prospect of sove- 
reign power, a temptation which is, in general, irre- 
sistible to human nature; And by using well that 
authority which he had attained by fraud and vio- 
lence, he has lessened, if not overpowered, our de- 
testation of his enormities, by our admiration of his 
'success ar#d ofjbis genius. 

' During this impo'rt^nt transaction of the self- 
denying ordinanee, the negotiations for peace were 
likewise carried on, though wi^h small hopes of 
success. The King havir^g sent two messages, one 
from Evesham*, another from Tavistoke^, desiring 
a treaty, the parliament despatched commissioners 
to Oxford, with proposals as high as if they had 
obtained a complete victory. * The advantages 
gained durin<f the campaign, hnd the great distresses 
of the royalists, had much elevated their hopes ; and 
they were resolved to repose no trust in men ii^ 
flanied with the highest animosity against them, ana 
who, were they possessed of power, were fuily auj 
thorised by law to punish all their wponents ai 
rebels and traitors. 1 *7 i 

The King, wjien he considered the proposals and 
the disposition of the* parliament, could not expect 
any accommodation, and had no prospect but of 
war, or of total submission and subjection : Yet, in 
order to satisfy his own party, who were impatient 
for peace, he agreed to send the Duke of Richmond, 
and Earl of Southampton, with an answer to the 
proposals of the parliament, and at the same' time 
to desire a treaty upon their mutual demands 

4th f f.Iuly, tG44. y iUh of Sept. 1644. 

• Uiie'i.tio, p. 7 J7. llusli. vol. vi. p. <350. 
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and pretensions.* It now became necessary forr 
him to retract his former declaration, that the two 
houses at Westminster were not o, free parliament ; 
and accordingly he was induced, {nough with great 
reluctance, to give them, in his answer, the appella- 
tion of the parliament of England.'* But it appeared 
afterwards, by a letter which he wrote to the Queen, 
and of which a copy was token at Naseby, that he 
secretly entered an explanatory protest in his coun- 
cil-book ; and he pretended that, though he had 
called them the parliament, he had not thereby 
acknowledged them for such. ' This subtilty, ’^hich 
has been frequently objected tc Charges, is the most 
noted of those very few instances, ,froi“!a which the 
enemies of this Prince have endeavoured to load him 
with the imputation of insincerity ; and have in- 
ferred, that the parliament could repose no confi- 
dence in his professions and declarations, not even 
in his laws and statutes. There is, however, it must 
be confessed, aditfercncc universally avowed between 
simply giving to men the appellation -Avhich they 
assume, and the formal acknowledgement of their 
title ^^o it ; nor is any thing more common and fami- 
liar in all public transactions. 

The time and place of treaty being settled, six- 
teen commissioners from the King met at Uxbridge, 
with twelve authorized by the parliament, attended 
by the Scottish commissioners. It was agreed, that 
the Scottish and parliamentary cpmmisisioners should 


Whitlocko, p. 110. 

Whitlocke, p. 1 1 1 . Dugdale, p. 748. 

« His words are : ** As for my calling those at London a parliament, I 
shall refer thee to Digby for particular salisfaclion this in general : If 
there had been but two besides myself of my opinion, I had not done 
it; and the argument that prevailed with me was, that the calling did 
no way^ acknowledge them to be a parliament ; upon which condition 
and construction I did it, and no otfeWise, and accordingly it is re- 
gistered in the coirncil books, with the council’s unanimous appro- 
bation.^’ The Khig^s cabinet opened. Rush vol, iv. p. 943. 
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CHAP, give in their demands, with regard to three im- 
portant articles, religion, the militia, and Ireland ; 
and that these should be successively discussed in 
conference with ^le King’s commissioners. ‘‘ It was 
soon found impracticable to come to any agreement 
with regard to any of these articles. 

In the summer 1643, while the negotiations were 
carried on with Scotlaijd, the parliament had sum- 
moned an assembly at Westminster, consisting of 
121 divines and 30 laymen, celebrated in their party 
for-piety artd learning. By their advice, alterations 
were made in the thirty-nine articles, or in the meta- 
physfcal Soctrtnes of the church ; and what was of 
greater im|y>rtance, tlie .liturgy was entirely abo- 
lished, and in its stead, a new directory for worship 
was established, by which, suitably to the spirit of 
the puritans, the utmost liberty, both in praying and 
preaching, was indulged to the public teachers. By 
the solemn league and covenant, episcopacy was ab- 
jured, as destructive of all true piety ; and a national 
engagemenV attended with jevery circumstance that 
coidcl render a promise sacred and obligatory, was 
entered into with the Scots, never to suffer its jig" 
admission. All these measures showed little spi^if 
of accommodation in the parliamcrit ; and the King s 
commissioners were not surprised to find fire es%- 
blishment of presbytery and the directory positive^ 
demanded, together with the subscription of the 
covenant, both by the King'and kingdom. ' 

Had 

Wliitlocke, p. 121, Dugclale, p. 758. 

Such love of contradiction prevailed in the parliament, that they 
had converted Christmas, which, with the churchmen, was a great fes- 
tival, into a solemti fast and humiliation: “In order, as they said, 
“ that it might call to rcmembiarce our .sins and the sins of our fore- 
“ fathers, who, pretending to celebrate the memory of Christ, hafve turnfid 
“ this feast imo an extreme forgetfulness of him, by giving liberty to carn.il 
“ and sensual delights,’^ Rush. vol. vi. p, 817. It is remarkable that, as tlu' 
parliament abolished all holy-days, and severely prohibited all amusement 
on the sabbath ; and even burned, by the hands of the hangman, the 

King’s 
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Had Charles been of a disposition to neglect all 
theological controversy, he yet had been obliged, in 
good policy, to adhere to episcopal jurisdiction, not 
only because it was favourable to monarchy; but 
because all his adherents were passionately devoted 
to it ; and to abandon them, in what they regarded 
as so important an article, was for ever to relinquish 
their friendship and assistance. r But Charles had 
npver attained such enlarged principles. He deemed 
Bishops essential to the very being of a Christian 
church ; and he thought himself .bound by more 
sacred ties than those of policy, or even of honour, 
to the support of that order. His concfessions, 
therefore, on this head,, he Judged fiyfficient, when 
he agreed that an indulgence should be given to 
tender consciences with regard tp ceremonies ; that 


King’s book of sports; the nation found that there was no time left 
for relaxation or diversion. Upon application, therefore, of the servants 
and apprentices, the parliamebt appointed the^^sccojid Tuesday of every 
month for play and recreation.* Rush. vol. vii. p. 460? WhUtocke^ p.247. 
But these institutions they found great difficulty to execute : arid the people 
were resolved to be merry when they themselves pleased, not when the par- 
liament should prescribe it to them. The keeping of Christmas holy-days 
was long a great mark of malignancy, and very severel)* censured by the com- 
'fmons. Whitloche, p. tJ66. Even minced pyes, which custom had made a 
ChristmiA dish among the churchmen, was regarded, during that season, as 
a profane and superstitious viand by the sectaries ; though at other times it 
agreed very well with their stomachs. In the parliamentary ordinance too, 
for the observance of the sabbath, they inserted a clause for the taking down 
of may-poles, which they called a heathenish vanity. Since we are upon 
this subject, it may not be amiss to mention, that, beside setting apart 
Sunday for the ordinances, as they called them, the godly had' regular 
. meetings on the Thursdays for resolving cases of conscience, and conferring 
about their progress in grace. What they were chiefly arixious about was, 
the fixing the precise moment of their conversion or new birth ; who- 
ever could not ascertain so difficult a point of calculation, could noT^retend 
to any title to saintship. The profane scholars at ()xfoi^, after the parlia- 
ment became masters of that town, gave to the house in which the zealots 
assembled, the denomination of Scruple Shop; The zealots, in their turn, in- 
’sulted the scholars and professors; and, intruding into the place of lectures,* 
declaimed against human learning, and challenged the most knowing of 
them to prove that their calling was from Christ. See Wood*s Ftisti Ox- 
onienses, p. 740. « 

VOL. VII. D the 
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the Bishops should exercise no act of jurisdiction or 
ordination, without the consent and counsel of such 
presbyters as should be chosen by the clergy of each 
diocese ; that theyfshould reside constantly in thSir 
diocese, and be bound to preach every Sunday ; that 
pluralities be abolished ; that abuses in ecclesiastical 
courts be redressed ; and that a hundred thousand 
pounds be levied on the Bishops’ estates and the 
chapter lands, for payment of debts contracted by 
the' parliament. ’ These concessions, though con- 
siderable, gave no satisfaction to the parliamentary 
commissioners ; and without abating any thing of 
their rigouf on<this head, they proceeded to their 
demands with^^egard to the militia. 

The King’s partisans had ail along maintained, 
that the fears and jealousies of tha parliament, after 
the securities so early and easily given to public 
liberty, were either feigned or groundless ; and that 
no human institution could be better poised and 
adjusted, than was now the government of England. 
By the aboli^on ,pf the star-chamber and court of 
high eommission, the prerogative, they said, has lost 
all that coercive power by which it had formerly 
suppressed or endangered liberty : By the establish- 
ment of triennim parliaments, it carwhave no leisure' 
to acquire new powers, or guard itself, during any 
time, from the inspection of that vigilant assembly : 
By the slender revenue of the crown, no King can 
ever attain sucli, influence as to procure a repezd of 
these -salutary statute^: And while the Prince com- 
mands no military force, he will in vain, by vio- 
lence,^ attempt an infringement of laws, so clearly 
define by means of late disputes, and so pas- 
sionately cherished by all his subjects. In this 
situation, surely, the nation, governed by so vir- 
tuous a monarch, may, for the present, remAih in 
tranquillity, and try whether it be not possible, by 

• 

^ Dut^dale, p. 779, 7R0. 
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peaeeful arts, to elude that danger with which, it is 
pretended, its liberties are still threatened. 

But though the royalists insisted on these plausible 
tof)ics before the commencemenllof war, they were 
obliged to' own, that the progress of civil commo- 
tions had somewhat abated the force and evidence 
of this reasoning. If the power of the militia, said 
the opposite party, be intrusted to the King, it 
vjould not now be difficult for him to abuse that 
authority. By the rage of intestine discord, his 
partisans are inflamed into an extreme hatred against 
their antagonists ; and have contracted^ no doubt, 
some prejudices against pop.ular privileges, 'which, 
in their ap})rehension, haw been th% source of so 
much disorder. Were tlie arms rff ‘the state, there- 
fore, put entirely into such haudit, what public secu- 
rity, it may be demanded, can be given to liberty, or 
what private security to those who, in opposition to 
the letter of the law, have so generously ventured 
their lives in its defence ? In compliance with this 
apprehension, Charley, offered, tlvat tlje arms of the 
state should be intrusted, during three years, to 
twenty commissioners, who should be najned, either 
^y*Common agrecn\ent between him, and the parlia- 
'^nent, or one half by him, the other by the parlia- 
ment.* And after the expiration of that terni, he 
insisted that his constitutional authority over the 
militfk sHould again return to him. * 

Tiie parliamentary commissioners at first de- 
iwanded, that the power of 'the sword should for 
• ever be intrusted to such persons as the parliament 
alone ^should appoint*': But afterwards, tl^ re- 
laxed so far as to require that authority only for 
seven years ; after which it was not to return to the 
. King, but to be settled by bill, or by common agree- 
ment betweeh him and his parliament. * The King’s 
commissioners asked. Whether jealousies and fears 
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cn,Af. were ^11 on one side ; and whether the Prince, from 
<; such violent attempts and pretensions as he had expe- 

iM*. riehced, had not, at least, as great reason to enter- 
tain apprehensionsjfor his authority, as they for th'eir 
Jiberty ? Whether there were any equity in securing 
only one party, and leaving the other, during the 
space of seven years, entirely at the mercy of their 
enemies ? Whether, if unlimited power were in- 
trusted to the parliament during so long a period, 
it would-not be easy for them to frame the subse- 
quent bill in the manner most agreeable to them- 
selves, and keep for ever possession of the sword, 
as well as‘ of nevery article of civil power and 
jurisdiction.''^ • , 

The truth isj ^fter the commencement of war, 
it was very difficult, if not impossible, to find se- 
curity for both parties, especially for that of the par- 
liament. Amidst such violent animosities, power 
alone could ensure safety ; and the power of one 
side was necessarily attended with danger to the 
, other. Few no instances Occur in history of an* 
equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation, that 
has been cpncluded between two factions which had 
been inflamed into civil war 

With regard to Ireland, there were no greater' 
hopes of agreement between the parties. Tlfe par^ 
liament demanded, that the truce with the rebels 
should be declared null ; that the manageraent'of the 
war should be » given over entirely to the p^rli^- 
ment ; and that, aftef the conquest of Ireland, 
nomination of the lord-lieutenant and of the judges, 
or in other words, the sovereignty of that kingdpm, 
should likewise remain in their hands.' 

What rendered an accommodation more despe- 
rate was, that the demands on these three heads, 
however exorbitant, were acknowledged, by the 
^rliamentary commissioners, to be nothifig but 
• 

k Dvigdale, p. 377. ' Ibid. p. 826, 827. 
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preliihinAries. After all these were granted, it would chap. 
be necessary to proceed to the discussion of those 
ot^er demands, still more exorbUant, which a little 
before had, been transmitted to i^e King at Oxford. 

Such ignominious terms were there insisted on, that 
worse could scarcely be demanded, were Charles 
totally vanquished^ a prisoner, and in chains. The 
King was required to attaint, and except from a ge- 
neral pardon, forty of the most considerable of his 
English subjects, and nineteen of his Scottish, toge- 
ther with all popish recusants in both kingdoms who 
had borne arms for him. It was insisted, that forty- 
eight more, with all the members v^ho had sitten in 
either house at Oxford, all* lawyers ahd divines who 
had embraced the King’s party, should be rendered 
incapable of any'office, be forbidden the exercise 
of their profession, be prbhibited from coming with- 
in the verge of the court, and forfeit the third of 
their estates to the parliament. It was required, 
that whoever had borne arms for the King, should 
forfeit the tenth of their estates, t>r, if that did not 
suffice, the sixth, for the payment of public debts. 

As if royal authority were not sufficiently anni- 
hilated by such terme, it was demanded that the court 
of l^ards should be abolished ; that all the consider- 
ablfi'ofecers of the crown, and all the judges, should 
be appointed by parliament ; and that the right of 
peace and war should^ not be exercised without the 
consent of that assem'bly.'" .The presbyterians, it 
must be confessed, after insisting on such condi- 
tions, differed only in words from the independents, 
who required the establishment of a pure republic. 

When the debates had been carried on to no pur- 
pose during twenty days among the commissioners, 

•they .separated, and returned ; those of the King, to 
Oxford, those of the parliament, to London. 

Rash. vol. vi. p. 850. Dugdalt*, p. 737. 
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HAP. A tiTTLK before the commencement of this frOitless 

treaty, a deed was execnted by the parliament, which 
proved their determined resolution to yield nothing, 
bnt to proceed in ^e same violent and imperious 
manner with which they had at first entered on these 
Execution daoggrous enterprises. Archbishop Laud, the most 
of Laud, favourite minister of the King, Was brought to the 
scaiFold ; and in this instance the public might see, 
that popular assemblies, as, by their very number, 
they are, in a great tneasure, exempt from the re- 
straint of shamO, so, when they also overleap the 
bounds, of law, naturally break out into acts of the 
greatest tyranny and injustice. 

From the t!me^ that Lhud had been committed, 
the house of commons, engaged in enterprises of 
greater moment, Iffiid found no leisure to finish Iris 
impeachment ; and he had ]5atiently endured so long 
an imprisonment without being brought to any trial. 
After the union with Scotland, the bigottcd pre- 
judices of that nation revived the like spirit in 
England ; and* tin? sectaries resolved to gratify their 
vengeance in the punishment of this prelate, who 
had so long, by his authority, and by the executmrf 
of penal laws, ‘kept their zealous spirit under con- • 
finement. He was accused of high treasonjin en- 
deavouring to subvert the fundamental laws, and- Of 
other high crimes and misdemeanors. The isafee 
illegality of an accumulative cfime and a construedVe 
evidence, which appeared in the case of Strf®>M ; 
the same violence and iniquity in conductin^the 
trial ; are conspicuous throughout the wholdf course 
of this prosecution. The groundless of 

popery, though belied by his whole life Ihd con- 
duct, was continually urged against the prisoner ; 
and every error rendered unpardonable by this im- 
putation, which was supposed to imply the blight of 
all enoj-mities. “This man, my lords,” said serjeant 
Wilde, concluding his long speech against him. 
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“ is like Naaman the Syrian; a great man, but a chap, 
“leper.”" ‘ lvii. » 

We shall not enter into a detail of this matter, 
wlfich, atpresent, seems to admit (Sf little controversy. 

It suffices to say, that, after a lon^ trial, and the ex- 
amination of above a hundred and fifty witnesses, the 
commons found so little likelihood of obtaining a 
judicial sentence against Laud, that they were obliged 
to, have recourse to their legislative authority, and to 
pass an ordinance for taking away the life of this aged 
prelate. Notwithstanding the low. condition into 
which the house of peers was fallen, there appeared 
some intention of rejecting this ordinance ; ahd the 
popular leaders were agajn, obliged t^ apply to the 
multitude, and to extinguish, by thi'eats of new tu- 
mults, the small remains of liberty possessed by the 
upper house. Seven pears alone voted in this im- 
portant question. The rest, either from shame or 
fear, took care to absent themselves.” 

Laud, who had behaved during his trial with spirit 
and vigour of genius,* sunk not uivier- Jhe horrors of 
his execution ; but though he had usually professed 
himself apprehensive of a violent death, he found all 
his feais to be dissipated before that sqperior courage 
by winch he was animated. “ No one,” said he, 

“ can be more willing to send me out of life, than 
“ I am desirous to go.” Even upon the scaffold, and 
during the intervals of his prayers, he was harassed 
and molested by Sir John Clotworthy, a zealot of the 
reigning sect, and a great leadfer in the lower house: 

This was the time he chose for examining the prin- 
ciples of the dying prelate, and trepanning him into 
a confession, that he trusted for his salvation to the 
merits of good works, not to the (heath of the Re- 
deemer.’’ Having extricated himself from these 
theological toils, the Archbishop laid his head on the 
block; and it was severed from the body at one 

" Rush. vol. vi. p. n30. •’ Warwick, p, 169. 

»’ Rush. vol. vi. p. B3C. 
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blow;'' -Those religious opinions, for which he suf- 
fered, conttibuted, no doubt, to the courage and con- 
stancy of his end. Sincere he undoubtedly was, ^d, 
however niisguideU, actuated by pious motives in all 
his pursuits; and ft is to be regretted, tHat a man of 
such spirit, who conducted his enterprises with so 
much warmth and industry, had not entertained 
more enlarged views, and embraced principles more 
favourable to the general' happiness of society. , 

The great and important advantage which the 
party gained by Strafford’s death may, in some de- 
gree, palliate the iniquity of the sentence pronounced 
against hiih. But the execution of this old infinn 
prelate, who ^jijad so longjrqpiained an inoffensive pri- 
soner, can be aScfibed t» nothing but vengeance and 
bigotry in those seyere religionists*, by whom the par- 
liament was entirely governed. That he deserved a 
better fate was not questioned by any reasonable man : 
The degree of his merit, in other respects, was dis- 
puted. Some accused him of recommending slavish 
doctrines, of promoting pcrsebution, and of encou- 
raging superstition ; while others thought that his 
conduct, in these three particulars, would admit of 
apology and extenuation. , * 

That the tetter of the law, as much as thfe most 
flaming court-sermon, inculcates passive obedience, 
is apparent. And though the spirit of a limited go- 
vernment seems to require, in extraordinary cases, 
some mitigation of so rigorous a doctrine; it must be 
confessed, that the pifeceding genius of the English 
constitution had rendered a mistake in this particular 
very natural and excusable. To inflict death, at 
least on those who depart from the exact line of truth, 
in these nice questions, so far from being favour*; 
able to national liberty, savours strongly of the j^pirit. 
of tyranny and proscription. kj ; 
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Toleration had hitherto been so little the prin- chap. 
ciple of any Christian sect, that even the catholics, 
thejremnant of the religion professed by their fore- 
fatKers, could not obtain from the English the least 
indulgence.' This very house of commons, in their 
famous remonstrance, took care to justify themselves, 
as from the highest imputation, from any intention 
to relax the golden reins of discipline, as they called 
them, or to grant any tolerhtion^ : And the enemies 
of the church were so fair from the beginning, as 
not to lay claim to liberty of conscience/ which they 
called a toleration for soul-murder. They openly 
challenged the superiority, and even mfenaced the 
established church with thaj; persecuti^jn which they 
afterwards exercised against her w/tli such severity. 

And if the question be considered^in the view of po- 
licy ; though a sect, already formed and advanced, 
may, with good reason, demand a toleration ; what 
title had the puritans to this indulgence, who were 
just on the point of separation from the church, and 
whom, it might be hoped, some whples^me and legal 
severities would still retain in obedience ? * • 

Whatevi>;r ridicule, to a philosophical mind, may 
be llirown on pious ceremonies, it must be confessed, 

? that during a very religious age, no institutions can 
be mcAe advantageous to the rude multitude, and 
„ tbnd more ta mollify that fierce and gloomy spirit of 
devotion, to which they are subject. Even the Eng- 
lish church, though it had retained a.share of popish 
ceremonies, may justly be thbught too naked and 
• unadorned, and still to approach too near the ab- 
stract and spiritual religion of the puritans. Laud 
and his associates, by reviving a few primitive institu- 
tions of this nature, corrected the -error of the first 
reformers, and presented to the affrightened and as- 
tonished mind, some sensible, exterior observances^ 
which might occupy it during its religious exercises^ 

• 

Nalsonjvol. ii. p. 705. 

* See note [A], at the end of the volume. 
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and abate the vielence of its disappointed efforts, 
The thought, no longer bent on that divine and 
mysterious essence, so superior to the narrow ^^.pa- 
cities of mankind, was able, by means of the new 
model of devotidta, to relax itself in the contempla- 
tion of pictures, postures, vestments, buildings ; and 
all the fine arts, which minister to religion, thereby 
received additional encouragement. The primate, it 
is true, conducted this scheme, not with the enlarg- 
ed sentiments and cool reflection of a legislator, but 
with the intemperate zeal of a sectary ; and by over- 
looking the circumstances of the times, served rather 
to infiamd thak religious fury which he meant to re- 
press. But^is blemish is more to be regarded as a 
general imputdtton on the whole age, than any par- 
ticular failing of Jliaud’s ; and ib is sufficient for his 
vindication to observe, that his errors were the most 
excusable of all those which prevailed during that 
zealous period. 
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T/^IIILE the King’s affiayrs declined England, 
* * some events happened in Scotland, which 
seemed to promise Jiim a more prosperous issue of 
the quarrel. 

Befokk the commencement of these civil disorders, 
the Earl of Montrose, a young nobleman of a distin- 
guished family, returning from his travels, had been 
introduced to the King,*pid had made an offer of his 
services ; but by the insinuations of the Marquis,»af- 
terwards Duke of Hamilton, who possessed much of 
Charles’s confidence, ^le had not been received with 
that distinction to which he thought himself justly 
entitled?^ Disgusted with this treatment, he had 
forwarded all the violence of the covenanters ; and, 
agreeably to the natural ardour of his genius, he 
had employed himself ’during the first Scottish in- 
surrection, with great zeal as well as success, in 
levying and conducting their armies. Being com- 
missioned by the Tables to wait upon the King, 
while the royal army lay at Berwick, he was so gained 
by fhe civilities and caresses of that monarch, that 
he thenceforth devoted himself entirely, though se- 
cretly, to his service, and entered into a close cor- 
respondence with him. In the second insurrection, a 
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c H A P. great military command was intrusted to him by the 
Lvxii. ^venanters ; and he was the first that passed the 
' Tweed, at the head of their troops, in the in^sion 

of England. He found means however, soon after, 
to convey a letthr to the King : And by the infidelity 
of some about that Prince, (Hamilton, as was sus- 
pected,) a copy of this letter was sent to Leven, the 
Scottish general. Being accused of treachery, and 
a correspondence with the enemy ; Montrose openly 
‘avowed the letter, and asked the generals, if they 
dared to ‘call their sovereign an enemy : And by 
this bold and magnanimous behaviour, he escaped 
the danger of an immediate prosecution. As he was 
now fully Jtnown to i)e of the royal p^rty, he no 
longer concealed his principles; and he endeavoured 
to draw those w,ho had entertained like sentiments, 
into a bond of associatien for his master’s service. 
Though thrown into prison for this enterprise", 
and detained some time, he was not discouraged ; 
but still continued, by his countenance and proteily 
tion, to in^jise .spirit into t;he distressed royalisU. 
Among other persons of distinction, who united 
themselves to him, was Lord Napier of Merchistonf 
son of the fapious inventor of the logarithms, th5 per- 
son to whom the title of great m a ms more justly due; 
than to any other whom his country ever pi^bducedx 
There was in Scotland another party, who, 
professing equal attachment to (the King’s service, 
pretended oidy to differ with Montrose about the 
means of attaining the same end ; and of that party, 
Duke Hamilton was the leader. This noUeman had 
cause to be extremely devoted to the King, not only 
by reason of the connection of blood, which hnited 
him to the royal family ; but on account or the 

It js not improper to take notice of a mistake committed by 
Clarendon, much to the disadvantage of this gallant nobleman ; that 
he offered the. King, when his Majesty was in Scotland, to assassinate 
Argyle. All the timei the King was in Scotland, Montrose was confined 
to prison. ??ush. vol, vi. p. 980. 
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great confidence and. favour with which he had ever 
been honoured by his master. Being aocused by 
Lord^Rae, not without some appearance of probabi- 
lity, of a conspiracy against the King ; Charles was 
so far from harbouring suspicion against him, that, 
the very first time Hamilton came to court, he received 
him into his bed-chamber, and passed alone the night 
with him.* But such was the Duke’s unhappy fate 
or <?pnduct, that he escaped not. the imputation of 
treachery to his friend and sovereign; and though he 
at last sacrificed his life in the King’s service, his inte- 
grity and sincerity have not been thought by historians 
entirely free from’ blemish. Perjiaps (and tliis is the 
more probable opinion) the ^ttbtil ties anet refinements 
of his conduct and his temporizing ihaxims, though 
accompanied with good intentioiisj, have been the 
chief cause of a suspicion, which has never yet been 
either fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold 
and vivid spirit of Montrose prompted him to enter- 
prising measures, as much was the cautious temper 
of Hamilton inclined ‘to such as .weys moderate 
and dilatory. While the former foretold that •the 
Scottish covenanters were secretly forming an union 
with •the English parliament, and inculcated the ne- 
cessity of preventing them by some vigorous under- 
taking ; i^e latter still insisted, that every such attempt 
would precipitate them into measures, to which,other- 
wise, they were not, perhaps, inclined. After the 
Scottish convention was Summonedwithout theKing’s 
authority, the former exclaimed’ that their intentions 
Were now visible, and that, if some unexpected blow 
were not struck, to dissipate them, they would arm 
the whole nation against the King ; the latter main- 
tained the possibility of outvoting the disaffected 
party, .and securing, by peaceful means, the allegi- 
ance- of the kingdom.* Unhappily for the royal 

O' Nalson, vol. ii. p. 683. , Clarendon, vol. iii. 
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cause, Hamilton’s representations met with more 
credit from the King and Queen, than those of 
Montrose ; and the covenanters were allowed, with- 
out interruption, to proceed in all ^ their hostile 
measures. Montrose then hastened to Oxford; 
where his invectives against Hamilton’s treachery, 
concurring with the general prepossession, and sup- 
ported by the unfortunate event of his counsels, 
were entertained with* universal approbation. , In- 
Huenced by the clamour of his party, more than his . 
own suspicions, Charles, as soon as Hamiltorf; .'ap- 
peared, sent him prisoner to Pendennis castle, in 
Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who was also put 
under confi\jement, found means to make his escape, 
and to fly info Scotland. 

1’he King’s ^rs were now opened to Montrose’s 
counsels, who proposed .none but the boldest and 
most daring, agreeably to the desperate state of th* 
royal cause in Scotland. Though the whole natiAB 
was subjected by the covenanters, though gfleM 
armies werg kept on foot bjf them, and every plj^ 
guarded by a vigilant administration ; he undertook 
by his own credit, and that of the few friends who 
remained to .the King, to rais^ such commotiohs, ps 
would soon oblige the malecontonts to recal thdiK 
forces, which had so sensibly thrown the b&lance in 
favour of the parliament. -’ Not discouraged with the 
defeat at Marston-moor, which rendered it impos- 
sible for him* to draw any succour from England ; 
he was content to stipulate with the Earl of Antrim, 
a nobleman of Ireland, for some supply of men from 
that country. And he himself, changing his dis- 
guises, and passing through many dangers, arrived 
in Scotland ; where he lay concealed in the borders 
of the Highlands, and secretly prepared the rginds of 
his partisans for attempting some great enterprise. ’’ 

' ('larf.‘TKlon, vol, v. p. 61 H. 
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* No sooner were the Irish landed, though not 
exceeding eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than 
Montrose declared himself, and entered upon that 
scen^ of action, which has rendered his name so cele- 
brated. Abo\it eight hundred of the men of Athole 
flocked to his standard. Five hundred men more, 
who had been levied by the covenanters, were per- 
suaded to embrace the royal cause ; And with this 
combined force, he hastened to attack Lord Elcho, 
who*lay at Perth, with an army of six thousand men,' 
assembled upon the first news of the I,rish invasion. 
Montrose, inferior in number, totally unprovided 
with horse, ill supplied with arms an(k ammunition, 
had nothing to depend on, bujt the course which he 
himself, by his own example, and the rapidity of his 
enterprises, should . inspire into his raw soldiers. 
Having received the fire o/ the enemy, which was 
answered chiefly by a volley of stones, he rushed 
amidst them with his sword drawn, threw them into 
confusion, pushed his advantage, and obtained a 
complete victory, with the slaughter pf two thousand 
of the covenanters. “ * * , 

This victory, though it augmented the renown of 
Montrose, increased not his power or numbers. The 
far greater part ,of the kingdom wa*s extremely 
attached# to the covenant ; and such as bore an 
affection to the royal cause, were terrified by the 
established authority of the opposite party. Dread- 
ing the superior power of-Argyle, who, Jiaving joined 
his vassals to a force levied by *the public, was ap- 
proaching with a considerable army ; Montrose 
hastened northwards, in order to rouse again the 
Marquis of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having 
before hastily taken arms, had been instantly sup- 
pressed by the covenanters. He was joined on his 
march 6y the Earl of Airly, with his two younger 
sons. Sir Thomas and Sir David Ogilvy : The eldest 

‘ ist of Sept. 1644. llnsl), vol. vi. p. 983. Wish a it, cup. 5. 
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CHAP, was at that. time prisoner with the enemy. He at- 
tacked at Aberdeen the Lord Burley, who command- 
1645 . force of 2500 men. After a sharp combat, by his 

undaunted courage, which, in his situation, was true 
policy, and was also not unaccompanied with mi- 
litary skill, he put the enemy to flight, and in the 
pursuit did great execution upon them. *’ 

But by this second advantage he obtained not the 
end which he expected. The envious nature of 
"Huntley, jealous of Montrose’s glory, rendered him. 
averse to join an army, where he himself must be so 
much eclipsed by the superior merit of the general. 
Argyle, reinforced by the Earl of Lothian, was be- 
hind him i^ith a grefit,army : The militia of the 
northern coifnties, Murray, Ross, Caithness, to the 
number of 5b0Q men, opposed him in front, and 
guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep and rapid 
river. In order to elude these numerous armies, he 
turned aside into the hills, and saved his weak, but 
active troop, in Badenoch. After some marches and 
counter-marches, Argyle came up with him at Faivy 
castle. This nobleman’s character, though celebrated 
for political courage and conduct, was very low for 
military prpwess ; and after some skirmishes, in 
which he was worsted, he here allowed Montrose to 
escape him. By quick marches through ^hese in- 
accessible mountains, that general freed himself from 
the superior forces of the covenanters. 

Such was, the situation* of Moptrose, that very 
good or very ill fortune was equally destructive to 
him, and diminished his army. After every victory, 
his soldiers, greedy of spoil, but deeming the 
smallest acquisition to be unexhausted riches, de- 
serted in great numbers, and went home to secure 
the triasures which they had acquired. Tired too, and 
spent with hasty and long marches, in the depth of 
winter, through snowy mountains, unprovided with 

i 
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every necessary, they fell off, and left their general chap. 
almost alone with the Irish, who, having no place 
to yvhich they could retire, still adhered to him in 
every fortujie. 

With these, and some reinlorcements of the 
Athole men and Macdonalds whom he had recalled, 
Montrose fell suddenly upon Argyle’s country, and 
let loose upon it all the rage of war ; carrying oft’ 
th§ cattle, burning the houses, and putting the in- 
habitants to the sword. This severity, % which 
Montrose sullied his victories, was the result of pri- 
vate animosity against the chieftain, as much as ot 
zeal for the public cause. Angyle, collecting' three 
thousand men, marched in quest of th? enemy, who 
had retired with their plunder; and he lay at Tnner- 
lochy, supposing himself still -at a considerable 
distance from them. The Earl of Seaforth, at the 
head of the garrison of Inverness, who were veteran 
soldiers, joined to 5000 new-levied troops of the 
northern counties, pressed the royalists on the other 
side, and threatened them with inevitable detruc- 
tion. By a quick and unexpected march, Montrose 
hastened to Innerlochy, and presented himself in 
ord^r of battle before the surprised, but not affright- 
ened, covenanters. Argyle alone, seized with a 
panic, cleserted his army, who still maintained their 
ground, and gave battle to the royalists. After a 
vigorous resistance they were defeated, and pursued ‘ 2 d Feb. 
with great slaughter. ' And tl^e power of the Camp- 
bells (that is Argyle’s name) being thus broken; 

’ the Highlanders, who were in general well affected 
to the royal cause, began to join Montrose’s camp 
in great numbers. Seaforth ’s army dispersed of it- 
self, at the very terror of his name. 'And Lord Gor- 
don, eldest son of Huntley, having escaped from his 
uncle Argyle, who had hitherto detained him, now 
joined Montrose with no contemptible number of 

I 
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his followers, attended by his brother, the Earl of 
Aboine. 

The council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrqse’s 
progress, began to think of a more regv.lar plan of 
defence against ah enemy, whose repeated victories 
had rendered him extremely formidable. They sent 
for Baillie, an officer of reputation, from England ; 
and joining him in comipand with Urrey, who had 
again inlisted himself among the King s enemies, 
they sent them to the field with a considerable 
army against the royalists. Montrose, with a de- 
tachment 9 f 800 men, had attacked Dundee, a town 
extremely zealAus for. the covenant, and having car- 
ried it by assault, had delivered it up to be plun- 
dered by his soldiers ; when Baillie and Urrey, 
with their whole* force, were dnexpec.tedly upon 
him. '* His conduct and presence of mind, in this 
emergence, appeared conspicuous. Instantly he called 
off his soldiers from plunder, put them in ordef^ 
secured his retreat by the most skilful measures ; . 
and having marched sixty neiles in the face of an 
eneniy much superior, without stopping, or allowing 
his soldiers the least sleep or refreshment, he at Jast 
secured himself in the mountains. 

Baillie and Urrey now divided' their trc^ps, in 
order the better to conduct the war against an enemy, 
who surprised them, as much by the rapidity of his 
marches, as by the boldness of his enterprises. 
Urrey, at the head (jf 4000 men, ihet him at Al- 
derne, near Inverness; and, encouraged by the 
superiority of number (for the covenanters were 
double the royalists), attacked him in the post which 
he had chosen. Montrose, having placed his right 
wing in strong ground, drew the best of his forces 
to the other, and left no main body between them ; ' 
a defect which he artfully concealed, by shewing a 
few men through the trees and bushes, with which 

‘‘Kush. vol. vii. p. 228. Wishart, cap. 9. 
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that ground was covered. That Urrey might have chap, 
no leisure to perceive the stratagem, he instantly led lviii.. 
his^left wing to the charge ; and making a furious 
impression^ upon the covenanters, drove them oflF 
the field, and gained a complete’ victory.* In this 
battle, the valour of young Napier, son to the lord 
of that name, shone out with signal lustre. 

BAiLLiEnow advanced, jn order to revenge Urrey ’s 
discomfiture ; but at Alford, he met, himself, with 
a like fate.*^ Montrose, weak in cavalry, here lined 
his troops of horse with infantry ; and hfter putting 
the enemy’s hors,e to rout, fell with uyited^ force 
upon their foot, who were entirely cut in pieces, 
though with the loss of- the gallant'Lord Gordon'- 
on the part of the royalists.* A*nd having thus 
prevailed in so mitny battles, which his vigour ever 
rendered as decisive as they were successful, he sum- 
moned together all his friends and partisans, and 
prepared himself for marching into the southern 
provinces, in order to put a final period to the power 
of the covenanters, and dissipate th» parliament, 
which with great pomp and solemnity they’had 
summoned to meet at St. Johnstone’s. 

\^HiLE the fire was thus kindled in the north of 
the island, it bJazed out with no less fury in the 
south : The parliamentary and royal armies, as soon 
as the season would permit, prepared to take the 
field, in hopes of bringing their important quarrel 
to a quick decision. The passing of the self-denying 
ordinance had been protracted by so many debates 
and intrigues, that the spring was far advanced be- 
fore it recieved the sanction of both houses ; and it 
was thought dangerous by many to introduce, so 
near the time of action, such great innpvations 
into the army. Had not the punctilious principles 

' Rush. vol. vii. p. 229. Wishatt, cap. tO. ' 2d of July. 
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CHAP, of Essex engaged him, amidst all the disgusts which 
o LViii. he received, to pay implicit obedience to the parlia- 
meat ; this alteration had not been effected without 
some fatal accident : Since, notwithstanding nis 
prompt resignatioh of the command, a mutiny was 
generally apprehended.'' Fairfax, or, more properly 
speaking, Cromwell, under his name, introduced, at 
last, the netv model into_ the army, and threw the 
tr.oops into a different shape. From the same men, 
new regiments and new companies were formed, 
different officers appointed, and the whole military 
force put, into such hands, as the independents 
could* rely on. Besides members of parliament who 
were excluded, many officers, unwilling to serve un- 
der the new generals, threw up their commissions; 
and unwarily facilitated the project of putting the 
army entirely into the hands of that faction. 

Thouoh the discipline of the former parliamen- 
tary army was not contemptible, a more exact plan 
was introduced, and rigorously executed, by these 
new commanders. Valour indeed was very gene- 
ralljr diffused over the one party as well as the other 
during this period : Discipline also was attained by 
the forces of,the parliament : But the perfectidh of 
the military art in concerting the general plans of 
action, and the operations of the field, seeifts stin, 
on both sides, to have been, in a great measure^ 
wanting. Historians at least, perhaps from their 
own ignorance and inexperience, have not remarked 
any thing but a headfong impetuous conduct ; each 
party hurrying to a battle, where valour and ^rtune’ 
chiefly determined the success. The great orna- 
ment of history during these reigns, are the civil, 
not the military transactions. ‘ . * 

Never surely was a more singular army assemT 
amy. * bled, than that which was now set on foot by the 
parlianiCTit. To the greater number of the regiments, 
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chaplains were not appointed. The officers assumed c ii a p. 
the spiritual duty, and united it with their military 
functions. During the intervals of action, they 
occupied themselves in sermons, prayers, exhor- 
tations ; add the same emulation there attended 
them, which, in the field, is so necessary to sup- 
port the honour of that profession. Rapturous 
ecstacies supplied the place of study and reflection ; 
and while the zealous devotees poured out their 
thoughts in unpremeditated harangues, they mis- 
took that eloquence, which, to their o^yn surprise, 
as well as that of others, flowed in upon them, for 
divine illuminations, and for illapsgs of* the. Holy 
Spirit. Wherever they were’ quartered, they ex- 
clut’ed the minister fromliis pulpit ^nd, usurping 
his place, conveyed their sentiments to the audience, 
with all the authority which folloVed their power, 
their valour, and their military exploits, united to 
their appearing zeal and fervour. The private sol- 
diers, seized with the same spirit, employed their 
vacant hours in prayer* in perusing the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in ghostly confei'ences, where thfey compjired 
the progress of their souls in grace, and mutually 
stinr 4 ilated each other to farther advances in the 
great work of t)ieir salvation. Whdn they were 
marchislg to battle, the whole field resounded, as 
well 'vyith psalms and spiritual songs adapted to 4he 
occasion, as with the instruments of military music ' ; 
and every man endeavoured to drown the sense of 
y)resent danger, in the prospect of that crown of 
• glory which was set before him. In so holy a cause, 
wounds were esteemed meritorious ; death, martyr- 
dom, and the hurry and dangers of action, instead 
of banishing their pious visions, rather served to 
impress their minds more strongly with them. 

Thk royalists were desirous of throwing a ridi- 
cule on this fanaticism of the parliamentary armies, 

* i>iigclak‘, i>. 7. Kush. vol. vi. p! 281. 
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without being sensible how much reason they had to 
apprehend its dangerous consequences. The forces 
assembled by the King at Oxford, in the west, and 
in other places, were equal, if not superior, in num- 
ber, to their adversaries ; but actuated"^ by a very 
different spirit. That licence, which had been in- 
troduced by want of pay, had risen to a great height 
among them, and rendered them more formidable 
to their friends than to their enemies. Prince Ru- 
pert, negligent of the people, fond of the soldieiy, 
had indulged the troops in unwarrantable liberties : 
Wilmot, a man*of dissolute manners, had promoted 
the same » spirjt of disorder : And the licentious 
Goring, Gerrard, Sir' Richard Granville, now car- 
ried it to a ^reat pitch *of enormity. In the west 
especially, where Goring commanded, universal spoil 
and havock were committed ; and the whole country 
was laid waste by the rapine of the army. All dis- 
tinction of parties being in a manner dropped, the 
most devoted friends of the church and monarchy 
wished there for such success to the parliamentary 
forces as m%ht put an cnd^to these oppressions. 
The country people, despoiled of their substance, 
flocked together in several places, armed with clubs 
and staves ; dnd though they profjpssed an enrai^f 
to the soldiers of both parties, their hatred ti^as, m 
most places, levelled chiefly against the royalists, 
from whom they had met with the worst treatment. 
Many thousanjls of these tumultuary peasants were 
assembled in different parts of England ; wKo ' de- 
stroyed all such straggling soldiers as they met with, 
and much infested the armies. 

The disposition of the forces on both sides as 
follows ; Part af the ^Scottish army was e®aplbyed 
in taking Pomfret, and other towns in Yofkishire : 
Part ofit besieged Carlisle, valiantly defended by Sir’ 

k llusli. vo\. vii. p. 52. 61, 62. Whillockc, p. 130, 131. 133. 135. 
Clarendon, vol. v. p. 6d.5. 
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Thomas Glenham, Chester, where Biron com- 
manded, had long been blockaded by Sir William 
Brgreton ; and was reduced to great difficulties. The 
King, beinjf joined by the Princes Rupert and Mau- 
rice, lay at Oxford, with a considerable army, about 
15,000 men. Fairfax and Cromwell were posted at 
Windsor, with the new-modelled army, about 22,000 
men. Taunton, in the county of Somerset, defended 
by, Blake, suffered a long siege from Sir Richard 
Granville, who commanded an army of about 8000 
men ; and, though the defence had ‘been obstinate, 
the garrison was now reduced to the last extremity. 
Goring commanded, in the west, an^irmy of nearly 
the same number.' . » > 

Oisr opening the campaign, the King formed the 
project of relieving'*Cliester ; Fairfax that of relieving 
Taunton. The King wasf first in motion. When he 
advanced to Draiton in Shropshire, Biron met him, 
and brought intelligence, that his approach had 
raised the siege, and that the parliamentary army 
had withdrawn. Fairfax, having reached Salisbury 
in his road westward, received orders from the Com- 
mittee of both kingdoms, appointed for themanage- 
ment,of the war, to return and lay siege to Oxford, 
now fjjcposed b5' the King's absence. He obeyed, 
after sending Colonel Weldon to the west, with a 
detaohtnent of 4000 men. On Weldon’s approach, 
Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 
army was upon him, raised thp siege, and allowed 
this pertinacious town, now half taken and half 
buified, to receive relief : But the royalists, being 
reinforced with 3000 horse under Goring, again 
advanced to Taunton, and shut up Weldon, with 
his small array, in that ruinous place.'" 

• Tut; King, having eftected his purpose with re- 
gard to Chester, returned southwards; and, in his 
way, sat down before Leicester, a garrison of the 

\ 

' llutih. vol. vii.p. 18, 19. &c. ^ IWd. |). 28. 
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parliament’s. Having made a breach in the wall, he 
stormed the town on all sides ; and after a furiou.'i 
assault, the soldiers entered sword in hand, ^nd 
committed all those disorders to which tjbeir natura 
violence, especially when inflamed by resistance, it 
so much addicted." A great booty was taken and 
distributed among them : Fifteen hundred prisoners 
fell into the King’s hands. This success, which 
stfuck a great terror into the parliamentary par.ty, 
determined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he was 
beginning to approach ; and he marched towards 
the King, ^with an intention of offering him battle. 
The King was ’advancing towards Oxford, in order 
to raise the siege, which he apprehended was now- 
begun ; and both armies, ere they were aware, had 
advanced within six miles of each other. A council 
of war was called by the King, in order to deliberate 
concerning the measures which he should now 
pursue. On the one hand, it seemed more prudent 
to delay the combat ; because Gerrard, who lay in 
Wales withtflOOO men, might be enabled, in a 
littlS time, to join the army ; and Goring, it was 
hoped, would soon be master of Taunton ; an^ 
having put the west in full security, wouldi, theijt 
unite his forces to those of the King, and g^ve hii^ 
an incontestible superiority over the enemy. On 
the other hand. Prince Rupert, whose boiling ar.- 
dour still pushed him on to battle, excited the 
impatient humour of the nobility and gentry^, of 
which the army was full ; and urged the many dif- 
ficulties under which the royalists laboured,?! and 
from which nothing but a victory could relieve 
them : The resolution was taken to give battle to 
Fairfax ; and tfie royal army immediately advanced 
upon him. 

A-r Naseby was fought, with forces nearly equal, 
this decisive and well-disputed action, between the 

It 

" Clarendon, vol. v. p. 652. v ' 
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King and parliament. The main body of the chap. 
royalists was commanded by the King himself : The 
rigl^ wing by Prince Rupert ; the left by Sir Mar- 
maduke Langdale. Fairfax, seconded by Skippon, 
placed himself in the main body* of the opposite 
army : Cromwell in the right wing : Ireton, Crom- 
well’s son-in-law, in the left. The charge was begun, 
with Ws usufil celerity and psual success, by Prince 
Rupert. Though Ireton made stout resistance, and 
even after he was run through the thigh with’ a pike, 
still maintained the combat, till he was’ taken pri- 
soner ; yet was that whole wing broken, ^ and pur- 
sued with precipitate fury by RupcrP; He was even 
so inconsiderate as to lose time in suYnmoning and 
attacking the artillery of the enemy, which had 
been left with a gobd guard of infantry. The King 
led ^pn his main body, and displayed, in this action, 
all the conduct of a prudent general, and all the 
valour of a stout soldier.” Fairfax and Skippon en- 
countered him, and well supported that reputation 
which they had acquired. Skippon, being danger- 
ously wounded, was desired by Fairfax to leavd the 
fieldj ; but he declared that he would rertiain there 
as long as one man maintained his ground.’’ The 
infantr,y of the parliament was broken, and pressed 
upon by,^he King ; till Fairfax, with great presence 
of mind, brought up the reserve and renewed the 
combat. Meanwhile Cromwell, having led on his 
troops to the attack of Langdaje, ovetbore the force 
of the royalists, and by his prudence improved that 
advantage which he had gained by his valour. 
Having pursued the enemy about a quarter of a 
mile, and detached some troops to })revent their 
rallying, he turned back upon the King’s infantry, 
and threw them into the utmost confusion. One 
regiment alone preserved its order unbroken, 
though twice desperately assailed by Fairfax : 

" WhitlocicO, p. 146. I’ Rush. vol. vii. p. 43. Whitlockr, p. 145. 
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CHAP. And that general, excited by so steady a resist- 
ance, ordered Doyley, the captain of his life-guard, 
them a third charge in front, while he fiioi- 
self attacked them in rear. The regiment was 
broken. Fairfax', with his own hands, killed an 
ensign, an.d having seized the colours, gave them to 
a soldier to keep for him. The soldier afterwards 
boasting that he had won this trophy, was reproved 
bj Doyley, who had seen the action ; Let hinirre- 
tain that Aw2om/’,» said Fairfax, I have to-day acquired 
enough beside.''' 

Prince Rupert, sensible too late of his error, left 
the Ruitless aJitack .on the enemy’s artillery, and 
joined theKi»»g, whose infantry was now totally dis- 
comfited. Chafles exhorted this body of cavalry not 
to despair, and cried aloud to ‘them. One charge 
more, and we recover the •day.' But the disadvan- 
tages under which they laboured were too evident ; 
and they could by no means be induced to renew the 
combat. Charles was obliged to quit the field, and 
leave the vic^.orJ« to the enemy. * The slain, on the 
side^.of the parliament, exceeded those on the side 
of the King; They lost a thousand men; he^not 
above eight hundred : But Fairfax made 500 offi- 
cers prisoners, and 4000 private rtien ; took all tl»e 
King’s artillery and ammunition; and totaUy dis- 
sipated his infantry ; So that scarce any victory could 
be more complete than that which he obtained. 

Among the other spoils was seized the King’s ca- 
binet, with the copies of his letters to the Queen, . 
which the parliament afterwards ordered to be pub- 
lished. ‘ They chose, no doubt, such of them as they 
thought would reflect dishonour on him : Yet, upon 
the whole, the tetters are written with delicacy and 
tenderness, and give an advantageous idea both of the' 
King’s genius and morals. A mighty fondness, it is 

^ Whitlocke, p. j45. *■ Rush. vol. vii. p. 44. 

* Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 656, 657. Walker, p. 1.30, 13t, 

* Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 656. 
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•true, and attachment, he expresses to his Consort, chai*. 
and often professes that he never would embrace any 
measures which she disapproved : But such decla- 
raticns of civility and confidence are not always to be 
taken in a fdll literal sense. And, so legitimate an 
affection, avowed by the laws of God and man, may, 
perhaps, be excusable towards a woman of beauty 
and spirit, even though she was a papist, “ 

The Athenians having intercepted a letter writ- 
ten by their enemy, Philip of Macedon, to his wife, 
Olympia, so far from being moved by a curiosity 
of pryipg into secrets of that relation, immedi- 
atety sent the letter to the Queen unopened. Philip 
was not their sovereign ; nor were they inflamed 
with that violent animosity against Jiirh, which at- 
tends all civil comqiotions. 

After the battle the King retreated with that 
body of horse which remained entire, first to Here- 
ford, then to Abergavenny ; and remained some time 
in Wales, from the vain hope of raising a body of 
infantry in those harassed and exhausted quarters. 

Fairfax, having first retaken Leiceker,' which was i7th June, 
surrendered upon articles, began to deliberate con- 
cerning his future enterprises. A letter was brought 
him written by poring to the King, ‘and unfortu- 
nately intrusted to a spy of Fairfax’s. Goring there 
informC<J the King, that in three weeks he hoped 
to be master of Taunton ; after which he would 

join hi# Majesty with all the forces in the wc&t; and 

* 

” Heafne has published the following extract from a manuscript work 
of Sir Simon D’Ewes, who was no mean man in the parliamentary party. 

On Thursday, the 30th and last day of this instant, June 1625, I went 
to Whitehali purposely to see the Queen, which 1 did fully all the time 
she sat at dinner. I perceiv’d her to be a most absolute delicate lady, 
after I had exactly survey’d all the features of her face, much enlivened 
by hei* radiant and sparkling black eyes. Besides, her deportment 
among her women was so sweet aud humble, and her speech and 
looks to her other servants so mild and gracious, as I could not ab- 
stain from divers deep-fetched sighs, to consider, that she wanted the 
knowledge of the true religion.’^ See. Vrefac'i to the Chronicle ol 
Dunstable, p. 64. ' , 
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intreate^ him, in the meanwhile, to avoid coming* 
to any general action. This letter, which had it 
been safely delivered, had probably prevented the 
battle of Naseby, served now to direct the ope- 
rations of Fairfajc. " After leaving a bbdy of 3000 
men to Pointz and Rossiter, with orders to attend 
the King’s motions, he marched immediately to the 
west, with a view of saving Taunton,, and suppress- 
ing the only considerable force which ifftiw remained 
to the royalists. • 

In tile beginning of the campaign, Charles, appre- 
hensive of the event, had sent the Prince of Wales, 
then .fifteen years of age, to the west, with the title 
of general, and had given orders, if he were pressed 
by the enemy ’.that he shobld make his escape into a 
foreign country, and save one part of the royal fa- 
mily from the violence of the parliament. Prince 
Rupert had thrown himself into Bristol, with an in- 
tention of defending that important city. Goring; 
commanded the army before Taunton. 

On Fairfax’s approach, the siege of Taunton was. 
raispd ; and the royalists retil ed to Lamport, '^aii open 
town in the county of Somerset. Fairfax attacked 
them in that post, beat them from jt, killed about 
300 men, and took 1400 prisoners^.' After this ad- 
vantage, he sat down before Bridgewater, U town 
esteemed strong, and of great consequence in that 
country. When he had entered the outer town by 
storm,. Windham the governor, who had retired into 
the inner, immediately capitulated, and delivered up 
the place to Fairfax. The garrison, to the number, 
of 2600 men, were made prisoners of war. 

Faiufax, having next taken Bath and Sherborne, 
resolved to lay .siege to Bristol, and made great pre- 
parations for an enterprise, which from the strength 
of the garrison, and the reputation of Prince Rupert 
the gcvernor, was deemed of the last importance. 

” Rush. vol. viifp. ;X « Ibid. vol. vii. p. 55. 

But 
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But so precarious, in most men, is this quality of 
military courage ! A poorer defence was not made 
by any town during the whole war : And the general 
expectation^ were here extremely disappointed . N o 
sooner had the parliamentary forces entered the lines 
by storm, than the Prince capitulated, and surren- 
dered the city to Fairfax/ A few days before, he 
had written letter to the King, in which he under- 
took to defend the place Ibr four months, if no 
muti^ obliged them to surrender it. Charles, wh6 
was forming schemes, and colleeting.forces, for the 
relief of Bristol, was astonished at so unexpected an 
event, which was little less fatal to hisicausb than the 
the defeat at Naseby.^ Fpll, of indignation, he in- 
stantly recalled all Prince Rupertls’ commissions, 
and sent him a pasato go beyond ^ea.“ ^ 

Tiijc King’s affairs nov^t went fast to rum in all 
quarters. The Scots having made themselves 
masters of Carlisle'', after an obstinate siege, 
marched southwards, and laid siege to Hereford ; 
but were obliged to rafee it on the lying’s approach : 
And this was the last glimpse of success which, at- 
tended his arms. Having marched to the relief of 
Chester, which was anew besieged by the pariia- 
mentarv forces ander Colonel Jones ; Pointz at- 
tacked ^is rear, and forced him to give battle. 
While the fight was continued with great obstinacy, 
and victory seemed to incline to the royalists; 
Jones fell upon them from the other .side, and put 
them to rout with the loss of 1600 slain, and 1000 
■prisoners.' The King, with the remains of his 
broken army, fled to Newark, and thence escaped 
to- Oxford, where he shut himself up during the 
winter season. * 

1 Rush. vol. vii. p. 83. ' Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 690. Walker, 

p. 137 . » Clarendon, vol. iv, p. 695. '* 28th of June. 

® Eush. vol. vii. p. 1 1 7. 
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The news which he received from every quarter, 
was no less fatal than those events which passed 
where he himself was present. Fairfax and Cromwell, 
after the surrender of Bristol, having divided *their 
forces, the former marched westwards, in order to 
complete the conquest of Devonshire and Cornwall ; 
the latter attacked the King’s garrisons which lay to 
the east of Bristol. The Devizes were surrendered 
to Cromwell ; Berkley ^castle was taken by storm ; 
Winchester capitulated ; Basing-house was entered . 
swOrd in hand : And all these middle counties oi‘ 
England were, in a little time, reduced to obedience 
und^r the parliament. 

The same yapid and uninterrupted success attend- 
ed Fairfax. The parliamentary forces, elated by past 
victori^ governed by the most rigid discipline, met 
with no equal opposition .from troops, dismayed by 
repeated defeats, and corrupted by licentious man- 
ners. After beating up the quarters of the royalists at 
Bovey-Tracey, Fairfax sat down before Dartmoutl^ 
and in a fe^ days entered if.' by storm. Poudrain-* 
castle, being taken by him, and Exeter blockaded o/i 
all sides ; Hopton, a man of merit, who now com- 
manded the loyalists, having advanced to the felief 
of that town, with an array of 8000 men, met with 
the parliamentary army at Torrington ; wnere he 
was defeated, all his foot dispersed, and he himself, 
with his horse, obliged to retire into Cornwall. 
Fairfax followed him, and Vigorously pursued the 
victory. Having inclosed the royalists at Truro, he 
forced ‘the whole army, consisting of 5000 men,' 
chiefly cavalry, to surrender upon terms. The 
soldiers, delivering up their horses and arms, were 
allowed to disband, and received twenty shillings a- 
piece, to carry them to their respective abodes. Such 
pf the oflicers, as desired it, had passes to retire 
beyond sea : The others, having promised never 
more to bear f arms, paid compositions to the 
. parliament. 
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parliament**, and procured their pardon.*' And thus chap. 
Fairfax, after taking Exeter, which completed the 
conquest of the west, marched with his* victorious 
army to the* centre of the kingdom, and fixed his 
camp at Newbury. The Prince of'Wales, in pursu- 
ance of the King’s orders, retired to Scilly, thence 
to Jersey; whence he went to Paris; where he 
joined the Queen, who had fled thither from Exeter 
at t^ie time the Earl of Essex conducted the parliar 
mentary army to the west. 

In the other parts of England, Hereford was taken 
by surprise : Chester surrendered : Lor^ Higby, 
who had attempted with 1*200. horse* to break into 
Scotland, and join Moivtrose, was 'defeated at 
Sherburn, in Yorkshire, by Colonel Copley ; his 
whole force was dispersed : and* he himself was 
obliged to fly, first to the Isle of Man, thence to 
Ireland. News too arrived that Montrose himself, 
after some more successes, was at last routed ; and 
this only remaining hope of the royal party finally 
extinguished. *. * » 

When Montrose descended into the southern 
counties, the covenanters, assembling their whole 
force,* met him with a numerous army, and gave 
him batjjle, but without success, at Kilsyth.* This 
was the most complete victory that Montrose ever 
obtained. The royalists put to the sword six thou- 
sand of their enemies, and left the covenanters no 
remains of any army in Scotland. Thfe whole king- 
dom was shaken with these repeated successes of 
Montrose ; and many noblemen, who secretly fa- 
voured the royal cause, now decided openly for it, 
when they saw a force able to support them. The 

. These, compositions were diflerent, accortUiig to the demeiits of the 
person : But by a vote of the house they could not be under two years’ 
rent of the delinquent’s estate. Jouin. 11 ih of August, 1648. Whitlocke, 

p. 160. 

‘‘ Rush. vol. vii. p. 108. ' August, 1645. 
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Marquis of Douglas, the Earls of Annandale and 
Hartfield, the Lords Fleming, Seton, Maderty, 
Carnegy, With many others, flocked to the ^oyal 
standard. Edinburgh opened its gates, and gave 
liberty to all tBe prisoners there detained by the 
covenanters. Among the rest ivas Lord Ogilvy, son 
of Airly, whose family had contributed extremely 
to the victory gained at, Kilsyth.* 

. David Lesly was detached from the army in 
Englaiid, and marched to the relief of his distressed 
party in Sdotland. Montrose advanced still farther 
to tjie south, allured by vain hopes, both of rousing 
to arms the ES,rls of. Hume, Traquaire, and Rox- 
borough, wfep had promised to join him; and of 
obtaining from 'England some supply of cavalry, in 
which he was deficient. By the negligence of his 
scouts, Lesly, at Philip-haugh in the Forest, surprised 
his army, much diminished in numbers, from the 
desertion of the Highlanders, who had retired to the 
hills, according to custom, in order to secure ‘their 
plunder. After a sharp conflict, where Montros(' 
■exerted great valour, his forces were routed by Lesly ’s 
cavalry''; And he himself was obliged to fly with 
his broken forces into the mountains ; where he again 
prepared himself for new battles anti new enterprises.' 

The covenanters used the victory with rigour. 
Their prisoners. Sir Robert Spotiswood, secretary 
of state, and son to the late primate. Sir Philip 
Nisbet, Sir William, Rollo, Colonel Nathaniel Gor- 
don, Andrew Guthry, son of the Bishop of Murcaiy, 
William Murray, son of the Earl ofTullibardine,v^^re 
condemned and executed. The sole crime impufed 
to the secretary was, his delivering to Montrose Idhe 
King’s commission, to be captain-general of Scot- 
land. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken prisoner, 
Would have undergone the same fate had not 

^ Rush. vol. v/i. p. 230, 231. Wishart, cap. 13. 

13lh of Sep*. 1G45, ‘ Hush. yol. vii.p. 231. 
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his sister, found means to procure his escape, by chap. 
changing clothes with him. For this instance of LViii. » 
courage and dexterity, she met with harsh usage. 

The clergy solicited the parliament, that more 
royalists might be executed ; but’ could not obtain 
their request. '' 

After all these repeated disasters, which every 
where befcl the royal party there remained only one 
bo^y of troops, on which fortune could exercise her 
rigour. Lord Astley, with a small army ‘of 3000 ^ 2(1 Mar. 
men, chiefly cavalry, marching to Oxfotd, in order 
to join the King, was met at Sowe by Cojonel Mor- 
gan, and entirely defeated ; .himself being taken 
prisoner. “ You have done your work>” said Astley 
to the parliamentary officers ; “ and may now go 
“ to play, unless you choose to fall out among your- 
‘f. selves.”' 

. The condition of the King, during this whole 
winter, was to the last degree disastrous and melan- 
ftholy. As the dread of ills is commonly more 
i(^pressive than their Veal presence, perhaps in no 
^riod of his life was he more justly the objcdt of 
(fitompassion. His vigour of mind, which, though it 
som*etimes failed him in acting, never, deserted him 
in his j^ufferings*, was what alone supported him ; 
and he was determined, as he wrote to Lord Digby, 
if Jie could not live as a King, to die like a gentleman ; 
nor should any of his friends, he said, ever have 
reason to blush for the Prince whom they had so un- 
fortunately served. The murmurs of discontented 


* Guthiy’s Memoirs. Rush. vol. vii. p. 232. 

' Rush. vol. vii. p. 141. It was the same Aitley, who, before he 
charged at the battle of Edgehill, made (his short prayer, O Lord! 
•Ihou knawest how busy I must be this day. If 1 forget thee, 
forget me. And with that, rose up, and cried, March on, hoys • Warwick, 
p. 229. ITiere were certainly much longer prayers said in the parliamen- 
tary army ; but I doubt if there were so go(m a one. 

Caire’s Ormond, vol. iii. No. 433, I 
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officers, on the one hand, harassed their unhappy 
sovereign ; while they over-rated those services and 
sufferings which, they now saw, must for ever go 
unrewarded. " ' The affectionate duty, an the other 
hand, of his more generous friends, who respected 
his misfortunes and his virtues, as much as his dig- 
nity, wrung his heart with a new sorrow ; when he 
reflected, that such disinterested attachment would 
so soon be exposed to the rigour of his implacE^ble 
enemies. Rep^Ated attempts, which he made for a 
peaceful and equitable accommodation withihe par- 
liament, sgrved to no purpose but to convince them, 
that the victory was entirely in their hands. They 
deigned not tb make the least reply to several of his 
ihessages, in which he desired a passport for com- 
missioners." At last, after reproathing him with the 
blood spilt during the war, they told him that they 
were preparing bills for him ; and his passing them 
would be the best pledge of his inclination towards 
peace : In other words, he must yield at discretioft^ 
He desired a petsonal treaty/ and offered to comci|® 
Loridon, upon receiving a safe-conduct for himsrff 
and his attendants ; They absolutely refused him 
admittance, and issued orders for the guarding,*that 
is, the seizing of his person in caSe he should at- 
tempt to visit them.'' A new incident which hap- 
pened in Ireland served to inflame the minds of 
men, and to increase those calumnies with which 
his enemies Bad so, much loaded him, and which 
he ever regarded as the most grievous part of his 
misfortunes. 

Afteh the cessation with the Irish rebels,, the 
King was desirous of concluding a final peace with 
them, and obtaining their assistance in England : 
And he gave authority to Ormond, lord-lieutenant,' 

" Walker, p. 147. » " Kush. vol. vii. p. 215, 

f' Ibid, vol, vii. p. 217. ‘219. Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 744. ^ 

i Rush. vol. vii. p. If lD. Clarendon, vol. iv. ]>. 741. ^ \ 
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to promise them an abrogation of the penal laws 
enacted against catholics; together with the sus- 
pension of Poinings’ statute, with regard to some 
particular hills which should be agreed on. Lord 
Herbert, created Earl of Glamorgan, (though his 
patent had not yet passed the seals,) having occa- 
sion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the 
King considered, that this nobleman, being a catho- 
lic, and allied to the best Irish families, might be of 
service : He also foresaw, that farther concessions 
with regard to religion might probably be demanded 
by the bigotted Irish ; and that, as these cnncessions, 
however necessary, would give great scandal £o the 
protestant zealots in his three kingdoms, it would be 
requisite both to conceal them durirfg’some time, and 
to preserve ' Ormond’s character,* by giving private 
orders to Glamorgan to conclude and sign these 
articles. But as he had a better opinion of Gla- 
morgan’s zeal and affection for his service, than of 
his capacity, he enjoined him to communicate all 
his measures to Ormond ; and though the final con- 
clusion of the treaty must be executed only in 
Glamorgan’s own name, he was required to be 
directed, in the steps towards it, by the opinion of 
the lor^-lieutenaht. Glamorgan, bigotted to his re- 
ligion, and' passionate for the King’s service, but 
guided in these pursuits by no manner of Judgement 
or discretion, secretly, of himself, without any com- 
munication with Ormond, concluded *a peach with 
the council of Kilkenny, and agreed, in the King’s 
name, that the Irish should enjoy all the churches 
of which they had ever been in possession since 
the commencement of their insurrection ; on con- 
dition that they should assist the Kihg in England 
with a body of ten thousand men. This transaction 
was discovered by accident. The titular Archbishop 
of Tuam being killed by a sally of the garrison of 
Sligo, the articles of the treaty were found among 
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his baggage, ancf^^ere immediately published every 
where, and copies of them sent over to the English 
parliament. ' The lord-lieutenant and Lord Digby, 
foreseeing the clamour which would be raised against 
the King, cominifted Glamorgan to, prison, charged 
him with treason for his temerity, and maintained, 
that he had acted altogether without any authority 
from his master. The English parliament, however, 
neglected not so favourable an opportunity of .re- 
viving the old clamour with regard to the King’s 
favour of popery, and accused him of delivering 
over,, in a»manner, the whole kingdom of Ireland to 
that hated secV. The King told them, “ That the 
“ Earl ofGltrtnorgan having made an offer to raise 
forces in the kingdom of Ireland, and to conduct 
“ them into England for His Majesty’s 'service, had 
“ a commission to that purpose, and to that purpose 
“only, and that he had no commission at all to 
“ treat of any thing else, without the privity and 
“ direction of the lord-lieutenant, much less to 
“ capitulate«any thing concofning religion, or aiiy 
“ property belonging either to church or laity.”’ 
Though this declaration seems agreeable to truthy 
it gave no satisfaction to the parliament ; and some 
historians, even at present, when the ancient^igotr^ 
is somewhat abated, are desirous of representing thft 
very innocent transaction, in which the King wil 
engaged by the most violent necessity, as a stain ^ 
the memory of that unfortunate Prince.* 

Having lost all hope of prevailing over the rigour 
of the parliament, either by arms or by treaty, ^the’ 
only resource which remained to the King was. de- 
rived from the intestine dissensions, which ran very 
high among his enemies. Presbyterians and in- 
dependents, even before their victory wtte. fully 

♦ ..... -f 
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completed, fell into contests about the, division of 
the spoil, and their religion as well as civil disputes 
agitated the whole kingdom. 

The Parliament, though they had early abolished 
episcopal authority, had not, during so long a time, 
substituted any other spiritual government in its 
place ; and their committee of religion had hitherto 
assumed the whole ecclesiastical jurisdiction : But 
they now established, by an ordinance, the presby- 
terian model in all its forms of congregational, clas- 
sical, provincial, and national assmblres. All the 
inhabitants of each parish were ordered meet and 
choose elders, on whom, together \Vlth the minister, 
was bestowed the entire direction of all spiritual 
concerns within the congregatiorf. ‘ A number of 
neighbouring 'parishes, commonly between twelve 
and twenty, formed a classis ; and the court, which 
governed this division, was composed of all the 
iirinisters, together with two, three, or four elders 
chosen from each parish. The provincial assembly 
retained an inspection over several * neighbouring 
classes, and was composed entirely of clergymen : 
The national assembly was constituted in the same 
mahner ; and its authority extended pver the whole 
kingdom,. It is probable, that the tyranny exer- 
cised ^y the Scottish clergy had given warning not 
to allow laymen a place in the provincial or national 
assemblies ; lest the nobility and more considerable 
gentry, soliciting a seht in th^se great ecclesiastical 
courts, should bestow a consideration upon them, 
and render them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival 
to the parliament. In the inferior courts, the mix- 
ture of the laity might serve rather to temper the 
usual. zeal of the clergy." • 

But though the presbyterians, by the establish- 
ment of parity among the ecclesiastics, were so far 
gratified, they were denied satisfaction in several 
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other points on which they were extremely intent. 
The assembly of divines had voted presbytery to be 
of divine right. The parlianient refused their assent 
to that decision.'' Selden, Whitlocke, .and other 
political reasonerS, assisted by thg independents, 
had prevailed in this important deliberation. They 
thought, that had the bigotted religionists been able 
to get their heavenly charter recognized, the pres- 
byters would soon become more dangerous to the 
magistrate than had ever been the prelatifcal clergy. 
These latter, wMle they claimed to themselves a 
divine rigljt, admitted of a like origin to civil autho- 
rity : ’ The former, challenging to their owri order a 
celestial pedigree, derived the legislative power 
from a source ho*^ more dignified than the voluntary 
association of the people. • 

Under colour of keeping the sacraments from 
profanation, the clergy of all Christian sects had as- 
sumed what they call the power of the keys, or the 
right of fulminating excommunication. The example 
of Scotland was a sufficient le.^son for the parliament 
to uSe precaution in guarding against so severe a 
tyranny. They determined, by a general ordinance, 
all the cases .in which excommunication could be 
usSd. They allowed of appeals to ^arliamei^ from^i 
all ecclesiastical courts. And they appointee com- 
missioners in every province to judge of such cases 
as fell not within their general ordinance.* So much 
civil 'authority*, interpiixed Vvith the ecclesiastical, 
gave disgust to all the zealots. 

But nothing was attended with more universal ' 
scandal than the propensity of many in the parlia- 
ment towards a toleration of the protestant secta- 
ries. The presbyterians exclaimed, that this indul- 
gence made the church of Christ resemble Noah’s- 
ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all unclean 
beasts. They insisted, that the least of Christ’s 

I 
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truth was superior to all political considerations.^ ^Lvn/* 

They maintained the eternal obligation imposed 

by the covenant to extirpate heresy and sehism. 

And they .menaced all their opponents with the 
same rigid persecution, under which they them- 
selves had groaned, when held in subjection by the 
hierarchy. > * • 

So great prudence and reserve, in such material 
points, does, great honour’ to the parliament ; and 
prbves, that, notwithstanding the prevalency bl 
bigotry and fanaticism, there wefe.many members 
who had more enlarged views, and paid regard to 
the civil interests of society. Theac mdn, uniting 
themselves to the enthusia|its, whosg genius is na- 
turally averse to clerical iisurpativ9ns, exercised so 
jealous an autliority over the asi^embly of divines, 
that they allowed them nothing but the liberty ol 
tendering advice, and would not intrust them even 
with the power of electing their own chairman or 
his substitute, or of supplying the vacancies of their 
own members. • , ^ 

Will OK these disputes were canvassed by theolo- 
gians, who engaged in their spiritual contests every 
order of the state ; the King, though he entertained 
hopes- of reaping advantage from tliosc divisions, 

' was i^c|| at a loss which side it would be most tor 
his interest to comply with. The presbyterians 
were, by their principles, the least averse to regal 
authority; but were rigidly bent onihe extirpation 
of prelacy : The independents were resolute to lay 
the foundation of a republican government; but as 
they pretended not to erect themselves into a na- 
tional church, it might be hoped, that if gratified 
with a tolei’ation, they would admit»the re-establish- 
ment of the hierarchy. So great attachment had the 
King to episco|)al jurisdiction, that he was ever in- 
clined to put it in balance even with his own power 
and kingly office. 
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But whatever advantage he might hope to reap 
from the divisions in the parliamentary party, he 
was apprehensive, lest it should come too late to 
save him from the destruction with which heSvas 
instantly threatened. Fairfax was approaching with 
a powerful and victorious army, and was taking 
the proper measures for laying siege to Oxford, 
which must infallibly fall into his hands. To be 
taken captive and led in triumph by his insolent 
enemies, was what Charles justly abhorred ; and 
every insult, if.iibt violence, was to be dreaded from 
that enthusiastic soldiery, who hated his persofi and 
despised fiis dignity.. In this desperate extremity, 
he embraced#a measure y^hich, in any other situa- 
tion, might lie'ihider the imputation of imprudence 
and indiscretion. , 

Montuevili.e, the Frerkch minister, interested for 
the King, more by the natural sentiments of hu- 
manity than any instructions from his court, whieh 
seemed rather to favour the parliament, had soli- 
cited the Sc^ottbih generals And commissioners, to 
givo^ protection to their distressed sovereign; aird 
having received many general professiong^gud pr^ 
mises, he had alv/ays transmitted these, ..peHiapSs 
Avith some exaggeration, to the King. Feo™ hjs 
suggestions, Charles began to entertain tnouglils 
of leaving Oxford, and flying to the Scottish army, 
which at that time lay before Newark. '' He con- 
sidered that tke Scottish nation had been fully gra- 
tified in all their demands ; and having already, in 
their own country, annihilated both episcopacy and' 
regal authority, had no farther concessions to exact 
from him. In all disputes which had passed about 
settling the terms of peace, the Scots, he heard, had 
still adhei'ed to the milder side, and had endeavour-, 
ed to soften the rigour of the English parliament. 
Great disgusts also, bn other accounts, had taken 
« 
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place between the nations ; and the Scots found that chap. 
in proportion as their assistance became less necessary, LVin. 
less j, value was put upon them. The progress of 
the independents gave them great alarm ; and they 
were scandalize^ to hear their beloved covenant 
spoken of, every day, with less regard and reverence. 

The refusal of a divine right to presbytery, and the 
infringing of ecclesiastical discipline from political 
considerations, were, to th*em, the subject of much 
offence: And the King hoped, that, in their -present 
disposition, the sight of their native l^rince flying to 
them in this extremity of distress, would rouse 
every spark of generosity in thejr bosertn, and procure 
him their favour and prote.ction. >* 

That he might the better concedl'his intentions, 
orders were given at every gate iik Oxford for allow- 
ing three persons to pass j and in the night the King, 
accompanied by none but Dr. Hudson and Mr. Ash- 
burnham, went out at that gate which leads to London. 

He rode before a portmanteau, and called himself 
Ashburnham’s servant* He passed*thr.pugh Henley, 

St. Albans, and came so near to Loudon as Har/ow- 
on-the-Hill. He once entertained thoughts of en- 
tering into that city, and of throwing himself on the 
merc;^j^f the parliament. But at last, after passing 
throi^fi many cross roads, he arrived at the Scottish 
camp before Newai’k. “ The parliament hearing of 5th May. 
his escape from Oxford, issued rigorous orders, and 
threatened with instan’t death, whoever should har- 
bour or conceal him. 

The Scottish general and commissioners affected King goes 
great surprise on the appearance of the King : And 
though they paid him all the exterior respect due to camp at 
hisdignity, they instantly set aguard Uponhim, under 
colour of protection, and made him in reality a pri- 
soner. They informed the English parliament of 
this unexpected incident, and assured them that they 

\Vhii!.^ckc, p. 200. 

had 


'* Rushwoith, vol. vii. p. 267. 



74 

CHAP. 

mil. 

1646 . 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

had entered into no private treaty with the King. 
They applied to him for orders to Bellasis, governor 
of Nfiwarki to surrender that town, now reducfid to 
extremity; and the orders were instantly obeyed. 
And hearing that the parliament laid claim to. die 
entire disposal of the King’s person, and that the 
English army was making some motions towards 
them ; they thought proper to retire northwards, and 
to fix their camp at Newcastle. 

Tins measure was very grateful to the King; and 
he began to entertain hopes of protection from the 
Scots. He was particularly attentive to the behaviour 
of tlieir preachers, on whom all depended. It was the 
mode of that, age to make the pulpit the scene of 
news ; and on eVery great event, the whole Scripture 
was ransacked by the clergy for passages applicable to 
the present occasion. The first minister who preached 
before the King, chose these words for his text; 
“ And behold all the men of Israel came to the Ki^, 
“ and said unto him. Why have our brethren, Ihc 
“ men of Ju/lah^. stolen thecaway, and have brou^t 
“ the King and his household, and all David’s men 
“with him, over Jordan? And all the men -of 
‘ ‘ J udah answered the men of Israel , Because the^Kiag 
“ is near of kin to us ; wherefore *11160 be ]|e angty 
“ for this njatter ? Have we eaten at all of the King’s 
“ cost; or hath he given us any gift? And the 
“ men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and 
“ said', We have ten parts’ in the King, and we 
“ have also more right in David than ye : Why 
“ then did ye despise us, that our advice should not 
“ be first had, in bringing back our King : And 
“ the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 
“ Che words of the men of Israel.” But the King 
found, that the happiness chiefly of the allusion had 

* Rush, vol, vii. p. ‘271. Clarcmlon, vol. v. p. 23. 
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tempted the preacher to employ this text, and that chap. 
the covenanting zealots were nowise pacified towards 
him. ^ Another preacher, after reproaching him to 
his face witlr his misgovernment, ordered this psalm 
to be sung : 

Why dost thou, tyrant, boast thyself. 

Thy wicked deeds to praise ? 

s ^ 

The King stood up, and called for that psalm*which 
begins with these words. 

Have mercy. Lord, on me. I pray ; 

For men would me devour : 

The good-natured audience, i» pity to tallen 
Majesty, showed for once 'greater deference to the 
King than to the Minister; and sung the psalm whieh 
the former had called for.® 

Charles had very little reason to be pleased with 
his situation. He not only found himsejf a prisoner 
very strictly guarded : All his friends were kept at a 
distance ; and no intercourse, either by letters or 
conversation, was allowed him, with, any one on 
whom could depend, or who was suspected of 
any attachment towards him. The Scottish generals 
would enter into no confidence with him ; and still 
treated him with distant ceremony and feigned re- 
spect. And every proposal wlych they mad^ him, 
tended farther to his abasement and to his ruin.' 

They required him to issue orders to Oxford, 
and all his other garrisons, commanding their sur- 
render to the parliament : And the King, sensible that 
their resistance was to very little purpose, willingly 
complied. The terms given to most of them were 
honourable ; and Fairfax, as far as lay in his power, 
was very exact in observing them. Far from 

• Whitlocke, p. 334. ' t'Ureudon, vot v, p. 30. 
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allowing violence, he would not even permit insulti 
or triumph over the unfortunate royalists ; and 
his generous humanity, so cruel a civil war was ended, 
in appearance very calmly, between the parties. 

Ormond, having received like orders, delivered 
Dublin, and other forts, into the hands of the parlia- 
mentary officers. Montrose also, after having ex- 
perienced still more variety of good and bad for- 
tune, threw down his arms and retired out of the 
kingdom. 

The Marquis of Worcester, a man past eighty- 
four, was the last in England that submitted to the 
authority of 'the parliament. He defended Raglar 
castle to extremity ; and opened not its gates till 
the middle of iVugust. Four years, a few days ex- 
cepted, were noM' elapsed, since the King first erected 
his standard at Nottingham." So long had tht 
British nations, by civil and religious quarrels, been 
occupied in shedding their own blood, and laying 
waste their native country. 

The parliament and the Scots laid their pro)^D- 
sak before the King. They were such as a captive, 
entirely at mercy, could expect from the most ineje®- 
rable victor; Yet were they little worse than*what 
were insisted on before the battle* of Naseky. The 
power of the sword, instead of ten, which the King 
now offered, was demanded for twenty years, toge- 
ther with a right to levy whatever money the parlia- 
menyshould -think ^proper for the support of their 
armies. The other conditions were, in the main, 
the same with those which had formerly been offered 
to the King.'' 

Charles said, that proposals which introduced 
such importairt innovations in the constitution, de- 
manded time for deliberation: The commissioneps 
replied, that he must give his answer in ten days.' 

JUl.sh worth, vol. v». p. 293. Ibid. p. 309. 
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He desired to reason about the meaning and im- 
port of some terms : They informed him, that they 
had 1)0 power of debate ; and peremptorily required 
his consent ' or refusal. He requested a personal 
treaty with the parliament : They "threatened, that 
if he delayed compliance, the parliament would, by 
their own authority, settle the nation. 

What the parliament was most intent upon, was, 
not their treaty with the King, to whom they paid 
little regard ; but that with the Scots. Two important 
points remained to be settled with that nation ; their 
delivery of the King, and the cstimatioq of their 
arrears, ’ 

The Scots might pretend*, that, as?* Charles was 
King of Scotland as well as of Eugfand, they wCTe 
entitled to an equal vote in the disposal of his per- 
son : And that, in such a case, where the titles are 
equal, and the subject indivisible, the preference 
was due to the present possessor. The English 
maintained, that the King, being in England, was 
comprehended within the jurisdiction of that king- 
dom, and could not be disposed of by any foreign 
nation. A delicate question this, and what surely 
could not be decided by precedent,, since such 
a situat>|)n is not; any where, to be found in his- 
tory."' 

As the Scots concurred with the English, in im- 
posing such severe conditions on the King, that, 
notwithstanding his unfortunate, situation, he still re- 
fused to -accept of them; it is certain that they did 
hot desire his freedom : Nor could they ever intend 
to join lenity and rigour together, in so incon- 
sistent a manner. Before the settlement of terms, 
the administration must be possessed 'entirely by the 
parliaments of both kingdoms; and how incompa- 
tible that scheme with the liberty of the King, is 
easily imagined. To carry him a prisoner into Scot- 
land, where few forces could be supported to guard 
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chap: him, was a measure so full of inconvenience and 
danger, that, even if the English had consented to 
it, must have appeared to the Scots themselves 
altogether uneligible : And how could" such a plan 
be supported in opposition to England, possessed of 
such numerous and victorious armies, which were, 
at that time, at least seemed to be, in entire union 
with the parliament? ,The only expedient, it is ob- 
vious, which the Scots could embrace, if they scru- 
pled \vholly to. abandon the King, was immediately 
to return, fully and cordially, to their allegiance ; 
and, uni/ing themselves with the royalists in both 
kingdoms, endeavour, by force of arms, to reduce 
the English *’p|irliamefit 'to more moderate condi- 
tions : But, besides that this measure was full of 
extreme hazard { what was it but instantly to com- 
bine with their old enemifes against their old friends; 
and, in a fit of romantic generosity, overturn what, 
with so much expense of blood and treasure, they 
had, during the course of sp many years, been so 
carefully ercctitig ? 

Eut, though all these reflections occurred to the 
Scottish commissioners, they resolved to prolong 
the dispute, 'and keep the King as a pledge for thosd 
arrears which they claimed fro*m Engla^, and 
which they were not likely, in the present disposi- 
tion of that nation, to obtain by any other expedient. 
The sum, by their account, amounted to near two 
millions : for they had received little regular pat 
since they had entered England. And though thfe 
contributions which they had levied, as well as 
the price of their living at free quarters, must be 
deducted ; yet still the sum which they insisted on 
was very cons'iderable. After many discusdons, it 
was at last agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, 
they should accept of 400,000 pounds, one half to 
be paid instantly, another in two subsequent ,pay- 
ments. ‘ 

^ ‘ Rushworth, vol. vii. p. 326. Pari. Hist. vol. xv. p. 236. 
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Great pains were taken by the Scots (and the 
English complied with their pretended delicacy) to 
make this estimation and payment of arrears ap- 
pear a quite, difterent transaction from that for the 
delivery of the King’s person : But common sense 
requires, that they should be regarded as one and 
the same. The English, it is evident, had they 
not been previously assured of receiving the King, 
would never have parted with so considerable a 
sum*; and, while they weakened themselves ’by the 
same measure, have strengthened a people with whom 
they must afterwards have so material ap interest 
to discuss. . • 

Thus the Scottish nation, underwent, and still 
undergo (for such grievous stains are Aot easily wiped 
off), the reproach of selling their King, and betray- 
ing their Prince for money. In vain did they 
maintain, that this money was, on account of former 
services, undoubtedly their due ; that in their pre- 
sent situation, no other measure, w'ithout the utmost 
indiscretion, or even 'their apparent fuin, could 
be embraced ; and that, though they delivered thfcir 
King into the hands of his open enemies, they were 
themlelves as much his open enemies ,as those to 
■ whom tlyy surrendered him, and their common ha- 
tred against him had long united the two parties in 
strict alliance with each other. They were still an- 
swered, that they made use of this scandalous ex- 
pedient for obtaining their wages ; and that' after 
taking arms, without any provocation, against their 
sovereign, who had ever loved and cherished them, 
tliey had deservedly fallen into a situation, from 
which they could not extricate themselves, without 
either infamy or imprudence. 

• The infamy of this bargain had such an influence 
on the Scottish parliament, that they once voted, that 
the King should be protected, and bis liberty insisted 
on. But the general assembly interposed, and 
pronounced, that, as he had refused to take the 
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-coveuant, which was pressed on him, it became not 
the godly to concern themselves about his fortunes. 
After this declaration, it behoved the parliament to 
retract their vote. ■" . - ‘ 

-• Intelligemce concerning the final resolution of 
the Scottish xration to surrender him, was brought 
to the King ; and he happened, at that very time, 
to be playing at cliess." Such command of temper 
did he possess, that he*^ continued his game without 
interruption; and none of the by-standers could 
perceive that the letter, which he perused, had 
brought him news of any consequence. The English 
commissioner^, whq, some days after, came to take 
him under tkeir custody, were admitted to kiss his 
hands ; ' and h^ received them with the same grace 
and cheerfulness, as if they had' travelled on no 
other errand than to pay court to him. The old 
Earl of Pembroke in particular, who was one of 
them, he congratulated on his strength and vigour, 
that he was still able, during such a season, to per- 
form so long a. journey in Company with so many 
young people. 

The King, being delivered over by the Scots to 
the En^iSh.commissioners, was conducted: ufiderja 
guard to Holdenby, in the county of Nort|jamptoff. 
On his journey, the whole country flockea to be- 
hold him, moved partly by curiosity, partly by 
compassion and affection. If any still retained rrm- 
cour against him, in jiis presCnt condition, they passed 
in silence ; while his well-wishers, more generous 
than prudent, accompanied his march with tears, 
with acclamations, and with prayers for his safety." 
That ancient superstition likewise of desiring the 
King’s touch* in scrofulous distempers, seemed to 
acquire fresh credit among the people, from the 
general tenderness which began to prevail for this 
virtuous and unhappy monarch. 

Pari. Hist. vol. xv. p, 243, 244. '» Burnet’s Memoirs of tbf 

HarniltoDs. ** Ludlow. Herbert. 
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The commissioners rendered his confinement at 
Holdenby very rigorous ; dismissing his ancient 
servants, debarring him from visits, and cutting off 
all communication with his friends or family. The 
parliament, though earnestly applied to by the King, 
refused to allow his chaplains to attend him, because 
they had not taken the covenant. The King refused 
to assist at the service exercised according to the 
directory ; because he had hot as yet given his conr 
sent* to that mode of worship.** Such religious zeal 
prevailed on both sides ! And such was the unhappy 
and distracted condition to which it hacj reduced 
King and people ! . • 

During the time that ihe King remained in the 
Scottish army at Newcastle, died thb'Earl of Essex, 
the discarded, but still powerful and popular general 
of the parliament. His death, in this conjuncture, 
was a public misfortune. Fully sensible of the 
excesses to which affairs had been carried, and of 
the worse consequences which were still to be 
apprehended, he had r’esolved to conclyde a peace, 
and to remedy, as far as possible, all those ills' to 
which, from mistake rather than any bad intentions, 
he hiJtl himself so much contributed. .The presby- 
terian, or the moderate party among the commons, 
found tnemselves considerably weakened by his 
death : And the small remains of authority which 
still adhered to the house of peers, were in a man- 
ner wholly extinguished!’ , • 

P Clarendon, vol.v. p. 39. Warwick, p. 298. 

y Clarendon, vol.v. p. 43. 
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Mutiny gf the Army.— The King seized by Joyce. — The 'Army 
march against Jhe Parliament. — The Army subdue the Parlia- 
ment. — The King flies to the Isle of Wight. — Second Civil War. 
— Invasion from- Scotland. — ^The Treaty of Newport. — Tlie Civil 
Waj: and Inv^iion repres^d^ — The King seized again by the 
Army.— The Hoifse purged. — The King’s Trial, — and Execution, 
— and Character, c • . . 

CHAP. ^I^HE dominion of the parliament was of short 
LIX. J. duration. No sooner had they subdued their 
” j Sovereign, than their own servants rose against them , 
and tumbled them from their slippery throne. The 
sacred boundaries of the laws being once violate, 
nothing remained to confine the wild pjrojects of 
2eal and aptbition. And every successive ||vofuti^ 
became a precedent for that which folio weife it. % “ 
I isr proportion as the terror of the King s powfr 
diminished, the divisi 9 n between independent aii& 
presbyterian became every day more apparent ; and 
the neuters f5und it at last requisite to seek shelter 
in one or the other faction. Many new writs were 
issued for elections, in the room of members who 
had died, or were disqualified by adhering to the 
King ; yet still the presbyterians retained the supe- 
riority among' the commons : And all the peers, 
except Lord Say, were esteemed of that party. 
The independents, to whom the inferior sectaries 
adhered, predominated in the army : And the troops 
of the new model were universally infected with that 
efithusiastic spirit. To t^eir assistance did the 

independent 
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independent party among the commons chiefly trust, chap. 
in their projects for acquiring the ascendant over » 

the^ antagonists. ~i64r 

Soon after the retreat of the Scots, the presby- 
terians, seeing every thing reduced to obedience, 
began to talk of diminishing the army : And, on 
pretence of easing the public burdens, they levelled 
a deadly blow at the o,pposite faction. They 
purposed to embark a strong detachment under 
Skippon and Massey, for the service of IVeland : 

They openly declared their intention of liiaking a 
great reduction of the remainder." It .,was ,even 
imagined, that another new model of* the army was 
projected, in order to regain to the*pres^yterians 
that superiority which they had so imprudently lost 
by the former.' • • ■ * 

The army had small inclination to the service 
of Ireland ; a country barbarous, uncultivated, and 
laid waste by massacres and civil commotions ; they 
had less inclination to disbat^d, and to renounce that 
pay, which, having earned it throifgh »fatigues and 
dangers, they now purposed to enjoy in ease and 
tranquillity. And most of the officers having risen 
from the dregs of the people, had no other pros- 
pect, iHfdeprived* of their commissioin, than that of 
returning to languish in their native poverty and 
obscurity. 

These motives of interest acquired additional 
influenite, and becamb more dfuogerouh to the par- 
liament, from the religious spirit by which the army 
was universally actuated. Among the generality of 
men, educated in regular civilized societies, the sen- 
timents of shame, duty, honour, have considerable 
authority, and serve to counterbalance and direct 
the motives derived from private advantage : But, 
by the predominancy of enthusiasm among the 

Fourteen thousund men were only intended to be kept up ; 6000 horse, 

6000 foot, and 2000 dragoons. Bates. 

* Rushworth, vol. vii. p. 564. 

G 2 parljamentary 
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CHAP, parliameatary forces, these salutary principles lost 
their credit, and were regarded as merp human inven- 
1647. tions, yea, moral institutions, fitter for Jicathens than 
for Christians.* The saint, resigned ov.er to s\ipe- 
rior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all his 
appetites, disguised under the appearance of pious 
zeal. And, besides the strange corruptions engen- 
dered by this spirit^ it eluded and loosened all the 
ties of morality, and gdve entire scope, and even 
sanction, to the selfishness and ambition which* na- 
turally adhere. to the human mind. 

The military confessors were farther encouraged 
in disobedienct; to superiors, by that spiritual pride 
to which a mistaken piety is so subject. They were 
not, they said,‘ mere janisaries ; mercenary troops 
inlisted for hire, .and to be disposed of at the will 
of their paymasters." Religion and liberty were the 
motives which had excited them to arms ; and they 
had a superior right to see those blessings, which 
they had purchased with their blood, ensured to 
■ future generptiojis. By the s'ame title that the pres- 
bylrerians, in contradistinction to the royalists, had 
appropriated to themselves the epithet of godly, or 
the well-affeqfed'" ; the independents did no#, in 
contradistinction to the presbytewans, asswne this 
magnificent appellation, and arrogate all the ascen- 
dant, which naturally belongs to it. 

Hearing of parties’ in the house of cominons, 
and being infermed that the minority were friends 
to- the army, the Wjority enemies; the troops 
naturally interested themselves in that dangerous 
distinction, and were eager to give the superiority {o 
their partisans. Whatever hardships they under- 
went, though perhaps derived from inevitable neces- 
sity, were ascribed to. a settled design of oppressing- 
them, and resented as an effect of the animosity and 
malice of their adversaries. 

‘ Rush. vol. Vi . p. 1 34. « Ibid. vol. vii. p. 565. 

\ Ibid, voi, vii. p, 474. * 

Not- 
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. Notwithstanding the great revenue which chap. 
accrued from taxes, assessments, sequestrations, and 

compositions, considerable arrears were due to the 
army ; and* many of the private men, as well as 
officers, had near a twelvemonth’s* pay still owing 
them. The army suspected, that this deficiency was 
purposely contrived, in order to oblige them to live 
at free quarters ; and by repdering them odious to 
the ^country, serve as a pretence for disbanding 
them. When they saw such members afe were 
employed in committees and civil offices accumulate 
fortunes, they accused them of rapine and public 
plunder. And, as no plan was poinfed out by the 
commons for the payment of arrear^ the^ soldiers 
dreaded, that, after they should be disbanded or 
embarked for Irfelaifd, their enemies, who predomi- 
nated in the two houses, would entirely defraud them 
of their right, and oppress them with impunity. 

On this ground or pretence did the first commo- Mutiny of 
tions begin in the army. A petition, addressed to »™y. 
Fairfax, the general, was handed about > craving an 
indemnity, and that ratified by the King, for any 
illeg^ actions, of which, during the course of the 
war, the soldiers might have been guilty ; together 
with satisfaction In arrears, freedom from pressing, 
relief of widows and maimed soldiers, and pay till 
disbanded. * The commons, qware of what combus- 
tible materials the army was composed, were alarmed 
at this intelligence. Suet a comhinatioif, they knew, 
if not checked in' its first appearance, must beat- 
tended with the most dangerous consequences, and 
must soon exalt the military above the civil autho- 
rity. Besides summoning some officers to answer 
for this attempt, they immediately voted that the March 30. 
petition tended to introduce mutiny, to put conditions 
upon the parliament, and to obstruct .the relief of 

Pari. IJist. vol. p. 342. 

Ireland ; 
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IrdAQd ; and they threatened to proceed against the 
promoters of it, as enemies to the state, and disturbers 
of ’public peace. ^ This declaration, which may be 
deemed violent, especially as the army had some 
ground for comj^aint, produced fatal effects. The 
sbldiers lamented that they were deprived of the 
privileges of Englishmen; that they were not allowed 
so much as to repr^^nt their grievances ; that, while 
petitions from Essex a&d other places were openly 
encouraged against the army, their mouths were 
slopped; and ‘that they, who were the authors of 
liberty to, the nation, were reduced, by a faction in 
parliament, tR*the most grievous servitude. 

In this disposition was the army found by W arwick, 
Dacres, Massejf, and other commissioners, who were 
sent to make them proposals for entering into the 
service of Ireland. * Instead of inlisting, the gene- 
rality objected to the terms ; demanded an indemnity ; 
Were clamorous for their arrears : And, though they 
expressed no dissatisfaction against Skippon, whp 
was appointed «commander, ‘they discovered rnudh 
stronger inclination to serve under Fairfrucsjand 
Cromwell. * Some officers who were of th^rpbyi^ 
terian party, having entered into engageiffelfcs for 
this service, could prevail on verydew of th|fS()ldierl 
to inlist under them. And, as these officers lay all 
under the grievous reproach of deserting the army, 
and betraying the interests of their companions, the 
rest Were farther confirmed in that confederacy, 
which they had secretly formed. " 

To petition and remonstrate being the most 
cautious method of conducting a confederacy, an 
application to parliament was signed by near 200 
officers ; in which they made (heir ai^logy with a 
very imperious air, asserted their right of petition- 
ing, and complained of that imputation thrown 

y Pari. Hist, vol.xv. p. 344. * Rush. vol. vii. p. 457. 

» Jbid. vol. vii. p, 458. ^ ^ Ibid. voUvii. p. 461. 

'^'■y^pon 
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upon them by. the fofmer decimation of the. lower 
house. * The private men likewise of some regiments 
sent ^ letter to Skippon ; in which, together with 
insisting or^he same topics, they lament that designs 
were formed against them and many of the godly 
party in the kingdom ; and declaYe that they could 
not engage for Ireland, till they were satisfied in their 
expectations, and had their just desires granted, 
The army, in a word, felt their power, and resolved 
to b'e masters. 

The parliament, too, resolved, if possible, to pre- 
serve their dominion ; but being destitute of power, 
and not retaining much authority, it was not easy for 
them to employ any expedient which could contribute 
to their purpose. The expedient Which they now 
made use of, was the worst imaginable. They sent 
Skippon, Cromwell, Iretcvn, and Fleetwood, to the 
head-quarters at Saffron Waldon in Essex ; and em- 
powered them to make offers to the army, and 
inquire into the cause of its distempers. These very 
-generals, at least the ‘three last, w,er^ secretly the 
authors of all the discontents ; and failed noi to 
foment those disorders, which they pretended to 
appease. By their suggestion, a was 

embrac^, which, at once, brought matters to 
extremny, and rendered the mutiny incurable. 

In opposition to the parliament at Westminster, 
a military parliament was formed. Together with a 
council of tjie principal oflicers, which was appointed 
after the model of the house of peers ; a more free 
representative of the army was composed, by! the 
©lection of two private men or inferior officers, under 
the title of agitators, from each troop or company.* 
By this means, both the general humour of that time 
was gratified, intent on plans of imaginary republics ; 

* Rush. vol. vh. p. 468. Idem, ihid. p. 474. 

• Mem, ibid. p. 485. Clarendon, vol. v p. 43. 
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and an easy method eontrived for conducting under- 
hand, and propagating the sedition of the army. 

This terrible court, when assembled, having first 
declared that they found no distempers If. the army, 
but many under \^ich it laboured, im- 

mediately voted tlfe offers of the parliament unsatis- 
factory. . Eight v^^ks’ pay alone, they said, was 
promised ; a smail' part of fifty- six weeks, which 
they claimed as their due : No visible security was 
given for the remainder : And having been declared 
public enemies by the commons, they flight hereaf- 
ter be prosecuted as such, unless the declaration 
were* recalled.^** Before matters came to this height, 
Cromwell had posted up to London, on pretence of 
laying bbfore the parliament the rising discontents 
of the army. * . . 

The parliament made one vigorous effort more, 
to try the force of their authority : They voted that 
all the troops which did not engage for Ireland 
should instantly be disbanded in their quarters."^ 
At the same ,time, the council of the army ordered 
a general rendezvous of all the regiments, in order 
to provide for their common interests. And while 
they thus prepared themselves for opposition,- fit the* 
parliament, they struck a blowr which ^)t once 
decided the victory in their favour. 

A PARTT of five hundred horse appeared at Hol- 
denby, conducted by one Joyce, who had once been 
a taylor by profession ; but was now advanced to 
the rank of cornet, and was an active agitator in the 
army. Without being opposed by the guard, whose' 
affections were all on their side, Joyce came into the 
King’s presence armed with pistols, and told him, 
that he must • immediately go along with him. 
Whither ? said the King. To the army, replied- 
Joyce. By what warrant 1 asked the King. Joyce 

^ Rush. vol. vii. p. 497. 505. Whitlocke, p. 250, 

» Rush. vol. vii. p. 487. 

pointed 
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pointed to the soldiers, whom he brought along ; 
tall, handsome, and well accoutred. Your warrant, 
said Charles, smiling, is written in fair characters, 
legible without spelling}' The parliamentary commis^ 
sioners came into the room : They asked Joyce, 
whether he had any orders from the parliament ? He 
said. No: From the General? JVo; By what autho- 
rity he came ? He made the same reply as to the 
King : They would write, they said, to the parliament, 
to Ichmv their pleasure. You- may do so, replied Joyce ; 
hutjtn the mean time the King must immediately go with 
me. Resistance was vain. The King, after protracting 
the time as long as he could, went%nto fiis coach ; 
and was safely conducted to the army, who were 
hastening to their r^dezvous at Triplo-HtJath, near 
Cambridge. The parliament, informed, of this event 
by their commissioners, were thrown into the utmost 
consternation.* 

Fairfax himself was no.less surprised at the 
King’s arrival.i^- That bold measure, executed by 
Joyce, had never been'communicat^d tp the general. 
The orders were entirely verbal ; and nobody aww- 
ed them. And while every one affected astonish- 
mer#l at the enterprize, Cromwell, by whose counsel 
it had ^en directed, arrived from London, and put 
an ei)d*o their deliberations. 

Tins artful and audacious conspirator had con- 
ducted himself in the parliament with such profound 
dissimulation, with such refined hypocrisy, that he 
had long deceived those, who, b*eing themselves very 
•dexterous practitioners in the same arts, should na- 
turally have entertained the more suspicion against 
others. At every intelligence of disoiders in the 
army, he was moved to the highest pitch of grief 
.and of anger. He wept bitterly : He lamented the 
misfortunes of his country : He advised every vio- 
lent measure for suppressing the mutiny ; and by 

<> Whitlocke, p. 254. Warwick, p. 299. 

* Rush* vol. vii. p. 514, 515. (ylatiiindon, vol. v. p. 47. 
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CHAP, these precipitate counsels, at once seemed to evince 
his own sincerity, and inflamed those discontents, of 
* which he intended to make advantage. He obtested 

heaven and earth, Jthat his devoted’attachpaent tcf the 
parliament had rendered him so odious in' the army, 
that his life, while among them, was in the utmost 
danger ; and he had very narrowly escaped a conspi- 
racy formed to as||ssinate him. But information 
being brought that the most active ofiicers and agi- 
tators w.ere entirely his creatures, the parliamentary 
leaders secretly resolved, that, next day, when^he 
should come to the house, an accusation should be 
entered against him, and he should be sent to the 
Tower.'* Cropiwell, who in the conduct of his desr*. 
perate enterprises frequently approached to the very ' 
brink of destructiqn, knew how m.make the requisite 
turn with proper dexterity, and boldness. Being in- 
formed of this design, he hastened to the camp ; 
where he was received with acclamations, and was 
instantly invested with the supreme command, both 
of general and anny. • 

Fairfax, having neither talents himself for cabal, 
nor penetration to discover the cabals of others, 
bad given his entire confidence to Cromwell, wh«f by 
the best coloured pretences, and by the appea||nce of 
an open sincerity and a scrupulous conscieiree, im- 
posed on the easy nature of this brave and virtuous 
man, . The council of officers and the agitators were 
moved altogether by Cromwell’s direction, and con- 
veyed his will to the*whole army. By his profound 
and nrtfui conduct, he had now attained a situation, • 
wherehecould cover his enterprises from public view; 
and, seeming either to obey the commands of his su- 
perior officer, ox yield to Ibe movements of the sol- 
diers, cOuld secretly pave the way for his future 
greatness. While the disorders of the army were yet 
in their infancy, he kept at a distance, lest his 

^ Clarendon, vol. v. p. 46 , 

counterfeit 
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coanterfeit aversion might throw a damp upon them, chap. 
or his secret encouragement beget suspicion in the 
parliament. As soon as they came to maturity, he 1647. ' 
openly joijjied the troops ; and in the critical mo- 
ment, struck that important blow of seizing the 
King’s person, and depriving the parliament of any 
resource of an accommodation with him. Though 
one vizor fell off, another still remained to cover his 
natural countenance. Where delay was requisite, 
he would employ the most indefatigable patience' : 

Where celerity was necessary, he. flew to a de- 
cision. And by thus uniting in his person the most 
opposite talents, he was enabled to cSmbine the most 
contrary interests in a subserviency# to his secret 
purposes. . • . 

The parliament, though at present defenceless, Theanny 
was possessed of many»resources ; and time might 
easily enable them to resist that violence with which 
they were threatened. Without farther delibera- ment. 
tion, therefore, Cromwell advanced the army upon 
them, and arrived in A few days at«St^ Albans. 

I'fb'THiNG could be more popular than this hostility 
which the army commenced against the parliament. 
As%\mh as that assembly was once the idol of the 
natioims much «was it now become the object of ge- 
neral natred and aversion. 

Th j self-denying ordinance had no longer been 
put in'execution, than till Essex, Manchester, W aller, 
and the other officers * of that, party/ had resigned 
their commission : Immediately after, it was laid 
aside by tacit consent ; and the members, sharing 
all offices of power and profit among them, proceeded 
with impunity in exercising acts of oppression on 
the helpless nation. Though the necessity of their 
situation might serve as an apology for many of 
their measures, the people, not accustomed to such 
a species of government, were not disposed to make 
the requisite allowances. 

A SMALL 
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c HAP. A SMALL supply of 100,000 pounds a year could. 

, Lix, neyer be obtained by former Kings from the jealous 
humour of parliaments ; and the English, of aliena- 
tions in Europe, were the least accustom6<il to taxes : 
But this parliameht, from the commencement of the 
war, according to some computations, had levied, in 
five years, above forty millions'; yet were loaded 
with debts and inctimbrances, which, during that 
age, were regarded as prodigious. If these com- 
putations should be thought much exaggerated, 
as they probably are*", the taxes and impositions 
were^ certainly far higher than in any former state 
of the English* government; and such popular 
exaggerations ^ire, at least, a proof of popular dis- 
contents. ' ' • 

But the disposal of this moneywas.no less the 
object of general complaint against the parliament 
than the levying of it. The sum of 300,000 pounds 
they openly took, it is affirmed “, and divided among 
their own members. The committees, to whom the 
management ®f the different branches of revenue was 
intrifeted, never brought in their accounts, and had 
unlimited power of secreting whatever sums they 
pleased from the public treasure." These bwn^es 
were needlessly multiplied, in order to ren^jr the 
revenue more intricate, to share the advantages 
among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds 
of which they were universally suspected.*’ 


* Clement Walker*s History of the Two Juntos,, prefixed to his History 
of Independency, p, 8. This is an author of spirit and ingenuity; and 
being a zealous parliamentarian, l\is authority is very considerable, notwith- 
standing the air of satire which prevails in his \yritings. This computation, 
however, seems much ^qo large ; especially as the sequestrations, during 
the time of W8j‘,.xould not be so considerable as afterwards. 

Yet the same sum precisely is assigned in another book, called Royal 
Treasury of England, p. 297. 

" Clement Walker’s History of Independency, p. 3. 166. 

® Jjbid. p. 8. P Id. Ibid. 

The 
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The method of keeping accounts practised in the 
exchequer was confessedly the exactest, the most 
ancient, the best known, and the least liable to fraud. 
The*exche;(uer was, for that reason, abolished, and 
the rcAjenue put under the management of a com- 
mittee, who were subject to no control.'* 

The excise was an odious tax, formerly unknown 
to the nation; and was now extended over provisions, 
and the common, nejessarie*8 of life. Near one half 
of the goods and chattels, and at least one half of the 
lands, rents, and revenues of the kingdom had been 
sequestered. To great numbers of royaligts, all re- 
dress from these sequestrations. was infused : To the 
rest, the remedy eould be. obtained only by paying 
large compositions and subscribing ’the covenant, 
which they abhorred. Besides the ruin 

and desolation of so many ancient and honour- 
able families, indiff’erent spectators could not but 
blame the hardship of punishing, with such seve- 
rity, actions which the law, in its usual and most 
undisputed interpretation, strictly raquired of every 
subject. ♦ 

The severity, too, exercised against the episcopal 
clerfl^juaturally affected the royalists^and even all 
men oUBlndour, ki^a sensible manner. By the most 
moderate computation ^ it appears, that above one 
half of the established clergy had been turned out 
to beggary and want, for no other crime than their 
adhering to the civil and'religioug principles in ’which 
they had been educated, and for their attachment 
to those laws under whose countenance they had at 
first embraced that profession. To renounce episco- 
pacy and the liturgy, and to subscribe the covenant, 

Clement Walker’s History of Independency, p. 8. 

See John Walkers Attempt towards recovering an Account of the 
Numbers and Sufferings of the Clergy. The parliament pretended to 
leave the sequestered clergy a fifth of their revenue ; but this author 
makes it sufficiently appear, that this provision, small as it is, was never 
regularly paid the ejected clergy. 
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CHAP, were the only terras which could save them from so 
f rigorous a fate ; and if the least mark of malig- 

nancy, as it was called,^ or aftection to the l^ing, 
who so entirely loved them, had evhr escaped 
their lips, even this hard choice was not permitted. 
The sacred character, which gives the priesthood 
such authority over mankind, becoming more ve- 
nerable from the sufiferiRgs endured for the sake of 
principle by these distressed royalists, aggravated 
the geiieral indignation against their persecutors. 

BuT what Excited the most universal complaint 
was, the vjaliinited tyranny and despotic rule of the 
country committees. During the war, the dis- 
cretionary pot*f§r of these courts was excused from 
the plea of necessity : But the nation was reduced 
to despair, when* it saw neithef erid put to their 
duration, nor bounds to 'their authority. These 
could sequester, fine, imprison, and corporally 
punish, without law or remedy. They interposed 
in questions of private property. Under colour 
of malignancy, " they exercised vengeance against 
their private enemies. To the obRbxious, and 
sometimes the innocent, they sold tj^ir prote^ion. 
And instead" of one star-chamber which .J^V^een 
abolished, a great number were oaliew ereofld, for- 
tified with better pretences, and armed with more 
unlimited authority. ’ 

Gould any Jthmg have increased the indignation 
against that slavery,* into which the nation, from the 
too eager pursuit of liberty, had fallen, it must have, 
been thd reflection on the pretences by which the 
people had so long been deluded. The sanctified 

• Clement Walker’S History of Independency, p. 5. Hollis gives the 
same representation as Walker, of the plundering, oppressions, and tyt 
ranny of the parliament; Only, instead of laying the fault on both parties, 
as Walker doe^ he ascribes it solely to the independent faction. The 
Presbyterians, indeed, ^eing commonly- denominated the moderate party, 
would probably be more inoffensive. See Rush. vol. vii. p. 598, and Pari. 
Hist. vol. XV. p. 23u. 

hypocrites. 
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hypocrites, who called their oppressions the spoiling chap. 
of the Egyptians, and their rigid severity the do- 
minion of the elect, interlarded all their iniquities 
with lorig^nd frequent prayers, saved themselves 
from blushing by their pious grimaces, and exercised, 
in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on men. 

An undisguised violence could be forgiven : But 
such a mockery of the understanding, such an abuse 
of religion, were, with men of penetration, objects 
of peculiar resentment. * 

The parliament, conscious of theif decay in po- 
pularity, seeing a formidable armed force advance 
upon them, were reduced to despair, and found all 
their resources much inferior to tlj^ present ne- 
cessity. London still retained a strqng attachment to 
presbyterianisnl ; jfnd its militia, ivhich was nume- 
rous, and had acquired reputation in wars, had by a 
late ordinance been put into hands in whom the par- 
liament could entirely confide. This militia was now 
called out, and ordered to guard the lines which had 
been drawn round the city, in order*to secure it 
against the King. A body of horse was ordered to 
be imtantly levied. Many officers, who had been 
casln|[y||Hi>y the new model of the army, offered 
their ^^ce to the parliament. An army of 5000 
men lay in the north under the command of General 
Pointz, who was of the presbyterian faction; but 
these were too distant tg be employed in so urgent 
a necessity. The forces destined for'Ireland were 
quartered in the west ; and though deemed faithful 
tp the parliament, they also lay at a distance. Many 
inland garrisons were commanded by officers of the 
same party; but their troops, being^ so mqch dis- 
persed, could at present be of no manner of service; 

The Scots werfe faithful friends, and zealous for 
presbytery and the covenant ; but a long time was 
required ere they could collect their forces, and 
march to the assistance of the parliament. 
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lii this situation, it was thought more prudent to 
submit, and by compliance to stop the fury of the 
enraged army. The declaration, by which the mi- 
litary petitioners had been voted pubMf enemies, 
was recalled and erased from the journal- book. ‘ 
This was the first symptom which the parliament 
gave of submission; and the army, hoping by 
terror alone to effect all their purposes, stopped at 
St. Albans, and entered* into negotiation with their 
masters. 

Here coTnmenced the encroachments of the rai- 
litaiy upQn the civil authority. The army, in their 
usurpations oi^ the .parliament, copied exactly the 
model which *1116 parliament itself had set them, in 
their recent usurpations on the crown. 

Every day they rose in their demands. If one 
claim was granted, they 'had another ready, still 
more enormous and exorbitant; and were deter- 
mined never to be satisfied. At first they pretended 
only to petition for what concerned themselves as 
soldiers : Naxt,»they must have a vindication of their 
character: Then it was necessary that their enemies 
be punished": At last they claimed a riyht of 
modelling the whole government, and fp^r'^ the 
nation."' ' • 

They preserved, in words, all deference and re- 
spect to the parliament; but, in reality, insulted 
them and tyrannized over them. That assembly 
they pretended not to accuse: It was only evil 
counsellors, who seduced and betrayed it. 

They proceeded so far as to name eleven mem- 
bers, whom, in general terms, they charged with 
high treason, as enemies to the army and evil 


* Kush. vol. t ii. p, 503. 547. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 45. 
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counsellors to the parliament. Their names were 
Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Lewis, Sir 
John Clotworthy, Sir William Waller, Sir John May- 
nard* Massey, Glyn, Long, Harley, and Nicholas." 
These werfe the very leaders ofthepresbyterian party. 

They insisted, that these members should imme- 
diately be sequestered from parliament, and be thrown 
into prison.^ The commons replied, that they could 
not, upon a general charge, proceed so far. * The 
army observed to them, that the cases of Strafford 
and Laud were direct precedents for.that purpose.* 
At last, the eleven members themselves, nyt to give 
occasion for discord, begged leave to Retire frorii the 
house ; and the army, for th§ present, «eemed satis- 
fied with this mark of submission.'* • • • 

Pretending, that the parliament intended to levy 
war upon them, and to involve the nation again in 
blood and confusion, they required that all new levies 
should be stopped. The parliament complied with 
this demand.' 

There being no signs of resistqpce, the army, 
in order to save appearances, removed, at the desire 
of the -jJl^iaPient, tr a greater distance from Lon- 
don, and^ vji^'d their head quarters ^at Reading. 
They carried the King along with ’them in all their 
marches. 

That Prince now found himself in a better situa- 
tion than at Holdenby, and had attained some greater 
degree of freedom, as well as of^consithjration, with 
both parties. 

• All his friends had access to his presence ; His 
correspondence with the Queen was not interrupted : 
His chaplains were restored to him, and he was al- 
lowed the use of the liturgy : His. children were 


Rush. vol. vii. p. 570. 

2 Ibid. vol. vii. p. 592. 
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once allowed to- visit him, and they passed a few 
days at Cavershara, where he then resided. '' He 
had not seen the Duke of Gloucester, his youngest 
son, and the Princess Elizabeth, since l^e leftXon- 
don, at the comftiencement of the civil disorders' ; 
nor the Duke of York, sence he went to the Scottish 
army before Newark. No private man, unacquainted 
with the pleasures of a court and the tumult of a 
camp, more passionately loved his family, than did 
this good Prince; and such an instance of indulgence 
in the army was extremely grateful to him. Crom- 
well^ wIk) was witness to the meeting of the royal 
family, confessed, tliat he never had been present at 
so tender a stene ; and.he extremely applauded the 
benignity whic'li displayed itself in the whole dispo- 
sition and behaviour of Cliarles. • 


That artful politician, lie well as the leaders of all 
parties, payed court to the King ; and fortune, not- 
withstanding all his calamities, seemed again to smile 
upon him. The parliament, afraid of his forming 
some accommodation with tlfe army, addressed him 
in. a more respectful style than formerly; invited 
him to reside at Richmond, <fed con^t:^}i? his as- 
sistance to the settlement of the natimti?^ The chief 
officers treated him with regard,* and spake on all 
occasions of restoring him to his just powers and 
prerogatives. In the public declarations of the army, 
the settlement of his revenue and authority were in- 
sisted bn.' The royalists, everywhere, entertained 
hopes of the restoration of monarchy ; and the fa- 
vour which they universally bore to the army, con- 
tributed very much to discourage the parliament, 
and to forward their submission. 


■I Clarermon, i. p. .^,1, 52. 57. 
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Tnfi King began to feel of what consequence he chap. 
was. The more the national confusions increased, 
the jnore was he confident that all parties would, at 
length, haVe recourse to his lawful authority as the 
only remedy for the public disorders. Vou cannot 
he toithout me, said he, on several occasions : Vou 
cannot settle the nation but by my assistance. A 
})eople without government and without liberty, a 
paijiapient without authority, an army without a 
legal master : Distractions every where, * terrors, 
oppressions, convulsions ; From this scene of con- 
fusion, which could not long contiinfe, ail mesn, he 
hoped, would be brought to reflect on that ancient 
government, under which they and . tlieir^ ancestors 
had so long enjoyed happiness and tranquillity. 

Though Charles kept his earS open to all pro- 
posals, and expected to IVbld the balance between the 
opposite parties, he entertained more hopes of ac- 
commodation with the army. He had experienced 
the extreme rigour of the parliament. They pre- 
tended totally to annihilate his authorky : They had 
confines|||bis person. In both these particulars,* the 
army s^vyed more indulgence." He had a free 
intercourse'^ith his friends. Aiul in Ahe proposals, 
which the council of officers sent for the settlement 
of the nation, they insisted neither on the abolition 
of episcopacy, nor of the punishment of the royalists ; 
the two points to which the King had the rnost ex- 
treme .reluctance. -A’nd they demanded, that a * 
.period should be put to the present parliament; the 
event for which he most ardently longed. 

His conjunction too seemed more natural with 
the generals, than with that usurping assembly, who 
had so long assumed the entire sovereignty of the 
state, and who had declared their resolution still to 
continue masters. By gratifying a few persons with 

K Warwick^ p. 303. I’arl. Hist. vol. xvi. p. 40. Clarendon, vol. v. 
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c HAP. titles and preferments, he might draw oyer, he hoped, 
the whole military power, and, in an instant, rein- 
1647. state himself in his civil authority. To IretQu he 
offered the lieutenancy of Ireland : To 'Cromwell, 
the garter, the title of Earl of Essex, and the com- 
mand of the army. Negotiations to this purpose 
were secretly conducted. Cromwell pretended to 
hearken to them ; and we^s well pleased to keep the 
door open for an accommodation, if the course of 
events dioiild, at any time, render it necessary. And 
the King, wTio had no suspicion that one born a pri- 
vate, gen tiemay could entertain the daring ambition 
of seizing a sceptre transmitted through a long line 
of monarchs, indulged hopes that he would, at last, 
embrace a measure which, by all the motives of 
duty, interest, and safety, seemetT to be recommend- 
ed to him. 

Whilk Cromwell allured the King by these ex- 
pectations, he still continued his seheme of reducing 
the parliament to subjection, and depriving them of 
all means of- resistance. To gratify the army, the 
parfiament invested Fairfax with the title^^general 
in chief of all the forces in England ana Ireland , 
and intrusted, the whole military authorlvy to a per- 
son who, though well inclined to their service, was 
no longer at his own disposal. 

Thky voted that the troops which, in obedience to 
them, had enlisted for Ireland, and deserted the re- 
'I bellious army,khouldbe disbanded, or, in other.words, 
be punished for their fidelity. The forces in the 
north, under Pointz, had already mutinied against 
their general, and had entered into an association 
With that body of the army which was so success- 
fully erapkiyed ‘in exalting the military above the 
civil authority. 

That no resource might remain to the parlia- 
ment, it was demanded, that the militia of London 
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should be changed, the presbyterian commissioners 
displaced, and the command restored to those who, 
durjng the course of the war, had constantly exer- 
cised it. ’The parliament even complied with so 
violent a demand, and passed a vote in obedience to 
the army.' 

By this unlimited patience they purposed to tem- 
porize under their present difficulties, and they hoped 
to ,find a more favourable opportunity for recover- 
ing their authority and influence: But the impa- 
tience of the city lost them all the advan'tage of their 
cautious measures. A petition against the*altei;ation 
of the militia was carried to Westminster, attended 
by the apprentices and seditious multitude, who be- 
sieged the door of the house of commons’; and by 
their clamour, 'noise, and violence, obliged them to 
reverse that vote, which*they had passed so lately. 
When gratified in this pretension, they immediately 
dispersed, and left the parliament at liberty.'' 

No sooner was intelligence of this tumult con- 
veyed to Reading, than the army*w»s put in mo- 
tion. 'Sbo two houses being under restraint, they 
were revived, they said, to vindicate, against the 
seditious citizens, the invaded privileges of parlia- 
ment, and restore that assembly to its just freedom 
of debate and Counsel. In their way to London, 
they were drawn up on Hounslow-heath ; a formi- 
dable body, twenty thousand strong, and determined, 
without regard to law’s or liberty, tif pursue what- 
ever measures their generals should dictate to them . 
Here the most favourable event happened, to 
quicken and encourage their advance. The speakers 
of the two houses, Manchester -and Lenthal, at- 
tended by eight peers, and about sikty commoners, 
having secretly retired from the city, presented 
themselves with their maces, and all the ensigns of 
their dignity ; and complaining of the violence put 

* Rush. voi. vii. p. 6.29. 632. Ibid. vol. vii. p. 641. 643. 
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upon them, applied to the array for defence and 
protection. They were received with shouts and 
acclamations : Respect was paid to them as to, the 
parliament of England : And the army ^eing pro- 
vided with so plau'sible a pretence, which in all pub- 
lic transactions is of great consequence, advanced 
to chastise the rebellious city, and to reinstate the 
violated parliament.' 

NKiTHEit Lenthal nor l^Ianchester were esteemed 
independents ; and such a step in them was unex- 
pected. But they probably foresaw, that the array 
must, in tlie ei?4. prevail ; and they were willing to 
pay court in time to that authority, which began to 
predominate in the nation.* 

The parliament, forced from their temporizing 
measures, and obliged to resign iit o'nce, or combat 
for their liberty and power, prepared themselves 
with vigour for defence, and determined to resist the 
violence of the army. The two houses immediately 
chose new speakers. Lord Hunsdon, and Henry 
Pelham : They renewed their former orders for en- 
listing troops: They appointed Massey t<| ^e com- 
mander ; They ordered the train bands to'man tlie 
lines : And the whole city was in a fJrment, and 
resounded with military preparations.'" 

When any intelligence arrived, that the army 
stopped or retreated, the shout of One and all, ran 
with alacrity from street to street, among the 
citizens : Wh6n new« came of their advancing, the 
cry of treat and capitulate, was ho less loud and 
vehement." The terror of an universal pillage, 
and even massacre, had seized the timid inhabi- 
tants. 

As the army'approached, Rainsbow, being sent 
by the general oAcr the river, presented himself be- 
ibre Southwark, and was gladly received by some 

' Uusli. vol. vii. p. 750. (’larciidon, vol. v. p. 63. 
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soldiers, who were quartered there for its defence, chap, 
and who were resolved not to separate their interests . 

froni those of the army. It behoved then the par- 
liament to 'submit. The army marched in triumph eih Aug. 
through the city, but preserved the greatest order, 
decency, and appearance of humility. They con- 
ducted to Westminster the two speakers, who took 
their seats as if nothing had happened. The eleven 
impeached members, beifig accused as authors of 
the tumult, were expelled ; and most of them re- 
tired beyond sea: Seven peers wore impeached: 

The mayor, one sheriff, and three alderm®n sent to 
the Tower : Several citizens, and Officers of the 
militia committed to prison : Every* deed of the 
parliament annulled, from the day df the tbmult till 
the return of tire speakers : The luies about the city 
levelled : The militia restored to the independents : 
Regiments quartered in Whitehall and the Mews: 

And the parliament being reduced to a regular Tiiearmy 
formed servitude, a day was appointed of solemn 
thanksgiving for tlie restoration of its IjJjerty.® mcnt.” 

The jijiepeudent party among the commons •ex- 
ulted iii^ieir victory. The whole authority of the 
nation, they imagined, was now lodged in their hands; 
and they bad a* near [)rospcct of moulding the 
government into that imaginary republic which had 
long been the object of their wishes. They had se- 
cretly concurred in all encroachments of the military 
upon the civil power;' and thgy expected, "by the 
terror of the sword, t^J^impose a moi'e perfect system 
of liberty on the reluctant nation. All parties, the 
King, the church, the parliament, the presbyteriaus, 
had been guilty 'of errors since the commencement 
of these disorders: But it must be*confesscd, that 
•this delusion of the independents and republicans 
was, of all others, the most contrary to common sense 
and the established maxims ot policy. Yet were the 


'■ Kuf.li. vol. viii v- 797, 79H, Sii-. 
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CHAP, leaders of that party. Vane, Fiennes, St. John, 
Lix. Martin, the men in England the most celebrated for 
~ ' profound thought and deep contrivance ; and by 

their well-coloured pretences and professions, they 
had over-reached the whole nation. To deceive such 
men, would argue a superlative capacity in Crom- 
well ; were it not that, besides the great difference 
there is between dark, crooked councils and true 
wisdom, an exorbitant pa'ssion for rule and authority 
will make the most prudent overlook the dangerous 
consequences of such measures as seem to tend, in 
any degrffie, to their own advancement. 

• The leaders of the army having established their 
dominion over the parliament and city, ventured to 
bring the King' to Hampton-court, and he lived, for 
some time, in that palace with- an appearance of 
dignity and freedom. Suclv equability of temper did 
he possess, that, during all the variety of fortune 
which he underwent, no dift'erence was perceived in 
his countenance or behaviour; and though a prisoner, 
in the hands pf his most inveterate enemies, he sup- 
ported, towards all who approached him, tlm^^majesty 
of a monarch ; and that neither with less iior greater 
state than he .had been accustomed to maintain. His 
manner, which was not in itself -popular nor gra- 
cious, now appeared amiable, from its great meek- 
ness and equality. 

TfiE parliament renewed their application to him, 
and presented him with the ‘same conditions which 
they had offered at New'castl# The King declined 
accepting them, and desired the parliament to’ 
take the proposals of the army into consideration, 
and make them the foundation of the public settle- 
ment. •’ He still entertained hopes that his negotia- 
tions wiih the generals would be crowned with 
success; though every thing, in that particular, 
daily bore a worse aspect. Most historians have 
thought that (Jromwell never was sincere in his 

•* Hush, vol. viu/p. 810 . 
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professions ; and that, having by force rendered him- 
self master of the King’s person, and, by fair pre- 
tence^, acquired the countenance of the royalists, he 
had employ’ed these advantages to the enslaving of 
the parliament ; and afterwards thought of nothing 
but the establishment of his own unlimited authority, 
with which he esteemed the restoration, and even 
life of the King, altogether incompatible. This 
opinion, so much warranted by the boundless am- 
bition and profound dissimulation of his character, 
meets with ready belief ; though it is more agree- 
able to the narrowness of human yewsj» and. the 
darkness of futurity, to suppose that this daring 
usurper was guided by events, and cftd not as yet 
foresee, with any assurance, that unparalleled great- 
ness which he •afterwards attained. Many writers 
of that age have asserted,-* that he really intended 
to make a private bargain with the King ; a measure 
which carried the most plausible appearance both 
fdr his safety and advancement ; But that he found 
insuperable difficulties in reconciling J;o it the wild 
humour^l^f the army. The horror and antipathy 
of these imiatics had, for many years, been artfully 
fomented against Charles ; and though their prin- 
ciples were on alboccasions easily warped and eluded 
by private interest, yet was some colouring requi- 
site, and a flat contradiction to all former profes- 
sions and tenets could not safely be proposed to 
them. It is certain, at least, that Cromwell made 
use of this reason, why he admitted rarely of visits 
from the King’s friends, and showed less favour than 
formerly to the royal cause. The agitators, he said, 
had rendered him odious to the army, and had re- 
presented him as a traitor, who, for the sake of 
•private interest, was ready to betray the cause of 
God to the great enemy of piety and religion. Des- 
perate projects, too, he asserted to be secretly form- 
ed, for thp murder of the King ; «md he pretended 

* Ste note [C], ul the end of the volume. 
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much to dread lest all his authority, and that of the 
commanding officers, would not be able to restrain 
these enthusiasts from their bloody purposes. 

Intelligence being daily brought to the King, 
of menaces throw’n out by the agitators, he began to 
think of retiring from Hampton-court, and of putting 
himself in some place of safety. The guards were 
doubled upon him : Th^ promiscuous concourse of 
people restrained : A more jealous care exerted in 
attending his person : All under colour of protecting 
him from (Tanger ; but really with a view oi‘ making 
hira.iineirsy in,his present situation. These artifices 
soon produced the intended effect. Charles, who was 
naturally apt to be swayed by counsel, and who had 
not then access to any good counsel, took suddenly 
a resolution of whhdrawing himself, though without 
any concerted, at least any rational, scheme for the 
future disposal of his person. Attended only by 
Sir John Berkeley, Ashburnham, and Leg, he pri- 
vately left Hampton-court ; ;\nd his escape was not 
discovered tiU near an hour alter ; when those who 
entered his chamber found on the table so^^-e letters 
directed to the parliament, to the general,' and to the 
officer who had attended him. ' All night he travelled 
through the forest, and arrived nextVlay at Titchfield, 
a seat of the Earl of Southampton’s, where the 
Countess Dowager resided, a woman of honour, to 
whom the King knew he might safely intrust his 
person. Before he arrived at this place, he had gone 
to the sea-coast ; and expressed great anxiety, that a 
ship which he seemed to look for, had not arrived ; 
and thence, Berkeley and Leg, who were not in the 
secret, conjectured, that his intention was to trans- 
port himself beyond sea. 

The King could not hope to remain long con- 
cealed at Titchfield ; What measure should next be 
e’ubraced was the question. In the neighbourhood 

*■ ClanuidoiJ, vol.^v, p. 70. 
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]ay the Isle of Wight, of which Hammond was go- 
vernor. This man was entirely dependent on 
Cromjv^ell. _At his recommendation he had married 
a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, during 
his lifetime, had been an intimate 'friend of Crom- 
well’s, and whose memory was ever respected by 
him. These circumstances were very unfavourable : 
Yet, because the governor was nephew to Dr. 
Hamjnond, the King’s favourite chaplain, and had 
acquired a good character in the army, it was thought 
proper to have recourse to him in the ptesent exi- 
gence, when no other rational expedient ffould, be 
thought of. Ashburnham and Derkcl^ were des- 
patched to the island. They had orders not to inform 
Hammond of the place where the King was con- 
cealed, till thcy'had first obtained a promise from him 
not to deliver up His Majesty, thougli the parliament 
and the army should require him; but to restore him 
to his liberty, if he could not protect him. This 
promise, it is evident, would have been a very slen- 
der security: Yet, even without exacting it, Ash- 
burnham jljpprudently, if not treacherously, brought 
Hammond to Titchficld; and the King was obliged 
to put himself into his hands, and to attend him to 
Carisbroke-castle,1n the Isle of Wight, where, though 
received with great demonstrations of respect and 
duty, he was in reality a prisoner. 

Lord Clarendon ‘ is positive, that the King, when 
he fled from Hampton-court, had no fintentron of 
going to this island; and indeed all the circumstances 
of that historian’s narrative, which we have here 
followed, strongly favour this opinion. But there 
remains a letter of Charles’s to the Earl of Laneric, 
secretary of Scotland, in whicli he plainly intimates, 
that that measure was voluntarily embraced ; and 
even insinuates, that if he had thought proper, he 
might have been in Jersey, or any other place of 
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CHAP, safety.* Perhaps he still confided in the pi^mises 
of the generals ; and flattered himself that, if he 
were removed from the fury of the agitators, by 
which his life was immediately threatened, they 
would execute \frhat they had so often promised in 
his favour. 

Whatever may be the truth in this matter, for 
it is impossible fully to aseertain the truth, Charles 
never took a weaker step, nor one more agreeable 
to Cromwell and all his enemies. He was now 
lodged in ‘a place, removed from his partisans, at 
the disposal of the army, whence it would be very 
difficult to dmiver him, either by force or artifice. 
And though lit was alwaye in the power of Cromwell, 
whenever he pleased, to have sent him thither ; yet, 
such a measurc,»without the King’s consent, would 
have been very invidious, -if not attended with some 
danger. That the King should voluntarily throw 
himself into the snare, and thereby gratify his im- 
placable persecutors, was to them an incident pecu- 
liarly fortunate, and provecf in the issue very fatal 
to ’him. - 

Chomweli. being now entirely masterm the par- 
liament, and free from all anxiety with regard to 
the custody of the King’s persoii, applied himself 
seriously to quell those disorders in the army, which 
he himself had so artfully raised, and so successfully 
employed against both King and parliament. In 
order 'to engage tli,e troops' into a rebellion against 
their masters, he had encouraged an arrogant spirit 
among the inferior officers and private men ; and 
the camp, in many respects, carried more the ap- 
pearance of civil liberty than of military obedience. 
The troops themselves were formed into a kind of 
republic; and the plans of imaginary republics, for 
the scU lenient of the state, were every day the to- 
pics of conversat'on among these armed legislators. 

'* See Note [ D], at the end of the volume. 
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Royalty it was agreed to abolish : Nobility must be 
set aside : Even all ranks of men be leveiled ; and 
an universal equality of property, as well as of 
power, be introduced among the citizens. The 
saints, they said, were the salt cTf the earth : An 
entire parity had place among the elect : And, by 
the same rule, that the apostles were exalted from 
the most ignoble professions, the meanest centinel, 
if enlightened by the Spirit, was entitled to equal 
regard with the greatest commander. In order to 
wean the soldiers from these licentious maxims, 
Cromwell had issued orders for discontinuing ^the 
meetings of the agitators ; and he pretended to pay 
entire obedience to the parliament, whofli, being now 
fully reduced to subjection, he purposed fo make, 
for the future, -the instruments »f his authority. 
But the Levellers, for so that party in the army was 
called, having experienced the sweets of dominion, 
would not so easily be deprived of it. They secretly 
continued their meetings : They asserted, that their 
officers, as much as an^ part of the ahiwch or state, 
needed reformation : Several regiments joined in 
seditious'remonstrances and petitions.'' Separate ren- 
dezvouses were concerted : And every thing tended 
to anarchy and confusion. But this distemper was 
soon cured by the rough, but dextrous hand of 
Cromwell. He chose the opportunity of a review, 
thatl^p ihight display the greater boldness and spread 
the terror the wider. He seized J:he ringleadeVs be- 
fore their companions : Held in the field a council 
of war : Shot one mutineer instantly : And struck 
such dread into the rest, that they presently threw 
down the symbols of sedition, which they had dis- 
played, and thenceforth returned to* their wonted 
discipline and obedience." 

CttOMWELL had great deference for the counsels of 
Ireton ; a man who, having grafted the soldier on the 

Rush, vof, viii. p. 845. 859. 
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CHAP, lawyer, the statesman on the saint, had adopted such 
BIX. principles as were fitted to introduce the severest 
76477 tyranny, while they seemed to encourage the most 
unbounded license in human society. Fierce in his 
nature, though ])*robably sincere in his intentions, 
he purposed by arbitrary power to establish liberty, 
and in prosecution of his imagined religious pur- 
poses, he thought himself dispensed from all the 
ordinary rules of morality by which inferior mortals 
must allow themselves to be governed. From his 
suggestion’ Cromwell secretly called, at Windsor, a 
coiyicil «of tli^ chief officers, in order to deliberate 
concerning the settlement of the nation, and the fu- 
ture disposal of the King’s person. ^ In this con- 
ference, which* commenced with devout )}rayers, 
poured forth by Cromwell himself, and other in- 
spired persons, (for the officers of this army received 
inspiration with their commission,) was first opened 
the daring and unheard-of counsel, of bringing the 
King to justice, and of ))unishing, by judicial sen- 
tence, their* s®vcreign, for his pretended tyranny 
an’d mal-administration. While Charles ,\ived, even 
though restrained to the closest prison, conspiracies, 
they knew, and insurrections, would never be want- 
ing in favour of a Prince, who was so extremely re- 
vered and beloved by his own party, and whom the 
nation in general began to regard with great '-'fiffec- 
tion and compassion. To murder him privately was 
exposed to the imputation *of injustice and cruelty, 
aggravated by the baseness of such a crime ; and 
every odious epithet of Traitor and Assassin would, 
by the general voice of mankind, be indisputably as- 
cribed to the actors in such a villainy. Some un- 
igxpected procJCdure must be attempted, which would 
, i&stonisii the world by its novelty, would bear the 
semblance of justice, and would cover its barbarity 
by the audaciou mess of the enterprise. Striking in 

• 
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with the fanatical notions of the entire equality of ch.ap. 
mankind, it would ensure the devoted obedience of 
the army, and serve as a general engagement against ”^4^” 
the royal family, whom, by their open and united 
deed, they would so heinously affront and injure. 

Thjs measure, therefore, being secretly resolved 
on, it was requisite, by degrees, to make the parlia- 
ment adopt it, and to conduct them from violence to 
violence, till this last act ofhtrocious iniquity should 
seem in a manner wholly inevitable. The King, in 
order to remove those fears and jealousies, which 
were perpetually pleaded as reasons for every inva- 
sion of the constitution, had offered, "l)y a message 
sentfrom Carisbroke-castle, to resign, dtiring his own 
life, the power of the militia and thb'nomihation to 
all the great offices; provided that,* after his demise, 
these prerogatives should revert to the crown. “ But 
the parliament acted entirely as victors and enemies; 
and, in all their transactions with him, paid no 
longer any regard to e(piity or reason. At the insti- 
gation of the independt^nts and army, they neglect- 
ed this ofler, and framed four proposals, which they 
sent hinr^s preliminaries ; and, before they would 
deign to treat, they demanded his positive assent to 
all of them. By one, he was required to invest the 
parjiament with the military power for twenty years, 
togetter with an authority to levy whatever money 
shod|il be necessary for exercising it : And even after 
the twenty years should be elapsed, they reserved a 
right of resuming the same authority, Whenever they 


* The following was a favourite text among the enthusiasts of that age . 
“ Let the high praises of God be in the moutlis of his saints, and a two- 
“ fold sword in their hands, to execute vengeance upon the heathen and 
“ punishment upon the people ; to bind their kings with chains, pr\d their 
nobles with fetters of iron ; to execute upon them the judgements written : 
** This honour have all his saints.’^ Psalm cxlix, ver. 0, 7, 8, 9. Hugh 
Peters, the mad chaplain of CTOmwell, preached frequently upon this text. 

» Rush. vol. viii. p, 880. 
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CHAP, should declare the safety of the kingdom to require 
it. By the second, he was to recal all his proclama- 
tions and declarations against the parliament, and 
acknowledge that assembly to have taken arms in 
their just and necessary defence. By the third, he 
was to annul all the acts, and void all the patents of 
peerage, which had passed the geat seal, since it had 
been carried from London by Lord-keeper Littleton; 
and at the same time, renounce for the future the 
power.of making peers without consent of parlia- 
ment. By the fourth, he gave the two houses 
power adjourn as they thought proper : A 
dethand seerningly of no great importance ; but 
contrived bjf the independents, that they might be 
able to remove the parliament to places where it 
should remain in,perpetual subjection to the army. *’ 

lo-iH. 'pjjj. King regarded the pretension as unusual and 
exorbitant, that he should make such concessions, 
while not secure of any settlement; and should 
blindly trust his enemies for the conditions which 
they were ^ft(^wards to grant him. He required, 
therefore, a personal treaty with the parliament, and 
desired, that all the terms on both sidef^^^aould be 
adjusted, before any concession on either side should 
be insisted on. The republican party in the house 
pretended to take fire at this answer ; and op^ply 
inveighed, in violent terms, against the persoji^and 
government of the King ; whose name, hitherto, 
had commonly, in all debates, been mentioned with 
some degree *pf reverence. I re ton, seeming to 

speak the sense of the army, under the appe^^tion 
of many thousand godly men, who had ventured 
their lives in defence of the parliament, said, that 
the King, by. denying the four bills, had refused 
safety and protection to his people; that their obe- 
dience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his 
protection of them ; and that, as he had failed on 
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his part, they were freed from all obligations to chap. 
allegiance, and must settte the nation without con- • 

suiting any longer so misguided a Prince. ‘ Crom- 
welf, after giving an ample character of the valour, 
good aiSections, and godliness of the army, sub- 
joined, that it was expected the parliament should 
guide and defend the kingdom by their own power 
and resolutions, and not accustom the people any 
longer to expect safety antt government from an ob- 
stinate man, whose heart God had hardened ; that 
those who, at the expense of their blood; had hither- 
to defended the parliament from so many dangers, 
would still continue, with fidelity ?nd courag*e, to 
protect them against all opposition ih this vigorous 
measure. “ Teach them not,” addfed he, “ by your 
neglecting your own safety and that of the king- 
dom (in which theirs too is involved), to imagine 
themselves betrayed, and their interests aban- 
doned to the rage and malice of an irreconcileable 
enemy, whom, tor your sake, they have dared to 
provoke. Beware, *( and at these, wq^ds he laid his 
hand m his sword,) beware, lest despair cause 
them%) seek safety by some other means than 
by adhering to you, who know not how to consult 
your own safety.” Such arguments prevailed, 
ninety-one members had still the courage to 
OMpse. It was voted that no more addresses be isthJan. 
iq^ae to the King, nor any letters or messages be 
r<||E!.ived from him ; and that it be toeason for any 
onl^ without leave of the two Houses, to have any 
inl||^ourse with him. The lords concurred in the 
saimmrdinance. ” 

By' this vote of non-addresses, (so it was called,) 
the King was in reality dethroned, .and the whole 
constitution formally overthrown. So violent a 
measure was supported by a declaration of the 

« Cl. Walker, p. 70. * Idem, ibid. 
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commons no less violent^ The blackest calumniil^ 
were there thrown upon the King ; such as, even kb 
their famous remonstrance, they thought proper Hi 
omit, as inc^fedible and extravagant : The poisoning 
of his father, the betraying of Rochelle, the contrive 
ing of the Irish massacre. ^ By blasting his fame# 
had that injury been in their power, they formed a* 
very proper prelude to the executing of violence on 
his person. 

No sooner had the King refused his assent to*the 
four bills, than Hammond, by orders from the 
a!rmj', removed all his servants, cut off his corre- 
spondence witK his friends, and shut him up in close 
confinement. * The King afterwards shewed to Sir 
Philip WArwick'a decrepid old man, who, he said, 
was employed todcindle his fire, and was the best 
company he enjoyed, during several months that 
this rigorous confinement lasted. * No amusement 
was allowed him, nor society, which might relieve 
his anxious thoughts : To be speedily poisoned or 
assassinated nyas the only pfospect which he had 
every moment before his eyes: For he entermined no 
apprehension of a judicial sentence and ellecution ; 
an event of -vyhich no history hitherto furnished an 
example. Meanwhile, the parliament was very 
industrious in publishing, from time to time,«^e 
intelligence which they received from Hamm^j^; 
how cheerful the King was, how pleased with eve^ 
one thart app»oached him, bow satisfied in his pifb- 
sent condition : As if the view of such benigiAty 
amd constancy had not been more proper to ini^^e, 
allay, the general compassion of the pe^le. 
The great source whence the Ring derived conso- 
lation amidst all his calamities, was undoubtedly 
religion j a principle which, in him, seems to have 
coi^ned nothing fierce or gloomy, nothing which 

liRush. rol. viii. p. 998. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 93. 
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^nraged him against his adversaries, or terrified Hihi c UAi< 
^#ith the dismal prospect of futurity. While eVefy 
:^|hing around him We a hostile aspect; while "J” 

t iends, family, relations, whom he passionately 
>ved, were placed at a distance, and unable to 
fServe him ; he reposed himself with confidence in 
• the arms of that Being who penetrates and sustains 
all nature, and whose severities, if received with 
piety and resignation, he* regarded as the surest 
pledges of unexhausted favour. 

Thk parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed Second 
not in tranquillity that power whicl^ thSy had ob- 
tained with so much violence and inji^tice. Com- 
binations and conspiracies-, they were sensible, were 
everywhere forming around them*; and Scotland, 
whence the King’s cause had received the first fatal 
disaster, seemed now to promise its support and 
assistance. 

Bkfore the surrender of the King’s person at 
Newcastle, and much more since that event, the 
subjects of discontent* had been daily multiplying 
betweengihe two kingdoms. The independents, 
who be^m to prevail, took all occasions of mortify- 
ing the Scots, whom the presbyterians looked on 
with the greatesiflifffection and veneration. When 
the ScottijdMkilli^^ who, joined to a com- 

mittee of ]9l(|llillil:}oMs and commons, had managed 
the war, ilNp|*W!ady to depart, it was proposed in 
parliament to ' give the*m thanks for their civilities 
and good offices. The independents insisted, that 
‘the words good offices should be struck out; arid 
thus the whole brotherly friendship and intimate 
alliance with the Scots resolved itself into an ac- 
knowledgement of their being well-lfred gentlemen. 

The advance of the army to London, the sub- 
jection of the parliament, the setemg of the King 
at Holdenby, his confinement in Carisbroke castle, 
were so n\any blows sensibly felt by that nation, as 
threatening the final overthrow of presbytery, to 
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wbicit they were so passionately devoted. T® 
covenant was profanely called, in the house of coiU- 
mons, an almanack out of date ‘ ; and that impiet^; 
though complained of, had passed uncensured. 
stead of being able to determine and establish orth^ 
doxy by the sword and by penal statutes, they saw 
the sectarian army, who were absolute masters, claim 
an unbounded liberty of conscience, which the pres- 
byterians regarded with the utmost abhorrence. All 
the violences put on the King they loudly blamed, 
as repugnant to the covenant, by which they stood 
engaged* to ^efend his royal person. ■ And those 
very actions of which they themselves had beeh 
guilty, thejf denominated treason and rebellion, 
when exbcuted*by arf opposite party. 

The Earls of London, Lauderdale, and Laneric, 
who were sent to London, protested against the four 
bills ; as containing too great a diminution of the 
King’s civil power, and providing no security for 
religion. They complained, that notwithstanding 
this protestation, the bills were still insisted on ; 
contrary to the solemn league, and to ^e treaty 
between the two nations. And when tlfey accom- 
panied the .English commissioners to the isle of 
Wight, they secretly formed a ‘treaty with the 
King, for arming Scotland in lii\.tTiil|^||liC ^ 

Three parties, at that timei'^ppili^d in Scot- 
land :* The Royalists, who insisted”ti^^ENhe restora- 
ation df the King’s authority, without any regard to 
religious sects or tenets; Of these Montrose, though 
absent, was regarded as the head. The rigid pres- 
byterians, who hated the King, even more than 
they abhorred toleration ; and who determined to 
give him no assistance till he should subscribe the 
covenant : These were governed by Argyle. The 
modtr ale presbyter ians, who endeavoured to recon- 
cile the interests of religion and of the crown, and 
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hoped, by supporting the presbyterian party in JEng- 
land, to suppress the sectarian army, and to reinstate 
the parliament, as well as the King, in their just 
freedom and authority : The two brothers, Hamilton 
%od Laneric, were leaders of this party. 

When Pendennis castle was surrendered to the 
parliamentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained 
his liberty, returned into Scotland ; and being ge- 
nerously determined to re'member ancient favours, 
more than recent injuries, he immediately embraced, 
with zeal and success, the protection of the royal 
cause. He obtained a vote from the Scottish parlia- 
ment to arm 40,000 men in sppport of the Kung’s 
authority, and to call over a considerable body under 
Monro, who commanded thl Scdftish forces in 
Ulster. And though he openly protested, that the 
covenant was the foundation of all his measures, 
he secretly entered into correspondence with the 
English royalists, Sir Marmaduke Langdale and Sir 
Philip Musgrave, who had levied considerable forces 
in the north of England. • , 

The general assembly who sat at the same time, 
and was^iided by Argyle, dreaded the consequence 
of these measures, and foresaw that i:he opposite 
party, if successful, would effect the restoration of 
mi^q'jirchy, vi^out the establishment of presbytery, 
in England. To join the King before he had sub- 
scribed the covenant was, in their eyes, to restore 
him to his honour beforfe Christ Jjad obtained his ‘ ; 
and they thundered out anathemas against every one 
who paid obedience to the parliament. Two supreme 
independent judicatures were erected in the king- 
dom ; one threatening the people with damnation 
and eternal torments ; the other with»imprisonment, 
banishment, and military execution. The people 
were distracted in their choice ; and the arma- 
ment of Hamilton’s party, though seconded by 
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CHA'F. all the civil ^wer, went on hot slowly. Theroyal- 
ists he y^fohld not as yet allow to join him, lest 
he^'tnighi give offence to the ecclesiastical party; 
though he secretly promised them trust and pre-' 
ferment as soon afe his army should advance into* 
Eiigland. 

While the Scots were making prepArations for 
the invasion of England, every part of that king- 
dom was agitated with tiimults, insurrections, con- 
spiracies, discontents. It is seldom that the people 
gain any thing' by revolutions in government; be- 
cause tbe»new settlement, jealous and insecure, must 
commonly be supported with more expense and 
severity than ‘the old : But on no occasion was the 
truth of this makiin iflore sensibly felt, than in the 
present situation «of England. Complaints against 
the oppression of ship-money, against the tyranny 
of the star-chamber, had roused the people to arms ; 
And having gained a complete victory over the 
crown, they found themselves loaded with a mul- 
tiplicity of taxes, formerly unknown : And scarcely 
an appearance of law and liberty’ remaii^d in the 
administration. The presbyterians, who had chiefly 
supported the war, were enraged to find the prize, 
just when it' seemed within thein reach, snatched 
by violence from them. The royalista^disappointed 
in their expectations, by the cruel treatment which 
the King now received from the army, were strongly 
animatfed to restore him to liberty, and to recover 
the advantages which they had unfortunately lost. 
All orders of men were inflamed with indignation 
at seeing the military prevail over the civil power, 
and' King and parliament at once reduced to sub- 
jection by a mercenary army. Many persons of 
family and distinction had, from the beginning of 
the war, adhered to the parliament ;• But alb these 
were, by the now party, deprived of authority ; 
and every office was intrusted to the most ignoble 
'of the nation. A base populace exalted above 
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their superiors : Hypocrites exercising iniquity un- 
der the vizor of religion These circumstances pro- 
mised not much liberty or lenity to the people; an4 
thesdwere now found united in the same usurped 
and illegal administration, • 

Though the whole nation seemed to combine in 
their hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the 
several parties pursued were so different, that little 
concert was observed in their insurrections. Lang- 
horhe, Poyer, and Powel, presbyterian officers, who 
commanded bodies of troops in Wales, were the 
first that declared themselves ; and they ^ew toge- 
ther a considerable army in those parts, which tvere 
extremely devoted to the royal cause. An insur- 
rection was raised in Kent by^youxtg Hales and the 
Earl of Norwich. Lord Capel, J^ir Charles Lucas, 
Sir George Lisle, excited commotions in Essex. 
The Earl of Holland, who had several times changed 
sides since the commencement of the civil wars, 
endeavoured to assemble forces in Surrey, Pomfret 
castle in Yorkshire was*surprised by lyiaurice. Lang- 
dale and Musgrave were in arms, and masters of 
Berwiciftmd Carlisle in the north. 

What seemed the most dangerous circumstance, 
the general spirit of discontent had seized the fleet. 
Seventeen ships, lying in the mouth of the river, de- 
clared for the '’King ; and putting Rainsborow, their 
admiral, ashore, sailed over to Holland, where the 
Prince of Wales took the command of,them.^'‘ 

Thk English royalists exclaimed loudly against 
•Hamilton’s delays, which they attributed to a re- 
fined policy in the Scots ; as if their intentions were, 
that all the King’s party should first be suppressed, 
and the victory remain solely to tUe presbyterians. 
Hamilton, with better reason, complained of the 
precipitate humour of the English royalists, who, by 
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CHAF. their ill-timed insurrections, forced him to march 
his jarmy before his levies were completed, or his 
preparations in any forwardness. 

No commotions beyond a tumult of the appren- 
tices, which wasv soon suppressed, M'ere raised in 
London : The terror of the army kept the citizens 
in subjection. The parliament was so overawed, 
that they declared the Scots to be enemies, and all 
who joined them traitors. Ninety members, how- 
ever, of the lower house, had the courage to dissent 
from this vote., 

CaoMAjfELL, and the military council, prepared 
therfiselve.s with vigour and conduct for defence. 
The establishment o'f the army was at this time, 
26,000 n»en ; but by •enlisting supernumeraries, the 
regiments were greatly augmented, and commonly 
consisted of more than double their stated comple- 
ment." Colonel Horton first attacked the revolted 


troops in Wales, and gave them a considerable de- 
feat. The remnants of the vanquished threw them- 
selves into Peipbroke, and were there closely be- 
sieged, and soon after taken by Cromwell. Lambert 
was opposed to Langdale and Musgras^^ in the 
north, and gained advantages over them. Sir 
Michael Livesey defeated the Ecyl of Holland jft 
Kingston, and, pursuing his victory, took him pri- 
soner at St. Neot’s. Fairfax, having routed the 
Kentish royalists at Maidstone, followed the broken 
army ; • And when they joined the royalists of Essex, 
and threw themselv^es into Colchester, he laid siege 
to that place, which defended itself to the last ex- 
tremity. A new fleet was manned and sent out 
under the command of Warwick, to oppose the re- 
volted ships of which the Prince had taken the 
cpinmarid, 

*Whil£ the forces-' were employed in all quarters, 
the parliament regained its liberty, and began to 


'» Whitlocke, p. 284. 


act 



CHARLES I. •121- 

act with its wonted courage and spirit. Xhe char. 

bers who had withdrawn, ftom terror of the arm)?, 
returned ; and infusing boldness into theiy compfi- 
nionsf restored to the presbyterian party the, ascen- 
dant which it had formerly lost. . The eleven im- 
peached members were recalled, and the vote, by 
which they were expelled, was reversed. The vote 
too of non-addresses was repealed ; and commis- 
sioners, five peers, and ten.commoners, were sept 
to Newport in the isle of Wight, in order to treat 
with the King." He was allowed to summon se- 
veral of his friends and old counseflors, that he 
might have their advice in this important liransac- 
tion. >’ The theologians on both sides* armed with 
their syllogisms and quotations, attended as,auxilia- 
ries.'* By them the flame had first been raised ; 
and their appearance was but a bad prognostic of 
its extinction. Any other instruments seemed better 
adapted, for a treaty of pacification. 

When the King presented himself to this com- lathsept. 
pany , a great and sensible alteration was remarked Treaty of 
in his aspect, from what it appeared tluf year before, 
when he 4Nisided at Hainpton-Court. The moment 
his servants had been removed, he had laid aside all 
care of his person^ and had allowed hte beard and 
^;hai^ to grow, andtohapg dishevelled and neglected. 

‘ His hair was become almost entirely grey ; either 
frorp the decline of years, or from that load of 
sorrows, under which .he laboured, ^and which, 
thouglj^ borne with constancy, pieyed inwardly on 
his sensible and tender mind. His friends beheld 
with compassion, and perhaps even his enemies, 
that grey and discrowned head, as he himself terms 
it, in a copy of verses, which the truth of the senti- 
ment, rather than any elegance of expression, ren- 
ders very pathetic." Having in vain endeavoured 
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CHAP, by €oura|re, to defend his throne from his armed 
adver^ries, it how behoved him, by reasoning and 
petrsusisioni to save some fragments of it from these 
. peaceful, and no less implacable negotiators. '' 

The vigour o£the King’s mind, notwithstanding 
the seeming decline of his body, here appeared un- 
broken and decayed. The parliamentary com- 
missioners would allow none of his counsel to be 
present, and refused to enter into reasoning with any 
but hipiself. He alone, during the transactiohs of 
two months, jvas obliged to maintain the argument 
against fifteen men of the greatest parts and capa- 
city in both hbuses ; and no advantage was ever ob- 
tained over shim.’ ’This was the scene, above all 
others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick 
conception, a Qultivated understanding, a chaste 
elocution, a dignified manner; by these accomplish- 
ments he triumphed in all discussions of cool and 
temperate reasoning. The King is much changed, 
said the Earl of Salisbury to Sir Philip Warwick : 
He is extremely improved of' late. No, replied Sir 
Philip ; he was always so : But you are now at 
last sensible of it.* Sir Henry Vane, discoursing 
with his fellow-commissioners, drew an argument 
from the Kmg’s uncommon abilities, why the terms 
of pacification must be rendered more strict and 
rigid." But Charles’s capacity shone not equally 
in action as in reasoning. 

The first point insisted ©n by the parliamentary 
commissioners, vfas the King’s recalling all his 
proclamations and delarations against the parlia- 
ment> and the acknowledging that they had taken 
arms in their own defence. He frankly offered 
the former concession ; but long scrupled the latter. 
The felsehood, as well as indignityrfpf that acknow- 
ledgment, begat in his breast an fgpeme reluctance 
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against it. The King had no doiibtv in some parti> cu aPi 
culars of moment, invaded, from a seeming neces- 
si ty, the privileges of his people: But having re- 
nounced all claim to these usurped powers, having * 
confessed his errors, and having • repaired every 
breach in the constitution, and even erected new 
ramparts in order to secure it ; he could no longer, 
at the commencement of the war, be represented 
as the aggressor. However* it might be pretended, 
that die former display of his arbitrary inclinations, 
or rather his monarchical principles, . rendered an 
offensive or preventive war in the paiiJiament 
prudent and reasonable ; it could never, in dny 
propriety of speech, make it be tetmed a de- 
fensive one. But the parliament, * Sensible that 
the letter of the law condemned •them as rebels 
and traitors, deemed this point absolutely neces- 
sary for their future security : And the King, 
finding that peace could be obtained on no 
other terms, at last yielded to it. He only 
entered a protest, whibh was admitted ; that no 
Cbnceskioa made by him should be vabd, un- 
^less 'ithe ^ole treaty of pacification were con- 

l^l^^reed that the parliament should retain, 
during the term of twenty years, the power over the 
mili^^nd army, and that of levying what inoney 
they pleased for their support. He even yielded 
to them the right of resuming, at any time ’after- 
wards, this authority, whenever they should declare 
such a resumption necessary for public safety. In 
effect, the important power of the sword was for 
ever ravished from him and his successors. * 

He agreed, that all the great offices, during 
twenty years, should; be filled by both houses of 
parliament. ^ He rdKiiquished to them the entire 
government of Irelaai|j,' and the conduct #f the war 
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CHAP; there.* He renounced the power of the wards, 
Lix. and accepted of 100,000 pounds a year in lieu of 
““ jt.^ He acknowledged the validity of their great 
» seal, and gave up his own." He abandoned the 
power of creating peers without consent of parlia- 
ment : And he agreed that all the debts, contracted 
in order to support the war against him, should be 
paid by the people. 

So great were the aherations made on the Eng- 
lish ' constitution by this treaty, that the King^said, 
not without reason, that he had been more an ene- 
' my to hjis people by these concessions, could he have 
prevented them, than by any other action of his 
life. «» 

Of aH the 'demands of the parliament, Charles 
refused only two. Though he relmquished almost 
every power of the crown, he would neither give 
up his friends to punishment, nor desert, what he 
esteemed his religious duty. The severe repent- 
ance, which he had undergone, for abandoning 
Strafford, l^pd, no doubt, 'confirmed him in the^ 
resolution never again to be guilty of a like error.* 
His long solitude and severe afflictions fJad contri- 
buted tt) rivet him the more in those religiou&..ptin- 
ciples, whicli had ever a considerable influe B iii ^l &iFer 
him. His desire, however, of finishing an accom- 
modation induced him to go as far in both*rthese 
particulars, as he thought any-wise consistent -with 
his duty. . • 

The estates of fhe royalists being, at tha|^ime, 
almost entirely under sequestration, Charles,, who 
could give them no protection, consented that they 
should pay such compositions as they and jjfhe par- 
li^ent could agree on, and only begged )|iat they 
v\^l^ht be made as moderate as possible|^ He had 
^t>t the disposal of offices ; and it see^^d but a 
^rojgLll sacri^ce. to consent, that a certainfi number of 
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his friends should be rendered incapable of public 
eiljployments.' But when the parliament demanded 
a bill of attainder and banishment against seven 
persons, the Marquis of Newcastle, Lord Digby, 
Lord Biron, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Richard 
Granville, Sir Francis Doddington, and Judge 
Jenkins, the King absolutely refused compliance; 
Their banishment for a limited time he was willing 
to a^ree to.‘* * 

Religion was the fatal point about which the 
differences had arisen ; and of all others, dt was the 
least susceptible of composition or moderation be- 
tween the contending parties. The parliament* in- 
sisted on the establishment of presbyfcry, the sale 
of the chapter lands, the abolition all forms of 
prayer, and strict laws against catholics. The King 
offered to retrench every thing which he did not 
esteem of apostolical institution : He was willing to 
abolish archbishops, deans, prebends, canons: He 
offered, that the chapter lands should be let at low 
leases during ninety-niile years : He consented, that 
the preset church government should continue dur- 
ing three years.' After that time, he required not 
th^vfny thing should be restored to bishops but the 
poJIS(^i%f ordination, and even that power to be ex- 
erjlll^by advice of the presbyters. ^ If the parlia- 
ma||||^on the expiration of that period, still insisted 
on^pi demand, all other branches of episcopal juris- 
die<!|^ were abolished, und a new form of church 
govemfhent must, by common consent, be esta- 
blished. The book of common prayer he was 
willing to renounce,* but required the liberty of 
using some other liturgy in his own chapel.* A 
demand which, though seemingly reasonable, was 
positively refused by the parliament. 
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1m^ the dispute ott these artides,' one is not sur- 
prised, that two’ of the parliamentary^ theologians 
should tell the King, Thut if he did not consent to 
the utter abolition of episcopacy, he would he damned. 
But it is not without some indignation that we read 
the following vote of the lords and commons : 
“ The houses, out of their detestation to that abo- 
“ minable idolatry used in the mass, do declare 
“ that they cannot adifait of, or consent unto, any 
“ such indulgence in any law, as is desired by his 
“ Majesty, for exempting the Queen and her family 
“ from«the penalties to be enacted against the exer- 
“ cise of the mass.”" The treaty of marriage, the 
regard to the Queen’s sex and high station, even 
commoh humainity ; all considerations were under- 
valued, in comparison of their bigotted prejudices*. 

It was evidently the interest both of King and 
parliament, to finish their treaty with all expedition ; 
and endeavour, by their combined force, to resist, if 
possible, the usurping fury of the army. It seemed 
even the interest of the parliament, to leave in the 
King’s hand a considerable share of authority, by 
which he might be enabled to protect th^ and him- 
self from so dangerous an enemy. But the terms on 
which they insisted were so rigdr^aus, that thIfKingf 
fearing no worse from the most implacable 
was in no haste to come, to a conclusion. 
great was the bigotry on both sides, that the f^p fe 
willirfg to sacrifice the greatest civil interests,T|lRier 
than relinquish the most minute of their thebldgical 
contentions. From these causes, assisted Hy the 
artififce of the independents, thfe treaty was Span out 
to such a length, that the inveisions and in&m^ctions 
were every were subdued ; and the army J^d leisure 
'to execute their violent and sanguinary ^mrposes. 

Hamilton, having entered England witn a nu- 
merous, though undisciplined, arrqy, durst not 
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unite his forces wit^ those of Langdale; because the chap, 
English royalists had refused to ; take the covenant;; 
and the Scottish presbyterians, though engaged for 
the Kjhg, refused to join them on any other terms. 

The two armies marched together? though at some 
distance; nor could even the approach of the par- 
liamentary army, under Cromwell, oblige the cove- 
nanters to consult their own safety, by a close union 
with the royalists. When pTrinciples are so absurd 
and si) destructive of human society it may safely be 
averred, that the more sincere and the more disiu- 
terested they are, they only become the more ridi- 
culous and the more odious. * 

Cromwell feared not to oppo*se 800(tmen, to the 
numerous armies of 20,000, commanded by Ha- 
milton and Langdale. He attacked the latter by 
surprise, near Preston in Lancashire'' ; and, though 
the royalists made a brave resistance, yet, not being 
succoured in time by their confederates, they were 
almost entirely cut in pieces. Hamilton was next 
attacked, put to rout, *and pursued, tQ Utoxeter, 
where he surrendered himself prisoner. Cromwell 
followed ife advantage ; and, marching into Scot- 
land with a considerable body, joined ^^rgyle, who 
was;>3^Q in arms ;,and having suppressed Laneric, 
Mogif^ijand other moderate presbyterians, he placed 
th^lKi^r entirely in the hands of the violent party. 
Th^pfclesiasticai authority, exalted above the civil, 
excised the severest vengeance on all* who had a 
sha^ip; Hamilton’s engagement, as it was called ; 

RpFr could any of that party recover trust, or even 
live in safety, but by doing solemn and public 
penance for taking arms, by authority of parlia- 
ment, in defence of their lawful sovereign. 

The Chancellor London, who had, at first, 
countenanced Hamilton’s enterprise, being terrified 
with the menaces of the clergy, had, some time 
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before, gone over to the other party ; and he now 
openly in the church, though invested with the 
highest civil character in the kingdom, did penance 
for his obeittienceto the parliament, which he termed 
a carnal self-seeking. He accompanied his penance 
with so many tears, and such pathetical addresses 
to the people for their prayers in this his uttermost 
sorrow and distress, th^t an universal weeping 
and lamentation took‘ place among the deluded 
audience.* 

The loan of great sums of money, often to the 
ruin of* families, was exacted from all such as lay 
under any suspicion of favouring the King’s party ; 
though the?r conduct had been ever so inoffensive. 
This wks a dieVice, fallen upon by the ruling party, 
in order, as they said, to reach Heart Malignants.'" 
Never, in this island, was known a more severe and 
arbitrary government, than was generally exercised 
by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms. 

The siege of Colchester terminated in a manner 
no less unfortunate than Hamilton’s engagement, 
for the royal cause. After suffering the .utmost ex- 
tremities of famine, after feeding on tlfe vilest alis-, 
meats ; the garrison desired, at last, to capitulated 
Fairfax required them to surrender at discretion |F 
and he gave such an explanation' to these tq|rm% a|i 
to reserve to himself power, if he pleased#;||||iii^ 
them all instantly to the sword. The oflBicOT^ren|t 
deavdured, ‘though in vain, to persuade the soli^rsf 
by making a vigorous sally, to break throng, at 
least to sell their lives as dear as possible. Thl^ 
were obliged " to accept of the conditionsioffgred ; 
and Fairfax, instigated by Ireton, to wbem Crom- 
well, in hb absence, had consigned over the govem- 
l|||i%t of the passive general, seized Sir Charles Lucas 
Sir George Lisle, and resolved to make them 
mstant facrihees to military justice. This:iihusual 
•seyqcity was loudly exclaimed against by all the 
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prisoners. Lord Capel, fearless of danger, reproached 
Ireton with it ; and challenged him, as they were all 
engaged in the same honourable cause, to exerciSe 
the same impartial vengeance on ail of them. Lucas 
was first shot, and he himself ga^e orders to fire, 
with the same alacrity as if he had commanded a 
platoon of his own soldiers. Lisle instantly ran and 
kissed the dead body, then cheerfully presented 
himself to a like fate. Thinking that the soldiers, 
destined for his execution, stood at too great a 
distance, he called to them to come nearer : One of 
them replied. I'll warrant you, Sir, we'^l hit you: 
answered, smiling, Friends, I h,ave been nearer you 
when you have missed me. Thus perished this gene- 
rous spirit, not less beloved . for his * modesty and 
humanity, than ‘esteemed for his courage and mili- 
tary conduct. 

Soov after, a gentleman appearing in the King’s 
presence, clothed in mourning (or Sir Charles Lucas; 
that humane Prince, suddenly recollecting the hard 
fate of his friends, paid* them a tribute, .which none 
of his own unparalleled misfortunes ever extorted 
from him'ine dissolved into a flood of tears." 

By these multiplied successes of the.army, they 
had subdued all their enemies; and none remained 
fauh^e helpless King and parliament, to oppose their 
measures. From Cromwell’s suggestion, a 

^nstrance was drawn by the council of general 
ers, and sent to the parlianient. They ’there 
co^lain of the treaty with the King ; demand his 
piki&hment for the blood spilt during the war; 
T|q[uire a dissolution of the present parliament, and 
assert, that though servants, they are entitled to 
represent these important points to their masters, 
who Sire themselves no better than servants and trus- 
tees of the people. At the same time, they advanced 
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with the army to Windsor, and sent Colonel Eure 
to seize the l^g’s person at Newport, and convey 
Uhl to Hurst-castle in the neighbourhood, where he 
was detained in strict confinement. 

‘This measure 'being- foreseen some time before, 
the King was exhorted to make his escape, which 
was conceived to be very easy : But having given 
his word to the parliament not to attempt the reco- 
very of his liberty during the treaty, and three weeks 
after, he would not, by any persuasion, be induced 
to hazard* the reproach of violating that promise. 
In yain «was \t urged, that a promise given to the 
parliament could no longer be binding ; since they 
could no longer afford him protection from violence 
threatened hirh by other persons, to whom he was 
bound by no tie* or engagement. The King would 
indulge no refinements of casuistry, however plau- 
sible, in such delicate subjects ; and was resolved, 
that what depredations soever fortune should com- 
mit upon him, she never should bereave him of his 
honour, p ^ ^ 

The parliament lost not courage, notwithstanding 
the danger with which they were so nearly menaced. 
Hhough without any plan for resisting military 
usurpations, they resolved to withstand them to the 
uttermost; and rather to bring on a violent and 
visible subversion of government, than lend their 
authority to those illegal and sanguinary measm||W 
which wereprojected. They set aside the renqy^ 
strance of the ariny, without deigning to answerW; 
they voted the seizing of the King’s person to.ho 
without their consent, and sent a message^o t^e 
general, to know by what authority that en^^rise 
had been executed ; and they issued/orders, the 
should advance no nearer to Londoiii < ^ 

*^1 Honns, the present leader of the presbyterians, 
was a man of unconquerable intrepidity ; and memy 
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Others of that party seconded his magnanimous 
spirit. It was proposed by them, that the generate 
and principal officers should, for their disobedience 
and usurpations, be proclaimed traitors by the 
parliament. * 

But the parliament was dealing with men, who 
would not be frightened by words, nor retarded by 
any scrupulous delicacy. The generals, under the 
name of Fairfax, (for he sfill allowed them to em- 
ploy his name,) marched the army to London, and 
placing guards in Whitehall, the Mews, St. James’s, 
Durham-house, Covent-garden, anc^ Palace-yard, 
surrounded the parliament with their hostile arma- 
ments. 

The parliament, destitute of all hopes of prevail- 
ing, retained, however, courage to resist. They 
attempted, in the face of the army, to close their 
treaty with the King ; and though they had formerly 
voted his concessions with regard to the church and 
delinquents to be unsatisfactory, they now took into 
consideration the final’resolution with jregard to the 
whole. .|After a violent debate of three days, it was 
carried, by a majorfty of 129 against 83, in the 
house of commons, that the King’s conqessidns w*re 
a fdphdation for the houses to proceed upon in the 
se^fement of the* kingdom. 

IfiiiT day, when the commons were to meet, 
COTDhel Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed 
the house with two regiftients ; aiyJ, dirtJeted b'yLord 
Gf^y of Grdby, he seized in the passage forty-one 
members of the presbyterian party, and sent them to 
a le# room, which passed by the appellation of hell; 
ivhettce they were afterwards carried to several inns. 
Above 160 members more were excluded and none 
were allowed to enter but the most furious and the 
niost determined of the independents ; and these 
exceeded not the number of fifty or sixty. This 
invasion of parliament commonly passed under 
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the name of Colonel Pride' s purge; so much disposed 
was the nation to make merry with the dethroning 
of those members, who had violently arrogated the 
whole authority of government, and deprived the 
King of his legal prerogatives. 

The subsequent proceedings*" of the parliament, 
if this diminutive assembly deserve that honourable 
name, retain not the least appearance of law, equity, 
or freedom. They instantly reversed the former 
vote, and declared the King’s concessions unsatis- 
factory. They determined that no member, absent 
at tpis last votp, should be received, till he subscribed 
it as agreeable to his judgement. They renewed their 
former vote o*f non-addresses. And they committed 
to prisofi Sir William Waller, Sir John Clotworthy, 
the generals Massey, Brown, Copley, and other 
leaders of the presbyterians. These men by their 
credit and authority, which was then very high, 
had, at the commencement of the war, supported 
the parliament ; and thereby prepared the way for 
tlie greatness cf the present leaders, who, at that 
time, were of small account in the nation. 

The secluded members havihg published a paper, 
C4ptainlhg a, narrative of the violence which had been 
exercised upon them, and a protestation, that all acts 
were void, which from that time had been transacted 
in the house of commons ; the remaining members 
encountered it with a declaration in which they *pro- 
uouncbd it false, scandalous; seditious, and tending 
to the destruction of the visible and fundamental 
government of the kingdom. 

These sudden and violent revolutions held the 
whole nation in terror and astonishment. Every 
man dreaded to be trampled under foot, in the con- 
tention between those mighty powers which disputed 
for the sovereignty of the state. Many began to 
withdraw their effects beyond sea : Foreigners 
scrupled to give any credit to a people, so torn 
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by domestic faction, and oppressed by military chap. 
usurpation ; Even the internal commerce of the 
kingdom began to stagnate. And in order to 
remddy these growing evils, the generals, in the 
name of the army, published a declaration, in which 
they expressed their resolution of supporting law 
and justice. ’ 

The more to quiet the minds of men, the council 
of officers took into consideration a scheme, called 
Thi agreement of the people; being the plan pf a re- 
public, to be substituted in the place pf that govern- 
ment which they had so violently pulled i]i pieces. 

Many parts of this scheme, for corftcting the’ine- 
qualities of the representative, hre plaisible, had the 
nation been disposed to receive it, or had the army 
intended to impose it. Other pa^ts are too perfect 
for human nature, and savour strongly of that fana- 
tical spirit so prevalent throughout the kingdom- 

The height of all iniquity and fanatical extrava- 
gance yet remained ; the public trial and execution 
of their sovereign. To this period was every measure 
precipitated by the zealous independents. The par- 
liamented^ leaders of that party had intended that 
the army, themselves, should execute thajt daring 
•enterprise ; and they deemed so irregular and law- 
less, a deed best ntted to such irregular and lawless 
itw||^ments. ' But the generals were too wise to 
Ic^ themselves singly with the infamy which, they 
kijiw, must attend an action so shocking to the ge- 
neral sentiments of mankind. The parliament, they 
•were resolved, should share with them the reproach 
of a measure which was thought requisite for the ad- 
vancement of their common ends of safety and am- 
bition. In the house of commons, therefore, a com- 
mittee was appointed to bring in a ‘charge against 
the King. On their report a vote passed, declaring 
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CHAP, it treason in a King to levy war against his parliament, 
and appointing a High Court of Justice, to try 

1648. Charles for this new invented treason. This vote 
was sent up to the house of peers. 

The house ofc peers, during the civil wars, had, 
all along, been of small account ; but it had lately, 
since the King’s fall, become totally contemptible ; 
and very few members would submit to the mor- 
tification of attending it.. It happened, that day, to 
be fuller than usual, and they were assembled, to 
the number of sixteen. Without one dissenting 
voice, and almost without deliberation, they instant- 
ly rejecfed the vote of the lower house, and adjourn- 
ed themselves for ten days ; hoping that this delay 
would be able, to retard the furious career of the 
commons. 

1649 . The commons were not to be stopped by so small 
an obstacle. Having first established a principle, 
which is noble in itself, and seems specious, but is 
belied by all history and experience. That the people 
are the origin of all just power ; they next declared, 
that the commbns of England, assembled in parlia- 
ment, being chosen by the people, and ref lesenting 
them, aje the supreme authority of the nation, and 
that whatever is enacted and declared to be law by« 
the commons, hath the force of law, without the 

4 th Jan. consent of King or house of peers. The ordinappe 
for the trial of Charles Stuart, King of England>' '‘so 
they called him, was again read, and unanimously 
assented to. ' 

In proportion to the enormity of the violences 
and usurpations, were augmented the pretences of 
sanctity among those regicides. “ Should any one 
“ have voluntarily proposed,” said Cromwell in 
the house, “ tb bring the King to punishment, I 
should have regarded him as the greatest traitor; 
** but, since Providence and necessity have cast 
“ us upon it, I will pray to God for a blessing 

on 
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“ on your counsels; though I am not prepared to chap. 
“ give you any advice on this important occasion. 

“ Even I myself,” subjoined he, “ when 1 was lately 
“ offering up petitions for His Majesty’s restoration, 

“ felt my tongue cleave to the rqof of my mouth, 

“ and considered this preternatural movement as 
“ the answer which Heaven, having rejected the 
“ King, had sent to my supplications.” 

A WOMAN of Hertfordshire, illuminated by pro- 
phetical visions, desired admittance into the military 
council, and communicated to the officers a* revela- 
tion, which assured them that their ‘measures were 
consecrated from above, and ratified4)y alieavenly 
sanction. This intelligence gave thegn great com- 
fort, and much confirmed them in. theiy present 
resolutions.® 

Colonel Harrison, the son of a butcher, and the 
most furious enthusiast in the army, was sent with 
a strong party to conduct the King to London. At 
Windsor, Hamilton, who was there detained a pri- 
soner, was admitted into the King’s presence ; and 
falling on his knees, passionately \3Xt:laimed, My 
dear M(Me,r ! — / have indeed been so to you, replied 
Charles, embracing him. No farther. intercourse was 
allowed between them. The King was instantly 
hurried away. Hamilton long followed him with 
his eyes, all suffused in tears, and prognosticated, 
that . in this short salutation, he had given the last 
adi^ to his sovereign and his friend. 

Charles himself was assured^ that the period of 
bis life was now approaching ; but notwithstanding 
all the preparations which were making, and the 
intelligence which he received, he could not, even 
yet, believe that his enemies really meant to con- 
clude their violences by a public trial* and execution. 

A private assassination he every nmment looked 
for; and though Harrison assured him, that his 
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CH AP< apprehensioQs were entirely groundless, it was by 
that eatastrophe, so frequent with dethroned Prin- 
~i« 4 ^ ces, that he expected to terminate his life. In 
'■ appearance, as well as in reality, the King was' now 
dethroned. All the exterior symbols of sovereignty 
were withdrawn, and his attendants had orders to 
serve him without ceremony. At first, he was 
shocked with instances of rudeness and familiarity, 
to which he had been so little accustomed. Nothing 
so contemptible as a despised Prince ! was the reflec- 
tion which, they suggested to him. But he soon 
reconciled his mind to this, as he had done to his 
other calamities. 

All the circumstances of the trial were now ad- 
justed; and the high court of justice fully constituted. 
It consisted of 133 persons as named by the com- 
mons ; but there scarcely ever sat above 70 : So 
difficult was it, notwithstanding the blindness of 
prejudice and the allurements of interest, to engage 
men of any name or character in that criminal 
measure. Cromwell, Ireton, Harrison, and the chief 
officers of the ‘army, most of them of mean birth, 
were members, together with some of Jtie lower 
house, and some citizens of London. The twelve 
judges were* at first appointed in the number : But 
as they had affirmed, that it was contrary to all the 
ideas of English law to try the King for treason, by 
whose authority all accusations for treason 
necessarily be conducted ; their names, as well as 
those of some peers, were afterwards struck out. 
Bradshaw, a lawyer, was chosen president. Coke 
was appointed solicitor, for the people of Eng)i|Ud. 
Dorislaus, Steele, and Aske, were named assi^tfuats. 
The court sat in Westminster-hall. :<*», 

Jt is remarkable, that, in calling over tbqlcourt, 
lyhen the crier pronounced the name of ^airfax, 
'which had been inserted in the number, a voicstcame 
from one of the spectators, and cried. He has more 
to be here. )^hen the charge was r€a<Lagainst 

the 



CHARLES I. 


137 


the King, In the name of the people of England; the C h a f. 
same voice exclaimed, not a tenth part of them. Axtel 
the officer, who guarded the court, giving orders to 1649. 
fire iftto the box whence these insolent speeches 
came ; it was discovered that Lady Fairmx was 
there, and that it was she who had had the courage 
to utter them. She was a person of noble extrac- 
tion, daughter of Horace, Lord Vere of Tilbury; 
but being seduced, by the violence of the times, she 
had long seconded her husband’s zeal against thp royal 
cause, and was now, as well as he, struck with ab- 


horrence at the fatal and unexpected consequence 
of all his boasted victories. • 


The pomp, the dignity, th6 cereffiony of this The 
.transaction corresponded to the greatest conception 
that is suggested in the annals of hpman kind ; the 
delegates of a great people sitting in judgement upon 
their supreme magistrate, and trying him for his 
misgovernment and breach of trust. The solicitor, 
in the name of the commons, represented, that 
Charles Stuart, being ‘admitted King of England, 
and with a limited ^ower; yet 'nevertheless 

from a >ll«Eked design to erect an unlimited and 
tyrannical government, had traitorously and mali- 
ciously levied war against the present ’parliament, 
a|a 4 ^ the people whom they represented, and was 
ti^efore impeached as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, 
public and implacable enemy to the comraon- 
sffealth. After the charge was finished, the president 
^ivected his discourse to the King, and told him, 
that the court expected his answer. • 

The King, though long detained a prisoner, and 
now produced as a criminal, sustained, by his mag- 
nanimous courage, the majesty of a monarch. With 
great temper and dignity, he declined the authority 
of the court, and refused to submit himself to their 
jurisdiction. He represented, that having been en- 
gaged in treaty with his two houses of parliament, 
and having finished almost every article, he had 

expected 
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expected to be brought to his capital in another 
manner, and ere this time, to have been restored to 
his power, dignity, revenue, as well as to his per- 
sons liberty : That he could not now perceive any 
appearance of the upper house, so essential a mem- 
ber of the constitution; and had learned, that-even 
the commons, whose authority was pretended, were 
subdued by lawless force, and were bereaved of their 
liberty : That he himself was their native heredi- 
tary ^Cing ; nor was the whole authority of the state* 
though free and united, entitled to try him, who 
derived, his dignity from the Supreme Majesty of 
heatven; Thatt, admitting those extravagant prin- 
ciples whickr levelled all orders of men, the court 
could plead no power delegated by the people ; . 
unless the consent of every individual, down to the 
meanest and most ignorant peasaint, had been pre- 
viously asked and obtained : That he acknowledged, 
without scruple, that he had a trust committed to 
him, and one most sacred and inviolable ; he was 
intrusted with the liberties of his people, and would 
notnow betrky them, by fecognizing apower founded 
on the most atrocious violence and u&hrpation : 
That having taken arms, and frequently exposed 
his life in defence of public liberty, of the consti- 
tution, of the fundamental laws of the kingdom, he 
was willing, in this last and most solemn scene, to 
seal with his blood those precious rights for which, 
though in ygin, he had so . long contended : That, 
those who arrogated a title to ait as his judges, wer§{: 
born his subjects, and born subjects to those laws, 
which determined. That the King can do no wrong : 
That he was not reduced to the necessity of sh%- 
tenU^ himself under this general maxim, whjpi 
g^(ds every English monarch, even the; least|ip- 
sefving; but was able, by the most satisfa^lii^ 
reasons,, to justify those measures, in which, hpbtd 
beed engaged: That to the whole world, an||^en 
to t^%. his pretended judges, he was dei^iiiius, if 

called 
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called upon in another manner, to prove the inte- chap. 
grity of his conduct, and assert the justice of those 
defensive arms, to which> unwillingly and unfortu- 
natel;^, he had had recourse : But that, in order to 
preserve a uniformity of conduct, he must at present 
forego the apology of his innocence; lest, by ratify- 
ing an authority, no better founded thap that of 
robbers and pirates, he be justly branded as the 
betrayer, instead of being applauded as the martyr, 
of the constitution. 

The president, in order to support the.majesty of 
the people, and maintain the superiority of his court 
above the prisoner, still inculcated, th!ithe must not 
decline the authority of his judges ; th%t they over- 
ruled his objections; that they were 'delegated by 
the people, the only source of evesy lawful power ; 
and that Kings themselves acted but in trust from 
that community, which had invested this high court 
of justice with its jurisdiction. Even according to 
those principles, which in his present situation he 
was perhaps obliged to*ad<mt, his o^haviour in ge- 
neral will appear not a liMe harsh and barbarous ; 
but whence consider him as a subject, and one too 
of no high character, addressing himself to his unfor- 
tunate sovereign, jiis style will be esteemed, to the 
last (^iree, audaoious and insolent. 

T]i«5feE times was Charles produced before the 
coui^mbd as often declined their jurisdiction. On 
the ^rth, the judges having examined some wit- 
ness^ by whom it was proved that the King had 
appeared in arms against the forces commissioned by 
the^rliament; they pronounced sentence against 
hinrf He seemed very anxious, at this time, to be 
admitted to a conference with the twQ houses ; and 
it 4ras supposed, that he intended to resign the crown 
t#' his son: But the court refused compliance, and anhJan. 
Odnsidered that request as nothing but a delay of 
jiistice. 


It 
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It is confess.ed, that the King’s behaviour, during 
this last scene of his life, does honour to his me- 
mory ; and that in all appearances before his jj^dges, 
he never forgot his part, either as a Prince or as a 
man. Firm and intrepid, he maintained, in each 
reply, the utmost perspicuity an^ justness both of 
thought pnd expression : Mild and equable, he rose 
into no passion at that unusual authority which was 
assumed over him. Mis soul, without effort or 
affectation, seemed only to remain in the situation 
familiar to it,, and to look down with contempt on 
all the aborts of human malice and iniquity. The 
soldiers, instigated by their superidrs, were brought, 
though with^ifficuUy, to cry aloud for justice : Poor 
souls ! said thte King to one of his attendants ; for a 
little money they tvould do as much against their coni- 
manders.*^ Some of them were permitted to go the 
utmost length of brutal insolence, and to spit in his 
face, as he was conducted along the passage to the 
court. To excjte a sentiment of piety was the only 
effect which jthjs inhuman insult was able to produce 
upon him. • 

The people, though under the rod ^ lawless 
unlimited power, could not forbear, with the most 
ardent prayers, pouring forth thpir . wishes for his^ 
preservation; and, in his presKit distress, they), 
avowed him, by their generous tears, for thejr mo- 
narch, whom, in their misguided fury, the | g had 
before so violently rejected.. The King was spKned 
at this moving scefte, and expressed his gratituM for , 
their dutiful affection. One soldier, too, seized by 
contagious sympathy, demanded from heaven a bleasr 
sing on oppressed and fallen majesty : His offic^ 
overhearing tl|e prayer, beat him to the ground^ 
^.King’s presence. The ’punishment, methinkSf^>-\ 
the' offence : This was the reflection 
^prles formed on that occasion." ksv 


As 
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As soon as the intention of trying the King wm 
known in foreign countries, so enormous an action 
was exclaimed against by the general voice of reason 
and humanity ; and all men, under whatever form 
of government they were born, rejected this example, 
as the utmost effort of undisguised usurpation, and 
the most heinous insult on law and justice? The 
French ambassador, by orders from his court, inter- 
posed in the King’s behalf: The Dutch employed 
their good offices : The Scots exclaimed and pro- 
tested against the violence : The Queen, the Prince, 
wrote pathetic letters to the parliamept. All soli- 
citations were found fruitless with men whose reso- 
lutions were fixed and irrevocable. ^ 

Four of Charles’s friends, persons 'of virtue and 
dijgnity, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lin- 
desey, applied to the commons. They represented 
that they were the King’s counsellors, and had con- 
. curred, by their advice, in all those measures which 
were now imputed as crimes to their royal master : 
That in the eye of the* law, and according to the 
dictates (^common reason,* they alone were guilty, 
and werelftone exposed to censure for every blame- 
' able action of the Prince : And that th^y now pre- 
sented themselves, in order to save, by their own 
punishment, that precious life, which it became the 
comiBQns themselves, and every subject, with the 
utmd^iliazard, to protect and defend.'* Such a 
gene^^s effort tended to their honour ;*but cOjgitri- 
bui0d nothing towards the King’s* safety. * 

people remained in that silence and asto- 

f ihtoeht which all great passions, when they have 
tnan opportunity of exerting themselves, naturally 
pro&uce in the human mind. The soldiets being 
incessantly plied with prayers, sermons, and exhor- 
tations, were wrought up to a- degree of fury, and 
imagined, that in the acts of the most extreme 

’ w Peritichef, p. 85. Lloyde, p. 319. 
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CHAP, disloyalty towards their Prince, consisted their 
Lix. greatest merit in the eye of heaven. * 

Three days were allowed the King between his 
• sentence and his execution. This interval he passed 

with great tranquillity, chiefly in reading and de- 
)tion. All his family that remained in England 
ere allowed access to him. It consisted only of 
le Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Gloucester ; 
r the Duke of York liad made his escape. Glou- 
jsterwas little more than an infant : The Princess, 
)twithstknding her tender years, showed an ad- 
inced 'judgement ; and the calamities of her family 
id made a^eep impression upon her. After many 
ous consolations and advices, the King gave her 
charge to tell the Queen, that, during the whole 
)urse of his life, he had never once, even in 
lought, failed in his fidelity towards her ; and that 
s conjugal tenderness and his life should have an 
jual duration. 

To the young Duke, too, he could not forbear 
ving some advice, in order to season his mind 
ith early principles of loyalty and ob^ience to- 
ards his brother, who was so soon to ^ his sove- 
ign. Holding him on his knee, he said, “ Now 
they will cut oft' thy father’s" head.” At these 
jrds the child looked very ste'dfastly upon him. 
Mark, child ! what I say : They will cut off my 
head ! and perhaps make thee a King : Btit mark 
Mth'at I say, thpu must hot be a King, as long as 
thy brothers Charles and James are alive. They 
will cut oft' thy brothers’ heads, when they can 
catch them ! And thy head too they will cut eff 
at last ! Therefore, I charge thee, do not be ma^ 
a King by them !” The Duke, sighing, replied, 
1 will be torn in pieces first !” So deteirmined an 
iswer, from one of such tender years, filled the 
ing’s eyes with tears of joy and admiration: 

« • 

* Burners History of his own limes. 
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Every night, during this iirterval, the King slept chap. 
sound as usual ; though the noise of virorkmen, em- 
ploye^ in framing the scaffold, and other prepara- 
tions for his execution, continually resounded in his 
ears. ^ The morning of the fatal dky he rose early ; 
and calling Herhert, one of his attendants, he bade 
him employ more than usual care in dressing him, 
and preparing him for so great and joyful a so- 
lemnity. Bishop Juxon, a man endowed with the soihJan. 
same mild and steady virtues by which the King 
himself was so much distinguished, assi^ed him in 
his devotions, and paid the last mel^choly duties • 
to his friend and sovereign. . _ 

The street before Whitehall was the place des- Amiexe- 
tined for the execution : For it was’ intended, by c«tion. 
choosing that very place, in sight ‘of his own pa- 
lace, to display more evidently the triumph of po- 
pular justice over royal majesty. When the King 
came upon the scaffold, he found it so surrounded 
with soldiers, that he could not expect to be heard 
by any of the people* he addressad .therefore his 
discours^o the few persons who were about him ; 
particularly Colonel Tomlinson, to whose care he had 
lately been committed, and upon whym, as upon 
many others, his .amiable deportment had wrought 
an entire conversion. He justified his own inno- 
cence in the late fatal wars, and observed that he 
had not taken arms till after the parliament had en- 
listed forces ; nor had*he any Qther dbject’in his 
warlike operations, than to preserve that authority 
fentire, which his predecessors had transmitted to 
him. He threw not, however, the blame upon the 
parliament ; but was iftore inclined to think that 
ill-instruments had interposed, and iraised in them 
fears and jealousies vfith regard to his intentions. 
Though innocent towards his people, he acknow- 
ledged the equity of his execution in the eyes of his 


y Clement Walkers History of Independency. 
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CHAP. Maker; and observed, that an unjust sentence, 
l-ix. which he had suffered to take effect, was now 
1649. ~ punished by an unjust sentence upon himself He 
forgave all his enemies, even the chief instruments 
of his death ; but exhorted them and the whole na- 
tion to return to the ways of peace, by paying obe- 
dience to their lawful sovereign, his son and suc- 
cessor. When he was preparing himself for the 
block. Bishop Juxon called to him : “ There is. Sir, 
“ but'one stage more, which, though turbulent and 
“ troublesome, is yet a very short one. Consider, 

• “ it wiil soop carry you a great way ; it will carry 
“ you from^arth to heaven ; and there you shall 
“ find, to your great joy, the prize to which you 
“ hasteh, a cVbwn of glory.” “ I go,” replied the 
King, “ from «a corruptible to an incorruptible 
“ crown; where no disturbance can have place.” 
At one blow was his head severed from his body. 
A man in a vizor performed the office of execu- 
tioner : Another, in a like disguise, held up to the 
spectators the head stream!^ with blood, and cried 
aloud, This is the head of a traitor ! 

It is impossible to describe the grief, if?Signation, 
and astonishment, which took place, not only among 
the spectators, who were overwhelmed with a flood 
of sorrow, but throughout the whole nation, as 
soon as the report of this fatal execution was con- 
veyed to them. Never monarch, in the full tri- 
umph’of success and victory, was more dear to his 
people, than his misfortunes and magnanimity, his 
patience and piety, had rendered this unhappy 
Prince. In proportion to their former delusionai 
which had animated them against him, was the vjpr 
lenco of Their jeturn to duty and affection ; w^^ 
each reproached himself^ either with active disloy- 
alty towards him, or with too indolent defence of 
his oppressed cause. . On weaker minds, the effect 
of these complicated passions was prodigious. Wo- 
mc^are said to have cast forth the untiniely fruit of 
« ' their 





* • , 

^ Chap. LVIII. p. 139. , 

Cromwell and Ireton, informed of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him, that the Lord had rejected the king; and they exhorted 
him to 9cck by prayer some direction foom heaven on this important 
occasion: but they concealed from him, that they had already signed 
the warrant for the execution- Harrison was the person appointed to 
join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, he prolonged 
his fbleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the fatal blow was struck. 
He then rose from his knees, and irjsisted with FairUx, that this event 
was a mimeu) ''US and providential answer^ which heaven had sent to 
their devout supplications* 
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their womb; Others fell into convulsions, or suiik chap. 
into such a melancholy as attended them to their 
grav(i: Nay, some, unmindful of themselves, as i649~ 
though they could not or would ^not survive their 
beloved Prince, it is reported, suddenly fell down 
dead. The very pulpits were bedewed with un- 
suborned tears ; those pulpits, which had formerly 
thundered out the most vjolent imprecations and 
anathemas against him. And all men united in their 
detestation of those hypocritical parricides, \^ho, by 
sanctified pretences, had so long disguised their 
treason's, and in this last act of iniquky had thrown 
an indelible stain upon the nation. % 

A FRESH instance of hypocrisy wi\p. displayed the 
very day of the King’s death. The generous Fair- 
fax, not content* with* being abseni from the trial, 
had used all the interest which he yet retained, to 
prevent the execution of the fatal sentence ; and had 
even employed persuasion with his own regiment, 
though none else wouM follow him, to rescue the 
King from his disloyal murderers. * Oomwell and 
Ireton, ii^rmed of this intention, endeavoured to 
convince him that the Lord had rejected the King ; 
and they exhorted him to seek by prayer some di- 
rection from heaven on this important occasion : 

But they concealed from him that they had already 
signed the warrant for the execution. Harrison was 
the person appointed to join in prayer \yith tfic un- 
wary general. By agreement, be prolonged his 
doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the fatal 
blow was struck. He then rose from his knees, 
and insisted with Fairfax, that this event was a mira- 
culous and providential answer, which hea,ven had 
sent to their devout supplications.' 

It being remarked, that the King, the moment 
before he stretched out his neck to the executioner, 
had said to Juxon, with a very earnest accent, the 
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CHAP, single word Remember ; great mysteries were sup- 
posed to be concealed under that expression; and the 
' generals vehemently insisted with the prelate, that 
he should inform, them of the King’s meaning. 
Juxon told them* that the King, having frequently 
charged him to inculcate on his son the forgiveness 
of his murderers, had taken this opportunity, in 
the last moment of his hfe, when his commands, he 
supposed, would be regarded as sacred and inviolable, 
to reiterate that desire; and that his mild spirit thus 
terminated its present course, by an act of benevo- 
lence toVard»his greatest enemies. 

The char|pter of this Prince, as that of most 
men, if not of , all men, was mixed; but his virtues 
predominated extremely above his vices, or, more 
properly speakihg, his imperfections : For scarce 
any of his faults rose to that pitch as to merit the 
appellation of vices. To consider him in the most 
favourable light, it may be affirmed that his dig- 
nity was free from pride, hig humanity from weak- 
ness, his bfai^ry from rashness, his temperance 
from austerity, his frugality from avarice^ All these 
virtues, in him, maintained their proper bounds, 
and merited unreserved praise. To speak the most 
harshly of him, we may affirm, That many of his 
good qualities were attended with some latent frailty, 
which, though seemingly inconsiderable, was able, 
when .seconded by the exti^eme malevolence of his 
fortune, to disappoint them of all their influence : ; 
His beneficent disposition vs^as clouded by a manner I 
not very gracious; his virtue was tinctured with 
superstition ; his good sense was disfigured by a 
ference to persons of a capacity inferior to his 
m ; avul his* moderate temper exempted him not 
j^in hasfy and precipitate resolutions. He deserves 
the epithet of a good, rather than of a great' man; 
and was more fltted'to rule in a regular established 
government, than either to give way do the en- 
' ^i^Uiients of a popular assembly, or finalj^ to 

subdue 
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subdue their pretensions. He wanted suppleness and 
dexterity sufficient for the first measure: He was not 
endowed with the vigour requisite for the second. 
Had ne been born an absolute Prince, his humanity 
and good sense had rendered his itjign happy and his 
inemory precious : Had the limitations on preroga- 
tive been in his time quite fixed and certain, his 
integrity had made him regard, as sacred, the boun- 
daries of the constitution. 'Unhappily, his fate threw 
him into a period when the precedents of many 
former reigns savoured strongly of arbitrary power, 
and the genius of the people ran violently tovvards 
liberty. And if his political prucknee was not 
sufficient to extricate him from so perilous a situa- 
tion, he may be excused; since even after fhe event, 
when it is commonly easy to correct all errors, one is 
at a loss to determine what conduct, in his circum- 
stances, could have maintained the authority of the 
crown, and preserved the peace of the nation. Ex- 
posed, without revenug, without arms, to the assault 
of furious, implacable, and bigotted» factions, it was 
never pejjmitted him, but with the most fatal conse- 
quences, to commit the smallest mistake ; a condi- 
tion too rigorous to be imposed on ,the greatest 
human capacity. • 

Some historians have rashly questioned the good 
faith of this Prince: But, for this reproach, the 
most malignant scrutiny of his conduct, which in 
every circumstance is now tjiorou^hly known, 
affords not any reasonable foundation. On the 
contrary, if we consider the extreme difficulties to 
which he was so frequently reduced, and compare 
the sincerity of his professions and declarations ; we 
«hall avow, that probity and honour ought' justly to 
be numbered among his most shining qualities. In 
every treaty, those concessions which he thought he 
could not in conscience maintain, he never could, 
by any motive or persuasion, be induced to make. 
And though some violations of the petition of right 
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may perhaps be imputed to him ; these are tnore to 
be ascribeil to the necessity of his situation, and to 
the lofty ideas of royal prerogative, ’vliich,. from 
former established precedents, he had imbibed, than 
to any failure in t*lie integrity of his principles.*. 

Til I S Prince was of a comely presence ; of a sweet, 
but melancholy aspect. His face was regular, hand- 
some, and well-complexioncd ; his body strong, 
healthy, and justly proportioned ; and being of a 
middle stature, he was capable of enduring the 
greatest fatigifes. He excelled in horsemanship and 
other ex\'rcisc^ ; and he possessed all the exterior, as 
well as manjL'of tht\ essential ([ualities, which form 
an accomplisTicd Prince. 

The tragicaY death of Charles begat a (picstion, 
whether the people, in any case, wore entitled 
to judge and to punish their sovereign ; and 
most men, regarding chiefly the atrocious usurp- 
ation of the juetended judges, and the merit of the 
virtuous Prince who suffered^ were inclined to con- 
demn the ropirblican principle as highly seditious 
and extravagant : But there still were a^few who, 
abstracting from the particular circumstances of this 
case, were able to consider the question in general, 
and were inclined to moderate, not contradict, the 
prevailing sentiment. Such might have been their 
reasoning. If ever, on any occasion, it were laud- 
able to conceal truth from the populace, it must be 
confessed, that thctdoctrinc of resistance affords such 
an example; and that all speculative reasoners ought 
to observe, with regard to this principle, the same 
Cautious silence, which the laws in every species of 
government have ever prescribed to themselves. 
Goven (uent if? instituted in order to restrain the fury 
a’>d . 'ijnstice of the pcdple; and being always founded 
on opinion, not on force, it is dangerous to weaken, 
by these speci.iations, the reverence which ^le 

^ note [F], at the^nd of tlie volamc. 
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inultitude owe to authority, and to instruct them be- 
forehand, that the case can ever happen, when they 
may be freed from their duty of allegiance. Or 
shouTd it be found 4mpossiblc to restrain the license 
of human disquisitions, it must be acknowledged, 
that the doctrine of obedience ought alone to be 
inculcated, and that the exceptions, which are rare, 
ought seldom or never to be mentioned in popular 
reasonings and discourses.* Nor is there any danger, 
that mankind, by this prudent reserve, shopld uni- 
versally degenerate into a state of abjec.t servitude. 
When. the exception really occurs, even tlnjugh it be 
not previously expected and descanfed on, it must, 
from its very nature, be so obvious a%l undisputed, 
as to I'emove all doubt, and overpowxir the»restraint, 
however great,, imposed by teacjiing the general 
doctrine of obedience. But between resisting a 
Prince and dethroning him, there is a wide interval; 
and the abuses of power, which can warrant the latter 
violence, are greater and more enormous than those 
which will justify th<? former. Iljstorj% however, 
supplies us with examples even ol tliis kind ; and 
the rcali?V of the supposition, though, lor the future, 
it ought ever to be little looked lor, must, by all 
candid inquircrs„be acknowledged in tlie ])ast. But 
bej^ween dethroning a Prince and punishing him, 
there is another very wide interval ; and it were not 
strange, if even men of the most enlarged thought 
should (luestion, whether human nature cowld ever 
in any monarch reach that height of depravity, as 
'to warrant, in revolted subjects, this last act ot ex- 
traordinary jurisdiction. That illusion, it it be an; 
illusion, which teaches us to pay a sacred regard to 
the persons of princes, is so salutary, jhat to dissipa^ 
it by the formal trial and punishment of a sovereign, 
will have ipore pernicious efiects u])on the people, 
than the example of justice can be ;^ui)[)oscd to have 
a beneficial influence upon priiu'cs, by checking 
their carc*er of tyrannv. It is dangerous, also«|>y 
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these examples to reduce princes to despair, or bring 
matters to such extremities against persons endowed 
with great power, as to leave them no resource, but 
in the most violent and most sahguinary counsels. 
This general position being established, it must how- 
ever be observed, that no reader, almost of any party 
or principle, was ever shocked, when he read in 
ancient history, that the Roman senate voted Nero, 
their absolute sovereign, to be a public enemy, and, 
even without trial, condemned him to the severest 
and most ignominious punishment ; a punishment 
from which the, meanest Roman citizen was, by the 
laws,’exempte^ The crimes of that bloody tyrant 
are so enormous, that they break through all rules ; 
and extort a contession, that such a dethroned Prince 
is no longer superior to his people, and can no longer 
plead, in his own defence, laws, which were esta- 
blished for conducting the ordinary course of admi- 
nistration. But when we pass from the case of Nero 
to that of Charles, the great disproportion, or rather 
total contrariety^ of character immediately strikes 
us ; and we stand astonished, that, among a.civilized 
people, so much viitue could ever meet with so fatal 
a catastrophe. History, the great mistress of wisdom, 
furnishes examples of all kinds; >and every pru- 
dential, as well as moral precept, mhy be authorised 
by those events, which her enlarged mirror is able 
to present to us. From the memorable revolutions 
which |)assed in ^l^ngland during this period, we 
may naturally deduce the same useful lesson, which 
Charles himself, in his later years, inferred, that 
it is dangerous for Princes, even from the appear- 
ance of necessity, to assume more authority than 
law- have allowed them. But it must be con- 
fossed tfiat these events furnish us with another 
instruction, no less natural, and no less useful, 
concerning the madness of the people, the furies 
of fanaticism, and the danger of mercenary ar- 
im^s. 
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In order to close this part of the British history, 
it is also necessary to relate the dissolution of the 
monarchy in England : That event soon followed 
upon* the death of the monarch. When the peers 
met, on the day appointed in their adjournment, they 
entered upon business and sent down some votes to 
the commons, of which the latter deigned not to take 
the least notice. In a few days the lower house 
passed a vote that they v\jould make no more ad- 
dresses to the house of peers, nor receive any from 
them ; and that that house was useless and daflgerous, 
and was therefore to be abolished! A like vote 
passed with regard to the monarchy ^ and* it is re- 
markable, that Martin, a zealous republican, in the 
debate on this question, confessed, .1,}iat if they de- 
sired a King, the last was as proper as any gentle- 
man in England. The commons ordered a new 
great seal to be engraved, on which that assembly 
was represented, with this legend, on the fihst yeae 
OP FllEEDOM, BY (iOo’s BLESSING, RESTORED, 1648, 
The forms of all publicybusiness were changed, from 
the King’s name, to that of the keepers of the liber- 
ties of El^laud.*' And it was declared high trea- 
son to proclaim, or any otherwise acknowledge, 
Charles Stuart, commonly called Prince of Wales. 

The commons’ intended, it is said, to bind the 
Princess Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker : 
The Duke of Gloucester was to be taught some other 
mechanical employment. But the formpr soqp died ; 
of grief, as is supposed, for her father’s tragical end : 
•The latter was, by Cromwell, sent beyond sea. 

The King’s statue, in the Exchange, was thrown 
down; and on the pedestal these words were 

• 

• 

^ Wulktr’s llislory of Independency, part 2. 

The Court of King’s Bench was called the Court of Public Bench. 
So cautious on this head wtue some of the republicans, that, it is pre- 
tended, in reciting the Lord’s prayer, they would not say /Ay klngilow 
i'omCy but always (In/ mnmonxvcallh 
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CH AP, inscribed: Exit tyrannus, regum ultimus ; The 
LlX. tyrant is gone, the last of the Kings, 

Duke Hamilton was tried by a new high court 

1649. justice, as Earl of Cambridge in England’, and 
condemned for treason. This sentence, whieh was 
certainly hard, but which ought to save his memory 
from all impu'tations of treachery to his master, was 
executed on a scaft'old erected before Westminster- 
hall. Lord Capel underwent the same fate. Both 
these noblemen had escaped from prison, but were 
afterwards discovered and taken. To all the solicita- 
tions of their I'riends for pardon, the generals and par- 
liamentary leaders still replied, that it was certainly 
the intention eV Providence they should suffer; since 
it had pc^rmitted them to 1‘all into the hands of their 
enemies, after they had once recovered their liberty. 

The Earl of Holland lost his life by a like sentence. 
Though of a polite and oomtly behaviour, he died 
lamented by no party. His ingratitude to the King, 
and his frequent changing of sides, were regarded 
as great stains on his memoiy. The Earl of Nor- 
wich, and S"lr'.ToIin Owen, being condemned by 
the same court, were pardoned by the co.;r.Imons. 

The King left six children; three males, Charles, 
born in 1630, .lames Duke of York, born in 1633, 
Henry, Duke of Gloucester, born iti 1641 ; and three 
females, Mary, Piincess of Orange, born 1631, 
Elizabeth, born 1635, and Henrietta, afterwards 
Dutcliess of. Orleans, born a* Exeter, 1644. 

The Archbishop.s of ( Cante rbury in this reign were 
Abbot and Laud : The* lord-keepers, Williams^ 
bishop of Lincoln, Lord Coventry, Lord Finch, Lord 
Littleton, and Sir Richard Lane; the high admirals, 
the Duke of Buckingham, and the Earl of Northum- 
berlanf; ; the treasurer, the Earl of Marlborough, 
the r.arl of l^ortland, .Tuxon, bishop of London, 
and Lord Cottington; the secretaries of state. Lord 
Conwav, Hii Albertus Moreton, Coke, Sir Henry 

• Vane, 
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Vane, Lord Falkland, Lord Digby, and Sir EdWard chap/ 
Nicholas. lix. 

It may be expected, that we should here mention . . . ' 
the Icon Basilikc, a work published in the King’s 
name a lew days after, his exeeiltion. It seems 
almost impossible, in the eontroverted parts of 
history, to say any thing which will satisfy the 
zealots of both parties ; But with regard to the ge- 
nuineness of that production, it is not easy for an 
historian to fix any opinion which will be entirely 
to his own satisfaetion. The proofs brought to 
evince Jthat this work is or is not the King’s are so 
convincing, that if an impartial rcacfe' peruse any 
one side apart he will thinlc it iti^ossible, that 
arguments could be produced, sutftoient to coun- 
terbalance so strong an evidence< And when he 
compares both sides, he will be some time at a loss 
to fix any determination. Should an absolute sus- 
pense of judgement be found difficult or disagree- 
able in so interesting a question, 1 must confess, 
that I much incline t^ give the pj’elprence to the 
ai^umente of the royalists. The testimonies which 
prove th^ performance to be tlx; King’s, are more 
numerous, certain, and direct, than ^hosc on the 
other side. This, is the case, even if we consider 
the external evidence ; But when we weigh the 
internal, derived from the style and composition, 
there is no manner of com|)arison. These medita- 
tions resemble, in elegance, ])urity, nCatncs<s, and 
simplicity, the genius of those performances which 
we know with certainty to have flowed from the 

See, on Lite one liaiul, Toland’s Ainyntor, ami, on the other, Wag- 
staffe's \’in(lu;ation of the royal Martyr, with Young’s addition. We 
may remurk, that Lord Clarendon s total silence with regard to this sub- 
ject, in so full a hi.'^tory, composed in vindication of the King’s measures 
and character, forms a presumption on ’rolaud's side, and a presumption 
of which that author was ignorant ; the works of ihe noble historian not 
being then published. Bishop Burnet’s testimony too must be allowed of 
some weight against the Jeon. 

royal 
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CHAP, royal pen: But are so unlike the bombast, per- 
plexed, rhetorical, and corrupt style of Dr. Gauden, 
1649 . to whom they are ascribed, that no human testi- 
mony seems sufficient to convince us that he was 
the author. Yet^all the evidences which would rob 
the King of that honour, tend to prove that Dr. 
Gauden had the merit of writing so fine a perform- 
ance, and the infamy of imposing it on the world for 
the' King’s. 

It is.not easy to conceive the general compassion 
excited towards the King, by the publishing, at so 
critical ?. juncture, a work so full of piety, meek- 
ness, and huinanity. Many have not scrupled to 
ascribe to th^ book' the subsequent restoration of 
the royail family. Milton compares its effects to 
those which were wrought on the tumultuous Ro- 
mans by Anthony’s reading to them the will of 
Caesar. The Icon passed through fifty editions in a 
twelvemonth ; and independent of the great interest 
taken in it by the nation, as the supposed produc- 
tion of their piuydered sovere'Sgn, it must be ackhoiy-r 
ledgd the best prose composition, which, at the 
time of its publieation, was to be foviiid in the 
English language. 
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State of England — of Scotland — of Ireland. — Levellers sii|)prcssed. 
— Siege of Dublin raised. — Tredah stormcd.*^|^ovcnanters.><— 
Montrose taken prisoner — executed. — Covenanters. — Battle of 
Dunbar — of Worcester. — King’s Escape. — The Comrabn wealth. 
— Dutch War. — Dissolution of the Parliament. 


^I'^HE confusions which overspread England after 
the murder of Charles I. proeeeded as well 
from the spirit of refinement and inneva^ion, which 
agitated tlje ruling party, as from the dissolution 
of all that authority, both civil atid ecclesiastical, 
by which the nation had ever been accustomed 
to be governed. Every man had framed the mo- 
del of a republic,' and however new it was, or 
fantastical, he was eager in recommending it to his 
fellow-citizens, or even imposing it by force upon 
them. Every man had adjusted ^ system oi’ reli- 
gion, which, being derived from no traditional au- 
thority, was peculiar to himself ; and being founded 
on supposed inspiration, not on any principles of 
human reason, had no means, besides cant and low 
rhetoric, by which it could recommend itself to 
others. The levellers insisted on an equal,, distri- 
bution of power and property, and disclaimed all 
dependence and subordination. The millenarians 
or fifth monarchy men required, that government it- 
self should be abolished, and all human powers be 

laid 
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CHAP, laid in the dust, in order to pave the way for the 
dominion of Christ, whose second coining they sud- 
^549 denly expected. The Antinomians even insisted, 
that the obligatiohs of morality and natural law 
were suspended; and that the elect, guided by an 
internal principle more perfect and divine, were su- 
perior to the beggarly elements of justice and huma- 
nity. A considerable party declaimed against tithes 
and hireling priesthood,* and were resolved that the 
magistrate should not support by ])ower or I'evenue 
any ecclesiastical establishment. Another party in- 
veighechagaiij^t the law and its professors; and on 
pretence of i^ndering more simple the distribution 
of justice, were desirous of abolishing the whole 
system t)f English jurisprudence, which seemed in- 
terwoven with nK)narchical government. Even those 
among the republicans who adopted not such ex- 
travagancies were so intoxicated with their saintly 
character, that they supposed themselves possess^ 
of peculiar privileges ; and all ])rol'essions, oaths, 
laws, and engagements ha^l, in a great measure, 
lost their influence over them. The bands ofyso- 
ciety were every where loosened ; anfCi^ the irre- 
gular passiyns of men were encouraged by specu- 
lative principles, still more unsoGial and irregular. 
The royalists, consisting of the nobles and more 
considerable gentry, being degraded from their au- 
thority, and plundered of their jiroperty, were in- 
flamed with the Ingliest rcs*entment and indignation 
against those ignoble adversaries, who had reduced 
them to subjection. The ])resbyterians, whose cre- 
dit had first supported the arms of the parliament, 
were enraged to find that, by the treachery or su- 
; perior cunning ol their associates, the fruits of all 
• tin ir successful labours were ravished from them. 
The former party, from inclination and principle, 
zealously attached themselves to the son of their 
un^rtunatr monarch, whose memory they respected, 

' ' and 
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and whose tragical death they deplored. The latter chap. 
cast their eye towards the same object ; but they bad 
.still many prejudices to overcome, many fears and ‘ 
jealousies to be allayed, ere they could cordially 
entertain thoughts of restoring the family, which they 
had so grievously offended, and whose principles they 
r|garded with such violent abhorrence. 

Thk only solid support of the republican inde- 
pendent faction, which, thdbgh it formed so small a 
part of the nation, had violently usurped the govern- 
ment of the whole, was a numerous 'army of near 
rfifty thousand men. Hut this army, fofmidaf)le from 
its discipline and courage, as well a^its numbers, 
was actuated by a spirit that rendered it dangerous 
to the assembly which had assumed” the cbmmand 
over it. Accustomed to indulge every chimera in 
politics, every phrenzy in religion, the soldiers knew 
tittle of the subordination of citizens, and had only 
learned, from apparent necessity, some maxims of 
military obedience. And while they still maintained 
that all those enormous* violations of lav* and equity, 
of which ^ey had been guilty, were justified by the 
success \mh which Providence had blessed them; 


they were ready to break out into any ngw disorder, 
wherever they had the prospect of a like sanction 
And authority. 

What alone gave some stability to all these un- 
settled humours was, the great influence both civil 
and military acquired 6y Oliver, Cromwell.* This 
man, suited to the age in which he lived, and to 
that alone, was equally qualified to gain the affection 
and confidence of men, by what was mean, vulgar, 
and ridiculous in his character; as to command their 
obedience by what was great, daring, and enter- 
' prising. Familiar even to buffoonery with the 
meanest centinel, he never lost his authority : Trans- 
ported to a degree of madness with religious ecsta- 
sies, he never forgot the political purposes to which 
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CHAP, they might serve. Hating monarchy, while a sub- 
ject ; despising liberty, while a citizen ; though he 
retained for a time all orders of men under a seeming 
obedience to the parliament; he was secretly’ paving 
the way, by artifice and courage, to his own un- 
limited authority. 

The parliament, for so we must henceforth cal|a 
small and inconsiderable part of the house of com- 
mons, having murdered their sovereign with so 
many appearing circumstances of solemnity and 
justice, and ‘so much real violence and even fury, 
began to assume more the air of a civil, legal power, 
and to enl^ge a little the narrow bottom upon 
which they stood. They admitted a few of the 
excluded and absent members, such as were liable 
to least exception ; but on condition that these 
members should sign an approbation of whatever 
had been done in their absence with regard to the 
King’s trial ; And some of them were willing to ac- 
quire a share of power on such terms : The greater 
partdisdained'to lend their authority to suchappajent 
usurpations. They issued some writs for new elec-* 
tions, in places Where they hoped to Imve interest 
enough to bring in their own friends and dependents. 
They named a council of state, thirty-eight in 
number, to whom all addresses were piade, who 
gave orders to all generals and admirals, who exe- 
cuted the laws, and who digested all business before 
it was introduced into parliament.' They pretended 
to employ themselves entirely in adjusting the laws, 
forms, and plan of a new representative; and as 
soon as they should have settled the nation, they 

® Ti.^’ir names were, tlio Earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembroke, Salis- 
hmy, l ords Grey and Fairfax, Lisle, Holies, St. John, Wild6, Bradshaw, 
Gromweil, Skippon, Pickering, Massam, Haselrig, Ilarringlon, Vane jun. 
;Danver.s, Armine, Mildmay, Constable, Pennington, Wilson, Whitlocke, 
^Martin, Tiudlo' , Stapleton, Hevingbam, Wallop, Hutchinson, Bond, 
Pophtrn, Valerrine, Walton, Scot, Purefoy, Jones. , ^ 

' . professed . 
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professed their intention of restoring the power to 
the people, from whom they acknowledged they had 
entirejy derived it. 

The commonwealth found every thing in England 
composed into a seeming tranquillity by the terror 
of their arras. Foreign powers, occupied in wars 
among themselves, had no leisure or inclination to 
interpose in the domestic dissensions of this island. 
The young King, poor and*neglectcd, living some- 
times in Holland, sometimes in France, somtetimes 
in Jersey, comforted himself amidst his present dis- 
tresses ‘with the hopes of better fortune. «The si- 
tuation alone of Scotland and Ireland^ave any im- 
mediate inquietude to the new republic. 

After the successive defeats of ’ Montfoge and 
Hamilton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole 
authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle 
and the rigid churchmen, that party which was 
most averse to the interests of the royal family. 
Their enmity, however, against the independents, 
■who had prevented th*e settlement tafpresbyterian 
diseipline^n England, carried them to embrace op- 
p(«ite maMins in their political Conduct. Though 
in’^ifed by the English parliament to jnodel their 
gd^drnment into a republican form, they resolvfed 
»fell to adhere to’ mon-archy, which had ever pre- 
vailed in their country, and which, by the express 
terms of their covenant, they had engaged to defend. 
They considered besides, that as tjie pro’perjy’of the 
kingdom lay mostly in the hands of great families, it 
would be difficult to establish a commonwealth, or 
without some chief magistrate, invested with royal 
authority, to preserve peace or justice in the com- 
munity. The execution, therefore,* of tile King, 
against which they had always protested, having oc- 
casioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately 
proclaimed his son and successor, Charles II. ; but 
upon condition “ of his good behaviour and strict 
“ observance of the covenant, and his entertaining 
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“no Other persons about him but such as were 
“ godly men and faithful to that obligation.” These 
unusual clauses, inserted in the very first acknow- 
ledgement of their Prince, sufficiently showed their 
intention of limiting extremely his authority. And 
the English commonwealth, having no pretence to 
interpose in the affairs of that kingdom, allowed the 
Scots for the present to take their own measures in 
settling their governmeht. 

The dominion which England claimed over Ire- 
land, demanded more immediately their efforts for 
subduing thaj country. In order to convey a just 
notion of Irisl^ affairs, it will be necessary to look 
backwards some years, and to relate briefly those 
transactions which had passed during the memorable 
revolutions in England. When the late King agreed 
to that cessation of arms with the popish rebels, j 
which was become so requisite, as well for the 
security of the Irish protestants as for promotiflig 
his interests in England, the ])arliamcnt, in orden 
to blacken iiisc conduct, rejSroached him with^i^f 
vouring that odious rebellion, and exclain^ed loudly 
against the terms -of the cessation. Thej^even, went 
so far as tq declare it entirely null and invalid, be- 
cause finished without their cousejit; and to this.<de- 
claration the Scots in Ulster, and the Earl of luch^* 
quin, a nobleman of great authority in Munster, 
professed to adhere. By their means the war was 
still kept a'live; but as the dangerous distractions 
in England hindered the parliament from sending 
any considerable assistance to their allies in Ireland, 
the Marquis of Ormond, lord-lieutenant, being a na- 
tive of Ireland, and a person endowed with great pru- 
dene: arid virtue, formed a scheme for composing the 
dioorders of his country, and for engaging the rebels, 
Irish to support the cause of his royal master. There 
were many circumstances which strongly invited 

' f64:i. , . 

the 
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the natives of Ireland to embrace the King’s party, chap. 
The maxims of that Prince had always led him to 
give areasonable indulgence to the catholics through- 
out all his dominions ; and one principal ground of 
that enmity, which the puritans J)rofessed against 
him, was this tacit toleration. The parliament, on 
the contrary, even when unprovoked, had ever 
menaced the papists with the most rigid restraint, 
if not a total extirpation; add immediately after the 
commencement of the Irish rebellion, they put to 
sale all the estates of the rebels, and ’had engaged 
the public faith for transferring them Jto the? adven- 
turers, who had already advanced moi^y upon that 
security. The success, therefore, which the arms of 
the parliament met with at Naseby, "struck a just 
terror into the Irish ; and engaged the council of 
Kilkenny, composed of deputies from all the catholic 
counties and cities, to conclude a peace with the 
Marquis of Ormond.* They professed to return to 
their duty and allegiance, engaged to furnish ten 
thousand men for the support of the* King’s autho- 
were content with stipulating, 
r for their rebellion and tolera- 
tion of their religion. 

Ormond, not doubting but a peace, so advanta- 
geous and even necessary to the Irish, would be 
strictly observed, advanced with a small body ol 
troops to Kilkenny, in order to concert measures for 
common defence with his new allies. The pope 
had sent over to Ireland a nuncio, Rinuccini, an 
Italian; and this man, whose commission empowered 
him to direct the spiritual concerns of the Irish, 
was emboldened, by their ignorance and bigotry, to 
assume the chief authority in the civd government. 
Foreseeing tlrat a general submission to the lord- 
lieutenant would put an end to his own influence, he 

B ni46. 
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( H A F. conspired with Owen O’Neal, who commanded the 
native Irish, in Ulster, and who bore a great jealousy 
1649. to Preston, the general chiefly trusted by the council 
of Kilkenny. By concert, these two malecontents 
.secretly drew forces together, and were ready to 
fall on Ormond, who remained in security, trusting to 
the pacification so lately concluded with the rebels. 
He received intelligence of their treachery, made his 
retreat with celerity and' conduct, and sheltered his 
small army in Dublin and the other fortified towns, 
which stilt remained in the hands of the protestants. 

The Kuncio, full of arrogance, levity, and ambi- 
tion, was not^ontented with this violation of treaty. 
He summoned an assembly of the clergy at Water- 
ford, arid engaged them to declare against that 
pacification, which the civil covmcil had concluded 
with their sovereign. He even thundered out a 
sentence of excommunication against all who should 
adhere to a peace, so prejudicial, as he pretended,! 
to the catholic religion ; and the deluded Irish, tejt 
rifled with his spiritual menaces, ranged themselvel^ 
every where on his side, and submitted tahis autho- 
rity. Without; sdruple, he carried on war against 
the lord-lieutenant, and threatened with a siege the 
protestant garrisons, which were,' all of them, vetf 
ill provided for defence. ‘ . . 

Meanavhii.e, the unfortunate King was necessi- 
tated to take shelter in the Scottish army ; anidibeing 
there ’reduced to. close confinement, and secluded 
from all commerce with his friends, despaired that 
his authority, or even his liberty, would ever be 
restored to him. He sent orders to Ormond, if he 
could not defend himself, rather to submit to the 
English than ‘to the Irish rebels; und aecerdingly 
the lord-lieutenant, being reduced to ^tremities, 
delivered up Dublin, Tredah, Dundalk,; And other 
garrisons, to Colonel Michael Jones^' who took 
possession of them in the name of the English- 

parliament. 
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parliament. Ormond himself went over to England^ 
was admitted into the King’s presence, received a 
grate^il acknowledgement for his past services, and 
during some time lived in tranquillity near Loudon. 
But being banished, with the other royalists, to a 
distance from that city, and seeing every event turn 
out unfortunately for his royal master, and threaten 
him with a catastrophe still more direful, he thought 
proper to retire into Frante, where he joined the 
Qufeen and the Prince of Wales. 

In Ireland, during these transactions', the authority 
of the imncio prevailed without controj among all the 
catholics ; and that prelate, by his indiscretion and 
insolence, soon made them repent of the power with 
which they had intrusted him. Prudent nten like- 
wise were sensible of the total destitiction which was 
hanging over the nation from the Englisii parlia- 
ment, and saw no resource or safety but in giving 
support to the declining authority of the King. The 
Earl of Clanricarde, a nobleman of an ancient family, 
a person too of merit, who had even preserved his 
lo^^ilty, \^s sensible of the ruin w^hich threatened 
hkl^Ountiymen, and was resolvdd, if possible, to 
pi||i§ent il. He secretly formed a combination among 
twibatholics ; he entered into a correspondence with 
laphiquin, who preserved great authority over the 
pt'otestants in Munster; he jittacked the nuncio. 


whom he chased out of the island ; and he sent to 
Paris a deputation, inviting the Jord-lieutenant to 
return, and take possession of his government. 

Ormond, on his arrival in Ireland, found the 
kingdom divided into many factions, among which 
either open war or secret enmity prevailed. The 
authority of the English parliament was established in 
Dublin, and the other towns, which he himself had 
delivered into the^ hands. O’Neal maintained his 
credit in Ulster ;^ 4 ;p^d having entered into a secret 
correspondence iMHi the parliamentary generals, was 

M 2 more 
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CHAP, more intent on schemes for his own personal 
safety, than anxious for the preservation of his 
Country or religion. The other Irish, divided be- 
tween their clergy, who were averse to Ormond, and 
their nobility, who were attached to him, were very 
uncertain in their motions and feeble in their mea- 
sures. The Scots in the north, enraged, as well as 
their other countrymen, against the usurpations of 
the sectarian army, professed their adherence to the 
King ; ‘but were still hindered, by many prejudices, 
from entering into a cordial union with his lieu- 
tenant. '* All these distracted councils and contrarv 

j «/ 

humours checked the progress of Ormond, and en- 
abled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain 
their grbund against him. The republican faction, 
meanwhile, in Bngland, employed ’in subduing the 
revolted royalists, in reducing the parliament to 
subjection, in the trial, condemnation and execution 
of their sovereign, totally neglected the suj)plying of 
Ireland, and allowed Jones, and the forces in Dublin, 
to remain in tlie utmost weakness and necessity. 
The lord-lieutenant, though surroundet^with diffi- 
culties, neglected ’not the favourable opportunity of 
promoting the royal cause. Having at last assfll)|-^ 
bled an army of 16,000 men, he advanced dplli 
the parliamentary garrisons. Dundalk, where Monk 
commanded, was delivered up by the troops, vvfto 
mutinied against their governor. Tredah, Newry, 
and other forts, ware taken. Dublin was threatened 
with a siege; and the affairs of the lieutenant 
appeared in so prosperous a condition, tliat the 
young King entertained thoughts of coining in 
person into Ireland. 

Mu EX the ^Inglish commonwealth was brought 
to some tolerable settlement, men began tof bast their 
eyes towards the neighbouring island. Daring the 
contest of the two parties, the government of Ireland 
had remained a great object of||fetrigu« ; and the 

‘ presbyterianis 
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presbyterians endeavoured to obtain the lieutenancy chap. 
for Waller, the independents for Lambert. After the 
execution of the King, Cromwell himself began to 
aspire to a command, where so much glory, he saw, 
might be won, and so much authority acquired In March ts. 
his absence, he took care to have his name proposed 
to the council of state ; and both friends and enemies 
concurred immediately to vote him into that impor- 
tant office : The former suspected that the matter 
had not been proposed merely by chance, without 
his own concurrence ; the latter desired H;o remove 
him to a distance, and hoped, during Jiis absence, to 
gain the ascendant over Fairfax, wh^i he had so 
long blinded by his hypocritical* professions. Crom- 
well, himself, when informed of his elSctionj feigned 
surprise, and pretended, at first, to hesitate, with 
regard to the acceptance of the command. And 
Lambert, either deceived by his dissimulation, or in 
his turn, feigning to be deceived, still continued, 
notwithstanding this disappointment, his friendship 
and connections with Cromwell. • • 

T^e. new lieutenant immediately applied himself 
withithis vmited vigilance to make preparations for 
his®||i:pedition. Many disorders in pngland it 
bel^^ed him previously to compose. All places were 
full danger aud'inquietude. Though men, asto- 
nished with the successes of the army, remained in 
seemingtranquillity, symjptomsof the greatest discon- 
tent every where appeared. The,Engli^i, lofig ac- 
customed to a mild administration, and unacquainted 
with dissimulation, could not conform their speech 
and countenance to the present necessity, or pretend 
attachment to a form of government, which they 
generally regarded, with such violent abhorr'ence. It 
was requisite tp^^^mge the magistracy of London, 
and to.degrade, 'm well as punish, the mayor and 
some of the ald^pmeii, before the proclamation for 
the abolition of aji^^rchy could be published in the 
city. An engagement being framed to support the 
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commonwealth without King or house of peers, the 
army ■w'as, M ith some difficulty, brought to subscribe 
it ; but though it was imposed upon the rest pf the 
nation, under severe penalties, no less than putting 
all who refused out of the protection of law ; such 
obstinate reluctance was observed in the people, that 
even the imperious parliament was obliged to desist 
from it. The' spirit of fanaticism, by which that 
assembly had at first bdfen strongly supported, was 
now tinned, in a great measure, against them. The 
pulpits bfcing* chiefly filled with presbyterians, or 
disgui.sc!tl royalists, and having long been the scene of 
news and jiol^ics, could by no penalties be restrained 
from declarations unfavourable to tKe established 
government. Nunibcrless were the extravagancies 
which broke oift among the people. Everard, a 
disbanded soldier, liaving preached that the time 
was now come when the community of goods would 
be renewed among Christians, led out his followers 
to take possession of tlic land ; and being carried 
before the gemrral, he refused to salute him; because 
he was but his fellow-creature. '' What seemed 
more dangerous, the army itself was idfected with 
like humours.* Though the levellers had for agil^e 
been suppressed, by the audacious .spirit of CJfebi- 
well, they still continued to propagate their doctrines 
among the private men and inferior officers, who 
pretended a right to be consulted, as before, in the 
administration o^ the comrhonw'ealth. They now 
practised against their officers, the same lesson 
which they had been taught against the parlia- 
ment. They framed a remonstrancej and sent five 
agi'.itors to present it to the general and council of 
war : These wtflre cashiered with ignominy by sentence 
of court ’n,TvtiaI. One Lockier,-having carried his 
sedition farther, wa.s sentencedWo death; but this 
punishment was so fur from quelling the mutinous 
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spirit, that above a thousand of his companions showed chap. 
their adherence to him, by attending his funeral, and 
wearing in their hats black and sea-green ribbons, ^549 
by A^ay of favours. About four thousand assem- 
bled at Burford, under the command of Thomson, Levellers 
a man formerly condemned for sedition by a court- 
martial, but pardoned by the general. Colonel 
Reynolds, and afterwards Fairfax and Cromwell, fell May. 
upon them, while unprepared for defence, and 
seduced by the appearance of a ^treaty. Fqur hun- 
dred were taken prisoners : Some of.them capitally 
punished : The rest pardoned : And this tumul- 
tuous spirit, though it still lurked in the army, and 
broke out from time to time, seemed^or the present 
to be suppressed. •• . 

Petitions, framed in the same spirit of opposition, 
were presented to the parliament by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Lilburn, the person who, for dispersing seditious 
libels, had formerly been treated with such severity by 
the star-chamber. His liberty was, at this time, as 
ill-relished by the parliament, and, hq was thrown 
into prison, as a promoter of sedition and disorder 
in the ^mmonwealth. The women applied by 
petition for his release ; but were now desired to 
mind their housejiold affairs, and leave the govern- 
ment of the state-to the men. From all quarters, the 
parliament was harassed with petitions of a very 
free nature, which strongly spoke the sense of the 
nation, and proved how ardently all men longed for 
the restoration of their laws and ’liberties. Even in 
a feast, which the city gave to the parliament and 
council of state, it was deemed a requisite precau- 
tion, if we may credit Walker and Dugdale, to 
swear all the cooks, that they avouUI serve nothing 
but wholesome food to them. 

The parliament judged it necessary to enlarge the 
laws of high-treason beyond those narrow bounds, 
within which they had been confined during the 

monarchy. 
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CHAP, monarchy. They even comprehended verbal offen- 
ces, nay intentions, though they had never appeared 
in any overt-act against the state. To affirm the pre- 
sent government to be an usurpation, to assert that 
the parliament or»council of state were tyrannical or 
illegal, to endeavour subverting their authority, or 
stirring up sedition against them ; these olBfences \vere 
declared to be high-treason. The power of imprison- 
ment, of which the petkion of right had bereaved 
the King, it was now found necessary to restore to 
the council of. state ; and all the jails in England 
were filled with men whom the jealousies aiyi fears 
of the ruling jSarty had represented as dangerous.* 
The taxes, ccmtinued by the new government, and 
which, btting unusual, were esteemed heavy, increased 
the general ill-will under which it laboured. Besides 
the customs and excise, ninety thousand pounds 
a-month were levied on land for the subsistence of the 
army. The sequestrations and compositions of the 
royalists, the sale of the crown lands, and of the 
dean and chgptpr lands, though they yielded great 
sums, were not sufficient to support the vast ex- 
penses, and, as was suspected, the greaC^^epreda- 
tions of the parliament and of their creatures. * 

Amidst all these difficulties ^nd disturbances, 
the steady mind of Cromwell, without confusion or 
embarrassment, still pursued its purpose. While he 
was collecting an army of twelve thousand men 
in the west of England, he sent to Ireland, under 
Reynolds and Vehables, a icinforceraent of four 
thousand horse and foot, in order to strengthen 
Jones, and enable him to defend himself against 
the Marquis of Ormond, who lay at Finglass, and 
was making pr.eparations for the attack of Dublin. 
Inchiqmn, wb i had now made* a treaty with the 
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King’s lieutenant, having, with a separate body, 
taken Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to OfFar- 
rell, who served under O’Neal, and to young Goot, 
who dhmmanded some parliamentary forces. After 
he had joined his troops to the main army, with 
whom, for some time, he remained united, Ormond 
passed the river Liffy, and took post at Rathmines, 
two miles from Dublin, with a view of commencing 
the siege of that city. In order to cut off all farther 
supply from Jones, he had begun the reparation of 
an old fort which lay at the gates of. Dublin ; and 
being exhausted with continual fatigue fpr some 
days, he had retired to rest, after leaving orders 
to keep his forces under arms.’ He%as suddenly 
awaked with the noise of firing ;• -and, .starting 
from his bed, saw every thing ^ready in tumult 
and confusion. Jones, an excellent officer, formerly 
a lawyer, had sallied out with the reinforcement 
newly arrived ; and, attacking the party employed 
in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, pur- 
sued the advantage, und fell in with the army, 
which had neglected Ormond's orders. These he 
sewn threar into disorder; put them to flight, in 
spite of all the cflbrts of the lord-lieutenant ; chased 
them off the field; seized all their tents, baggage, 
a||munition; and returned victorious to Dublin, 
a|fer killing a thousand men, and taking above two 
thbusand prisoners.'" 

This loss, which threw some blemish on the mi- 
litary character of Ormond, was ’irreparable to the 
royal cause. That numerous army which, with so 
much pains and difficulty, the lord-lieutenant had 
been collecting for more than a year, was dispersed 
in a moment. Cromwell soon after ijrrived in Dub- 
lin, where he was welcomed with shouts and re- 
joicings. Ife hastened to Tredah. That town was 
well fortifie* Ormond had thrown into it a good 
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garden of three thousand men, under Sir Arthur 
Aston, an officer of reputation. He expected that 
Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, 
would first be attempted by Cromwell, and .lie was 
desirous to employ the enemy some time in that 
siege, while he himself should repair his broken 
forces. But Cromwell knew the importance of des- 
patch. Having made a breach, he ordered a general 
assault. Though twice.repulsed with loss, he re- 
newed the attack, and himself, along with Ireton, 
led on his.men. All opposition was overborne by 
the furious valour of the troops. The town was 
taken sword in hand ; and, orders being issued to 
give no quarftr, a cruel slaughter was made of the 
garrison. Even a few, who were saved by the sol- 
diers, satiated with blood, were ne^ct day miserably 
butcWed by orders from the general. One person 
alone of the garrison, escaped to be a messenger of 
this universal havock and destruction, 

Cromwell pretended to retaliate by this severe 
execution the cruelty of the Irish massacre : But he 
Well knew, that almost the whole garrison was Eng- 
lish ; and his justice was only a barbarou/^ policy, in 
order to terrify all other garrisons from resistance. 
His policy, however, had the desirpd effect. Having 
led the army without delay to Wexford, he be^|i 
to batter the town. The garrison, after a sli|7 
defence, offered to capitulate ; but, before tliS 
ol?tained a . cessation, they* imprudently neglectld 
their guards ; arid the English army rushed |in 
upon them. The same severity was exercised Xs 
at Tredah. ^ 

^Every town before which Cromwell prese| 
piself, now opened its gates without resist^ 
toss, though strongly garrisoned, was surrenc 
)y ijord Taffe. Having taken Estions^e, Cron 
w a bridge over the Barrow, and^ade h| 
m; r of Passage and Carrie. The Engli' 
n Tther difficulti es to encounter than wha| arose 

from 
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from fatigue and tiie advanced season. Fluxes .and 
contagious distempers crept in among the soldiers, 
who perished in great numbers. Jones himself, 
the brave governor of t)ublin, died at Wexford. 
And Cromwell had so far advanced with his de- 
cayed array, that he began to find it difficult, 
either to subsist in the enemies’ country, or retreat 
to his own garrisons. But while he was in these 
straits, Corke, Kinsale, and all the English garri- 
sons in Munster, deserted to him, and opening 
their gates, resolved to share the fortunes of their 
victorious countrymen. , » 

This desertion of the English put^n end to Or- 
mond’s authority, which was ‘ alrea^ much dimi- 
nished by the misfortunes at Dublftl, Tredah, and 
Wexford. The Irish, actuated by national and e- 
ligious prejudices, could no longer be kept in obe- 
dience by a protestant governor, who was so un- 
successful in all his enterprises. The clergy renewed 
their excommunications against him and his adhe- 
rents, and added the 'terrors of superstition to those 
/which a^ose from a victorious enemy. Cromwell, 

« aving received a reinforcement from England, 
gain took the field early in the spring. He made 
^himself master of Kilkenny and Clonmel, the only 
places where h<? met with any vigorous resistance. 
The whole frame of the Irish union being in a man- 
ner dissolved, Ormond soon after left the island, 
and delegated his au’thority tj ClanVicarde, who 
found affairs so desperate as to admit of no remedy. 
Thelrish were glad to embrace banishment as a re- 
fuge. Above 40,000 men passed into foreign ser- 
vice; and Cromwell, well pleased to free the island 
from enemies, who never could be.corditdly recon- 
ciled to the English, gave them full liberty and 
leisure their embarkation. 

Wh|^|: Cromwell proceeded with such uninter- 
ruptediliuccess in Ireland, which in the space of 
r'** ' nine 
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CHAP, nine months he had almost entirely subdued, fortune 
was preparing for him new scene of victory and 
triumph in Scotland. Charles was at the Hague 
when Sir Joseph Douglas brought him intelligence 
that he was proclaimed King by the Scottish parlia- 
ment. At the same time, Douglas informed him 
of the hard conditions annexed to the proclamation, 
and extremely damped that joy which might arise 
from his being recognized sovereign in one of his 
kingdoms. Charles too considered, that those who 
pretended -to acknowledge his title were at that 
very time in ac,tual rebellion against his family, and 
would be sure to intrust very little authority in his 
hands, and scarcely Would afford him personal liberty 
and security. ‘As the prospect of affairs in Ire- 
land was at that time not unpromising, he intended 
rather to try his fortune in that kingdom, from 
which he expected more dutiful submission and 
obedience. 

Meanwhile, he found it expedient to depart 
from Holland^ The people in the United Provinces 
were much attached to his interests. Besides his * 
connexion with the family of Orange, Which wa^ 
extremely beloved by the populace, all mcnreg&rded^ 
with compassion his helpless condition, and expressed 
the greatest abhorrence against the murder of his 
father: a deed to which nothing, they thought, but 
the rage of fanaticism and faction could have im- 
pelled rfie parliament. But* though the public in 
general bore great 'favour to the King, the States 
were omeasy at his presence. They dreaded the ‘ 
parliament, so formidable by their power, and so 
prosjicrous in all their enterprises. They apprehend- 
ed the most /irpcipitate resolutions from men of 
such violen. aud haughty dispositions. And, after 
the murder of Dorislaus, they found it still more 
necessary to satisfy the English commonwealth, by 
removing the King to a distance from them, ; 

Dorislaus, 
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Dokislaus, though a native of Holland, had 
lived long in England; and being employed as 
assist^t to the high court of justice which con- 
demned the late King, he had risen to great credit 
and favour with the ruling party.* They sent him 
envoy to Holland ; but no sooner had he arrived at 
the Hague, than he was set upon by some royalists, 
chiefly retainers to Montrose. They rushed into the 
room, where he was sittirtg witli some company ; 
dragged him from the table ; put him to death as 
the first victim to their murdered scrvereign; very 
leisurely and peaceably separated the^nselves ; and, 
though orders were issued by the magistrates to 
arrest them, these were executed with such slow- 
ness and reluctance, that the criminals hfid all of 
them the opportunity of making their escape. 

CiiAiiLEs, having passed some time at Paris, 
where no assistance was given him, and even few 
civilities were paid him, made his retreat into Jersey, 
where his authority was still acknowledged. Here 
Winram, laird of Liberton, came t» him as deputy 
from the^ommittee of estates in Scotland, and in- 
formed hiih of the conditions to Which he must ne- 
cessarily submit before he could be admitted to the 
exercise of his authority. Conditions more severe 
were never imposed by subjects upon their sove- 
reign ; but hs the affairs of Ireland began to decline, 
and the King found it no longer safe to venture 
himself in that island,* he gave ,a civil answer to 
Winram, and desired commissioners to meet him at 
Breda, in order to enter into a treaty with regard to 
these conditions. 

The Earls of Cassilis and Lothian, Lord Burley, 
the laird of Liberton, and other coramissi'oners, ar- 
rived at Breda ; but without any power of treating : 
The King must submit, without reserve, to the terms 
imposed upon him. The terms were, that he 
should issue a proclamation banishing from court 
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CH AP, all excommunicated persons, that is, all those who, 
either under Hamilton or Montrose, had ventured 
their lives for his family ; that no English subject, 
who had served against the parliament, should be 
allowed to approdch him ; that he should bind him- 
self by his royal promise to take the covenant ; that 
he should ratify all acts of parliament, by which 
presbyterian government, the directory of worship, 
the confession of faith,* and the catechism, were 
established ; and that in civil affairs he should en- 
tirely confbrm* himself to the direction of parliament, 
and in ecclesiastical to that of the assembly.* These 
proposals, tl^^ commissioners, after passing some 
time in sermons and prayers, in order to express the 
more determined resolution, very solemnly delivered 
to the King. 

The King’s friends were divided with regard to 
the part which he should act in this critical conjunc- 
ture. Most of his English counsellors dissuaded 
him from accepting conditions so disadvantageous, 
and dishonourable. They said, that the men who 
now governed Scotland were the most furious and 
bigotted of that jlarty, which, notwithstanding hit 
gentle government, had first excited a rebellic^ 
against the late King ; after the most unlimited 
cessions, had renewed their rebellion, and stopp^ 
the progress of his victories in England ; and a^r 
he had intrusted his person to them in his utterrn|iltt 
distress, had basely sold him, together with tMHir 
own. honour, to his barbarous enemies : That llfey 
had as yet shown no marks of repentance, and j^en 
in the terms which they now proposed, disp^yed 
the same antiinonarchical principles, and theiiiame 
jealousy of , heir sovereign, by which they ht^ ever 
been actuated ; That nothing could be mo^ dis- 
honourable than that the King, in his first entdtprbe, 
should sacrifice, mAjrely for the empty nameiof roy- 
|j^y, those principles for which his father«had died a 

. * martyr. 
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martyr, and in which he himself had been strictly chap. 
educated : That by this hypocrisy he might lose the 
royali|ts, who alone were sincerely attached to him ; 
but never would gain the presbyterians, who were 
averse to his family and his cause, dnd would ascribe 
his compliance merely to policy and necessity: That 
the Scots had refused to give him any assurances of 
their intending to restore him to the throne of Eng- 
land ; and could they even fte brought to make such 
an attempt, it had sufficiently appeared, by the 
event of Hamilton’s engagement, how* unequal their 
force was to so great an enterprise : TUiat oif the first 
check which they should receive, Ajgyle and his 
partisans would lay hold of the quickest expedient 
tor reconciling themselves to the English pafliament, 
and would betray the King, as they had done his 
father, into the hands of his enemies : And that, 
however desperate the royal cause, it must still be 
regarded as highly imprudent in the King to make 
a* sacrifice of his honour; where the sole purchase 
was to endanger his life or liberty. • • 
t- The E&rl of Laneric, now Duke of Hamilton, 
fie Earl oT Lauderdale, and others of that party, 
li^ho had been banished their country for the late 
engagement, were then with the King; and beipg 
desirous of returning home in his retinue, they 
joined the opinion of the young Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and earnestly pressed him to submit to the 
conditions required of him. It was urged that 
nothing would more gratify the King’s enemies than 
to see him fall into the snare laid for him, and by 
so scrupulous a nicety leave the possession of his 
dominions to those who desired but a pretence for 
exclu^mg him : That Argyle, not daring so far to 
oppcKtiifUhe bent of the nation as to throw off all 
alleg^ne to his sovereign, had embraced this ex- 
pedi^ift^l^ which he hoped to make Charles de- 
thro'rie ;«Hiself, and refuse a kingdom which was 
offered him : That it was not to be doubted but the 

same 
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same national spirit, assisted bjr Hamilton and iiis 
party, would rise still higher in favour of their 
Prince after he had intrusted himself to their fidelity, 
and would much abate the rigour of the conditions 
now imposed updn him: That whatever might be 
the present intentions of the ruling party, they must 
unavoidably be engaged in a war with England, and 
must accept the assistance of the King’s friends of 
all parties, in order to stipport themselves against a 
power so much superior: That how much soever a 
steady, uniform conduct might have been suitable 
to the advanced age and strict engagements • of the 
late King, one would throw any blame on a 
young Prince for complying with conditions which 
necessity had ' extorted from him : That even the 
rigour of those principles professed by his father, 
though with some it had exalted his character, had 
been extremely prejudicial to his interests ; nor 
could any thing be more serviceable to the royal 
cause, than to give all parties room to hope for 
more equal and more indxilgent maxims of govern- 
ment: And that, where aflairs were redugyed to sqs 
desperate a situatibn, dangers ought littFe to be r^ 
garded ; and the King’s honour lay rather in sho\# 
ing some early symptoms of courage and activitgt* 
than in choosing strictly a party ahiong theologiodd 
controversies, with which, it might be supposed. Me 
was as yet very little acquainted. 

These arguments, seconded by the advice of-j^e 
Queen-mother, and of the Prince of Orange, Ae 
icing’s brother-in-law, who both of them though it 
ridiculous to refuse a kingdom merely from regard 
to episcopacy, had great influence on Chafes. 
But what, chiefly determined him to complyjlwas 
the account brought him of the fate of ;^on- 
trose, who, with all the circumstances o^|qrage 

f and contumely, had been put to death hfch»iieal- 
s countrymen. Though in this inmi^e the 
ng saw, more evidently, the furious spifit by 

which 
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which the Scots were actuated, ho. had uow no far- chap. 
•ther resource, and was obliged to grant whatever 
was demanded of him. . ~ 65 o 

Montrose, having laid down his arms at the 
command of the late King, had retired into France, 
and, contrary to his natural disposition, had lived 
for some time inactive at Paris. He there became 
acquainted with the famous Cardinal de Retz; and 
that penetrating judge celebrates him in his me- 
moirs as one of those heroes, of whom there.are no 
longer any remains in the world, and who are only 
to be met with in Plutarch. Desiroq^ of improving 
his martial genius, he took a journej^to Germany, 
was caressed by the Emperor*, recced the rank 
of mareschal, and proposed to levy* a regiment for 
the imperial service. While employed for that pur- 
pose in the Low Countries, he heard of the tragical 
death of the King; and at the same time received 
from his young master a renewal of his commission 
of cap tain- general in Scotland." His ardent and 
(j^ing spirit needed bvit this authouitji to put him 
^actio% He gathered followers in Holland and 
t« north ^)f Germany, whom his great reputation 
aj^red to him. The King of Denmarl^ and Duke 
of Holstein sent him some small supply of money ; 
the Queen of Sweden furnished him with arms ; 
the Prince of Orange with ships ; and Montrose, 
hastening his enterprise, lest the King's agreement 
with the Scots should* make hijn revhke his com- 
mission, set out for the Orkneys with about 500 
men, most of them Germans. These were all the 
preparations which he could make against a king- 
dom>. settled in domestic peace, supported by a 
disciplined^iirmy, fully apprized of* his ehterprise, 
and preparf^d against him. Some of his retainers 
having tAl A Aifn of a prophecy, that to him and hiin 
alone (served to restore the King’s authority 
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in all his dominions; he lent a willing ear to sugges- 
tions which, however ill-grounded or improbable, 
were so conformable to his own daring character. 

He armed several of the inhabitants of the Ork- 
neys, though ad unwarlike people, and carried 
them over with him to Caithness ; hoping that 
the general affection to the King’s service, and the 
fame of his former exploits, would make the High- 
landers flock to his stJTndard. But ajl men were 
now harassed and fatigued with wars and disorders: 
Many of thost; who formerly adhered to him, had 
been severely punished by the covenanters : >And no 
prospect of ^‘^■ccess was entertained in opposition to 
so great a force as was drawn together against him. 
But hotv ever 'weak Montrose’s army, the memory 
of past events struck a great terror into the com- 
mittee of estates. They immediately ordered Lesley 
and Holborne to march against hirii with an ainny , 
of 4000 men. Strahan was sent before, with a body 
of cavalry to check his progress. He fell unea::- 
pectedly on‘*Montrose, who had no horse to 
him intelligence. The royalists were pu^pto flij 
all of them eithef killed or taken pri^ners; 
Montrose himself, having put on the disguise "Oil a 
peasant, was perfidiously delivered into the hand|» of 
his enemies, by a friend to whom* he had intrusited 
his person. 

Ael the insolence, which success can produce in 
ungenerous* mindf^ was exercised by the covenanters 
against Montrose, whom they so much hated an^’ 
so much dreaded. Theological antipathy farth^ 
increased their indignities towards a vperson, whojfn 
they regarded as impious, on acc^lit of the 
communicr tion which had been priinouheed ag^sf 
him. LcL'ley led him about foji several da|^ in 
the same low habit under whic^he.|M|d disj^jiised 
himself. The vulgar, whereveY he||pi 5 sed',«twere 
instigated to rc'proach and vjHfy him.. W^en he 
c, . Edinburgh, every circumstance of elaborate 
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rage and insult was put in practice by order of the chap. 
parliament. At the gate of the city he was met by 
the m|igistrates, and put into a new cart, purposely ' 
made with a high chair or bench, where he was 
placed, that the people might hctve a full view of 
him. He was bound with a eord, drawn over his 
breast and shoulders, and fastened through holes 
made in the cart. The hangman then took off the 
hat of the noble prisoner, artd rode himself before the 
cart in his livery, and with his bonnet on ; the other 
officers, who were taken prisoners with the Marquis, 
walking two and two before them. , • 

The populace, more generous and ^mane, when 
they saw so mighty a change of fortune in this great 
man, so lately their dread and terrbr, into whose 
hands the magistrates, a few years»before, had deli- 
vered on their knees the keys of the city, were 
struck with compassion, and viewed him with silent 
tears and admiration. The preachers, next Sunday, 
exclaimed against this movement of rebel nature, as 
they termed it ; and reproached the people with 
i^eir pro%ne tenderness towards the capital enemy 
|jf piety an?l religion. • 

' Wn EN he was carried before the parliament, 
which was then sitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a 
violent declamatidn, reproached him with the breach 
of the national covenant, which he had subscribed ; 
his rebellion against God, the King, and the king- 
dom ; and the many horrible njurderS, treasons, 
and impieties, for which he was now to be brought 
to condign punishment. Montrose, in his answer, 
maintained the same superiority above his enemies, 
to which, by his fame and great actions, as well as 
by the consciousness of a good causes he Was justly 
entitled. He told the parliament, that since the 
King, as he#sas informed, had so for avowed their 
authority, a^Menter into a treaty with them, he now 
appeared uniwivered' before their tribunal; a respect 

X which. 



180 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

CHAP, which, while they stood in open defiance tb their 
sovereign, they would in vain have required of him. 

■~~~ That he acknowledged, with infinite shame pnd re- 
morse, the errors of his early conduct, when their 
plausible pretences had seduced him to tread with 
them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms against 
his Prince and country. That his following services, 
he hoped, had sufficiently testified his repentance ; 
and his death would now atone for that guilt, the 
only one with which he could justly reproach him- 
self. That in all his warlike enterprises he was 
warranted by' that commission, which he had re- 
ceived from lf}s and. their master, against whose law- 
ful authority had erected their standard. That 
to venture his life for his sovei’cign was the least 
part of his merit : He had even thrown down his 
arms in obedience to the sacred commands of the 
King ; and had resigned to them the victory, whieff,' 
in defiance of all their efforts, he was still enabflfi 
to dispute with them. That.no blood had ever b|^ 
shed by hirfi btit in the field of battle ; and mHp^ 
persons were now in his eye, many now darejft-^TO, 
pronounce sentence of death upon him, whose^lift 
forfeited by the laws of war, he had formerly t^dd 
from the fury of the soldiers. That he was s^ry 
to find no better testimony of their return to Alle- 
giance than the murder of so faithful a subject, in 
whos? death the King’s commission must be, at 
once, so highly injured and affronted. That as to 
himself, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and 
degrade him by all their studied indignities : The 
justice of his cause, he knew, would ennoble any 
^CQftune ; nor had he other affliction than 0 see the 
^^ffikorify of hSs Prince, with which he wa!|%Vested, 
I^Tated with so much ignominy. And tmS^ fie no^JV 
joyfully followed, by a like unjust se|il&ce, his 
late sovereign; and should be in Ms 

~ |ure destiny, he could follow hMiR the san^ 

" blisiS^l 
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blissful mausions, where his piety and humane vir- 
tues had already, without doubt, secured him an 
eternal recompense. 

Mo'k rBosE’s sentence was next pronounced against 
him, “ That he, James Graham, • (for this was the 
“ only name they vouchsafed to give him,) should 
“ next day be carried to Edinburgh cross, and 
“ there be hanged on a gibbet, thirty feet high, 
“ for the space of three Jiours : Then be taken 
“ down, his head be cut off upon a scaffold, and 
“ affixed to the prison : His legs and arms be stuck 
“ up on the four chief towns of the ^ingdom: His 
“ body be buried in the place appropmted for cona- 
“ mon malefactors ; except the church, upon his 
“ repentance, should take off his •excommunica- 

“ tiou,” . • . ■ j- 

The clergy, hoping that the terrors ol immedi- 
ate death had now given them an advantage over 
their enemy, flocked about him, and insulted over 
his fallen fortunes. They pronounced his damna- 
and assured him; that the jinlgepient, which 
was so soon to suffer, would prove but an easy 
jjfologue t<> that which he must undergo hereafter. 
They next offered to pray with him : But he was 
too well acquainted with those forms of imprecation 
which they called prayers. “ Lord, vouchsafe yet 
“ to touch the obdurate heart of this proud incor- 
“ rigible sinner ; this wicked, perjured, traitorous, 
“ and profane person, *who refuses to ’hearken to 
“ the voice of thy church.” Such were the peti- 
tions, which he expected they would, according 
to custom, offer up for him. He told them, that 
they were a miserably deluded and deluding people; 
and would shortly bring their couiUry under the 
inost insuppgjiable servitude, to which any nation 
had ever hfjpi reduced. “ For my part, ^ded 
he, “ I ai;a*|»pch prouder to have my head affixed 
“ Jo the where it is i^cnteuced to stand, than 

“ to have luv picture hai'g in the K-ing s bed- 
' “ chamber. 
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CHAP. “ chamber. So far from being sorry that my 
LX. «« quarters are to be sent to four cities of the king- 
“ dom ; I wish I had limbs enow to be dispersed 
■ “ into all the cities of Christendom, there to re- 

“ main as testirtionies in favour of the cause for 
“ which I suffer.” This sentiment, that very even- 
ing, while in prison, he threw into verse. The poem 
remains ; a signal monument of his heroic spirit, and 
no despicable proof of his poetical genius. 
atstMay. Now was led forth, amidst the insults of his 
enemies and the tears of the people, this man of 
illustrious birth, and of the greatest renownr in the 
nation, to su^r, for his adhering to the laws of his 
country and the rights of his sovereign, the igno- 
minious death* destined to the meanest malefactor. 
Every attempt, which the insolence of the govern- 
ing party had made to subdue his spirit, had hitherto 
proved fruitless : They made yet one effort more, 
in this last and melancholy scene, when all enmity, 
arising from motives merely human, is commonly 
softened and disarmed. Tne executioner brought 
that book, which had been published /n elegapi# 
Latin, of his gretit military actions, arid tied it Iftf 
a cord abput his iieck. Montrose smiled at this 
new instance of their malice. He thanked therift, 
however, for their officious zeal ; ‘and said, that he 
bore this testimony of his bravery and loyalty wfth 
more pride than he had ever worn the gar^r. 

Executed Haviflg asked, A^hether they had any more ii^ig- 
nities to put upon him, and renewing some devofut 
ejaculations, he patiently endured the last act of 
executioner. 

. Thus perished, in the thirty-eighth year^^ his 
age, the gallant Marquis of Montrose ; tyl^* man 
whose military genius, both by valour a^ con- 
duct, had shone forth beyond any which|i during 
liicse civil disorders, had appeared in Ae three 
kingdoms. The finer arts too, he ha^<inuis youth 
**^\9cs3fully cultivated; and whatever walS sublime, 

elegant, 
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elegant, or noble, touched his great soul. Nor was 
he insensible to the pleasures either of society or of 
love. Something, however, of the vast and un- 
boundkd characterised his actions and deportment ; 
and it was merely by an heroic effort of duty, that 
he brought his mind, impatient of superiority, and 
even of equality, to pay such unlimited submission 
to the will of his sovereign. 

The vengeance of the cavenanters was not satis- 
fied with Montrose’s execution. Urrey.whosp incon- 
stancy now led him to take part with.the Jiing, suf- 
fered about the same time : Spotiswood of»Daersie, 
a youth of eighteen, Sir Francis II^ of Dalgetie, 
and Colonel Sibbald, all of them of iSirth and cha- 
racter, underwent a like fate. These were taken 
prisoners with Montrose. The Marquis of Huntley, 
about a year before, had also fallen a victim to the 
severity of the covenanters. 

The past scene displays in a full light the bar 
barity of this theological faction : The sequel will 
sufficiently display their absurdity. , , 

^UE ij^ing, in consequence of his agreement with 
t^ commissioners of Scotland, set sail for thatcoun- 
and being escorted by seven Dutch 'ships of 
W||^, who were Sipnt to guard the herring fishery, 
he arrived in the- frith of Cromarty. Before he was 
permitted to land, he was required to sign the co- 
venant ; and many sermons and lectures were made 
him, exhorting him to •persevere in that holy con- 
federacy.” Hamilton, Lauderdale*, Dumfermling, and 
other noblemen of that party whom tltpy called 
Engagers, were immediately separated from him, 
and obliged to retire to their houses, where they 
lived in a private manner without^ trust* or autho- 
rity. None of his English friends, who had served 
his father, \v^ allowed to remain in the kingdom. 

' Walker’s llisloricul Discourset;, p. 169. 
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CHAP. The King himself found that he was considered as 
a mere pageant of state, and that the few remains 
~ of royalty which he possessed, served only to draw 
on him the greater indignities. One of the *'quar- 
ters of Montrose, his faithful servant, who had 
borne his commission, had been sent to Aberdeen, 
and was still allowed to hang over the gates when 
he passed by that place. The general assembly, 
and afterwards the committee of estates and the 
army, who were entirely governed by the assembly, 
set forth a public declaration, in which they pro- 
tested, 4‘ that„they did not espouse any malignant 
“ quarrel or^arty, but fought merely on their 
“ former grounds or* principles ; that they disclaim- 
“ ed all*the sirfs and guilt of the King, and of his 
“ house; nor would they own him. or his interest, 
“ otherwise than with a subordination to God, and, 
" so far as he owned and prosecuted the cause of 
“ God, and acknowledged the sins of his house, an^ 
“ of his former ways.”'' j,. 

The Kingo lying entirely ‘at mercy, and haying* 
no assurance of life or liberty, farther J,han 
agreeable to the fancy of these austere zealots, j 
constrained, to embrace a measure, which notfaSg 
but the necessity of his affairs, and his great yoMn 
loth find inexperience, could excuse. • He issued a 

claration, such as they required of him.^ He there 
gave thanks for the merciful dispensations of Provi- 
dence, ' by vJ'hich he was recovered from the snare 
of evil counsel, haa attained a full persuasion of the 
righteouMiess of the covenant, and was induced to 
cast himself and his interests vy holly upon God.j He 
desired to be deeply humbled and afflicted in spirit, 
because 6f his*father's following wicked mec^|ii;es, 
opglbsiug the covenant and the work of reformMion, 
and shedding the blood of God’s people throughout 

<’ Sit Edvrartl V/alker’s Historicatl Oisoouii|4lH>. l/?0. 
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all his dominions. He lamented the idolatry of his 
mother, and the toleration of it in his father s house; 
a matter of great oifence, he said, to all the protest 
tant cliurches, and a great provocation to him who 
is a jealous God, visiting the sins of the father upon 
the children. He professed, that he would have no 
enemies but the enemies of the covenant ; and that 
he detested allj)opery, superstition, prelacy, heresy, 
schism, and profaneness : And was resolved not to 
tolerate, much less to countenance, any of them in 
any of his dominions. He declared, t-hatlie should 
never love or favour those who had, so little con- 
science as to follow his interests, in^reference to 
the gospel and the kingdom ofJesusTJhrist. And 
he* ’expressed his hope, that, whatever ill* success 
his former guilt nmight have drawn upon his cause, 
yebnow, having obtained mercy to be on God’s side, 
arid to acknowledge his own cause subordinate to 
thih of God, divine providence would crown his 
arms with victory. 

Still the covenanters and the clergy were diffi- 
dent of tl^p King’s sincerity. The facility which he 
discovered' in yielding whatever was required of 
him, made them suspect, that he regarded his 
concessions merely as ridiculous farces, to which he 
must of necessity* submit. They had another trial 
prepared for him. Instead of the solemnity of his 
coronation, which was delayed, they were resolved 
that he should pass through a public humiliation, 
and do penance before the whole people. They 
sent him twelve articles of repentance, which he was 
to acknowledge ; and the King had agreed, that he 
would submit to this indignity. Th§ various trans- 
gressions of his father and grandfather, ’together 
with the idolatry of his mother, are again enume- 
rated and aggravated in these articles ; and fhrther 
declarations were insisted on, that he sought the re- 
storation of his rights for the sole advancement of 

religion. 
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CHAP, religion, and in subordination to the. kingdom oi 

Christ.’. In short, having exalted the altar above 

the throne, and brought royalty under their feet, 
the clergy were resolved to trample on it, and vilify 
it, by every instance of contumely, which their pre- 
sent influence enabled them to impose upon their 
unhapjjy Prince. 

Charles in the mean time found his authority 
entirely annihilated, as well as his character degraded. 
He was consulted in no public measure. He was 
not called to assist at dny councils. His favour 
was sufiicienl, to discredit any pretender to office 
or advancem^.t. All efforts which he made to unite 
the opposije* parties, increased the suspicion which 
the covenanters had entertained of him, as if he 
were not entirely their own. Argyle, who by sub- 
tilties and compliances was partly led and partly 
governed by this wild faction, still turned a deaf ^ar 
to all advances which the King made to enter ii^o 
confidence with him. Mulig7unils and Engagers 
continued to be the objects*of general hatred and 
persecution'; and whoever was obnoxiops to the 
clergy, failed not to have one or other these epi- 
thets affixed to him. The fanaticism which pre- 
vailed, being so full of sour and, angry principles, 
and so overcharged with various antipathies, had 
acquired a new object of abhorrence : These were 
the Sorcerers. So prevalent was the opinion of 
witchcraft,* that ^reat nufiibers, accused of that 
crime, were burnt by sentence of the magistrates, 
throughout all parts of Scotland. In a village nedr 
Berwick, which contained only fourteen houses, 

f ourteen persops were punished by fire*; an(| it 
^ ecame ‘a science, every where much studied ^nd 
cultivated, to distinguish a true witch by pr<^er 
trials and symptoms.® 


’ Sir Edward v\"alker’s Historical discourses, p. \7i). 

‘ Whitlockc, p.A04. 408. " Ibid. p. 30(). 418. 



, THE COMMONWEALTH. *187 

The advance of the English army under Crom- chaR 
well was not able to appease or soften the animosities _ 
among' the parties in Scotland. The clergy were " 
still resolute to exclude all but their most zealous 
adherents. As soon as the English’parliament found 
that the treaty between the King and the Scots 
would probably terminate in an accommodation, 
they made jugparations for a war, which, they saw, 
would in th^m!ll pro^ inevitable. Cromwell, hav- 
ing broken the forc^ted^ourage of the Irkh, was 
sent for; and he left tire^a<^mand • of Ireland to 
Ireton;* who governed that kingdom ^n th& charac- 
ter of deputy, and with vigilance an^industry per- 
severed in the work of subduing and expelling the 
natives. “ • 

It was expected that Fairfax, who still retained 
the name of general, would continue to act against 
Scotland, and appear at the head of the forces ; a 
station for which he was well qualified, and where 
alone he made any figure. But Fairfax, though he 
Itajd allowed the array to make use»of»his name in 
rfi^rdering their sovereign, and offering violence to 
t^ parlidhient, had entertained insurmountable 
siiuples against invading the Scots, whpm he con- 
sidered as zealous presbyterians, and united to Eng- 
land by the saerdd bands of the covenant. He was 
farther disgusted at the extremities into which he 
had already been hurried ; and was confirmed in his 
repugnance by the exhortations qf his wife, Who had 
great influence over him, and was herself much 
governed by the presbyterian clergy. A committee 
of parliament was sent to reason with him ; and 
Cromwell was of the number. In vain did they 
flrge that the Scots had first broken the* covenant 
by their invasion of England under Hamilton; and 
that they would surely renew their hostile attempts, 
if not prevented by the vigorous measures of the 
commonwealthf^' Cromwell, who knew the rigid 
inflexibility of '*^'airfax ii* every thing which he 

regarded 
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CRAB, regarded as matter of principle, ventured to solicit 
him with the utmost earnestness; and went so 
t65o. shed tears of grief and vexation on the oc- 

casion. No one could suspect any ambition in the 
man who laboured so zealously to retain his general 
in that high office which, he knew, he himself was 
alone entitled to fill. The same warmth of temper 
which made Cromwell a frantic enthusiast, rendered 
him the most dangerous of hypocritfe^'j^and it was to 
this turn of mind, as mucKoR to his courage and 
capacity ,*'that he owed.- .il’ his wonderful successes. 
By the icontagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged 
every one to p^-operate with him in his measures ; 
and entering easily' and affectionately into every 
part which hetvas disposed to act, he was enabled, 
even after multiplied deceits, to. cover, under a 
tempest of passion, all his crooked schemes and pro- 
found artifices. 


Fairfax having resigned his commission, it was 
bestowed on Cromwell, who was declared captain- 
general of 8dl ihe forces in ‘England. This*^ com- 
mand, in a commonwealth, which stood entirely by 
arms, was of the utmost importance ; aflid was^Jb^ 
chief step jvhich this ambitious politician had|^^ 
made towards sovereign power. • He immediate^ 
marched his forces, and entered Scotland with a$ 
army of 16,000 men. 

The command of the Scottish army was givjj^ 
to Lesley, an experienced ‘officer, who formed,^ 
very proper plan of defence. He entrenched hii^ 
self in a fortified camp between Edinburgh 
Leith, and took care to remove from the count^ 
of Merse and the Lothians every thing which coi^ 
serve to the subsistence of the English army. CrcH|f’ 

: “* well advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavouj^l 
by every expedient to bring Lesley to a battle : 
prudent Scotchman knew that, though superiori^ 
numbers, his army was much, infi^ior ia disciplip^ 

• ^ugHsh •, and he carefully kept himself wi®B 
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ms entrerichments. By skirmishes and small' ren- chap. 
counters he tried to confirm the spirits of his soldiers ; 
and Ije was successful in these enterprises. His 
army daily increased both in numbers and courage. 

The King came to the camp ; and having exerted 
himself in an action, gained on the affections of the 
soldiery, who were more desirous of serving under a 
yoimg IVfinMygf spirit and vivacity, than under a 
committee oi taTkirm^own-men. The clergy were 
alarmed. They orderelfe^harles immediately to leave 
the camp. They also pu^jdit carefull"^ of about 
4000 Malignants and Engagers^hcmo. zeai had led 
them to attend the King, and who w^’e the soldiers 
of chief credit and experience in the nation.” They 
then concluded, that they had an army cbmposed 
entirely of saints, and could not Be beaten. They 
murmured extremely, not only against their prudent 
general, but also against the Lord, on account of 
hiS** delays in giving them deliverance ; and they 
pHl^y told him, thaf^ if he would not save them 
frilf the English sectaries, he should yio longer be 
tnOT God.’' An advantage having offered itself on 
a Sunday ,^they hindered the general from, making 
use'^of it, lest he should involve the nation- in the 
guilt of sabbath-breaking. 

Cromm-ell found himself in a very bad situation. 

He had no provisions but what he received by sea. 

He had not had the precaution to bring these in 
sufficient quantities ; and his army was reduced to 
difilculties. He retired to Dunbar. Lesley followed 
him, and he encamped on the heights of Lammermure, 
which overlook that town. There lay many difficult 

E asses between Dunbar and Berwick, and of these 
esley had taken possession. The ’English general 
was teduceft^O extremities. He had even embraced 
a resolutid^^f sending by sea all his foot and 

« Sir EJ*. Walk*, p. 165. " Id. p. 168. 

y Whitlocke, p. 449. 
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CHAP, artillery to England, and of breaking through, at 
all hazards, with his cavalry. The madness of the 

Scottish ecclesiastics saved him from this Iqss and 
1050 . , . , 

dishonour. 

Night and day the ministers had been wrestling 
with the Lord in prayer, as they termed it; and they 
fancied that they had at last obtained the victory. 
Revelations, they said, were madej£-*^^m,' that the 
sectarian and heretical "^army.-. together with Agag, 
meanirfg Cromwell, was d '-^Yered into their hands. 
Upon the faith of 'Js visions, they forced their 
general,* in sp.tejd'f his remonstrances, to descend 
into the plaiqr'with a view of attacking the English 
Bailie of their retreat. Cromwell, looking through a glass, 
Duntor. saw the* enemy’s camp in motion; and foretold, 
without the helj? of revelations, tliat the Lord had 
delivered them into his hands. He gave orders'tird- 
3(1 S(pt. mediately for an attack. In this battle it was d||ily 
observed that nothing, in military actions, ca#OT^i 
ply the place of discipline and experience ; an^|^, 
in the preseflice of real danger, where men ai ^jb t 
accustomed to it, the fumes of enthusiasm rpre^Swly 
dissipate, and lose their influence. The Scots, tftbugh 
double in number to the English, were soon put to 
flight, and pursued with great slaughter. The chief, 
if not only, resistance was made by one regiment of 
Highlanders, that part of the army which was the 
least infected with fanaticisip. No victory could be 
more complete than this which was obtained by 
Cromwell. About 3000 of the enemy were slain, 
and 9000 taken prisoners. Cromwell pursued his 
advantage, and took possession of Edinburgh and 
Leith. The remnant of the Scottish amici' fled, to 
.^-irling The sfpproach of the winter seas^ii, and an 
agiie, which seized Cromwell, kept Min push-i 

Hhe victory any farther. f 

~ii E clergy made great lamentatidfl^hil told tlje 
^j^ that to them it was little to sacrifi^ their liv^s 
Itates, but to him it was a great loss to sufthr 

■ his 
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his elect to be destroyed.® They published a de- 
claration, containing the cause of their late misfor- 
tunes'. ^These visitations they ascribed to the manifold 
provocations of the King’s house, of which they 
feared he had not yet thoroughly repented; the 
secret intrusion of malignants into the King’s family, 
and even into the camp ; the leaving of a most ma- 
“lipMNDi^iiHl^^im^ne guard of horse, who, being sent 
for to be purgecf^ca^j^ t'wo*days before the defeat, 
and were allowed to^^t^with the army; the own- 
ing of the King’s q uarrel P^S g^ny without'subordi- 
nation to religion and liberty^rNd the cartial self- 
seeking of some, together with the1h»|lect of fami- 
ly prayers by others. 

Cromavell, having been so succes’sful in'the war 
of the sword, took up the pen against the Scottish 
ecclesiastics. He wrote them some polemical letters, 
in which he maintained the chief points of the in- 
dependent theology. He took care likewise to retort 
bn them their favourite argument of providence; 
^nd asked them, Whether the Lord had not declared 
against them? But the ministers thought that the 
'^ame event?, which to their enemies were judgements, 
to them were trials ; and they replied, tliiiit.the Lord 
had only hid his face, for a time, from Jacob. But 
Cromwell insisted*, that the appeal had been made to 
God in the most express and solemn manner, and 
that, in the fields of Dunbar, an in*evocable decision 
had been awarded in favour of tfee English army.“ 


The 

* Sir Edward Walker. 

* Tliis is the besl^ of Cromwell’s wretched compositions that remains, 

and shall herejypxtract a passage out of it. say you have 

“ not so learned c|MSt as to hang the equity of your cause upon events. 
‘'We could wisiiHnat blindness had not been upon your eyes to all 
" those marvellous dispensations which God hath wrought lately in 
" England. But did not you solemnly appeal and pray ? Did not we 
“ do so too? And ought not we nod you to think, with fear and 
“ trembling, of ^he hand of the great God, in this mighty and strange 

" appearance 
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HISfOftY OF GREAT BRITAIN. ^ 

'The defeat of the Scots was regarded by thfe King 
as a fortunate event. The armies, which fought on 
both sides, were almost equally his enemies ; -and the 
vanquished were now obliged to give him some more 
authority, and apply to him for support. The par- 
liament was summoned to meet at St. Johnstone’s. 
Hamitton, Lauderdale, and all the Engagers, were 
admitted into court and camp, on condiljj>PTatf^9i»"o' 
public penance, and expressing,. rcfS^tican-ie for their 
late transgressions. Some-.»4Vdiignants also crept in 
under viti'ious pretenr«.ir^' The intended humiliation 
or penance of th|^Rmg was changed into the cere- 
mony of hi|.-'cbronation, which was performed at 
Scone with great pomp and solemnity. But amidst 
all this'appeaTance of respect, Charles remained in 
the hands of the'most rigid covenanters : And though 
treated with civility and courtesy by Argyle, a man 
of parts and address, he was little better than a pri- 
soner, and was still exposed to all the rudenesS'^and 
pedantry of the ecclesiastics. ■ 

This yo«ng Prince was in a situation which 
ill suited his temper and disposition. AllJ,hose;good 
qualities which he possessed, his atfabiKty, his wit, 
his gaiety, his gentleman-like, disengaged behaviour, 
were here so many vices; and his love of ease, liber- 
ty, and pleasure, was regarded as-the highest enor- 
mity. Though artful in the practice of courtly 


“ appearance of his, but ran slightly call it an event? Were not both 
“your and our expectations renewed from timg to time, while we. 
“ waited on God, to see which way he would manifest himself upon our 
‘■'appeals? 'And shall we, after all these our prayers, fastings, tears, 
“expectations, and solemn appeals, call these mere events 1'fThe Lord 
“ pity you.* Surely^ wc fear, because it has been a^iriSbrciful and agmeious 
“ delivcraiKc lu us. * 

1 beseech you in the bowels of Christ, searcl^^Pier the mind of the 
•rd in it towards you, rad we shall help you by bur prayers that you 
may find lil For yci, if we know our heart at all, our bowels do in 
Christ yaam after the godly in Scotland.*' 

Thurjoe, voL i. p: 158. 

dissimulation. 
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dissimulation, thesanctified style was utterly unknown 
to him, and he never could mould his deportment into 
that starched grimace which the covenanters required 
as an* infallible mark of conversion. The Duke of 
Buckingham was the only English oourtier allowed to 
attend him; and, by his ingenious talent for ridicule, 
he had rendered himself extremely agreeable to his 
While so many objects of derision sur- 
rounded difficult to be altogether insen- 

sible to the temptatH^i^and wholly to suppiress the 
laugh. Obliged to attei'ivf.i^.g^m mornijig U> night at 
prayers and sermons, they ijiSSN^yed evident symp- 
toms o/ weariness -or contempt.^TSl^? clergy never 
could esteem the King sufficiently regSherated : And 
by continual exhortations, remonstraaces, aijd repri- 
mands, they stjll endeavoured to, bring him to a 
jyster sense of his spiritual duty. 

.The King’s passion for the fair could not alto- 
gether be restrained. He had once been observed 
lisijttg some familiarities with a young woman ; and 

t jCewimittee of ministefs was appointed^ to reprove 
ina^ull):!' a behaviour so unbecoming* a •covenanted 
in^n q^ h.'* J’he spokesman of the committee, one 
began with a severe aspect, informed the 
King mat great scqndal had been given tcTthg godly, 
enlarged on the hcjnous nature of sin, and concluded 
with exhorting his Majesty, whenever he was dis- 
posed to amuse himself, to be more careful, for the 
future, in shutting the windows. This delicacy, so 
unusual to the place, and to the* character of the 
man, was remarked by the King, and he never for- 
got the obligation. 

The King, shocked at all the indignities, and, per- 
haps, still more tired with all the formalities, to which 
he was obligedtjlD siibmit, maide an attempt to regai^ 
his liberty, Genepl Middleton, at the head of soniT^f 
royalists, being fgphscribed by the covenanters, kept ’ 
in the mountains, expecting some oppdtiEunitf of 
serving his master. The King resolved to join this 
voE, VII. o body; 



194 ' HISTOlky OF GREAT BRITAIN. ^ 

CUAP. body. He secretly made his escape from Argyle, and 
fled towards the Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, 
with a troop of horse, war sent in pursuit of him. 
He overtook the King, and persuaded him to return. 
The royalists being too weak to support him, 
Charles was the more easily induced to comply. 
This iiidident procured him, afterwards, better treat- 
ment and more authority ; the coveng^tj^^^^^, 
afraid of driving him, 'by theitjsi^tyEris^ to some 
desperate resolution. Argylflfii^newed his courtship 
to the Kiisg, and the with equal dissimulation, 
pretended to , rep>sSS^ great confidence in Argyle. 
He even wentf^'o far as to drop hints of his in- 
tention to marry that nobleman’s daughter : But 
he had to do with a man too wise to be seduced by 
such gross artifioes. 

As soon as the season would permit, the Scottisjl]^ 
army was assembled under Hamilton and Lesley ^ 
and the King was allowed to join the camp. Th^ 
forces of the western counties, notwithstanding t^ 
imminent (ianger which threatened their countr* 
were resolute not to unite their cause •w^ith that ^ 
an army which admitted any engagers o}» mali^|mil^ 
among them ; and they kept in a body apar||!!5i1^r 
Ker. called themselves tlje Protester'i; and 

their frantic clergy declaimed equally against the 
King and against Cromwell. The other party were 
denominated Resolutioners ; and these distinctions 
continued ‘long ^after to ‘divide and agitate the 
kingdom. 

Charles encamped at the Torwood; and his 
generals resolved to conduct themselves by the same 
^autious maxims, which, so long as they were 
STibraced, had been successful dqring the former 
^paign. The towif of StirUn^my at his back, 
id the whole north supplied him with provisions. 
Jtrongc^renchments defended M^ont; and'Mt was 
iip^in tMt Cromwell madd eve^y attempt tf bring 
to an engagement. After losing muc^Uime, 

the 
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the English general sent Lambert over the frith into 
Fife, with an, intention of cutting off the provisions 
of the enemy. Lambert fell upon Holborne and 
Broxf a, who commanded a party of the Scots, and 
put them to rout with great slaughter. Cromwell 
also passed over, with his whole army ; and lying at 
the back of the King, made it impossible for him to 
Jii^iost any longer. 

; H A itx£^M§ii}j||ced to despair, embraced a resolu- 
tion worthy of aym^^rince contending for empire. 
Having the way open^M.^^csolved jmne^iately to 
march into England ; where '^fc^xpected tj^at all his 
friends, and all those who we^4ilcontented with 
the present government, would floc^b his standard. 
He persuaded the generals to enter into.the same 
views; and witl^oue consent, thearjny, to the number 
of 14,000 men, rose from their camp, and advanced 
by great journeys towards the south. 

CaoMWELL was surprised at this movement of the 
royal army. Wholly intent on offending his enemy, 
^ had exposed his friends to imminent danger, and 
' the King with numerous forces marching into 
jlanc^, » where his presence, from the general 
pfed which prevailed against the parliament, was 
Ipable of producing some great revoluttaST* But if 
this conduct was an oversight in Cromwell, he quickly 
repaired it by his vigilance and activity. He des- 
patched letters to the parliament, exhorting themiiot 
to be dismayed at the approach of the Scats': He 
sent orders every where for ai^cmbling forces to 
oppose the King : He ordered Lambert with a body 
of cavalry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, 
and infest their march : And he himself, leaving 
Monk with 705o men to complete the reduction of 
Scotland, foll^v^4 expedition 

possible. 

Charles lpV|l himself disappointed in his ex- 
pectation^ofincreafing his army. The Scots, terrified 
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at the prospect of so hazardous an enterprise fell 
off in great numbers. The English presbyterians, 
having no warning given them*of the King’s approach, 
were not prepared to join him. To the royalists, 
this measure was equally unexpected; and they 
were farther deterred from joining the Scottish army, 
by the orders which the committee of ministers had 
issued, not to admit any, even in this 
tremity, who would not subscribe^^l^ise^renhnt. The 
Earl of Derby leaving the Man, where he had 

hitherto rwaintained his|^l*Spendence, was employed 
in levying forqes ipisfeneshire and Lancashire; but 
was soon supprpcSed by a party of the parliamentary 
army. And the King,' when he arrived at Worcester, 
found that his forces, extremely harassed by a hasty 
and fatiguing masch, were not more numerous than 
when he rose from his camp in the Torwood. 

Such is the influence of established government, 
that the commonwealth, though founded in usurp- 
ation the most unjust and unpopular, had authoi’ity 
sufficient tc^ rjpse every where the militia of th^- 
counties ; arfd these, united with the regular forces^* 
bent all their efforts against the King.# *^With 
army q rabo ut 30,000 men, Cornwell fell uponW'lfp* 
cester ; 'aqcT attacking it on all si,des, and meeting 
with little resistance^ except from Duke Hamilton 
and General Middleton, broke in upon the disordered 
rot alists. The streets of the city were strewed with 
dead". Hamrlton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, 
was mortally wounded ; Massey wounded and taken 
prisoner; the King himself, having given many 
proofs of personal valour, was obliged to fly. The 
whole Scottish army was either killed or taken pri- 
soners. ^he cp\intry people, inflgmed with national 
antipathy, put to death the few„ that escaped from 
the field of battle. 

Tjie King left Worcester at sik o’clock in the 
afternoon? and. without halting, travelled about 

twenty- 





* Chap. LX. p. 209^ ; 

This fanner Teiiderell with the assistance of his fou|^0others 
h|j^ing disgiused the king in a garb like^their own, they Icil him into 
the neigiibonring wood, piat a bilUn^;his hand, and pretended to em- 
ploy themselves fa cutting For a |)^icr coincealrfbnt, he 

mounted uportaii/pak, where the leaves 

andlminch^frr pass by. 

Ail of y?eia:^teht m of & expressed in 

^ibis hearings their e^ of j5eiansg.|h^ tree was after- 
wards deophiinated the 7^afOeA; ;rand foi^ ih^ reg^ded 

Ijy the neighbourhood witij great veneration* 4^ 
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twenty-six miles, in company with fifty or sixty of cii ai 
his friends. To provide for his safety, he thought it 
test to separate himself from his companions ; and test. 
lH l^t them without communicating his intentions 
to any of them. By the Earl of Derby’s directions, 
he went to Boscobel, a lone house, in the borders of 
Staffordshire, inhabited by one Penderell, a farmer. 

intrusted himself. The man had 
"dignity of much above his condition; and 

though death was^fe^jinced against all wjlio con- 
cealed the King, and If^J^^at reward premised to 
any orje who should betraiy^^^^sm he professed and 
maintained unshaken fidelity. the assistance 

^his foul? wf others, equally honoutabre with himself; 
having clothed the King in a^■garb like their 

t 3yn, they led him into the neighteuring wood, put 
'bill into his hand, and pretended to employ them- 
selves in cutting faggots. Borne nights he lay upon 
straw in the house, and fed on such homely fare as 
it afforded. For a better concealment, he mounted 
upon an oak, where he sheltered hipis§lf among the 
leaves a^d branches for twenty-four hours. He saw 
several soidiers pass by. All of them, were intent 
in search of the King ; and some expressed^ in his 
hearing, their earnest wishes of seizing riim. This 
tree w'as afterwards denominated the Royal Oak ; 
and for many years was regarded by the neighbour- 
hood with great veneration. 

Charles was in the midle of the kingdom, and 
could neither stay in his retreat, nor stir a step from 
•it, without thd iteH imminent danger. Fears, hopes, 
and party zeal,^Berested multitudes ‘to discover 
him ; and even the smallest indiscretion of his friends 
‘might prove fatal. Having joine(\ Lord Wilmot, 
who was skulking in the neighbourhood, they agreed 
to put themselves into the hands of Colonel Lane; 
a zealous royalist, who lived at Bei|tlt’y> not many 
miles distant. The King’s feet were so hurt by 
walking about in heavy boots or countrymen’^ shoes 

which 
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which did not fit him, that he was obliged to mount 
on horseback; and he travelled in this situation to 
Bentley, attended by the Penderells, who had be^m.,; 
so faithful to him. Lane formed a scheme for 
journey to Bristol, "where, it was hoped, he 
find a ship, in which he might transport him^i|il^ 
He had a near kinswoman, Mrs. Norton, who liiia' 
within three miles of that city, and was jyith^h^^ 
very near the time of hen deliventen'^^^btained a 
pass (for, during those timfea^ of confusion, this 
precautiospwas requisitajlJror his sister, Jane Lane, 
and a s«rvant,toJ*#^ towards Bristol, „under 
pretence of ^lilmg and attending her relation. 
The King rod^beforfi the lady, and personated the 
servant. • ; 

When they ar»ived at Norton’s, Mrs. Lane pre^j 
tended that she had brought along, as her servanti^: 
a poor lad, a neighbouring farmer’s son, who was 
ill of an ague ; and she begged a private room for 
him, where he might be quiet. Though Charles 
kept himself tfetyred in this chamber, the butler, one 
Pope, ‘soon knew him : The King was alarmed, 
but made the butler promise that he wauld keep 
the secj^tjrom every mortal, even from his master ; 
and he was faithful to his engagen\pnt. 

No ship, it was found, would, iov a month, set 
sail from Bristol, either for Prance or Spain; and 
the King was obliged to go elsewhere for a passage. 
He intrusted himself to Colonel Windham of Dor- 
setshire, an affectionate partisan of the royal family : 
The natural effect of the long civjLwars, and of the 
furious rage to which all men vTSte wrought up in 
their diffei ent factions, was, that every one’s inclina- 
tions and affectipns were thoroughly known, and even* 
the courage and fidelity of most men, by the variety 
%f incidents, had been put to trial. The royalists 
too, had, many; of th^lfi been obliged to make con- 
eealments in their houses for thfemselvcs, their friends, 
^ jaore valuable eftecls; and the arts of eluding the 

enemy 
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enemy had been frequently practised. All these 
circumstances proved favourable to the King in the 
present exigency. As he often passed through the 
handi^ of catholics, the Priest's Hole, as they called 
it, the place where they were obliged to conceal 
their persecuted priests, was sometimes employed 
^r sheltering their distressed sovereign, 

; before he received the King, asked 

le^e to mfi crA^Mliig^iportant secret to his mother, 
his wife, and four se^S^nl^ on whose fidelity be could 
rely. Of all these, no oho^qved wanting' ’either in 
honour; or discretion. The vefeas^le^old matron, on 
the reception of her royal guest, ex^ssi^ed the utmost 
joy, that having lost, without regret, mree sons and 
one grand-child in defence of his fether, ^she was 
now reserved, in her declining years, to be instru- 
mental in the preservation of himself. Windham 
told the King, that Sir Thomas, his father, in the 
year 1636, a few days before his death, called to him 
his five sons : “ My children,” said he, “ we have 
“ hitherto seen serene and quiet tjmas under our 
“ three Ijst sovereigns : But 1 must n(3w warn you 
“ to prepaoe for clouds and storms. Factions arise 
“ on every sjde, and threaten the tranquillit;^ 9^ your 
“ native cbititry. But, whatever happfSi, Ho you 
“ faithftdl^ionour and obey your Prince, and adhere 
“ to the crown. I charge you never to forsake the 
“ crown, though it should hang upon a bush.” 
“ These last words,”’ added Windham, •“ made 
“ such impressions on all our breasts, that the many 
“ afflictions of these sad times could never efface 
“ their indelible characters.” From innumerable 
instances it appears, how deep-rooted in the minds 
of the English gentry of that age w^s the ‘principle 
ofloyalty to their soveAeign; that noble and generous 
principle, inferior only in excellence to the more 
enlarged and more enlightened affection towards a 
legal constitution. But during, those times of mili- 
tary usurpation, these passions were the same. 
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The King continued several daj's in Windham’s 
house : And all his friends in Britain, and in every 
part of Europe, remained in the most anxious sus- 
pense with regard to his fortunes : No one could 
conjecture whether he were dead or alive ; and the 
report of his death being generally believed, happily 
relaxed the vigilant search of his enemiei^. Trials 
were made to procure a vessel for bis esenpe hijjjJiOj. 
still met with disappointments^^JJi^^eft W 
ham’s house, he was oblie^j'^i^in to return to iti 
He passcdthroughmana^^er adventures; assumed 
different disguisea^^Mfevery step was exppsed to 
imminent perUs<^d received daily proofs of unco«r 
rupted fidelity and attachment. The sagacity oFft 
smith, who remarked that his horse’s shoes had been 
made in the nortli, not in the west, as he pretended, 
once detected him ; and he narrowly escaped. At 
Shoreham, in Sussex, a vessel was at last found, in 
which he embarked. He had been known to so 
many, that if he had not set sail in that critical 
moment, it«liad been impossible for him to escape. 
After one ahd forty days’ concealniQiit, he arrived 
safely at Fescamp in Normandy. No lesn than forty 
men ajid women had, at different times, been privy 
to his concealment and escape. *’ , 

The battle of Worcester afforded Cromwell what 
he called his crowning mercy.'' So elated was he, 
that he intended to have knighted, in the field, two 
of his 'generals, Lambert and Fleetwood; but was 
dissuaded by his friends from exerting this act of 
regal authority. His power and ambition were too . 
great to brook submission to the empty name of a 
republic, which stood chiefly by his influiyice, and 
was supported by his victories. How early he en- 
tertained thoughts of taking into his hand the reins of 
government is unce’^tain. We are only assured, that 


Ileathe’s Chronicle*, p. 301. 
' Pari, Hist. vol. xx. p. 47. 
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he now discovered to his intimate friends these aspir- c ii a p, 
ing views; and even expressed a desire of assuming 
the rank of King, which he had contributed, with 
such kerning zeal, to abolish. ^ 

The little popularity and credit acquired by the 
republicans farther stimulated the ambition of this weaiiii. 
enterprising politician. These men had not that 
nor those comprehensive views, 
v^dTmigiiJ^^iasjyf^ them, for acting the part of 
legislators; Selfish aKr^and bigotry chiefly engrossed 
their attention. They "copied their lugid austerity 

so far a,s to enact a law, decla^fie^g fornicatiqn, after 
the first act, to be felony, withoutS^mfit of clergy. “ 

They made small progress in that in^ortaut work, 
which they professed to have so mush at hgart, the 
settling of a nevv model of rcpresenjtation, and fixing 
a plan of government. The nation began to appre- 
hend that they intended to establish themselves 
as a perpetual legislature, and to confine the whole 
power to 60 or 70 persons, who called themselves 
the parliament of the commonwealth ,of England. 

And whi^e they pretended to bestow new liberties 
upon the* ration, they found themselves obliged to 
infringe even the most valuable of thostr which, 
through time inynemorial, had been transmitted 
from their ancestors. Not daring to intrust the 
trials of treason to juries, who, being chosen indif- 
ferently from among the people, would have been 
little favourable to the* commonwealth# and, would 
have formed their verdict upon* the ancient laws, 
they eluded that noble institution, by which the 
government of this island has ever been so much 
distinguished. They had evidently seen in the trial 
of Lilburn what they could expect from Juries. 

** Whulocke,p. 523. ® Scobel, p.l21. A billwas introduced 

into the house against painliiig, pauhes, and other immodest dress of 
women : but it did not pass. Purl, Ilist. vol. xix. p. 2C3. 

This 
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This man, the most turbulent, but the most up- 
right and courageous, of human kind, was tried 
for a transgression of the new statute of treasons : 
But though he was plainly guilty, he was dfcquit- 
ted, to the greafcjoy of the people. Westminster- 
hall, nay the whole city, rang with shouts and 
acclamations. Never did any established power 
receive so streng a declaration of 
and invalidity; and from no insJjtwlSSS^esides the 
admirable one of juries, c^grim^be expected this 
magnaniKU)us.eiFort. 

Thau they ^mish^^^iot for the future be exposed 
to affronts, whiew so much lessened their authority, 
the parliameirt erected a high court of justice, which 
was to r^ceivenndictments from the council of state. 
This court was ocom posed of mea devoted to the 
ruling party, without name or character, determined 
to sacrifice every thing to their own safety os 
ambition. Colonel Eusebius Andrews and Colonel 
Walter Slingsby were tried by this court for cowf 
spiracies, and .condemned to death. They werlfe 
royalists, artd refused to plead before so^ illegal Jfc 
jurisdiction. Love, Gibbons, and other<»presbyteiil 
ans, having entered into a plot against the republit, 
were also tried, condemned, and executed. The Etlrl 
of Derby, Sir Timothy Featherstorie, Bemboe, bei||ig 
taken prisoners after the battle of Worcester, wire 
put to death by sentence of a court martial; a 
method of proceeding declafred illegal by that very 
petition of right,* for which a former parliament 
had so strenuously contended, and which,; after . 
great efforts, they had extorted from the Kii^. ' 

Excevtino their principles of toleratiWB# the 
maxims by which the republicans regulate#iccle‘- 
siasticai adairs no more prognosticated anjlJiehirable 
settlement; than those by which they condufiied their 
civil concerns. The presbyterian model of congre- 
gation, classes, and assemblies, was not,ldlowecl to 
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be finished : It seemed even the intention of many 
leaders in the parliament to admit of no esta- 
blished church, and to leave every one, without any 
guidance of the magistrate, to embrace whatever 
sect, and to support whatever clergy, were most 
agreeable to him. 

Tnjfeo parliament went so far as to make some 
:^^l]f.s^ in one province, to their independent 
moSfeiT clergy of Wales being ejected 

as malignants, itiner^ ^preachers with small sfilaries 
were settled, not above fol^pr five in each, county ; 
and thei^e being furnished witii«^vQrses^at the, public 
expense, hurried from place to plachv^d carried, as 
they expressed themselves, the • glad ndings of the 
gospel.^ They were all of them meri^ of the lowest 
birth and educatipn, who had deserted mechanical 
trades, in order to follow this new profession. And 
inAhis particular, as well as in their wandering life, 
th^ pretended to be more truly apostolical. 

<^he republicans, both by the turn of their dispo- 
sition, and by the nature of the instfunjents which 
they employed, were better qualified ‘for acts of 
foiwe and vigour, than for the slow and deliberate 
work of legislation. Notwithstanding the late wars 
and bloodshed, an^ the present factions, the power 
of,England had never, in any period, appeared so 
formidable to the neighbouring kingdoms as it did 
at this time, in the hands of the commonwealth. A 
numerous army served* equally to retain .every 
one in implicit subjection to estafilished authority, 
.and to strike a terror into foreign nations. The 

E ower of peace and war was lodged in the same 
ands with that of imposing taxes ; and no differ- 
ence of views, among the several mpmbe^s of the 
legislature, could*ny longer be apprehended. The 
present impositions, though much superibt to what 


^ pr, John Walker’s Attempt, p. 147, & scq. 
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CHAP, had ever formerly been experienced, were in reahi^ 
moderate, and what a nation so opulent could eauilyl 
jgjjj bear. The military genius of the people had, byd ift l ai 
civil contests, been roused from its former leVhaHHi;^ 
and excellent officers were formed in every branch 
of service. The confusion into which all .things 
had been thrown, had given opportunity to ‘ialien of 
low stations to break through their obscu|j|jj,,g^) 4 |i^':jj 
raise themselves by ^lieir coyj. W commands 
which.they were well qualife^to exercise, but to 
which 4lveir .birth coujii^never have entitled them. 
And wjiile sy power was lodged jn such 

active hands j;j«^onder the republic was successful 
in all its entCTprises*. 

Blaick, a man of great courage and a generous 
disposition, the same person who had defended 
Lyme and Taunton with such unshaken obstinacy 
against the late King, was made an admiral ; and 
though he had hitherto been accustomed only to 
land-service, into which too he had not entered till 
past fifty yeafs of age, he soon raised the nagfltil 
glory of the nation to a greater height than it had 
ever attained in any former period. «A fleet was 
put untler his command, and he received orders to 
pursue Prince Rupert, to whorni the, King had in- 
trusted that squadron which had deserted to hipi. 
Rupert took shelter in Kinsale; and, escaping 
thence, fled towards the coast of Portugal. Blake 
pursued and chased him into the Tagus, where he 
intended to make an attack upon him. But the 
King of Portugal, moved by the favour which, 
throughout all Europe, attended th®.;. royal cause, 
refused Blake admittance, and aided Brince Rupert 
in makttig his escape. To be revenged of this 
partiality, the English admiral made pgwe of twenty 
‘ Portuguese ships richly laden; and Ibs threatened 
still farther vengeance. The King ^f Portugal, 
dreading so dangerous a foe to his ne'^J^y-acquired 

dominion. 
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dominion, and sensible of the unequal contest in 
which he was engaged, made all possible submissions 
to the haughty republic, and was at last admitted 
W negotiaAe the renewal of his alliance with Eng- 
ird. PriWce Rupert, having lost a* great part of his 
squadr(%"Oh the coast of Spain, made sail towards 
tne Westflndies. His brother. Prince Maurice, was 
in a hurricane. Every where this 
squadron stfuSfyfeii^^y privateering, sometimes on 
English, sometimes on Spanish vessels. And Rupert 
at last returned to France, v/here he disposed of the 
remnants of his fleet, together hi§ prizes. 

Ai-r. the settlements in Ameri«s>^xcept New 
England, which had been plaitted e^rely by the 
puritans, adhered to the royal party, *even after the 
settlement of the. republic ; and Sir. George Ayscue 
was sent with a squadron to reduce them. Bermu- 
das, Antigua, and Virginia, were soon subdued. 
Barbadoes, commanded by Lord Willoughby of 
Parham, made some resistance ; but was at last ob- 
liged to submit, i * ‘ . » 

With equal «ase were .Jersey, Guerifsey, Scilly, 
andtheMofcof Man, brought under subjection to 
the republic ; and the sea, which had beefl much 
infested by private,prs from these islands, was ren- 
dered safe to the English commerce. The Countess 
of Derby defended the Isle of Man ; and with grejit 
reluctance yielded to the necessity of surrendering 
to the enemy. This lady,*a daughter of the illustrious 
house of Trimoille, in France, had’ during the civil 
W'ar, displayed a manly courage bv her obstinate 
defence of Latham-house against the parliamentary 
forces ; and she retained the glory of being the last 
person in the three kingdoms, and pi all 4heir de- 
pendent dominions, vho submitted to the victorious 
commonwealth.* 
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CHAP. Ireland- and Scotland were now entirely sub- 
jected and reduced to tranquillity. Ireton, the.new 
issiT deputy of Ireland^ at the head of a numerous arjmy, 
30,000 strong, prosecuted the work of subdding the 
revolted Irish ; <and he defeated them in«many ren^ 
counters, which, though of themselves of no great 
moment, proved fatal to their declining cause. He 
punished without mercy all 
any hand in the massacres, 
among the rest, was, some ti 
gibbetr- and .suffered an ignominious death, which 
he had so wpll merited by his inhuman cruelties. 
Limerick, a coneaderable town, still remained in the 
hands of the Irish'; and Ireton, * after a vigorop 
siege, made hdmself master of it. He was here i|i»' 
fected with the plague, and shortly after diedjipilli 
memorable personage, much celebrated for his 
lance, industry, capacity, even for the strict execuls^ 
of justice in that unlimited command which he |M|* 
sessed in Ireland. He was observed to be inflefiWe 
in all his p*irppses ; and it Vas believed by nilMiy, 
that he was animated with a sincere and passionate 
love of liberty, and never coUld have been induced 
by any motive to submit to the smallest appeaiance 
of regal government. Cromwell appeared to b&much 
affected by his death; and the. republicans, who 
reposed great confidence in him, were inconsolable. 
To shew their regard for his merit and services, 
they bestowed an estate of* two thousand p«iinds a- 
year on his fainify, and honoured him witfa^a mag- 
nificent funeral at the public charge. Though the 
established government was but the ipere s]||fiow of 
a commonwealth, yet was it beginning, bp^proper 
arts, to encourage that public spirit whicl»^ other 
^Apecies of civil polity is ever able fully toflillpire. 
W The command of the army in Ireland <tead.ved on 
Lieutenant-General Ludlow. The civil gii^nment 
OT the island was intrusted to coipAiinsioners. 

*# Ludlow 
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Ludlow continued to push the advantages against the c ii a p. 
Irish, and every where obtained an easy victory. T^t 
unhappy people, disgusted with the King on account 
of tbo%e violent declarations against them and their 
religion, which had been extorted by the Scots, 
applied to the King of Spain, to the Duke of Lor- 
raine, and found assistance no where. Clanricarde, 
the prevailing power, made submis- 
"sfdns to the' parli^yjjvent, an^ retired into England, 
where he soon after died, lie was a steady catholic; 
but a man much respected by all parties., - 

The successes which attended Mopk in Scotland 
were no less decisive. That able ’^sij^al laid siege 
to Stirling castle ; and, though it wa^vell provided 
for defence, it was soon sunenderetl to liim. He 
there became master of ail the records of the king- 
dom ; and he sent them to England. The Earl of 
L^ven, the Earl of Crawford, Lord Ogilvy, and 
q^er noblemen, having met near Perth, in order to 
<!^cert measures for raising a new army, were sud- 
denly set upon by Colonel Alured^ ^d most of 
them tak^n prisoners. Sir Philip Musgrave, with 
some Scot^ being engaged at Dumfries in a like 
enterprise, met with a like fate. Dundee wms a 
■town well fortifiecj, supplied with a good garrison 
under Lumisden, . and full of all the rich furniture, 
the plate, and money of the kingdom, which had 
been sent thither as to a place of safety. Monk 
appeared before it ; and •having made a breach, gave 
a general assault. He carried the* town; and follow- 
ing the example and instructions of Cromwell, put 
all the inhabitants to the sword, in order to strike a 
general terror into the kingdom. Warned by this 
example, Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Inverness, and 
other towns and forts, yielded, of their own accord, 
to the enemy. Argyle made his submissions to the 
English commonwealth; and excepting a few roy- 
alists, whc^ remained some time in the mountains, 

under 
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under the Earl of Glencairn, Lord Balcarras, and 
General Middleton, that kingdom, which had hi- 
therto, through all ages, by means of its situation, 
poverty, and valour, maintained its independence, 
was reduced to total subjection. 

The English parliament sent Sir Harry Vane, 
St. John, and other commissioners, to settle Scot- 
land. These men, who possessed li ttle of thg ^^ tpy 
spirit of liberty, knew bow to m^taltrtiie appe^-" 
ance of it ; and they required tlie voluntary consent 
of all tlK! counties and towns of this conquered king- 
dom, before ^hey would unite them into the same 
commonwealdjjvrith England. The clergy protested; 
because, they said, this incorporating union would., 
draw along wiYh it a subordination of the church^ 
the state in the things of Christ.'' English jud^^; 
joined to some Scottish, were appointed to deterqpiae 
all causes; justice was strictly administered ; olri^ 
and peace maintained ; and the Scots, freed fromail^ 
tyranny of the ecclesiastics, were not much diaiMiif- 
fied with tbe present government. * The prjjtl^t 
conduct of Monk, a man who possessed ^ ca|)aci^y 
for the arts both of peace and war, served niu^ to 
reconciie the minds of men, and to allay thdfi^)re- 
judices. , 

By the total reduction and pacification of the British 
dominions, the parliament had leisure to look abroad, 
and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprises. The 
Dutch.were the first that felt the weight of theiparms. 

Duiiivo the life of Frederick Henry, Psince of 
Orange, the Dutch republic had maintained^ neu- 
trality in the civil wars of England, and ha(&iever 
interposed, except by her good offices, bdhveen 
t b ^c<mtending parties. When William, wj^' had 
tpi^ried an English princess, succeeded tqii|4is fa- 
ther’s commands and authority'', the Statni^both 

^ Whitlockc, p. 496. Heatbe’S Chronicle, p. 30T. 

Spc note [IJ, at the end of the volume. 
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before and after the exeeution of the late King, were 
aeeused of taking steps more favourable to the royal 
cause, and of betraying a great prejudice against that 
o^ihS parliament. It was long before the envoy of 
the English commonwealth could obtain an audience 
of the States-general. The murderers of Dorislaus 
were not pursued with such rigour as the parliament 
; And much regard had been paid to the 
*itmg, and many ^gQod offices performed to him, both 
by the public, and by men of all ranks, in the 
United Provinces. • • • 

Aft.er the death of William, Prin(:e of Orange ^ 
which was attended with the deptes^n of his party 
and the triumph of the Dutch •republTcans, the par- 
liament thought that the time was •how favourable 
for cementing a.closer confederacj^ with the States. 
St. John, chief justice, who was sent over to the 
iHague, had entertained the idea of forming a kind 
coalition between the two republics, which would 
«feave rendered their interests totally inseparable; but 
^fearing that so extraordinary a projept would not be 
relished^he contented himself with drbpping some 
hints of it,%and openly went no farther than to pro- 
pose a strict defensive alliance between England and 
the United Provwices, such as has now, for near 
seventy years, taken place between these friendly 
powerk"' But the States, who were unwilling to 
form a nearer confederacy with a government whose 
measures were so obnbxious, and whbse situation 
seemed so precarious, offered only to renew the 
former alliances with England. And the haughty 
St. John, disgjiijsted with this disappointment, as well 
as incensed arinany affronts, which had been offered 
him with ihf^nity, by the retainers .of the Palatine 
and Grangelbihes, and indeed by the populace in 
general, returned into England, and endeavoured to 
foment a quarrel between the republics. 

' On October 17 , 1650 . ■" Th-iiloe, wl. i. p. 182 . 
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The movements of great states are often di- 
rected by as slender springs as those of individuals. 
Though war, with so considerable a naval pow^r as 
the Dutch, who were in peace with all their other 
neighbours, might" seem dangerous to the yet un- 
settled commonwealth, there were several motives 
which at this time induced the English parliament 
to embrace hostile measures. Many o^^e.i»8®3? 
bers thought that a foreign wap«-wouldserve as a 
pretence for continuing the same parliament, and 
delaying" the new model of a representative, with 
which tbe nation had so long been flattered. Others 
hoped that t|^ war would furnish a reason for 
maintaining, sonie tinle longer, that numerous stand- 
ing army, which was so much complained of." 
On the other haud, some who dreaded the increas- 
ing power of Cromwell, expected that the great ex- 
pense of naval armaments would prove a motive 
tor diminishing the military establishment. To 
divert the attention of the public from domestic* 
quarrels towards foreign transactions, seemed, in 
the present disposition of men’s minds, to^ be good 
policy. The superior power of the Erfglish com- 
monwealth, together with its advantages of situation, 
promised success; and the parliamentary leaders 
hoped to gain many rich prizes from the Dutch, to 
distress and sink their flourishing eommerce, and by 
victories to throwa lustreon their own establishment, 
which Was so new and unpopular. All these views, 
enforced by the violent spirit of St. John, who had 
great influence over Cromwell, determined the par- 
liament to change the purposed alliance into a furious 
war against the United Provinces. 

To covfer these hostile intentions, tte'^rliament, 
under pretence of providing for the iniwests of com- 
merce, embraced such measures as they knew would 

« We are told in tUe Life of Sir Harry Vane, that thatfamou^ republican 
opposed the Dutch war, and that it was the military gentlemeii chiedy who 
supriorted that measure. 

give 
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give disgust to the States. They framed the famous 
act of navigation ; which prohibited all nations from 
importing into England in their bottoms any com- 
modity wliich was not the growth and manufacture 
of their own country. By this* law, though the 
terms in which it was conceived were general, the 
Dutch were principally affected; because their coun- 
t;^?^^roduces few commodities, and they subsist 
chiefly by being the general carriers and factors of 
Europe. Letters of reprisal were granted taseverab 
merchants, who complained of injuries, which, they 
pretended, they had received from tlje States ; and 
above eighty Duteh ships fell into thmr hands, and 
were made prizes. The cruelties committed on the 
English at Amboyna, which were Certainly enor- 
mous, but which seemed to be buried in oblivion 
by a thirty years’ silence, were again made the 
ground of complaint. And the allowing the mur- 
derers of Dorislaus to escape, and the conniving at 
thfe insults to which St. John had been exposed, 
were represented as symptoms of an unfriendly, if 
not a hostile, disposition in the States. * 

The Stages, alarmed at all these steps, sent orders 
to their ambassadors to endeavour the renewal of 
the treaty of alliance, which had been broken oft* 
by the abrupt departure of St. John. Not to be 
unprepared, they equipped a fleet of a hundred and 
fifty sail, and took oare, by their ministers at Lon- 
don, to inform the council of stqte of 'that* arma- 
ment. This intelligence, instead of striking terror 
into the English republic, was considered as a me- 
nace, and farther confirmed the parliament in their 
hostile resolutions. The minds of men in both states 
were every day more irritated against each other ; 
and it was not long before these humours broke forth 
into action. 

Teomp, an admiral of great renown, received 
from the States the command of a fleet of forty- 

two 
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two sail, in order to protect the Dutch navigation 
against the privateers of the English. He was 
forced, by stress of weather, as heiilleged, to take 
shelter in the road of Dover, where he «ae£ with 
Blake, who commanded an English fleet much in- 
ferior in number. Who was the aggressor in the 
action, which ensued between these two admirals, 
both of them men of such prompt and fiery 
positions, it is not easy, to determine ; since ea^bf 
them sent to his own state a relation totally opposite 
in all its oircumstances to that of the other, and yet 
supported by the testimony of every captaiii in his 
fleet. Blake^retended that, having giving a signal 
to the Dutch admiral to strike, Tromp, instead of 
complying, firM a broadside at him. Tromp asserted 
that he was preparing to strike, and that the Eng- 
lish admiral, nevertheless, began hostilities. Iti.is 
certain that the admiralty of Holland, who are 
tinct from tlie council of state, had given ~ 
no orders to strike, but had left him to his own^ 
cretion witk regard to that vain but much contested 
ceremonial.* They seemed willing to intr^fiucl ifiie 
elaim of an equality with the new com«aonwfELlth, 
and to ‘interpret the former respect paid the iiEng- 
Jish flag as a deference due only ,to the monarchy. 
This circumstance forms a strong presumption against 
the narrative of the Dutch admiral. The whole 
Orange party, it must be remarked, to which Tromp 
was suspected to adhere, were desirous of a w»r with 
England. ;r 

Blake, though his squadron consisted cmly of . 
fifteen vessels, reinforced, after the battle be^n,* by 
eight imder Captain Bourne, maintained tfefe fight 
with bravery for five hours, and sunk one>^ip of 
l|pie enemy, and took another. Night patted the 

f )mbatants, and the Dutch fleet retiredj^owards 
e coast of Holland. The populace ofi»London 
were enraged, and would have insulted ,thd Dutch 

ambassadors, 
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ambassadors, who lived at Chelsea, had not the chap. 
council of state sent guards to pl-otect them. 

When the States heard of this action, ofwhichthe 
conse?iuences were easily foreseen, they were in the ^ ' 
utmost consternation. They immediately despatched 
Paw, pensionary of Holland, as their ambassador ex- 
traordinary to London, and ordered him to lay belbre 
jparliament the narrative which Tromp had sent 
of the late rencounter. TlH;y entreated them, by all 
the bands of their common religion and cpinmon 
liberties, not to precipitate thcrnselve,s into- hostile 
measur.es, but to uppointcommission^rs, who should 
examine every eircumstanee of the ac^on, and clear 
up the truth, which lay in obscurity. ^And they pre- 
tended that they had given no orders <0 theiv admiral 
to offer any violence to the English, but would se- 
v||Hy punish liim, if they found, upon inquiry, that 
hlRiad been guilty of an action which they so much 
disapproved. The imperious parliament would 
hearken to none of these reasons or remonstrances. 

Elated by the numerous successes \yhieh they had 
obtained^over their domestic enemies, they thought 
that every 4lhng must yield to tlieir fortunate arms ; 
and they gladly seized the opportunity which they 
sought, of making war upon the States. They de- 
manded that, wi^iout any l^rther delay or inquiry, 
reparation should be made for all the damages which 
the English had sustained. And vvhen this demand 
was not complied with; they de^atched orders for 
CQmmencing war against the United Provinces. 

Blake sailed northwards with a numerous fleet, 
and fell upon the hM^ing busses, which were escorted 
by twelve men of war. , All these he either took or 
dispersed. Tromp followed him with .a fleet of above 
a.hundred sail. When these tM O admirals were 
within sight of each other, and preparing for battle, 
a furious storm attacked them. Blake took shelter 
in the English harbours. The Dutch fleet was dis- 
persed, and received great damage. 
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CHAP Sir George Ayscue, though he commanded only 
LX. forty ships, according to the English accounts, en- 
1652' gaged, near Plymouth, the famous De Ruiter, who 
Aug. 16. had under him fifty ships of war, with thirty mer- 
chantmen. The Dutch ships were indeed of inferior 
force to the English, De Ruiter, the only admiral 
in Europe, who has attained a renown equal to that 
of the greatest general, defended himself so wjgJ|j^! 
that Ayscue gained no advantage over him. Night 
parted them in the greatest heat of the action, De 
Ruiter next day sailed off with his convoy. The 
English fleet h}id been so shattered in the fight, ths^ 
it was not ableAo pursue. aA, 

Oct. 20. Near the coast of Kent, Blake, seconded 

Bourne And Pen, met a Dutch squadron neg^^ 
equal in numbers, commanded by De Witte entire 
Ruiter. A battle was fought much to the disa^ 9 !||i- 
tage of the Dutch. Their rc«-admiral was boarSW' 
and taken. Two other vessels were sunk, and->i 6 ne 
blown up. The Dutch next day made sail towards 
Holland. , ^ 

The English were not so successful in.^the Me- 
diterranean, Van Galen, with much sujicrioi^orce, 
attacked Captain Badily, and defeated hiiirtfe He 
bought, however his victory with the los^'of his 
life. ^ ^ 

Nov. 2f>. Sea-fights are seldom so decisive as to disable 
the vanquished from making head in a littl time 
against the victors. Tromp, seconded by De^uiter, 
met, near the Goodwins, with Blake, whdie fleet 
was inferior to the Dutch, but who resolveA>not to 
decline the combat. A furious^attle com^nced, 
where the admirals on both, sides, as well ai^be in- 
ferior officers qnd seamen, exerted great livery. 
.'In this action the Dutch had the advantageflBlj^ 
himself was wounded. The Garland and ^j^aven- 
ture were taken. Two ships W'ere burned, t|md one. 
sunk ; and night came opportunely to ^e the 
Ji^jifiriish fleet. After this victory, Trosi^, in a 

bravado, 
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bravado, fixed a broom to his main-mast, as if he 
were resolved to sweep the sea entifely of all English 
vessels. • 

GiftiAT preparations were made in England, in 
order to wii>e off this disgrace. , A gallant fleet of 
eighty sail was fitted out. Blake commanded, and 
Dean under him, together with Monk, who had been 
,sent for from Scotland. When the English lay off 
Portland, they descried, near break of day, a Dutch 
fleet of seventy-six vessel!, sailing up the channel, 
along with a convoy of 300 merchantmen, who had 
received orders to wait at the Isle of Rhe, till the 
fleet sliould arrive to escort them! Tromp, and 
ujader him, De Ruiter, commanded tli^Dutch. This 
bl^ltle was the most furious that had.yet been fought 
^Ween these warlike and rival nations’. Three 
.ys was the combat continued witli the utmost rage 
d obstinacy ; and Blake, who was victor, gained 
more honour than Tromp, who was vanquished, 
^he Dutch admiral made a skilful retreat, and saved 
all the merchant ships, except thirty. He lost, how- 
ever, eleven ships of war, had 2t)0Cf men slain, 
and near^l^OO taken prisoners. The English, though 
many of their ships were extremely shattered, had 
but one sunk. Their slain were not much inferior 
in number to those of the enemy. 

All these successes of the English were chiefly 
owing to the superior size of their vessels ; an ad- 
vantage whic|i ajl the skill and bravery pfthe Dutch 
admiralf pould .]^t compensate. » By means’of ship- 
money, an imgpsition which had been so much 
complained of^t^nd in some respects with reason, 
the late King had put the navy into a situation which 
it had never attained in any former reign ; and he 
ventured to build ships of a size Which was then 
unusual. But the misfortunes which the Dutch 
met with in battle, were small in comparison of 
those which their trade sustained from the English. 

* Their 
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c HAP. Their whole coqj^merce by the channel was cut off; 

even that to the Baltic was much infested by Eng- 

1653 lish privateers, Theirfisheries were totally suspended. 

A great number of their ships, above 1600, had 
fallen into the hands of the enemy. And all this 
distress they suffered, not for any national interests 
or necessity ; but from vain points of honour and 
personal resentments, of which it was difficult to 
give a satisfactory account to the public. They re- 
solved, therefore, to gratify the pride of the parlia- 
ment, and tojniake some advances towards peace. 
They met not, Jjowever, with a favourable reception ; 
and it was not without pleasure that they learned 
the dissolutic^i of that haughty assembly, by thg 
violence .. of Crtemwell ; an event from which th^^ 
expected a more.,prosperous turn to their affairs, 

The zealous republicans in the parliament had 
been the chief or first promoters of the war ; b0, 
when it was once entered upon, they endeavoug|^ 
to draw from it every possible advantage. 
occasions tli/^y set up the fleet in opposition tdJMe 
army, and celebrated the glory and successe^^ of^^bfir 
naval armaments. .They insisted on thci^ntol&js^ple 
expense to which the nation was subjectedj^ll^^ 
urged the necessity of diminishing,it, by a rediftrtion 
of the land forces. They had ordered some; regi- 
ments to serve on' board the fleet in the quality of 
marines. And Cromwell, by the whole train pf their 
proceedingsy evidently saw that they had entrained 
a jealousy of his power and ambitipn, and i||re re- 
sojved to bring him to a subordin^ion un^^ their 
authority. Without scruple or dela^ he reined to 
prevent them. ^ 

Ov such firm foun(^tions was built th^^it of 
.|his extraordinary man, that though a gre0 master ^ 
.«f fraud and dissimulation, he Judged it sij^rffuous 
to employ any disguise in conducting thii^bold en- 
wrprise. He summoned a gefferal council df officers; 

and 
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and immediately found that they were disposed chap. 
to receive whatever impressions he was pleased 
to givg them. Most of them were his creatures, 
had owed their advancement to his favour, and re- 
lied entirely upon him for their future prefermedt. 

The breachr being already made between the mfli)- 
tary and civil powers, when the late King was seized 
at Holdenby ; the general officers regarded the 
parliament as at once their creature and their rival ; 
and thought that they themselves were entitled to 
share among them those offices and riches^ of which 
its members had so long kept possessicii. Harrison, 

Rich, Overton, and a few others <jho retained 
some principle, were guided by’ notions so extrava- 
gant, that they were easily deluded *1010 measures 
the most violent and most criminal. And the 
whBIe army had already been guilty of such illegal 
and’atrocious actions, that they could entertain no 
f|j|pier scruple with regard to any enterprise which 
tq^t serve their selfish or fanatical purposes. 

^ the council of officers it was presienily voted to 
fratae a r^onstrance to the parliament. ’ After com- 
]^laining of ^e arrears due to th& army, they there 
desired the parliament to reflect how many" years 
they had sitten, and what professions they had form- 
erly made of their intentions to new model the repre- 
sentative, and establish successive parliaments, who 
might bear the burden of national affairs, from which 
they themselves would ^adly, after so mlich danger 
and fatigue, be at last relieved. They confessed that 
the parliament had achieved great enterprises, and 
had surmounted mighty difficulties ; yet was it an 
injury, they said, to the rest of the nation to be 
excluded front b^jj^g any part in the service of their 
country. It wd^%ow full time for them to give 
place to others ; and they 'therefore desired them, 
after settling a council who might execute the laws 
during the interval, to summon a new parliament, 
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^ A F and establish that free and equal government, which 
they had so long promised to the people. 

1653, The parliament took this remonstrance in ill 
part, and made a sharp reply to the council' of offi- 
cers. The officers insisted on their advice ; and by 
mutual altercation and opposition the breach became 
still wider between the army and the commonwealth, 
Apni 10. Cromwell, finding matters ripe for his purpose, 
called a council of ofijeers, in order to come to a 
deteripination with regard to the public settlement. 
As he had here many friends, so had he also some 
opponents. JHarrison having assured the, council 
that the genial sought only to pave the way for the 
government^ Jesus and his saints, Major Streater 
brisklyt replifed, that Jesus ought then to come 
quickly: Fornif he delayed it till after Christ- 
mas, he would come too late ; he would find his 
place occupied. While the officers were in debate. 
Colonel Ingoldsby informed Cromwell, that the Or- 
nament was sitting, and had come to a resolutioMBt 
to dissolverth^mselves, but to fill up the house ny 
new elections ; and was at that very time ppgaged in 
deliberations with regard to this expedient. . Crom- 
well, in a rage, immediately hastened to the ihouse, 
and carried a body of 300 soldiers along with him. 
Some of them he placed at the - door, some in the 
lobby, some on the stairs. He first addressed him- 
self to his friend St. John, and told him, that he had 
come «with a purpose of doing what grieved him 
to the very soul',' and what he had earnestly with 
tears besought the Lord not to impose upon him : . 
But there was a necessity, in order to the glory of 
God and good of the nation. He sat do>vn for some 
time, and hea|:d theJ^bate. He beckoned Ha^rrison, 
and told him, that me. now ju(^d the parliament 
ripe for a dissolution. Sir,”. said Harrison, ‘tthe 
work is very great and dangerous ; I desire you 
‘♦ seriously to- consider, . before you engage in it.’’ 

. « “ You 
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“ You say well,” replied the General ; and there- 
upon sat still about a quarter of an hour. When 
the question was ready to be put, he said again to 
Harrison, “ This is the time : I must do it.” And 
suddenly starting up, he loaded the parliament with 
the vilest reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, 
oppression, and robbery of the public. Then stamp- 
ing with his foot, which was a signal for the soldiers 
to enter, “For shame,” sajd he to the parliament, 
“ get you gone ; give place to honester men; to 
“ those who will more faithfully discharge their 
“trust.. You are no longer a parli/iment: I tell 
“ you, you are no longer a parliamei\L The Lord 
“ has done with you ; He has choseiiother instru- 
“ ments for carrying on his work’.” Sis * Harry 
Vane exclaiming, against this proceeding, he cried 
witl| a loud voice, “ O Sir Harry Vane, Sir Harry 
“ Vane! The Lord deliver me from Sir Harry 
Vane !” Taking hold of Martin by the cloak, 
“ Thou art a whoremaster,” said he. To another, 
“ Thou art an adulterer.” To a thir^, .“ Thou art 
“ a drunl^rd and a glutton “ And thou an ex- 
“ tortioner, * to a fourth. He commanded a soldier 
to seize the mace. “ What shall we do with this 
“ bauble? Here take it away. It is you,” said 
he, addressing himself to the house, “ that have 
“ forced me upon this. I have sought the Lord 
“ night and day, that he would rather slay me than 
“ put me upon this wOrk,” Having commanded 
the soldiers to clear the hall, he ’liimself went out 
the last, and ordering the doors to be locked, de- 
parted to his lodgings in Whitehall. 

In this furious manner, which so well denotes 
his genuine character, did CrgmweH, without the 
least opposition, o” eveir murmur, annihilate that 
famous assembly which had filled all Europe with 
the renown of its actions, and with astonishment at 
its crimes, ^nd whose commencement was not more 

ardently 


219 

CHAP. 

tx. 

1653. 



920 “ 

C H A' P. 
IJC. 

1653 . 


HISTOP-Y OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

ardently desired by the people than was its final disr 
solution. All parties now reaped successively the 
melancholy pleasure of seeing the injuries which 
they had sufered, revenged on their enemies ; and 
that too by the same arts which had been practised 
against them. The King had, in some instances, 
stretched his prerogative beyond its just bounds ; 
and aided by the church, had well nigh put an end 
to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. The 
presbyterians checked the progress of the court and 
clergy,* and excited, by cant and hypocrisy, the po- 
pulace, first tf) tumults, then to war, agaipst the. 
King, the pe^s, and all the royalists. No sooner 
had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than 
the independents, under the appearance of still 
greater sanctity >• instigated the army against them, 
and reduced them to subjection. The independents,^ 
amidst their empty dreams of liberty, or rather of. 
dominion, were oppressed by the rebellion of thei» 
own servants, and found them.selvcs at once expose^ 
to the insuits ,of power and hatred of the peopl^ 
By recent, hs well as all ancient, example, it wais 
become evident, that illegal violence, with whateyl^ 
pretences it may be covered, and whatever obj^l^ 
it may pursue, must inevitably end at last in the ai^- 
trary and despostic govei’nment of a single pencil;' ■ 
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Cromwell’s Birth and private Life. — Barebone’s I^arliament.— ^ 
Cromwell made Protector. — Peace with Holland. — A new 
Parliament. — Insurrection of the Royalists.-3^ate of Europe. 
— War with Spain. — ^Jamaica conquered. — Saccess qnd Death 
of Admiral Blake.— Domestic Administration of Cromwell. — 
Humble Petition and Advice. — Dunkirk taken. — Sickness*' of 
of the Protector. — His Death and Character. 

‘if-'’ 

fMvER CROMWELL, in whose .hands the 
'-^ dissolution of the parliament* bad left the 
whofe p^^r, civil and military, of three king- 
doms, was born at Huntingdon, the last year of 
the former century^, of a good family; though he 
himself, being th§ son of a second brother, inhe- 
rited but a small estate from his father. In the 
course of his education he had been sent to the uni- 
versit)^; but his genius was found little fitted /or the 
calm and elegant occupations of'learning, and he 
made small proficiencies in his studies. He even 
threw himself into a dissolute and disorderly course 
of life ; and he consumed in gaming, drinking, 
debauchery, and country riots^Jhe more early years 
of his youth, and dissipated ptttt of Kis patrimony. 
All of a sudden the spirit of reformation seized 
him; he married, affected *1 grave and composed 
behaviour, entered into ail the zeal and rigour of 
the puritanical party, and offered to restore to every 

one 
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one whatever sums he had formerly ^ 

gaming. The same vehemence of tempei“/*^hich 
had transported him into the extremes of pl^surey 
now distinguished his religious habits. His hoil^ 
was the resort of'all the zealous clergy of the pai^^ 
and his hospitality, as well as his ]iberalitie8?#ti^ 
silenced and deprived ministers, proved as ch»p!- 
able as his former debaucheries. Thougli he had 
acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, he 
found his affairs so injured by his expenses, that he 
was obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, and apply 
himself, for some years, to agriculture as a^ pimfesi* 
sion. But t^ expedient served rather to involvs^ 
him in farther debts and difficulties. The loti|f* 
prayers»whicK*he said to his family in the mornini|^ 
^d again in the* afternoon, consumed his own tiiib 
that of his ploughmen ; and he resen-^ed hs* 
leisure for the care of his temporal affairs, itii 
active mind, superior to the low occupations t6 
which he was condemned, preyed upon itself ; ;.slnd 
he indulged his imagination in visions, illumina- 
tions, revelations; the great nourishment of that 
hypochondriacal temper to which he wfts ever sub- 
ject. Urged by his wants and his piety, he had 
made a party with Hambden, his near kinsman, 
who was pressed only by the latter motive, to trans- 
port himself into New England, now become the 
retreat of the more zealous among the puritanical 
party ^ and it wa,s an order of council which obliged 
them to disembark and remain in England. The 
Earl of Bedford, who possessed a large estate in the 
Fen Country, near the Isle of Ely, having under- 
taken to drain these morasses, was obliged to apply 
to the King , and by^the powers of the • irerogative, 
he got cojrjrnis.sioners appointed, who conducted that 
work, and divided ♦^he new acquired land among 
the .several proprietors. He met with opposition 
from many, among whom Cromwell distinguished 

himself , 
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himsetf ; and this was the first public opportunity 
which^e had met with of discovering the factious 
zea^iilif obstinacy of his character. 

accident and intrigue he was chosen by the 
town of Cambridge member of the fong parliament. 
His domestic afiairs were then in g-reat disorder; 
and he seemed not to possess any talents which- 
could qualify him to rise in that public sphere into 
which he was now at last entered. His person was 
ungraceful, his dress slovenly, his voice untuneable, 
his elbeution homely, tedious, obscure, <ind em- 
barrassed. The fervour of his spirit frequently 
prompted him to rise in the house ; i^ut he was 
not heard with attention : His name, for above two 
years, is not to be found oftener than ’‘twice nn any 
committee ; and those committees, ’into which he 
was admitted, were chosen for affairs which would 
more interest the zealots than the men of business. 
In comparison of the eloquent speakers and fine 
gentlemen of the house, he was entirely overlooked ; 
and his friend Hambden alone was acquainted with 
the depth |(pf his genius, and foretold thal, if a civil 
war should e«sue, he would soon Tise to eminence 
and distinction. 
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Cromwei L himself seems to have been conscious 


where his strength lay ; and partly from that motive, 
partly from the uncontrollable fury of his zeal, he 
always joined that party which pushed every thing 
to extremities against the’ King. He was active in 
promoting the famous remonstrance, which was the 
signal for all the ensuing commotions ; and when, 
after a long debate, it was carried by a small ma- 
jority, he told Lord Falkland, that if the questioh 
'had been lost, he was resolvers next .day to have 
converted into ready money the remains of his for- 
tune, and immediately to have left the kingdom. 
Nor was this resolution, he said, peculiar to him- 
self : Many, others of his party he knew to be 
equally determined. 

Hk 
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CHAP. He was no less than forty-three yewns of 

when he first embraced the military professiojj.; and 
1653. hy force of genius, without any master, ft^jaaon 
became an excellent ofiicer; though perhaps he 
never reached the fame of a convsummate com- 
mander. He raised a troop of horse; fixed his 
quarters in Cambridge ; exerted great severity^o- 
wards that university, which zealously adhered to 
the royal party ; and showed himself a man who 
would.go all lengths in favour of that cause which 
he had espoused. He would not allow his soldiers 
to perplex theiiiheads with |hose subtleties of fight- 
ing by the Knag’s authority against his person^ a^ 
of obeying ms Majesty’s commands signified by b^^ 
houses of parliament ; He plainly told them th|^ 
if he met the King in battle, he would fire a pi^ 
in his face as readily as against any other rnatii^ 
troop of horse he soon augmented to a regimen^ ; 
and he first instituted that discipline and inspired 
that spirit, which rendered the parliamentary armies 
in the end* victorious. “Your troops,” said he to 
Hambden, * according to his own accoqpt”, “arc 
“ most of them old decayed serving i»en and tap- 
“ Stefs, and such kind of fellows ; the King’s forces 
“ are composed of gentlemen’s, younger sons and 
“ persons of good quality. And do you think 
“ that the mean spirits of such base and low fel- 
“ lows as ours will ever be able to encounter gen- 
“ tiemen,' that have honour and courage and reso- 
“ lution in them ? You must get men of spirit, 
“ and take it not ill that 1 say, of a spirit that is. 
“ likely to go as far as gentlemen will go, or else 1 
“ am sure you will still be beaten, as you have 
“ hitherto bgen, ip every encounter.” He did as ' 
he pioposed. He inlisted the sons of freeholders 
and farmers. He carefully invited into his regiment 
all the zealous fanatics throughout England. Wheji 


Confcretice held 5»l Whitehall. 
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they were collected in a body, their enthusiastic chap. 
spirit still rose to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from 
his own natural character, as well as from policy, ”155^ 
was sftfficiently inclined to increase the flame. He 
preached, he prayed, he fought,, he punished, he 
rewarded. The wild enthusiasm, together with va- 
lour and discipline, still propagated itself ; and all 
men cast their eyes on so pious and so successful a 
leader. From low commands he rose with great 
rapidity to be really the first, though in appearance 
only the second, in the army. By fraud and vio- 
lence, he soon rendered himself th^ fijst in the state. 

In proportion to the increase of his authority, his 
talents always seemed to expand themselves ; and 
he displayed every day new abilities, wvhichjbad lain 
dormant till the very emergence by^kvhich they were 
called, forth into action. All Europe stood asto- 
nish^jto see a nation so turbulent and unruly, who, 
for Q|me doubtful encroachments on their privileges, 
had ^throned and murdered an excellent Prince, 
descended from a long line of monarchs, jiow at last 
subdued |nd reduced to slavery by one,’ who, a few 
years betor^ was no better than a private gentle- 
man, whose nam'e was not known in the nation, and 
who was little regarded even in that low sphere to 
which he had always been confined. 

The indignation, entertained by the people against 
an authority founded on such manifest usurpation, 
was not so violent as might naturally be* expected. 
Congratulatory addresses, the first of the kind, 

.were made to Cromwell by the fleet, by the arnay, 
even by many of the chief corporations and counties 
of England ; but especially by the several congrega- 
tions of saints, dispersed throughout ^the kingdom.’’ 

The royalists, though they could not love the man 
who had embrued his hands in the blood of theif 

p See MUtou’f; StaAe Pa^iers. 

VOL. vir.* Q Sovereign, 
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CHAP. SovereigH, expected more lenity from him, than from 
i-xt- the jealous and in^erious republicans who^ had hi- 
; therto governed. The presby terians were pleased to 
see those men, by whom they had been outwitted and 
expelled, now in their turn expelled and outwitted by 
their own servant ; and they applauded him for this 
last act of violence upon the parliament. These two 
parties composed the bulk of the nation, and kept 
the people in some tolerable temper. All men like- 
wise, harassed with wars and factions, were glad to 
see any prpspect of settlement : And they deemed 
it less ignomipi^s to subnut to a person of such 
admirable taints and capacity, than to a few ignoble 
enthusiastic ll^pociites, who, under the name of a 
republic, had reduced them to a cruel subjection., 
The republicans, being dethroned by Cromwell, 
were the party whose resentment he had the greatest 
reason to apprehend. That party, besides the,|nde- 
pendents, contained two sets of men, who are^ii^m* 
ingly of the most opposite principles, but whff weilB 
then unitedLbjj a similitude of genius and ol" cha(b 
racter. The first and most numerous ^vere tljo 
millenarians, or fifth monarchy men, \pho insisted* 
that dominion being founded in grace, all distinqi^ 
tion in magistracy must be abolished, except wh^t 
arose from piety and holiness ; who expected sup- 
denly the second coming of Christ upon earth; ajiid 
who pretended, that the saints in the mean wy^e, 
that is, themselves, were alone entitled to goylka. 
The second were^the deists, who had no other oJjfect 
than political liberty, who denied entirely the^ii^h. 
of revelation, and insinuated, that all the va^^us 
secte, so heated against each other, weri^ ^kc 
founded 'in foljy and in error. Men of sud| daring 
geniuses were not contented with the an|^nt and 
regal forms of civil government ) but chi^enged a 
degree of freedom beyond what they expected, ever 
to enjoy under any monarchy. Marti Challoner, 

Harrington, 
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Harrington, Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, were esteem- 
ed the heads of this small division. 

Ti^e deists were perfectly hated by Cromwell, be- 
cause he had no hold of enthusiasm, by which he 
could govern or over-reach them ; he therefore 
treated them with great rigour and disdain, and 
usually denominated them the heathens. As the 
millenarians had a great interest in the army, it was 
much more important for, him to gain ‘their confi- 
dence; and their size of understandirig afforded him 
great facility in deceiving them- Of late years, it 
had been so usual a topic of conver|ati6n to discourse 
of parliaments and councils and senates, and the sol- 
diers themselves had been so ‘much accustomed to 
enter into that spirit, that Cromwdl thoi^ht it re- 
quisite to establisii something which might bear the 
face of a commonwealth. He supposed, that God, in 
his providence, had thrown the whole right, as well 
as p^er, of government into his hands ; and with- 
out any more ceremony, by the advice of his coun- 
cill&f officers, he sent summons to ,a hundred and 
twdtty-|jight persons of different towns’and counties 
of Bnglanck, to five of Scotland*, to six of Ireland*. 
Hc^retended, by his sole act and deed, to ‘devolve 
upon these the whole authority of the state. "This 
legislative power ‘they wejj|p to exercise during fifteen 
months, and they were afterwards to choose the same 
number of persons who might succeed them in that 
high and important offifie. ^ * ■» 

There were great numbers at that time, who 
made it a principle always to adhere to any power 
which was uppermost, and to support the esta- 
blishC4 government. This maxim is not peculiar to 
the people of that fige ; but what mpy be* esteemed 
peculiar to themes, that there prevailed a hypocri- 
tical phrase for e!^essing so prudential a conduct: 
It was called a waiting upon Providence. When 
Providence, therefore, was so kind to bestow mr 
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CHAP, these men, npw assembled together, the supreme 
I'Xl. authority, they must have been very ungrateful, if, 
1*1 their turn, they had been wanting in complai- 
4th July, sance towards her. They immediately voted them- 
selves a parliament ; and having their own consent, 
as well as that of Oliver Cromwell, for their legisla- 
tive authority, they now proceeded very gravely to 
the exercise of it. 

In this notable asserpbly were some persons of 
the rank of gentlemen ; but the far greater part 
were low me^anics ; fifth monarchy men, anabap- 
tists, antinomiau^, independents; the very dregs 
of the fanatics. They began with seeking God 
by prayer : This office was performed by eight 
or ten gifted ihen of the assembly; and with so 
much success, that, according ta the confession 
of all, they had never before, in any of their 
devotional exercises, enjoyed so much of the 
holy spirit as was then communicated to them.1 
Their hearts were, no doubt, dilated when they 
considered "th^ high dignity to which they $api$ 
posed themSelves exalted. They had ly?cn told 
by Cromwell, in his first discourse, thjA he never 
looked "to see such a day, when Christ shouM 
be so owned.'^ They thought it, therefore, -the^ 

‘ du^ 

1 Pari. Hist. vol. xx. p, 1B2. ^ 

*■ These are Uis expressions; Jud^ied, I have but one word 
to say to you, tliougliR in that perhaps [ shall show my weaknjii^; 

It IS by way ol enrjoiiragement to you in this work ; give me leairf to 
begin thus ; J confes.s 1 never looked to have seen such a day a.sSis, 

« It may be r.or you neither, when Jesus Christ should be so ownedJWi^ 
:sat this day and in this work. Jesus Christ is owned this day by -tour 
“ call, and you own him by your willingness to appear for hiiii,;an<l you 
‘ manifest this as far as poor creel ares can do) to be a day of %e power 
u will remember that scripture, he maUe^ii^^jdc 
^ willing ui Jnjf of his power. God manifest^ it to be the of the 
^ piHvcr of Christ, having through so much ^fd and so mijlh'^ trial as 
/: 's been upon this he makes this die of the greati^^tnercies, 

next to his own son, to have his people called to the suprei^ Authority. 

% God Jiath owned son, and hath own§d you, and hath made you to 
own I confeil^^ never looked to have seen such a dhy ; I did not.” 

T supi>o.**e 



• tHE COMMONWEALTH. 

duty to proceed to a thorough reformation, and to 
pave the way for the reign of the Redeemer, and for 
that gyeat work which, it was expected, the Lord 
was to bring forth among them. All fanatics being 
consecrated by their own fond irhaginations, natu- 
rally bear an antipathy to the ecclesiastics, who 
claim a peculiar sanctity, derived merely from 
their office and priestly character. This parlia- 
ment took into consideratvin the abolition of the 
clerical function, as savouring of popery ; and the 
taking away of tithes, which they called a relick 
of Judaism. Learniuj|i also, and the universities, 
were deemed heathenish and unnecessary : The 
common law was denominated a badge of the con- 
quest and of Norman slavery ; and fney threatened 
the lawyers with a total abrogation of their pro- 
fession. Some steps were even taken towards an 
abolition of the chancery % the highest court of 
judicature in the kingdom ; and the Mosaical law 
was landed to be established as the sole system of 
Engl^ jurisprudence. ‘ . •* 

OFialh the extraordinary schemes adopted by 
these legislators, they had not leisure to finish any, 
except that which established the legal solemnization 
of marriage by the civil magistrate alone, without 
the interposition -of the c^rgy. They found them- 
selves exposed to the derision of the public. Among 
the fanatics of the house, there was an active 
ihember, much noted *for his Iqng pi'hyefs, ser- 
mons, and harangues. He was a leather-seller in 
London : His name, Praisc-God Barebone. This 


I suppose at this passage he cried : For he was ver^ much gjven to weep- 
ing, and could at any time shod abundance of tears. Che rest of the speech 
may be seen among Milton^s Papers, page 106. It is very curious, 
and full of the same obscurity, infusion, embarrassment, and absurdity, 
which appear in almost all Oliver’s productions. 

" Whitlocke, p. 543. 548. ‘ Conference held at Whitehall. 
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ridiculous name, which seems to have been chosen 
by some poet or allegorist to suit so ridiculous a per- 
sonage, struck the fancy of the people ; and^ they 
commonly affixed to this assembly the appellation 
of Barebone’s parliament.” 

The Dutch ambassadors endeavoured to enter 
into negotiation with this parliament ; but though 
protestants and even presbyterians, they met with a 
bad reception from those who pretended to a sanc- 
tity so -much superior. The Hollanders were re- 
garded as'- -whrldly-minded men, intent only on 
commerce and* industry ; whom it was fitting the 
saints should<rfirst extirpate, ere they undertook 
that great work, to which they believed them- 
selves destined by Providence, of subduing Anti- 
christ, the man* of sin, and extending, to the 
uttermost bounds of the earth, the kingdom of the- 


“ It was usual for the pretendod saints at that time to change their 
names from Henry, Edward, Anthony, William^ which they t^ardedf 
as heathenish, in#o others more sanctified and godly; Even tw. Ne^ 
Testament names/ James, Andrew, John, Peter, were not held, in sue® 
regard as those which were borrowed from the Old Testamt^-^, Ilezekiam 
llabbakuk, Joshua, Zerobabel. Sometimes a whole godly sentence wip 
adopted as'a name. Here are the names of a jury said to be enclosed 
the^county of Sussex about that time. 


Accepted, Trevor of Norsham. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. 
Faint not, Hewit of Ilealhlield. 
Make Peace, Heaton of Hare. 

God Reward, Smart of Five- 
hurst. * 

Standfast on High, Sftinger of 
Crowhurst. 

Earth, Adams of Warble ton. 
rallied, Lower of the same. 

Kill Sin, Pimple of Witham. 


IV 

k 


Return, Sp^Iman of Watling. 
Faithful,' Joiner of Britling, 
ly Debate, Roberts of the same. 
Fight, the good Fight of Fsdt) 
White of Eraer. 

Mbre Fruit, Fowler of East Hd 

-L 

Hope for, Bending of the same. *^ 
Graceful, Harding of Lewes. ' ''r 
Weep not, Billing of the same. 
Meek, Brewer of Okeham. ^ 


S 3 Erome’s TLia-yels into England, p. 279. " Cromwell,’' says Clere^nd, 
‘‘ hath boat n]f> his d^ms clean through the Old Testament. * 

of our Saviour by the means of his rejj^ent. 


‘‘dersrn the genealogy 

« T1k(> muster-matter has no other lisl^ than the first chapter of St. 

Matthew." Ttie broJliCr of this Praise-god Barebone had fqjtriftme, 
if fwd not died for t/ou, you had been damned^ Bareh0ie, 

the people, tired of tins long name, retained only the 
comy^f->Ty gave him the appellation of Damned Barebone. 

"'A-.. 


But 

last vford, and 

% 
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Redeemer,* The ambassadors finding themselves 
proscribed, not as enemies of England, but of 
Chris^ remained in astonishment, and knew not 
which was most to be admired, the implacable spirit 
or egregious folly of these pretended saints. 

Cromwell began to be ashamed of his legislature. 
If he ever had any design in summoning so pre- 
posterous an assembly, beyond amusing the populace 
and the army, he had intended to alarm the clergy 
and lawyers; and he had so far succeeded as to 
make them desire any other government, which 
might secure their professions, njpv^ brought into 
danger by these desperate fanatics. C^romwell him- 
self was dissatisfied, that the' parli^ent, though 
they had derived all their authority frQin him, 
began to pretend power from the Lord^ and to 
insist already on their divine commission. He had 
been careful to summon in his writs several per- 
sona* ^entirely devoted to him. By concert, these 
metii^ly ; and it was mentioned by some among 
theinf that the sitting of this parliament any longer 
would b%of no service to the nation. They hastened, 
therfOre, t« Cromwell, along .with Rouse, their 
speaker ; and, by a formal deed or assignment, re- 
stored into hi.s hands that supreme authority which 
they had so lately received from him. General 
Harrison and about tweuJy more remained in the 
house ; and that they might prevent the reign of 
the saints from coming to an untimely etd, they 
placed one Moyer in the chair, and began to draw 
up protests. They were soon interrupted by Colonel 
White, with a party of soldiers. He asked them 
what they did there ? “ We are seeking the Lord,” 
said they. “ Then |i(|u ma,y go elsewhere,” re- 
plied he; “ For to certain knowledge, he has 
“ not been here these many years.” 


" Thurloe, vol. i. p. 273. 591. . Also S'uWw, p. 91, 92. 

* Thurlllp, vol. i. p. 393. 
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CHAP. The military being now in appearance, as well 
as in reality, the sole power which prevailed in the 
jgjg nation, Cromwellthoughtfittoindulge inanewfancy : 
For he seems not to have had any deliberate {llan in 
all these alterations. Lambert, his creature, who, 
under the appearance of obsequiousness to' him, 
indulged an unbounded ambition, proposed in a 
council of officers to adopt another scheme of go- 
vernment, and to temper the liberty of a common- 
wealth J)y the authority of a single person, who 
should be .known by the appellation of Protector. 
Cromwell WUhout delay, he prepared what was caljed th^ 
made Pro- instrumefit of ^overmnmt, containing the plan 
lector. legislature ;• and as it was supposed to bg 

agreeable to the general, it was immediately vot^ 
by the council of officers. Cromwell was declar^ 
Protector ; and with great solemnity installed m 
that high office. ^ 

So little were these men endowed with the s^p^t 
of legislation, that they confessed, or rather b o^ i^ 
that they had jemployed only four days in drawiK 
this instrument, by which the whole govemmen^lbf 
three kingdoms was pretended to be re^ulate^ Ujifil 
adjusted to all succeeding generations. There ]& 
pears no difficulty in believing fjiem ; when ii^s 
considered how crude and undigested a syste^Sf 
civil polity they endeavoured to establish. , 'ffie 
chief articles of the instrument are these ; A cou^il 
was appointed, which was* not to exceed t^e^y- 
one, nor be less than thirteen, persons. The’^ Apre 
to enjoy their office during life or good beh^i^ir ; 
and in case of a vacancy, the remaining Bombers 
named three, of whom the Protector c&e ^ne. 
The Protector was appointe^upreme maSrate of 
the commonwealth; In his->name was j^J^ustice 
to be administered , from him were all n^istracy 

f nd honours derived ; he had the power ^ardon- 
ig al 1 crimes, excepting murder and' treason ; 
to -.um tne benefit of all lorfeitures devolved. 

The 
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The right of peace, war, and alliance, rested- in hitn; chap. 
but in these particulars he was to act by the advice 
and w^th the consent of his council. The power of ^^53^ 
the sword Was vested in the Protector jointly with 
the parliament, while it was sitting, or with the 
council of state in the intervals. He was obliged to 
summon a parliament every three years, and allow 
them ^ sit five months, without adjournment, proro- 
gation, or dissolution. The jjills, which they passed, 
were to be presented to the Protector for his^ssent ; 
but if within twenty days it were not obtained, they 
were to become laws by the authority alone of par- 
liament. A standing army for Gre^ Britain and 
Ireland was established, of 20,000 foot and 10,000 
horse; and funds were assigned for' their .support, 

Th^ were not to be diminished without the consent 
of Protector ; and in this article alone he as- 
sutlifed a negative. During the intervals of parlia- 
ment, the Protector and council had the power of 
ena^piing laws, which were to be valid till the next 
meeting of parliament. The chancejlor, treasurer> 
admiral,<ichief governors of Ireland ahd Scotland, 
and the chief justices of both the benches, must be 
chosen with the approbation of parliament ;* and in 
the intervals, with the approbation of the council, to 
be afterwards ratified by parliament. The Protector 
was to enjoy his office during life ; and on his death, 
the place was immediately to be supplied by the 
council. This was the’ instrument of government 
enacted by the council of officers, and solemnly sworn 
to by Oliver Cromwell. The council of state, named 
by the inllrumeht, fifteen men entirely devoted 
to the Protector, reason of the opposition 

among themselves in party and principles, mot likely 
ever to combine against him. 

Cromwell said that he accepted the dignity of 
Protector, merely that he might exert the duty of a 
constable, 4and preserve peace in the nation. Affairs 

indeed 
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GH AP. indeed were brought to that pass by the furious 
animosities of the several factions, that the extensive 
authority and even arbitrary power of son\p first 
magistrate was become a necessary evil, in order to 
keep the people from relapsing into blood and con- 
fusion. The independents were too small a party 
ever to establish a popular government, or intrust 
the nation, where they had so little interest, wjfh the 
free choice of its representatives. The presbyterians 
had adopted the violent maxims of persecution ; in- 
compatible at all times with the peace of society, 
much more with the wild zeal of those numerous 
sects which p|evailed among the people. The royal- 
ists were so much enraged by the injuries which 
they had^suffer'hd, that the other prevailing parties 
would neyer submit to them, who, they knew, were 
enabled, merely by the execution of the ancient 
laws, to take severe vengeance upon them. Mad 
Cromwell been guilty of no crime but this temporal^ 
usurpation, the plea of necessity and public gt>o4i 
which he alleged, might be allowed, in every vie\ffi4 
a reasonable ’excuse for his conduct. m vi*' 

During the variety of ridiculous an#distracfid 
scenes, \vhich the civil government exhibited in Ejl||- 
land, themilitary force was exerted with vigour, 
duct, and unanimity ; and never did the kingpin 
appear more formidable to all foreign nations. jMie 
English fleet, consisting of a hundred sail, am^^bi- 
manded*by Monk /ind Dean, ’and under them bylPen 
and Lawson, met, near the coast of Flanders, 4fith 
the Dutch fleet, equally numerous, and com^'aKlded 
by Tromp. The two i epublics -^ere hot inflli||iefl by 
any ration il antipathy, and t^mr interests v«y little 
interfered*; VeUfew battles have been disprn^ with 
more fierce and obstinate courage than were those 
many naval combats which were fought during this 
short, but violent war. The desire of remafnitig sole 
lords of the ocean animated' these states to an 

honourable 
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honourable emulation against each otlier. After a chap^ 
battle of two days, in the first of which Dean was 
killed,, the Dutch, inferior in the size of their ships, 
were obliged, with great loss, to retire into their 
harbours. Blake, towards the end of the fight, 
joined his countrymen with eighteen sail. The 
English fleet lay off the coast of Holland, and totally 
interrupted the commerce of that republic. 

The ambassadors whom ^he Dutch had sent over 
to England, gave them hopes of peace. But«as they 
could obtain no cessation of hostilities, the States, 
unwilling to suffer any longer the loss»and dishonour 
of being blockaded by the enemy, raa^e the utmost 
efforts to recover their injured’ honour. Never bn 
any occasion did the power and vigour o&that re- 
public appear in* a more conspicuoirs light. In a few 
weeks they had repaired and manned their fleet; 
andbthey equipped some ships of a larger size than 
any which they -had hitherto sent to sea. Tromp 
issiibd; out, determined again to fight the victors, and 
to die rather thgn td yield the contest. He met with 
the enenay, commanded by Monk ; and both sides 
immediately rushed into the combat. Tromp, gsd- July 29. 
lantly animating his men, with his sword drawn, was 
shot through the* heart with a musket ball. This 
event alone decided the battle, in favour of the 
English. Though near thirty ships of the Dutch 
were sunk and taken, they little regarded this loss 
coihpared with that of their brave.admiralr- 

Meanwhile the negotiations for peace were con- 
tinually advancing. The States, overwhelmed with 
the expense of the war, terrified by their losses 
and mortified by their defeats, were extremely de- 
sirous of an acconjuajodation with au enemy whom 
they found, by experience, too powerful for them. 

The King having* shown an inclination to serve on 
board their fleet ; though they expressed their sense 
of the honour intended them, they declined an 

offer 
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offer ’ which might inflame the quarrel with the 
English commonwealth. The great obstacle to the 
peace was found, not to be any animosity on tl^e part 
of the English ; but, on the contrary, a desire, too 
earnest, of union* and confederacy. Cromwell had 
revived the chimerical scheme of a coalition with the 
United Provinces ; a total conjunction of govern- 
ment, privileges, interests, and councils. This pro- 
ject appeared so wild tq the States, that they won- 
dered any man of sense could ever entertain it ; and 
they refused to enter into conferences with regard to 
a proposal, which could serve only to delay any 
practicable s<^.eme of accommodation. The peace 
was at last signed by Cromwell, now invested with 
the dignity of Protector ; and it proves sufficiently, 
that the .war had been impolitic, -since, after the 
most signal victories, no terms more advantageous 
could be obtained. A defensive league was mad0 
between the two republics. They agreed each of 
them to banish the enemies of the other ; those Wh# 
had been con<jerned in the maSsacrje of Amboyn* 
were to be ‘punished if any remained alfve ; the 
honour of the flag was yielded to ties English^; 
eighty-five thousand pounds were stipulated to l|e 
paid by the Dutch East India Company for losses 
which the English company had sustained ; and 
island of Polerone in the East Indies was promi|[^ 
to be ceded to the latter. 

CbomweIl, jeajous of the connections betwee| 
royal family and that of Orange, insisted onj 
parate article ; that neither the young Prin^Kli^r 
any of his family should ever be invested wit^lfce 
dignity of Stadtholder. The Province of Hc^iUld, 
strongly prejudiced against the office, whitsh ^ey 
e|teemed dangerous to liberty, secretly r^ifed 4 his 
e^jcle. The Protector, knowing that ftfie other 
would not be induced to m^e such a 
condessiou, w|is satisfied with this securi^. 

The 
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The Dutch war being successful, and the peace rea< chap. 
sonable^ brought credit to Cromwell’s administration. 

An act of justice, which he exercised at home, gave “7^4”" 
likewile satisfaction to the people ; though the regu- 
larity of it may, perhaps, appear •somewhat doubt- 
ful. Don Pantaleon Sa, brother to the Portuguese 
ambassador, and joined with him in the same com- 
mission^ , fancying himself to be insulted, came upon 
the exchange, armed and attended by several ser- 
vants. By mistake, he fell on a gentleman, wJbom he 
took for the person that had given him the offence ; 
and haying butchered him with maay wounds, he 
and all his attendants took shelter ijr the house of 
the Portuguese ambassador, who haa connived at 
this base enterprise.” The populace shrrounded the 
house, and threatened to set fire to it. Cromwell 
scn^t a guard, who seized all the criminals. They 
were brought to trial : And notwithstanding the 
oppoi^on of the ambassador, who pleaded the 
privilii^es of his office, Don Pantaleon was executed 
ou Tower-hill. The laws of nations were here plainly 
violated :^ut the crime committed by th^ Portuguese 
gentleman ■was, to the last degree, atrocious ; and 
the vigorous chastisement of it, suiting so -Well to 
the undaunted character of Cromwell, was univer- 
sally approved of at home, and admired among 
foreign nations. The situation of Portugal obliged 
that court to acquiesce ; and the ambassador soon 
after signed with the Protector a treaty of peace and 
alliance, which was very advantageous to the En- 
• glish commerce. 

Another act ‘of severity, but necessary in his 
situation, was, at the very^ame time, exercised by 
the Protector, in the cangtal punishn\ent of Gerard 
and Vowel, two royali®, who were accused of 
conspiring against his life. He had erected a high 
court of justice for their trial ; an infringement of 

y Thurloe* vol. ii. p. 429. * Ibid. vol. i. p. 616. 
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CHAP, thfi aooiieat laws, which at this time was become 
familiar, but one to which ho custom or precedent 
could reconcile the nation. Juries were found 
altc^etiier unmanageable. The restless Lilburn, for 
new offences, had been brought to a new trial ; and 
tmd been acquitted with new triumph and exulta- 
tion. If no other method of conviction had been 
devised during this illegal and unpopular govern- 
ment, all its enemies weye assured of entire impunity. 
A The J*rotector had occasion to observe the preju- 

pariia- diccs entertained against his government by the 
ment. disposition oftfthe parliament, which he summoned 
on the third^f September, that day of the year on 
which he gained his? two great victories of Dunbar 
and Wercestdr, and which he always regarded as 
fortunatj^ for him. It must be confessed, that, if we 
are left to gather Cromwell’s intentions from his in- 
strument of government, it is such a motley piec^ 
that we cannot easily conjecture, whether he seriously 
meant to establish a tyranny or a republic. On one 
hand, a first mfigistrate, in so extensive a govern ment, 
seemed necessary both for the dignity andtf^nquillity 
of the state; and •the authority, whid^’he assumed 
as Protector, was, in some respects, inferior to the 
prerogatives, which the laws intrusted and still 
intrust to the King. On the other hand, the legis- 
lative power, which he reserved to himself and 
council, together with so great an army, independent 
of the-^patliamept, were bad prognostics of his 
intention to submit to a civil and legal constitution. 
But if this were not his intention, the method in 
which he distributed and condudfed the elections, 
being so fvivourable to liberty, forms an inconsistency 
whieh iSf not §asily accou^ed for. He diprjteed of 
, tfeir right of election all wfe small boroug||is;‘ places 

the most exposed to influence and cor^|||iipPti«n. Of 
400 members, v hich represented Englaj|l, ^0 were 
cl^en by the counties. Thfe rest wer^ elected by 
and the more considerable corporations. 
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The Tower populace too, so easily guided or deceived, 
were excluded from the elections : An estate of 200 
pounds value was necessary to entitle any one to a 
vote. *The elections of this parliament were couf 
ducted with perfect freedom ; and, excepting that 
such of the royalists as had borne arms against the 
parliament and all their sons were excluded, a more 
fair representation of the people could not be de- 
sired or expected. Thirty members were returned 
from Scotland ; as many from Ireland. 

The Protector seems to have been disappointed, 
when b^ found that all these precautioss, which were 
probably nothing but covers to his amlution, had not 
procured him the confidence ofthe public. Though 
Cromwell’s administration was less oflious to every 
party, than that.of any other party*, yet was it en- 
tirely acceptable to none. The royalists had been 
■ instructed by the King to remain quiet, and to cover 
thems^ves under the appearance of republicans; and 
they.^und in this latter faction such inveterate 
hatre^jligainst the Protector, that they could not 
wish for ^ore zealoiis adversarie's to his authority. 
It wa^ ma’iitained by them, that the pretence of 
liberty and popular election was but a new ’artifice 
of this great deceiver, in order to lay asleep the 
deluded nation, and give himself leisure to rivet their 
chains more securely upon them: That in the in- 
strument of government be openly declared his 
intention of still retaining the same^fnercebeiey army, 
by whose assistance he had subdued the ancient 
. established government, and who would with less 
scruple obey him^ in overturning, whenever he should 
please to order them, that new system, which he 
himself had been pissed to mode^: That being 
sensible of the dangsau^ad uncertainty of all military 
government, he endea\i|ured to intermix some ap- 
pearance, and but an appearance, of civil administra- 
tion, and to balance the army by a seeming consent 
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CHAP, of the people. That the absurd trial, which he 
♦ had made, of a parliament elected by himself, ap- 
pointed perpetually to elect their successors, plainly 
proved, that he aimed at nothing but temporary 
expedients, w^as* totally averse to a free republican 
government, and possessed not that mature and deli- 
berate reflection, which could qualify him to act the 
part of a legislator : That his imperious character, 
which had betrayed itsejf in so manjr incidents, could 
never seriously submit to legal limitations; nor 
would tho very image of popular government be 
longer upheld* than while conformable to his arbi- 
trary will ap^ pleasure : And that the best policy 
was to oblige him to take off the mask at once ; and 
either submit Entirely to that parliament, which he 
had summoned, t)r, by totally rejecting its authorityj 
leave himself no resource but in his seditious and 
enthusiastic army. : 

In prosecution of these views, the parliament, hav-. 
ing heard the Protector’s speech, three hours long| 
and having (;hosen Lenthal for their speaker, £qfmedi| 
atelyenteredinto a discussion of thcpreten^d instru- 
ment of government, and of that autltority which 
Cromwell, by the title of Protector, had assumed oV^r 
the nation. The greatest liberty was used in arraigning 
this new dignity; and even the personal character and 
conduct of Cromwell escaped not without censure. 
The utmost that could be obtained by the officers 
and by the court party, for so they were called, was to 
protract the debate by arguments and long speeches, 
and prevent the decision of a question, which, they . 
were sensible, would be carried %ainst them by a 
great majority. The Protector, surprised ;'and en- 
raged at this rgractory spirit in the parliameztl, which 
however he had so much reason to expectk sent for 
them to the painted chamber, and with an air of 

A' ' 


“ Thurloe, vol. ii.p. 588. 


great 



, THE COMMONWKAE’ril. 

great authority inveighed against their conduct. 
He told them, that nothing could be more absurd 
than |pr them to dispute his title ; since the same 
instrument of government which made them a par- 
liament, had invested him with (he protectorship ; 
that some points in the new constitution were sup- 
posed to be fundamentals, and were not, on any 
pretence, to be altered or disputed ; that among 
these were the government ,pf the nation by a single 
person and a parliament, their joint authority over 
the army and militia, the succession of new parlia- 
ments, .and liberty of conscience ; and that, with re- 
gard to these particulars, there was r^erved to him 
a negative voice, to which, in the other circum- 
stances of government, he confessed liimself nowise 
entitled. - ' 

The Protector now found the necessity of exact- 
ing a security which, had he foreseen the spirit of 
the h^use, he would with better grace have required 
at thteir first meeting. He obliged the members 
to sifp a recognition of his authority, 'and an en- 
gagement not to propose or consent lo any alter- 
ation in thc^overmnent, as it was settled in a single 
perscfet and a parliament ; and he placed guards at 
the door of the house, who allowed none but sub- 
scribers to enter. • Most of the members, after some 
hesitation, submitted to this condition ; but retained 
the same refractory spirit which they had discovered 
in their first debates. The instnimcnt oi-'govern- 
ment was taken in pieces, and examined, article by 
article, with the most scrupulous accmracy : Very 
free topics were 'Advanced with the general appro- 
bation of the house: And during the whole course of 
their proceedings, they neither sent, up ofte bill to 
the Protector, nor t<>Q|| any notice of him. Being 
informed,, that coni^piricies were entered into be- 
tween the members and some malcontent officers, 

^ Thuiloe^ vol. ii, p. ()20. 
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CHAP, he hastened to the dissolution of so dangerous an 
assembly. By the instrument of government, to 
which he had sworn, no parliament could Ije dis- 
solved till it had sitten five months ; but Cromwell 
pretended, that a liionth contained only twenty-eight 
days, according to the method of computation prac- 
tised in the paying the fleet and army. The full 
time, therefore, according to this reckoning, being- 
elapsed, the parliament, was ordered to attend the 
Protector, who made them a tedious, confused, angry 
harangue, and'disraissed them. Were we to judge 
of Cromwell’s ‘capacity by this, and indeed by all 
his other comjfositions, we should be apt to enter- 
tain no very favourable idea of it. But in the great 
variety of human geniuses, there are some which, 
though they sec*their object clearly and distinctly, 
in general, yet, when they come to unfold its parts 
by discourse or writing, lose that himinous concep- 
tion which they had before attained. All accountji 
agree in a.scribing to Cromwell, a tiresome, darl^ 
unintelligible «locution, even when he had no iif* 
tention to disguise his meaning : Yet fto ni-an^S 
actions were evef, in such a varietj^of difticuk 
incidents, more decisive and judicious. 

The electing of a discontented parliament is a 
proof of a discontented nation : The angry and ab- 
rupt dissolution of that parliament is always suro to 
increase the general discontent. The member^ of 
this asscmblj^ returning to their counties, pr^a- 
gated that spirit of mutiny which they had existed 
in the house. Sir Harry Vain; and the old r«^ul'- 
licans, who maintained the hulissoluble aut^rity 
of the long parliament, encouraged the nUj^uirs 
against i.he present usurpation ; though they' acted 
so cautiously as to give tli^. Protector .^no/handle 
against them. V/ildman and some othiii^of that 
party carried sfril farther thei? conspira<*ieif against 
the Projector s authority. The royalist.'i, observing 
ill will towards the establishment, could 
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no longer be retained in subjection; but fancied 
that every one who was dissatisfied like them, had 
also Q^nbraced the same views and inclinations. 
They did not consider that the old parliamentary 
party, though many of them wei’e displeased with 
Cromwell, who had dispossessed them of their 
power, were still more apprehensive of any success 
to the royal cause ; whence, besides a certain pros- 
pect of the same consequence, they had so much 
reason to dread the severest vengeance for their past 
transgressions. * • 

In concert with the King a consffiracy, was en- 
tered into by the royalists throughou%England, and 
a day of general rising appointed. Information of 
this design was conveyed to Cromwell. «The Pro- 
tector’s administration was extreTnely vigilant.' — 
Thurloe, his secretary, had spies every where. 
Manning, who had access to the King’s family, 
kept a regular correspondence with him. And it 
wa% not difficult to obtain intelligence of a con- 
fed^^cy, so generally ditfused amoag^h party who 
valffld Aemselves more on zeal and courage, than 
on secrecy* and sobi'iety. Many of the royalists 
wei^h throvm into prison. Others, on the approach 
of the day, were terrified with the danger of the 
undertaking, and’ remained at home. In one place 
alone the conspiracy broke into action. Penruddoc, 
Groves, .Jones, and otjier gentlemen of the west, 
entered Salisbury with about 200 Jiorsc ;*ai‘the very 
time when the sheriff and judges were holding the 
assizes. These;fhey made prisoners ; and they pro- 
claimed the King. Contrary to their expectations, 
they received no aceessicn of force ; so prevalent 
wgs the terror of the established government. Hav- 
ing in vhih wandl^rfecV about for some time, they 
were totally disfcouiflged; and one troop of horse 
was able at last to suppress them. The leaders of 
the conspiracy, being taken prisoners, were capitally 

R 2 punished. 
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CHAP, punished. The rest were sold for slaves, and trans- 
ported to Barbadoes. 

1655. subduing of this insurrection, \Yhich, 

by the boldness of the undertaking, struck at first 
a great terror into the nation, was a singular felicity 
to the Protector ; who could not, without danger, 
have brought together any considerable body of his 
mutinous army, in order to suppress it. The very 
insurrection itself he regarded as a fortunate event ; 
since it ‘proved the reality of those conspiracies, 
which his enemies, on every occasion, represented 
as mere fictions, invented to colour his tyrannical 
severities. H^resolved to keep no longer any terms 
with the royalists, wlio, though they were not per- 
haps the most Tinplacable of his enemies, were those 
whom he could*oppress under the most plausible 
pretences, and who met with least countenance and 
protection from his adherents. He issued an edict, 
with the consent of his council, for exacting thd 
tenth penny from that whole party ; in order, as he- 
pretended, tb make them pay the expenses to which 
their mutinous disposition continually exjjfi'scd the 
public. Without regard to compositionf, articles of 
capitulation, or acts of indemnity, all the royalists, 
however harassed with former oppressions, were 
obliged anew to redeem themselves by great sums 
of money'; and many of them were reduced by these 
multiplied disasters to extreme poverty. Whoever 
was known *to be disaffected, or even lay under any 
suspicion, though no guilt could be proved against 
him, was exposed to the new exaction. 

1 \ order to raise this imposition, which com- 
monly passed by the name of decimation, the Pro- 
tec or instibited twelve major-generals; andt divided 
the whole kingdom of England into so ipany mili- 
tary jurisdictions. ' These men, assisted by cona* 
missioners, had power to subject whom thay pleased 
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to decimation, to levy all the taxes imposed^by the 
Protector and his council, and to imprison any per- 
son wjio should be exposed to their jealousy or sus- 
picion ; nor was th^re any appeal from them but to 
the Protector himself and his council. Under co- 
lour of these powers, which were sufficiently exor- 
bitant, the major-generals exercised an authority 
still more arbitrary, and acted as if absolute masters 
of the property and persoji of every subject. All 
reasonable men now concluded, that the very.masque 
of liberty was thrown aside, and that ’the nation 
was fop ever subject to military and despotic govern- 
ment, exercised not in the legal mr^pner of Euro- 
pean nations, but accoi’ding to the maxims of eastern 
tyranny. Not only the supreme magistrate t) wed his 
authority to illegal force and usurpation : He had 
parcelled out the people into so many subdivisions of 
slavery, and had delegated to his inferior ministers 
the same unlimited authority which he himself had 
so violently assumed. 

A'iSdvERNMENT totally military an(J*despotic is 
almost stH’e, after some time, to fall into impotence 
and laiiguoi*: But when it immediately succeeds a 
legal constitution, it may, at first, to foreign na- 
tions, appear very vigorous and active, and may 
exert With more finanimity that power, spirit, and 
riches, which had been acquired under a better 
form. It seems now proper, after so long an m- 
terval, to look abroad ' to the general stSife of Eu- 
rope, and to consider the measures which England 
■ at this time embraced in its negotiations with the 
neighbouring Princes. The pioderate temper and 
unwarlike genius of the two last Princes, the ex- 
treme difficulties under which they labbured at 
home, and the great security which they enjoyed 
from foreign enemies, had rendered them negligent 
of the transactions on$he continent; and England, 
during their reigns, had been in a manner <^vet’- 
looked in the general system of Europe. 1 he bold 
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CHAP, and restless genius of the Protector led him to ex- 
T-XI. tend his alliances and enterprises to every part of 
■ Christendom ; and partly from the ascendant of his 
magnanimous spirit, partly from the situation of 
foreign kingdoms', the weight‘d of England, even 
under its most legal and bravest Princes, was never 
more sensibly felt than during this unj ust and vio- 
lent usurpatioh. 

A WAK of thirty years, the most signal and most 
destructive that had appeared in modern annals, 
was at last- finished in Germany*’ ; and by the treaty 
of Westphalia," were composed those fatal quarrels 
which had be^'n excited by the Palatine's precipitate 
acceptance of the crown of Bohemia. The young 
Palatine* was "restored to part of his dignities and 
of his dominions. ' The rights, privileges, and au- 
thority of the several members of the Germanic 
body were fixed and ascertained : Sovereign Princes 
and free states were in some degree reduced to ols^- 
dience under laws : And by the valour of the her^ 
Gustavus, tho enterprises of the active llichelidiii, 
the intrigues of the artful Ma'zarine, wjs» in pait 
effected, after an infinite expense of bload and trea- 
sure, what had been fondly expected and loudly 
demanded from the feeble efforts of the pacific 
James, seconded by the scanty supplies of his 5ea- 
lous parliaments. 

Sweden, which had acquired by conquest large 
dominiorio”* in the north of Germany, was engaged 
in enterprises which promised her, from her success 
and valour, still more extensive acquisitions pn the • 
side both of Poland and of Denmark. Ctetfles X. 
who had mounted the*throne of that kingdom after 
the voluntary resignation of Christina, beihg stimu- 
lated by the fame of Gustavus, as well as by hla-^ 
own martial disposition,* carried his ^ri!q.Ue>'^'^& 

In 1648. e Tills, Princft, during the civil War.s, had 

much DPgltJCted his uncle, and paid court to the parliamerij:. He accepted 
of ' pension of £P000 a year from them, and took a place iti their aseembly 
,.r,4^vines. 
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arms to the south of the Baltic, and gained the 
celebrated battle of Warsaw, which had been obsti- 
nately disputed during the space of three days. The 
Protestor, at the time his alliance was courted by 
every power in Europe, anxiously courted the alli- 
ance of Sweden ; and he was fond of fornning a con- 
federacy with a protestant power of such renown, 
even though it threatened the whole north with con- 
quest and subjection. 

Th e transactions of the parliament and Protector 
with France had been various anr^ com’plicated. 
The emissaries of Richelieu had furn^shecl fuel to the 
flame of rebellion, when it first broke out in Scot- 
land ; but after the conflagration had^iffused itself, 
the French court, observing the materials to be of 
themselves sufl\ciently combustible, foumj it unne- 
cessary any longer to animate the British malecon- 
tents to an opj)osition of their sovereign. On the 
contrary, they offered their mediation for compos- 
ing tfiese intestine disorders ; and their ambassadors, 
from decency, pretended to act in congert with the 
court ofJEngland, and to receive difeetions from a 
Prince wij^i whom their master, was connected by 
so near an affinity. Meanwhile, Richelieu died ; 
and soon after him the French King, Louis XIII. 
leaving his son,, an infant four years old, and his 
widow, Anne of Austria, regent of the kingdom. 
Cardinal Mazarine succeeded Richelieu in the mi- 
nistry ; and the same general plan of po^cy, though 
by men of such opposite characters, was still con- 
tinued in the French councils. The establishment 
of royal authority, the reduction of the Austrian 
family, were pursued with ardour and success ; and 
every year brought an accession of torcc,and gran- 
deur to the French monarchy. N^t only battles 
were won, towns .ind fortresses taken ; the genius 
too of the nation seemed gradually to improve, and 
to compose itself to the spuit of dutiful obedience 
and of sfeadv enterprise. A Cond^, a Turenne,. 

were 
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CHAP, were I'oniied; and the troops, animated by their 
LXI. valour, and guided by their discipline, acquired 
165 A every day a greater ascendant over the Spaniards. 
All of a sudden, from some intrigues of the bourt, 
and some discontents in the courts of judicature, 
intestine commotions were excited, and every thing 
relapsed into confusion. But these rebellions of the 
French, neither ennobled by the spirit of liberty, 
nor disgraced by the fanatical extravagances which 
distinguished the British ’civil wars, were conducted 
with little bloodshed, and made but a small impres- 
sion on the ’miiids of the people. Though seconded 
by the force of Spain, and conducted by the Frince 
of Cond^, the^inalccontents, in a little time, Avere 
either expelleck or subdued ; and the French mo- 
narchy, Having Jost a few of its conquests, re- 
turned with fre.sh vigour to the acquisition of new 
dominion. 

The Queen of England and her son, Charles, 
during these commotions, passed most of their time, 
at Paris; an^ notwithstanding their near connection 
of blood, received but few civilities, and .still less 
support, from the prcncli court. Had J^hl Queeri- 
regent been ever so much inclined to assist the Eng- 
lish Prince, the disorders of her own affairs woul^> 
for a long time, have rendered such intentions ita- 
practicable. The banisheef Queen had a moderate 
pension assigned her; but it was so ill paid, artd 
her credit ran so low, that, one morning, when the 
Cardinal de Retz 'waited on her, she informed him 
that her daughter, the Princess Henrietta, was ob- 
liged to lie a-bed, for want of a fire to warm her. To 
such a condition was reduced, in the midst of Paris, 

:* Queen «/,f England, and daughter of Henry IV. of 
France ! < 

Fh e English parliament, however, having assumed 
the sovereignty of the state, resented the counte- 
nance, cold as it was, which the French court gave* 
to tl: mfortunate monarch. On pretence of injuries, 
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of which the English niQrchants complained, they 
issued letters of reprisal upon the French; and 
Blake went so far as to attack and seize the whole 
squadfon of ships, which were carrying supplies to 
Dunkirk, then closely besieged by the Spaniards. 
That town, disappointed of these supplies, fell into 
the hands of the enemy. The Fi'ench ministers soon 
found it necessary to change their measures. They 
treated Charles with such affected indifference, that 
he thought it more decent to withdraw and prevent 
the indignity of being desired to leave .th§ kingdom, 
lie went first to Spaw, thence he retirf^d to Cologne; 
where he lived two years on a small pension, about 
0000 pounds a-year, paid him by ^he court of 
France, and on some contributions sent hinr by his 
friends in England. Inthemainagemwtof his family, 
he discovered a disposition to order and economy; 
and his temper, cheerful, careless, and sociable, was 
more than a sufficient compensation for that empire 
of which his enemies had bereaved him. Sir Edward 
Hyde, created lord chancellor, and theJHarquis of 
Ormond, Avere his chief friends and confidants. 

If the'rr^ich ministry had thought it prudent to 
bend under the English parliament, they deemed it 
still more necessary to pay deference to the Protector, 
when IfStassumed t}ie reins of government. Cardinal 
Mazarihe, by whom all the councils of France w'^ere 
directed, was artful and vigilant, supple and patient, 
false and intriguing ; desirous rather to prevail by 
dexterity than violence, and placin^his honour more 
.in the final success of his measures, than in the 
splendour and magnanimity of the means which he 
employed. Cromwell, by his imperious character, 
rather than by the advantage of his situation, ac- 
quired an ascendant over this man ; rfnd every pro- 
posal made by the Protector, however unreasonable 
in itself, and urged with whatever insolence, met 
with a ready compliance from the politic and timid 
• cardinal. 
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cardinal. Bourdeaux was sent over to England as 
minister; and all circumstances of respect were paid 
to the daring usurper, who had embrued hi| hands 
in the blood of his sovereign, a Prince so nearly re- 
lated to the royal family of France. With indefati- 
gable patience did Bourdeaux conduct this negotia- 
tion, which Cromwell seemed entirely to neglect ; 
and though privateers, with English commissions, 
committed daily depredations on the French com- 
merce, . Mazarine was content, in hopes of a fortu- 
nate issue, still to submit to these indignities. * 

The court« of Spain, less connected with the 
unfortunate j^iyal family, and reduced to greater 
distress than the French monarchy, had been still 
more farwarcT in her advances to the prosperous 
parliament and'Protector. Don Alonzo dc Carde- 
nas, the Spanish envoy, was the first public 
minister M^ho recognized the authority of the new 
republic ; and in return for this civility, Ascham w|iS 
sent envoy into Spain by the parliament. No soon||p 
had this Minister arrived in*Madrid, than some-iif 
the banished royalists, inflamed by thattnvetcrale 
hatred which animated the English factions, brfliice 
into hfs chamber, and murdered him, together wiitfi 
his secretary. Immediately they took sanctuary#!! 
the churches; and assisted by the general -favMr, 
which every where attended the royal cause, were 
enabled, most of them, to make their escape. 
Only one-*of the, criminals* sufi'ered death ; and the 
parliament seemed to rest satisfied with this atone- 
ment. 

Spain, at this time, assailed every where by 
vigorous enemies from without, and labouring under 


. ' llmrloe, vi'i. iii. p. 103. 619. 653. In tlie treaty, which was signed 
after long negotiation, the Protector’s name was inserted before the French 
King sin that copy which remained in England. Thurloo, ro}lll|. p. 116. 
See farther, vol. vii.p. 178. vS, 
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many internal disorders, retained nothing of her chap. 
former grandeur, except the haughty pride of her 
counsels, and the hatred and jealousy of her neigh- ~ ^ 
hours. Portugal had rebelled, and established her ‘ 
monarchy in the house of Braganza : Catalonia, 
complaining of violated privileges, had revolted to 
France: Naples was shaken with popular convul- 
sions: The Low Countries were invaded with su- 
perior forces, and seemed ready to ehange their 
master : The Spanish infantry, anciently sp formi- 
dable, had been annihilated by Conde in the fields 
of Rocroy : And though the same Prince, banished 
France, sustained, by his activity a,i;|d valour, the 
falling fortunes of Spain, he could only hope to 
protract, not prevent, the. ruin with wtich that 
monarchy was visibly threatened. 

Ha u Cromwell understood and regarded the inter- 
ests of his country, he would have supported the 
declining condition of Spain against the dangerous 
umbition of France, and preserved that balance of 
power, on which the greatness and ’security of 
tepglandi»o much depend. Had he studied only his 
own interests, he would have maintained an exact 
neutrality between those great monarchies ; nor 
would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and un- 
settlei^ower, by provoking foreign enemies, who 
might lend assistance to domestic faction, and over- 
turn his tottering throne. But his magnanimity un- 
dervalued danger : His active disposition, And avidity 
of extensive glory, made him incapable ol repose : 

And as the policy of men is continually warped by 
their temper, no sooner was peace made with Hol- 
land, than he began to deliberate what new enemy 
he should invade with his victorious arms.* 

The extensive empire and yet extreme weaki^ss 
of Spain in the West Indies; the vigorous course ‘ 
and great naval power of England ; were circum- 
stances which, wdien compared, excited the ambition 
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of the enterprising Protector, and made him hope 
that he might, by some gainful conquest, render for 
ever illustrious that dominion which he had assumed 
over his country. Should he iail of these durable 
acquisitions, the •Indian treasures, whicli must every 
year cross the ocean to reach Spain, were, he thought, 
a sure prey to the English navy, and would support 
his military force, without his laying new burthens on 
the discontented people^. From France a vigorous 
resistance'must be expected : No plunder, no con- 
quests, could be hoped for: The progress of his 
arms, even if attended with success, must there be 
slow and gr£||lual: And the advantages acquired, 
however teal, would be less striking to the multi- 
tude, wlvDm irwas his interest to allure. The royal 
family, so closdy connected with the French mo- 
narch, might receive great assistance from that 
neighbouring kingdom ; and an army of French 
protestants, landed in England, would be able,* ho 
dreaded, to unite the most opposite factions againstiv 
the presen t*usurpation. 

Tn ESE molives of policy were probably iiecondipi 
by his bigotted prejudices; as no humaA mind evtsif' 
contaiiifed so strange a mixture of sagacity and ab4 
surdity, as that of this extraordinary personage. The’ 
Swedish alliance, though much contrary to the in- 
terests of England, he had contracted merely from’ 
his zeal for protestantism ; and Sweden being 
closely coHSiected,with France, he could not hope to 
maintain that confederacy, in which he so much 
prided himself, should a rupture ensue between 
England and this latter kingdom. ‘ The hugoncts, 
bq expected, would meet with better treatment, 

■ ■ • ' 'ij- 

^ <icroanf of the negotiations with Trance and Spain, by 

ThiirJoe, vdJ„ i. p. 759, 

^ lie pumosed to Sweden a general league and confederacy of all ttc pro- 
testanf^. Whitlocke, p. 6?0. Thurloe, vol. vii. p. 1. In order tp^dge of 
the maxirns by which he conducted his ibreigii politics, see farther, Thuiioe, 
"ol. iv. p. ‘2%. 343. 443. vol. vii. p. 174. • 

'Thurloe col. i. p. 769. 
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while he engaged in a close union with their sove- 
reign. And as the Spaniards- were much more 
papisti| than the French, were much more exposed 
to the old puritanical hatred and had even erected 
the bloody tribunal of the inquisiti'on, whose rigours 
they had refused to mitigate on Cromwell’s solici- 
tation ; he hoped that a holy and meritorious war 
with such idolaters could not fail of protection from 
heaven. “ A preacher likewise, inspired, as was 
supposed, by a prophetic spirit, bid him ‘go and 
prosper : calling him a stone cut out ’of* the moun- 
tains without hands, that tvould break f he pride of the 
Spaniard, crush Antichrist, and niake^way for the 
purity of the Gospel over the tvhole world."" 

Actuated equally by these 4)igot{^, these am- 
bitious, and these interested motive:?, the Protector 
equipped two considerable squadrons; and wdiile he 
was making those preparations, the neighbouring 
states, ignorant of his intentions, remained m sus- 
pense, and looked with anxious expectation on what 
side the storm should discharge itself. Olie of these 
squadron# consisting of thirty capital slu'ps, was sent 
into the Mediterraneau under Blakb, whose fame was 
spread over Europe. No English fleet, except 
duripgithe Crusades, had ever before sailed in those 
seas; and from one extremity to the other, there was 
no c^val force, Christian or Mahometan, able to 
resist them. The Roman Pontiff, whose weakness 
and whose pride equally ’provoked ^ittackir, dreaded 
invasion from a power which professed the most 
hiveterate enmity against him, and which so little 
regulated its movements by the usual motives of 
interest and prudence. Blake, casting anchor before 
Eeghorn, demanded and obtained frojn the Duke 

^ Thurloe, vol. i. p. 759. ‘ ibid. 

™ Id. ibid. Don Alonzc said, that the Indian trade and the in- 
quisition were his master’s twd ^eyes, and the Protector insisted upon 
the putting out bath of them at bnco. 

" Carrington, p. 191. ” Bales. 
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CHAP, of Tuscany reparation for some losses which the 
English commerce had formerly sustained from 
1655 . him. He next sailed to Algiers, and compelled 
the Dey to make peace, and to restrain his piratical 
subjects from farther violences on the English. 
He presented himself before Tunis ; and having 
there made the same demands, the Dey of that 
republic bade .him look to the castles of Porto 
Farino and Goletta, a^d do his utmost. Blake 
needed *not to be roused by such a bravado : He 
drew his Ships close up to the castles, and tore 
them in piece§ with his artillery. He sent a nu- 
merous deta<4)ment of sailors in their long-boats 
into the harbqur, and burned every ship which lay 
there. This ,bold afctien, which its very temerity, 
perhaps, rendered safe, was executed with little loss, 
and filled all that part of the world with the renown 
of English valour. 

.lamaica The Other squadron was not equally successful. 

comiutred. commanded by Pen, and carried on board 

4000 men, under the command of Venables. About 
5000 more joined them from Barbadocc> and St. 
Christopher’s. Both these officers wePi inclined to 
the King’s service and it is pretended that Crdtn- 
well was obliged to hurry the soldiers on board,- ‘ in 
order to prevent the execution of a conspiracy which 
had been formed among them, in favour of the 
exiled faipily. •' The ill spccess of this enterprise 
may justlj^ be ascribed, as much to the injudicious 
schemes of the Protector, who planned it, as to the 
bad execution of the officers by whdm it was con-* 
ducted. I’he soldiers were the refuse of the whole 
army : The forces, inlisted in the West Indies, were 
the mosf profligate of mankind: Pen and Venables 
were ot incompatible tempers : The troops were?' 
not furnished with arms fit for such an expedition: : 
Their provisions were defective both in quantity 

• ‘ ' 
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and quality : All hopes of pillage, the best incentive 
to valour among such men, were refused the sol- 
diers qpd seamen : No directions or intelligence 
were given to conduct the officers in their enter- 
prise ; And at the same time they were tied down 
to follow the advice ol commissioners who discon- 
certed them in all their projects. ‘ 

It was agreed by the admiral and general to at- 
tempt St. Domingo, the onijj place of strength in the 
island of Hispaniola. On the approach of the English, 
the Spaniards, in a fright, deserted theif houses, and 
fled intO' the woods. Contrary to the opinion of 
Venables, the soldiers were disembarked, without 
guides, ten leagues distant from the^.to'vn. They 
wandered four days through the woods^sdtfeout pro- 
visions, and, what was still more intolerable in that 
sultry climate, without water. The Spaniards reco- 
vered spirit, and attacked them. The English, dis- 
couraged with the bad conduct of their officers, and 
scarcely alive from hunger, thirst, and fatigue? were 
unable“*lo resist. An incoirsiderable nqihber of the 
enemy the whole army to rout, killed 600 of 
them, aftd cilSised the rest on board their vessels. 

The finglish commanders, in order to atone as 
nihch as possible for this unprosperous attempt, bent 
their collide to .Tcimaica, which was surrendered' to 
them without a blow. Pen and Venables returned 
to'England, and were botji of them sent to the Tower 
by the Protector, who, though commonljT master of 
his fiery temper, was thrown into a violent passion 
■at this disappointment. He had made a conquest of 
greater importance than he was himself at that time 
aware of; yet was it much inferior to the vast 
projects which he had formed. He» gave’ orders, 
however, to support it by n»en and money; and that 
island has ever since remained in the hands of the 


^ ^ llnrchot s Naral History, 
HhhIop. vol. iii. p. 505. 


See also Cuvtc* • Collection, vol. ii. p. 46, 17. 
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CHAP. English; the chief acquisition which they owe to 
the enterprising spirit of Cromwell. 

1856 As soon as the news of this expedition^, which 
was an unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in 
Europe, the Spduiards declared war against Eng- 
land, and seized all the ships and goods of English 
merchants, of which they could make themselves 
masters. Theycommerce with. Spain, so profitable 
to the English,' was cut-off; and near 1500 vessels, 
it is computed’, fell in a few years into the hands of 
the enemy. * Blake, to whom Montague was now 
joined in comfnand, after receiving new orders, pre- 
pared himsel^for hostilities against the Spaniards. 

Several sea officers, having entertained scruples 
of consci^aige* with regard to the justice of the 
Spanish war, threw up their commissions and re- 
tired. ‘ No commands, they thought, of their su- 
periors, could justify a war, which was contrary to 
the principles of natural equity, and which the civil 
magistrate had no right to order. Individuals, they 
maintained', in resigning to the public their%atur4l 
liberty, could bestow on it only what tl?» y^ thei1|& 
selves were possessed of, a right ofe pe^rmiq^j 
lawful' actions, and could invest it with no'authq* 
rity of commanding what is contrary to the decrelH^ 
of heaven. Such maxims, though they seem rea- 
sonable, are perhaps too perfect for human nature ; 
and must lae regarded as one effect, though of the 
most innotent aod even honourable kind, of that 
spirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, which pre- 
dominated in England. 

Success. Blake lay some tinae off Cadiz, in expectation 
of intercepting the Plate fleet, but was at last ob- 
liged, foi* wan^ of water, to make sail towards Por- 
tugal. Captain Stayner, whom he had left on th§ 
coast with a squadron of seven vessels, oame in 

* Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 135, World’s Mistake in Oliver Cromwell, in 
th^ Miscel* vol. i. » Thurloe^ vol. iv. p» 570. 589. 
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sight of the galleons, and immediately set sail to c ii a p. 
pursue them. The Spanish admiral ran his ship 
ashora* Two others followed his example : The 
Englisii took two ships valued at near two millions sept. 
ol pieces of eight. Two galleons* were set on tire; 
and the Marquis of Badajox, viceroy of Peru, with 
his wife, and his daughter betrothed to the young 
Duke of Medina Celi, were destroyed in them. 

The Marquis himself might have escaped ; but 
seeing these unfortunate V^oinen, astonished with 
danger, fall in a swoon, and perish in the, flames, he 
rather c.hose to die with them, than drag out a life 
embittered with the remembrance ok such dismal 
scenes." When the treasures j^ained oy this enter- ' 
prise arrived at Portsmouth, the Prdt ectoi: , from a 
spirit of ostentation, ordered them t« iKi transported 
by land to London. 

ThE next action against the Spaniards was more 
honourable, though less pi'otitable to the nation. 

Blake, having heard that a Spanish fleet of ^teen 
ships,': much richer than the former, had* take shel- 
ter in thf||Canaries, immediately made*sail towards 
them,:*' He t^und them in the bray of Santa Cruz, 
dispo^d in a formidable posture. The bay was se- 
cure4 with a strong eastle, well provided with can- 
non, besides seven forts in several parts of it, all 
united by a line of communication, manned with 
musqueteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spanish 
admiral, ordered all his smaller vessels to *ioor close 
to the shore, and posted the larger galleons farther 
off, at anchor, with their broadsides to the sea. 

Blake was rather animated than daunted with 
this appearance. The wind seconded his courage, 
and blowing full into the bay, in a moment* brought 
him among the thickest of his enenlies. Alter a 
resistance of four hours, the Spaniards yielded to 
English valour, and abandoned their ships, which 

“ Thurloe, vol. v. p. 443. 
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were set on fire, and consumed with all their trea- 
sure. The ■ greatest danger still remained to the 
English. They lay under the fire of the castles and 
all the forts, which must in a little time have torn 
them in pieces. But the wind suddenly shifting, 
carried them out of the bay ; where they left the 
Spaniards in astonishment at the happy temerity of 
their audaciou&:v victors. 

This was theiast and greatest action of the gallant 
Blake. He was consumed with a dropsy and scurvy, 
and hastened home, that he might yield up his breath 
in his native country, which he had so much adorned 
by his valou^^ As he came within sight of land, he 
expired.* lYever man, so zealous for a faction, was 
so much^esp^fcted and, esteemed even by the oppo- 
site facticm^' " »fTe was by principle an inflexible 
republican ; and the late usurpations, amidst all the 
trust and caresses which he received from the ruling 
powers, were thought to be very little grateful to 
him. is still our duty, he said to the seamen, to 
Jight for om' country, into what hands soever the go- 
vernment ma^ fall. Disinterested, generovy:, liberal; 
ambitious only of ‘true glory, dreadfulc»nly»to his 
avowed enemies ; he forms one of the most pe|fect 
characters of the age, and the least stained %ith 
those errors and violences which were then so, |)re- 
dominant. The Protector ordered him a poiMous 
funeral at the public charge : But the tears m his 
countryman werp the most honourable pani&gyric 
on his memory. 

The conduct of the Protector in foreign affairs, . 
though imprudent and impolitic, was full ^f vigour 
and enterprise, and drew a consideration to his 
country,' which, since the reign of Elizabeth, it 
§ee.Tifcd io ha\^e totally lost. The great mind of this 
successful usurper was intent on spreading the re- 
nown of the English nation ; and while he struck 

" aoth of April, 1657- \ ’ 

mankind 



. THE COMMONWEAUTH. 

i 

mankind with astonishment at his extraordinary 
fortune, he seemed to ennoble, instead of debasing, 
that people whoni he had reduced to subjection. It 
was nls boast, that he would render the name of an 
Englishman as much feared and revered as ever was 
that of a Roman ; and as his countrymen found some 
reality in these pretensions, their national vanity 
being gratified, made them bear with more patience 
all the indignities and calamities under which they 
laboured. * 

It must also he acknowledged, that thg Protector, 
in his cjvil and domestic administration, displayed as 
great regard -both to justice and clmnency, as his 
usurped authority, derived fronf no law, and founded 
only on the sword, could possibly peV mit.^ All the 
chief offices in the courts of judicattfTe^ were filled 
with men of integrity : Amidst the virulence of 
faction, the decrees of the judges were upright 
and impartial : And to every man but to himself, and 
to himself except where necessity requir^ the 
contrary, the law was the great rule of cponcuict and 
behavioi\|. Vane and Lilburn, whos^ credit with 
the "republi^ns and levellers he* dreaded, were in- 
deed for some time confined to prison: Cony, who 
r<^sed to pay illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces 
to depart from his obstinacy: High courts of jus- 
tice were erected to iry those who had engaged in 
conspiracies and insurrections against the Protector’s 
authority, and whom he’ could not^safely-commit to 
the verdict of juries. But these irregularities were 
deemed inevitable consequences of his illegal autho- 
rity. And though often urged by his officers, as 
is pretended *, to attempt a general massacre of the 
royalists, he always with horror rejected such san- 
guinary counsels. * 

Ix the army was laid the sole basis of the Pro- 
tector’s power ; and in managing it consisted the 

Clarendon, Life of ]>r. Berwick, &c. 
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CHAP, chief art and delicacy of hig government. The sol- 
diers were held in exact discipline ; a policy which 

• i65g both accustomed them to obedience, and made 
them less hateful and burdensome to the people. 
He augmented their pay ; though the public ne- 
cessities sometim^ 6 s obliged him to run in arrears to 
them. Their interests, they were sensible, were 
closely connected with those of their general and 
protector. And he entirely commanded their affec- 
tionate negard, by his abilities and success in almost 
every enterprise which he had hitherto undertaken. 
But all military government is precarious; much 
more where it stands in opposition to tjivil establish- 
ments; and still mote where it encounters religious 
prejudic es. By the wild fanaticism which he had 
nourished in'ili'© soldiers, he had seduced them into 
measures, for which, if openly proposed ^to them, 
they would have entertained the utmost aversion. 
But this same spirit rendered them more difficult to 
be goj^erned, and made their caprices terrible even 
to that hand which directed their movements. So 
often taught^ that the office of King wai^.^,an: usur- 
pation upon Christ, they were apt to sijvjpect a Pro- 
tector mot to be .altogether compatible with that 
divine authority. Harrison, though raised to the 
highest dignity, and possessed of.Cromwell’s confi- 
dence, became his most inveterate enemy as soon as 
the authority of a single person was established, 
against which that usurpef had always made such 
violent protestations. Overton, Rich, Okey, offi- 
cers of rank in the army, were actuated with like 
principles, and Cromwell was obliged to deprive 
them of their commissions. Their influence, which 
was before thought unbounded among the troops, 
seemed from* that moment to be totally annihi- 
lated. 

Th ii more effectually to curb the enthusiastic and 
seditious spirit of the troops, Cromwell established a 
kind of militia in the several Counties. “Companies 

of 
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of infantry and cavalry were inlisted under proper chap. 
officers, regular pay distributed among them, and a 
resource by that means provided both against the 
insurrections of the royalists, and mutiny of the 
army. . 

Religion can never be deemedPa point of small 
consequence in civil government : But during this 
period, it may be regarded as the great spring of 
men’s actions and determinations. Though trans- 
ported, himself, with the hnost frantic whimsies, 
Cromwell had adopted a scheme for regulating this 
principl,e in others, which was sagacious and po- 
litical. Beingfesolved to maintain a national church, 
yet determined neither to adfnit episcopacy nor 
presbytery, he established a,number 6'f coiijmission- 
ers, under the name of tn/crx, partlj’^SynTen, partly 
ecclesiastics, some presbyterians, some indepen- 
dents. These presented to all livings, whicff were 
formerly in the gift of the crown ; they examined and 
admitted such persons as received holy orde^ and 
they inspected the lives, doctrine, andr benaviour 
of the *q\|rgy. Instead of supporting that union 
betwe'^ leaning and theology,* which has so long 
been attempted in Europe, these tryers em^iraced 
the latter principle in its full purity, and made it 
the sole object of their examination. The candi- 
dates were no more perplexed with questions con- 
cerning their progress in Greek and Roman erudi- 
tion ; concerning their ’talent for ^profane arts and 
sciences : The chief object of scrutiny regarded their 
advances in grace, and fixing the critical moment 
of their conversion. 

With the pretended saints of all denominations 
Cromwell was familiar and easy. Laying eside the 
state of Protector, which, on other * occasions, he 
well knew how to maintain, he insinuated to them, 
that nothing but necessity could ever oblige him to 
invest himself with it. He talked spiritually to 
them; he’^ighed, he wept, he canted, he prayed. 
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CHAP. He even entered with them into an emulation of 
LXI. ghostly gifts ; and these men, instead of grieving to 
be outdone in their own way, were proud tl^at his 
1656. Highness, by his princely example, had dignified 
those practices iix Vhich they themselves were daily 
occupied.^ 

If Cromwell might be said to adhere to any par- 
ticular form of religion, they were the independents 
who could chiefly boast of his favour ; and it may 
be affirmed, that such pastors of that sect, as were 
not passionately addicted to civil liberty, were all of 
them devoted (6 him. 

The presbjterian clergy also, saved from the ra- 
vages of the anabaptists and inillenarians, and en- 
joying theis^.establishments and tithes, were not 
averse to his^^vernment; though he still enter- 
tained a great jealousy of that ambitious and restless 
spirit t)y which they were actuated. He granted 
an unbounded liberty of conscience to all but catho- 
lics a«l prelatists ; and by that means he both at- 
tached tnh Tvild sectaries to his person, and employ- 
ed them in curbing the domineering spirit oMie pres- 
byterians. “ I am the only man,” he waiS'^often heard 
to say,*“ who has known how to subdue that inso- 
“ lent sect, which can suffer none but itself.” 

The ^rotestant zeal which possessed the presby- 
terians and independents, was highly gratified by 
the haughty manner in which the Protector so 
successfully supported the persecuted protestants 
throughout all Europe. Even the Duke of Savoy, 


Cromwell followed, though but in part, the advice which he received 
from General Harrison at the time when the intimacy and endearmeni 
most strongU subsisted betwixt them. “ Let the waiting upon Jehovah/’ 
said ‘hat militarv sr^nt, be the greatest and most considerable business 
you liave every day: Reckon it so, more than to eat, sleep, and council 
‘ together. Hun aside sometimes from your company, and get a word 

* with the I/)rd. Why should not you have three or four precious souls 

* a)w.;ys standing at vour elbow, with whom you might now and then turn 
' into H corner.' I have found refreshment and mercy in sii/'h away.” 

Milton’s Stirle .Papers, p, 1-^ 

S(’ 
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SO remote a power, and sq little exposed to the naval 
force of England, was obligcid, by the authority of 
France, to comply with his mediation, and to tole- 
rate the protestants of the valleys, against whom 
that Prince had commenced a furious persecution. 
France itself was constrained to bear not only with 
the religion, but even, in some instances, with the 
seditious insolence, of the hugonots; and when the 
French court applied for. a reciprocal toleration of 
the catholic religion in England, the Protector, who 
arrogated in every thing the superiority* would 
hearken to no such proposal. He ha<J entertained a 
project of instituting a college, in imitation of that at 
Rome, for the propagation of' the llith ; and his 
apostles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had cer- 
tainly been a full match for the catl\iii?.^iSr ' 
Cromwell retained the church of England in 
constraint ; though he permitted its clergy a little 
more liberty than the republican parliament had 
formerly allowed. lie was pleased that the su|)erior 
lenity of his administration should in evefy thing be 
remarker^ He bridled the royalists,«both by the 
army whic*^ he retained, and by. those secret spies 
which he found means to intermix in all theii; coun- 
sels. Manning being detected and punished with 
death, he corrupt,ed Sir Richard Willis, who was 
much trusted by Chaneellor Hyde and all the royal- 
ists ; and by means of this man he was let into 
every design and conspiracy of the party^ He could 
disconcert any project, by confining the persons who 
were to be the actors in it ; and as he restored them 
afterwards to liberty, his severity passed only for the 
result of general jealousy and suspicion. The secret 
source of his intelligence remained still unknown and 
unsuspected. » 

Conspiracies for an assassination he was chiefly 
afraid of ; these being designs which no prudence or 
vigilance could evade. Colonel Titus, under the 
name of iVllen, had written a spirited discourse, 

c.xhorting 
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exhorting every one to embrace this method of ven- 
geance; and Cromwell knew that the inflamed minds 
of the royal party, were sufficiently disposed to put 
the doctrine in practice against him. He openly 
told them, that assassinations were base and odious, 
and ■ he never would commence hostilities by so 
shameful an expedient ; but if the first attempt, or 
provocation came from them, he would retaliate to 
t!ie uttermost. He had instruments, he said, whom 
he could employ ; and «.he never would desist till 
he had totally exterminated the rpyal family. This 
menace, more fhan all his guards, contributed to the 
security of his person.* 

Th ERE wa#no point about which the Protector 
was jtpore solicitous than to procure intelligence. 
This artiCtC%?^'^4ie, it is Said, cost him sixty thousand 
pounds dyear. Postmasters, both at home and abroad, 
were in his pay ; Carriers were searched or bribed ; 
Secretaries and clerks were cf»rrupted : The greatest 
zealots in all parties were often those who conveyed 
privaftMnfoxraation to him ; Aijd nothing could escape 
his vigilant inquiry. Such at least is the representa- 
tion made by historians of Cromwell’s adniiiffstration ; 
But it.must be confessed, that if we may. judge by 
those volumes of Thurloe’s papers, which have been 
lately published, this affair, like many others, has been 
greatly magnified. We scarcely find, by that collec- 
tion, thatany secret counsels of foreign states, except 
those of Holland, which are not expected to be con- 
cealed, were known to the Protector. 

The general behaviour and deportment of this 
man, who had been raised from a very private station, 
who had passed most of his youth in the country, 
and who was still constrained so much to frequent 
bad company, was such as might befit the greatest 
inonarch. lie maintained a dignity without either 
affectation or ostentation ; and supported with all 
strangers that high idea with which his great 

* Secnote [K], at the end^of llie volume. * 
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exploits and prodigious fortune had impressed them, c u a p. 
Among his ancient friends he could relax himself; ^xi. 

and by trifling and amusemient,‘jesting and making 

verses ‘he feared not exposing himself to their most 
familiar approaches. * With others, he sometimes 
pushed matters to the length of rustic buffoonery ; 
and he would amuse himself by putting burning 
coals into the boots and hose of the officers who at- 
tended him. *’ Before the King’s trial, a meeting; 
was agreed on between theichiefs of the republican 
party and the general officers, in order ^to concert 
the model of that free government vwhich they were 
to substitute in the room of the monarchical consti- 
tution, now totally subverted-: Aftc^' debates- on 
this subject, the most important that* could fall un- 
der the discussion of human* creators*; jCSdlow tells 
us, that Cromwell, by way of frolic, threw a cushion 
at his head ; and when Ludlow took up another 
cushion in order to return the compliment, the 
general ran down stairs, and had almost fajlen in 
the hurry. When the high court of justfce , was 
signing ^e warrant for the execution* of the King, 
a niE^ter, impossible, still more .serious, Cromwell, 
taking the pen in his hand, before he subscribed 
his name, bedaubed with ink the face of Martin, 
who sat next hini. And the pen being delivered to 
Martin, he practised the same frolic upon Crom- 
well. ' He frequently gave feasts to his inferior 
officers ; and when the meat was set upon the table, 
a signal was given ; the soldiers rushed in upon 
, them; and with much noise, tumult, and confusion, 
ran away with all the dishes, and disappointed the 
guests of their expected meal. '* 

That vein of frolic and pleasantry which made 
a part, however inconsistent, of Cromwell’s charac- 
ter, was apt sometime s to betray him into other in- 
consistencies, and to discover itself even where 

'* NVhitlpckf*, p. 017. ' Rate'>. 

'■ Trial f»i‘ tht' Ht'git idfs. 

rrli^ion 
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P. religion might seem to be .a little concerned. It is a 
tradition, that, one day, sitting at table, the Protector 
had a bottle of wine brought him, of a kind which 
he valued so highly, that he must needs opSn the 
bottle himself : But in attempting it, the cork-screw 
dropt from his hand. Immediately his courtiers 
and generals flung themselves on the floor to re- 
cover it. Cromwell burst out a-laughing. Should 
(iuif fool, said he, put in his head at the door, he 
would fa,tie\f, from your*posture, that you were seek- 
ing the Lord ; ■ and you are only seeking a cork-screw. 

Amidst all <the unguarded play and buflbonery 
of this singul|.r personage, he took the opportunity 
of remarking the characters, designs, and weak- 
nesses of nien V and he would sometimes push them, 
by an incTuTgcfrrse in wine, to o])en ,to him the most 
secret recesses of their bosom. Great regularity 
however, and even austerity of manners, were always 
maintained in his court ; and he was careful never 
by ani^liberties to give offence to the most rigid of 
the godly. «Some state was wpheld ; but with little 
expense, and' without any splendour. lj|’e nobi- 
lity, though courted by him, kept at a d*irtance; and 
disdained to intermix with those mean persons who 
were the instruments of his government. Without 
departing from economy, he was generous to those 
who served him ; and he knew how to find out aijd 
engage in his interests every man possessed of thoge 
talents which any particular Employment demanded. 
His'*generals, his admirals, his judges, his ambassa- 
dors, were persons who contributed, all of theifl in 
their several spheres, to the security of the Protector, 
and to the honour and interest of the nation. 

UndKii- pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland 
in one common'wealth with England, Cromwell had 
reduced those kingdoms to a total subjection ; and 
he treated them entirely as conquered provinces. 
The civil administration of S^cotland was placed in a 
council, consisting mostly of English, of which Lord 

Broghil 
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Broghil was president. Justice was administered 
by seven judges, four of whom were English. In 
order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both abo- 
lished all vassalage ®, and revived the office of justice 
of peace, which King James had* introduced, but 
was not able to support.* A long line of forts and 
garrisons was maintained throughout the kingdom. 
An army of 10,000 men® kept every thing in peace 
and obedience ; and neither the banditti of the moun- 
tains, nor the bigots of the*low countries, Qould in- 
dulge their inclination to turbulence •and disorder. 
He courted the presbyterian clergy ; 'though he nou- 
rished that intestine enmity which profiled between 
the resol utioners and protesters’ ; and he found that 
very little policy was requisite to f6hi^t^ quarrels 
among theologians. He permitted ntrchurc^ assem- 
blies ; being sensible that from thence had proceed- 
ed many of the past disorders. And, in the main, 
the Scots were obliged to acknowledge, that never 
before, while they enjoyed their irregular Jbjctious 
liberty, had they attained so much happiness as at 
present ifhen reduced to subjection under a foreign 
natioiili^ i» 

Tiii Protector’s administration of Ireland was 
more severe and violent. The government of that 
island was first intrusted to Fleetwood, a notorious 
fanatic, who had married Ireton’s widow ; then to 
Henry Cromwell, second son of the Protector, a 
young man of an amiable, mild, dispesition, and 
not destitute of vigour and capacity. Above Uve 
• millions of acres, forfeited either by the popish re- 
bels or by the adherents of the King, were divided 
partly among the adventurers, who had advanced 
money to the parliament, partly among tl»e English 
soldiers, who had arrears due to thefn. Examples 
of a more sudden and violent cha'nge of property 
are scarcely to be found in any history. An order 

' WhitlocCe, .'> 70 . ' Thurloe, vol. iv. p. . 57 . 

Thurloe, Vf>l. vi. p. /i.sr. 
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was even issued to confine<ill the native Irish to the 
province of Connaught, where they would be shut 
up by rivers, lakes, and mountains ; and could not, 
it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the Eng- 
lish government r But this barbarous and absurd 
policy, which, from an impatience of attaining imme- 
diate security, must have depopulated all the other 
provinces, and rendered the English estates of no 
value, was soon abandoned as impracticable. 

Crom,well begun to *hope that, by his adminis- 
tration, attended with so much lustre and success 
abroad, so mu€h order and tranquillity at home, he 
had now acqyred such authority as would enable 
him to meet the representatives of the nation, and 
would a s.spre ' him of tjieir dutiful compliance with 
his governmeiTfr He summoned a parliament ; but, 
not trusting altogether to the good-will of the 
people, he used every art, which his new model of 
representation allowed him to employ, in order tb 
influeii^tje the elections, and fill the house with his 
own creatutes. Ireland, being entirely in the hands 
of the army,' chose few but such ofticersf >as were 
most acceptable to him. Scotland sle wed a like 
compliance; aiid as the nobility and gentry of that 
kingdom regarded their attendance on English par- 
liaments as an ignominious badge of slavery, it was, 
on that account, more easy for the officers to pre- 
vail in the elections. Notwithstanding all these pre- 
cautions, the Projector still' found that the majority 
wohld not be favourable to him. He set guards, 
therefore, on the door, who permitted none to enter 
but such as produced a warrant from his council ; 
and the council rtyected about a hundred, who 
either refused a recognition of the Protector's 
government, dr were on other accounts sobnoxious 
to him. These protested against so egre^ous a vio- 
Iptce, subversive of all liberty ; but evefy applica- 
tion for redress was neglected both by ‘i^he council 
a id the parliament. 

Tiiji 
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The majority of the parliament, by means of 
these arts and violences, was now at last either 
friendly to the Protector, or resolved by their com- 
pliance to adjust, if possible, this military govern- 
ment to their laws and liberties. Tliey voted a renun- 
ciation of all title in Charles Stuart, or any of his 
family ; and this was the first act, dignified with the 
' appearance of national consent, which had ever had 
that tendency. Colonel Jephson, in order to sound 
the inclinations of the houso^ ventured to rao.ve, that 
the parliament should bestow the crowr\ on Crom- 
well ; and no surprise or reluctance was discovered 
on the occasion. When Cromwell afterwards asked 
.lephson what induced him to nlake such a motion ; 
“ As long,” said .lephson, “ as I havethe honour to 
“ sit in parliam.ent, I must follow ..i{ie“3ictates of 
“ my own conscience, whatever ofience I may be 
“ so unfortunate as to give you.” “ Get thee gone,” 
said Cromwell, giving him a gentle blow on the 
shoulder, “ get thee gone, for a mad fellow aj thou 
art.” f ' * 

In OEcl^r to pave the way to this advancement, 
for which h^ so ardently longed, Cromwell resolved 
to sacrifice his major-generals, whom he knew to be 
extremely odious to the nation. That measure was 
also become nece.ssary for his own security. All 
government, purely military, fluctuates perpetually, 
between a despotic monardiy and a despotic aristo- 
cracy,, according as the authority of thexhief com- 
mander prevails, or that of the officers next him* in 
. rank and dignity. The major-generals, being pos- 
sessed of so much distinct jurisdiction, began to 
establish a separate title to power, and had rendered 
themselves formidable to the Protector hiniiSelf; and 
for this inconvenience, though he had not foreseen it, 
he well knew, before it vi^ps too late, to provide a 
proper remedy. Claypole^ his son-in-law, who pos- 
sessed his confidence, abandoned them to the plea- 
sure of the house ; and though the name was still 

retained, 
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CHAP, retained, it was agreed to abridge, or rather entirely 
annihilate, the power of the major-generals. 

1656 . At length, a motion in form was made by 
Alderman Pack, one of the city members, for in- 
vesting the Protector with the dignity of King. 
This motion, at first, excited great disorder, and 
divided the whole house into parties. The chief 
opposition came from the usual adherents of the 
Protector, the major-generals, and such officers as 
depended on them. Lambert, a man of deep intrigue, 
and of great' interest in the army, had long enter- 
tained the ambition of succeeding Cromwejl in the 
protectorship; and he foresaw, that if the monarchy 
were restored, hereditary right would also be esta- 
blished, and the crown be transmitted to the posterity 
of the Prmces^rst elected. He pleaded, therrfore, 
conscience ; and rousing all those civil and religious 
jealousies against kingly government, which had been 
so industriously encouraged among the sold iersi and 
which^served them as a pretence for so manyivio- 
lences, ne raised a numerous and still more forniida- 
ble party, against the motion. f 

On the other hand, the motion was f^^pported by 
every.one who was more particularly devoted to the 
Protector, and who hoped, by so acceptable a mea- 
sure, to pay court to the prevailing authority. Many 
persons also, attached tOj,thcir country, despaired of 
ever being able to subvert the present illegal establish- 
ment ; and were desirous, ' by fixjng it on ancient 
foundations, to induce the Protector, from views of 


his own safety, to pay a regard to the ancient laws 
and liberties of the kingdom. Even the royalists 
imprudently joined in the measure; and hoped that, 
when the question regarded only persons, not forms 
of government, no one would any longer balance, 
between the ancient rojial family and an ignoble 
1657 . usurper, who, by bl(md, treason, and perfidy, had 
ofereii to w&y fo the throjie. The bill was voted 

Cromwell, bv a Considerable maioritv ; and a conimittee was 

appointed 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 

appointed to reason with the Protector, and to over- 
come those scruples which he pretended against ac- 
cepting so liberal an offer. 

Tiiii*conference lasted for several days. The com- 
mittee urged, that all the statutes and customs of 
England were founded on the supposition of regal 
authority, and could not, wit|jout extreme violence, 
be adjusted to any other forrh of government : That 
a Protector, except during the minority of a King, 
was a name utterly unknov#n to the laws ; .and no 
man was acquainted with the extent or limits of his 
authority : That if it were attempted 'to define every 
part of his jurisdiction, many years, if not ages, 
would be required for the execution of so compli- 
cated a work ; if the whole power of the King were 
at once transferred to him, the question was plainly 
about a name, and the preference was indisputably 
flue to the ancient title : That the English constitution 
was more anxious concerning the form of govern- 
ment than concerning the birth-right of the> first 
magistrate, and had provided, by an e'xpvess'^law of 
Henry VU., for the security of those* who act in 
defence of tl|P King in being, by whatever means he 
might have acqfured possession: That it was exti'emely 
the interest of all his Highness’s friends, to seek the 
shelter of this statute ; and even the people in ge- 
neral were desirous of such a settlement, and in all 
juries were with great difficulty induced to give their 
verdict in favour of a Protector That the great 
source of all the" late commotions had been the 
.jealousy of liberty ; and that a republic, together 
with a Protector, had been established, in order to 
provide farther securities for the freedom of the con- 
stitution ; bt||- that by experience the reniedy had 
been found insufficient, even dangeroas and perni- 
cious; since every undeterminate power, such as 
that of a Protector, must be ’ arbitrary ; and the 
more arbitrary, as it was contrary to the genius and 
inclination of the people. 

Thk 


■271 

CHAP. 

LXI. 


165T. 
9th April. 



272' HIST9R.Y OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

CHA p. The difficulty cojisisted, not in persuading Crom- 
well. He was sufficiently convinced of the solidity 
1657. of these reasons; and histiriclination, as well as judge- 
ment, was, enfirely on the side of the conWnittee. 
But how to bring over the- soldiers to the same way 
of thinking was the question. The office of King 
had been painted to ^lem in such horrible colours, 
that there were no hopes of reconciling them sud- 
denly to it, even though bestowed upon their general, 
to whotn they were so <»much devoted. A contra- 
diction, open and direct, to all past profession^, would 
make them pass, in the eyes of the whole nation, 
for the most ^jiharneless hypocrites, inlisted, by no 
other than mercenary motives, in the cause of the 
most perfidioU-s traitor. Principles, such as they were, 
had been ^cowraged in' them by every eonsideration, 
human and divine ; and though it was easy, where 
interest concurred, to deceive them by the thinnest 
disguises, it might be found dangerous at once to 
pull eff the mask, and to show them, in a full light, 
the wiible* crime and deformity of their conduct. 
Suspended between these fears, and his^^wn most 
ardent desires, Cromwell protracted tji/? time, and 
seemed still to oppose the reasonings of the com- 
mittee ; in hopes that by artifice he might be able 
to reconcile the refractory minds, of the soldiers to 
his new dignity. 

While the Protector argued so much in contra- 
diction, both to his judgement and inclination, it is no 
wonder that his elocution, always confused, embar- 
rassed, an^^ unintelligible, should be involved in ten- 
fold darknifisf and discover no glimmering of com- 
mon sensejtof’^Teason. An exact accounl of this 
conference remains, and may be regarded as a great 
curio.sity. The members oi the committee, iii their 
reasonings, discover judgement, knowledge, elocu- 
tion: Lord Broghil,* in particular, exerts himself 
on thi» memorable occasion. But what a contrast, 

'A hen we pass to the Protector’s replids ! After so 

singular 
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singular a manner does nature distribute her talents, chap. 
that in a nation abounding with sense and learning, 
a man who, by superior pdrsoAal merit alone, had 
made his way to supreme dignity, and had even 
obliged the parliament to make* him a tender of 
the crown, was yet incapable of expressing him- 
self on this occasion, but in a manner which a 
peasant of the most ordinary capacity would justly 
be ashamed of.*' 

The opposition which tl!romwell dreaded, was 
not that which came from Lambert and his adhe- 
rents, whom he now regarded as capital enemies, 
and whom he was resolvedj on fhe firgt occasion, to 


•* We shall produce any passage at mncloin : For lus fFscourse is all of 
a piece. “ I confess, fior it behoves me to deal pleliTfly with you, I must 
“ confess, I would say, I hope, 1 may be understood in this ; for indeed 
** I must be tender what I say to such an audience as this ; 1 say 1 would 
be understood, that in this argument 1 do not make parallel betwixt 
men of a different mind and a parliament, which shall have their de- 
sires. I know there is no comparison, nor can it be urged upon me, 
“ that my words have the least colour that way, because thc^a4liafl>ont 
“ seems to give liberty to me to say any thing to you ; as*thaf, that is a 
tender of ^ humble reasons and judgement and opiiuon to them ; and 
*Mf I think mey are such, and will be such to them, and are fai^llul ser- 
‘‘ vants^ and w,^ be so to the supreme autltority, and the legi^ative, 
wheresoever it is : If, I say, I should not tell you ; knowing their minds 
*'* to be^so, I sliould not be faithful, if I should not tell you so, to the end 
“ you may report it to tlie parliament : 1 shall say something for myself, 
for my own mind, I cU> profess it, \ am not a man scnipiilous about 
** words or names of such tilings 1 have not : But as I have the word of 
God, and I hope I shall ever have it, for the rule of my conscience, 
“ for my informations ; so truly men that have been led in dark paths, 
“ through the providence and dispeftisation of God ; why, ^surely, it is not 
to be objected to a than ; for who can love t^ walk in the dark ? But 
Providence does so dispose. And though a man may impute his own 
folly and blindness to providence sinfully, yet it must be at my peril ; 
“ the case may be that it is the providence of God that doth lead men 
‘Mn darkness; I must need say, that I have had a great deal of expe- 
rience of providence, and though it is no rule without or against the 
“word, yet it is a very good expositor of the )\ord in many cases.^' 
Oonfereticc at Whiiehali* The great defect in Oliver’s speeches consists, 
uot ill his want of elocution, but in his want of ideis. The sagacity of 
his actions, and the absurdity of his discourse, form die most prodigious 
contrast that ever was known. ^Fhe collection of all his speeches, letters, 
sermons, (fgr he also wrote sermons,) would make a great curiosity, and, 
with a few exceptions, might jastly pass for one of the most nonsensical 
hooks in the world. 
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deprive of all power and* authority : It wjis that 
which he met with in his own family, and from m^p, 
who, by interest at w‘ell as inclination, w^re the 
most devoted to him. Fleetwood had married his 
daughter: DesbOrow, his sister: Yet these men, 
actuated by principle alone, could by no persuasion, 
artifice, or entreaty, be induced to consent, that 
their friend and patron should be invested with 
regal dignity. They told him that, if he accepted 
of the crown, they would instantly throw up their 
commissions," and never afterwards should have it 
in their powef to serve him.' Colonel Pride pro- 
cured a petitfon against the office of King, signed 
by a majority of thS officers who were in I.ondoii 
and the neighbourhood. Several persons, it is said, 
had entered Into an engagement to murder the 
Protector within a few hours after he should have 
accepted the offer of the parliament. Some sudden 
mutiny in the array was justly dreaded. And upon 
the \Vinile, Crpmwell, after the agony and perplexity 
of long doubt, was at last obliged to refuse that 
cro>yn, whicli the representatives of thef'katioh,.^in 
the most solemn ‘ manner, had tendifled to him. 
Most historians are inclined to blame lys choice ; 
but he must be allowed the best judge of his own 
situation. And in such complicated subjects, the 
alteration of a very minute circumstance, unknown 
to the spectator, will oftep be sufficient to cast’ the 
balance, dnd render a determii^Hdonj which> in 
itself, may ?be uneligible, very ]^rudent, or even 
absoluteiylliecessary to the aetor. 

A DREAiJd prvprophecy. Lord Clarendon mentions, 
which he amfms, (and he must have known the 
truth,) ^as universally talkec^ of, almost frbm the 
beginning of the civil wars, and long before Cromwell 
was so considerable a person as to bestow upon it 
any degree of probability. In this prophecy it was 

* Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 261. 
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ioretold that Crprawell^should be the greatest inan 
in Englaoid, and woul^ nearly, but nayer wpuld 
fully, mount the throne. Such a prepossession pro- 
bably* arose from the heated imagination, either of 
himself or of his followers ; and ,as it might be one 
cause of the great progress which he had already 
made, it is not an unlikely reason which may be 
assigned for his refusing, at this time, any farther 
elevation. 

Thk parliament, when the regal dignity was re- 
jected by Cromwell, found themselves obliged to 
l etain the name of a commonwealth and protector ; 
and as the government was hitherto a manifest 
usurpation, it was thought proper t^ sanctify it by 
a seeming choice of the people asd their repre- 
sentatives. fnstead^f the histrianeiU of govtrnmml, 
which was the work of the general officers alone, 
an humble 'petition uud ndvice was framed, and offered 
to the Protector, by the parliament. This was re- 
presented as the great basis of the lepublicap esta- 
blishment, regulatinfr and limiting the poweft of each 
inember^f the constitution, and securing the liberty 
of the pW][4P to the most remote posterity. By this 
deed, the authority of Protector was, in some parti- 
culars, enlarged : In others, it was considerably 
diminished. He. had the power of nominating his 
successor ; he had a perpetual revenue assigned 
him, a million a year for the pay of the fleet and 
army, three hundred thousand pounds.for the sup- 
port of ciyil 'fpvemment ; and he had authority to 
name another house, who should enjoy tlieir seats 
during life, and exercise some functions of the 
former house of peers. But he fitb^doned the 
power assumed in the intervals of parliament, of 
framing laws with the consent of his council ; and 
he agreed that no members of either house should 
be excluded but by .the consent of that house of 
which they were mehnbers The other articles 
were, in tfie main, the same as in the instrument of 

•j 2 government. 
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government. The instrumj^t of government Crom- 
well had formerly extolled, as the most p^ect work 
of human invention t He now represented it as a 
rotten plank, upon which no man could trust himself 
without sinking. Even the humble petition and ad- 
vice, which he extolled in its turn, appeared so lame 
and imperfect, that it was found requisite, this very 
session, to mend it by a supplement ; and after all, 
it may be regarded as a crude and undigested model 
of goverament. It was,, however, accepted for the 
voluntary deed of the whole people in the three 
united nations*; and Cromwell, a.s if his poWer had 
just commenced from this popular consent, was ahew 
inaugurated fn WeStminster-hall, after the most so- 
lemn and most pompous manner. 

Thk parliarsent having adjourned itself, the Pro- 
tector deprived Lambert of all his commissions ; htit 
still allowed him a considerable pension of 2000 
pounds a-year, as a bribe for his future peaceable 
deportment. Lambert’s authority in the army,-^to 
the su^prke cff every body, was found immediatdlj* 
to expire with the loss of his commission^ ^ Packer 
and some other officers, whom CromweJ,! suspected, 
were also displaced. 

Rich ABD, eldest son of the Protector, was brought 
to court, introduced into public business, and thence- 
forth regarded by many as his heir in the protector- 
ship ; though Cromwell sometimes employed the gross 
artifice of flattering others with hojpes of the succes- 
sion. Richard was a person poss^^d^of the most 
peaceable, inbffensive,unambitious 'character, and had 
hitherto lived contentedly in the country on a small 
estate which bis wife had brought him. All the 
activity .wbich.he discovered, and which never was 
great, was however exerted to beneficent purposes : 
At the time of the King’s trial, he had fallen on his 
knees before hi$ father, and had conjured him, by 
every tie of duty and humanity, to spare the life 
of that monarch. Cromwell had tw6 daughters 

unmarried : 
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unmarried : One of them he noW gave in marriage io 
grandson and heir of his great friend, the Earl of 
wick, ivith whom he had, in every fortune, preserved 
an uninterrupted intimacy and good correspondence. 
The other he married to the Viscount Fauconberg, 
of a family formerly devoted to the royal party. He 
was ambitious of forming connections with the no- 
bility ; and 'it was one chief motive for his desiring 
the title of King, that he fpight replace every thing 
in its natural order, and restore to the ancient fami- 
lies the trust and honour of which,lie *how found 
himself'obliged, for his own safety, to deprive them. 

The parliament was again assembliW ; consisting, 
as in the times of monarchy^ of two houses, the 
commons and the other house. Cipmwell, during 
the interval, had sent writs to his house of peers, 
which consisted of sixty members. They were 
composed of five or six ancient peers, of several 
gentlemen of fortune and distinction, and of some 
officers, who Hlid risen from the meanest stations. 
None of the ancient peers, however,, though sum- 
moned writ, would deign tq accept of a seat, 
which they* must share with such companions as 
were assigned them. The Protector endeavoured, at 
first, to maintain the appearance of a legal magistrate. 
He placed no guard at the door of either house : 
But soon found, how incompatible liberty is, with 
military usurpations. By bringing so great a number 
of his friends '^1^ adherents into ‘the o*ther house, 
he had lost%he ihajority among the national repre- 
sentatives. In consequence of a clause in the humble 
petition and advice, the commons assumed a power of 
re-admitting those members whom the ^council had 
formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Hazqlrig hnd some 
others, whom Cromwell had created lords, rather 
chose to take their seat with the commons. An in- 
contestable majority now declared themselves against 
the Protector; and they refused to acknowledge 
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CH AP, the jurisdiction of that other house which he had 
established. Even the validity of the humble peti- 

~mr~ and, advice was questioned ; as being vot^gd by 
a parliainent which lay undpr. force, and which was 
deprived, by military violence, of a considerable 
number of its members. The Protector, dreading 
combinations between the parliament and the male* 
contents in the army, resolved to allow no leisure 
for forming any conspira 9 y against him ; and, with 

4th Feb. expressidns of great displeasure, he dissolved the 
parliament. ' Wjien urged by Fleetwood, and otiiers 
of his friends, not to precipitate himself into this 
rash measure, Cie swore by the living God, that they 
should not sit a, moment longer. 

These distrjigtions at’ home were not able to take 
off the Protector’s attention from foreign affairs ; and 
in all his measures he proceeded with the same vigour 
and enter[)rise, as if secure of the duty and attachr 
ment of the three kingdoms. His alliance .with 
SwedenUie^ still supported; and he fndeavoured |o 
assist that crown in its successful enterprises, 
reducing all its neigjibours to subjection, an^' rendir- 
ing itself absolute master of the Baltic. *^'As soon as 
Spain declared war against him, he concluded a 
peace and an alliance with France, and united, him- 
self in all his counsels with that potent and ambitious 
kingdom. Spain, having long eourted, in vain} the 
friendship of the successful psurper, was reduced at 
last to appfy to Hhe unfortunate !l^nce. Gharles 
formed a league with Philip, remov^ his smtdl court 
to Bruges in the Low Countries, and rajsed four 
regiments 0f his own subjects, whom he employed 
ha the Spanish Service. The Duke of York, who had, 
with appfause„sei?ved some campaigns in the French 
army, and who had merited the particular esteem of 
Marshal Turenne, now joined his brother, and con- 
tinued to seek military experience under Don John 
of Amstria, and the Prince pf Cond^. . 
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The scheme of foreign politics, adopted by the 
Protector, was highly Imprudent, but was suitable 
to tha^ magnanimity and enterprise, with which he 
was so signally endowed. He was particularly de- 
sirous of conquest and dominion On the continent ; 
and he sent over into Flanders six thousand men 
undet Reynolds, who joined the French army com- 
manded by Turenne. In the former campaign, 
Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands of the 
English. Early this camjlaign, siege was, laid to 
Dunkirk ; and when the Spanish army advanced to 
relieve it, the combined armies of Frffnce and Eng- 
land marched out of their trenches, ajid fought the 
battle of the Dunes, where the Spaniards were to- 
tally defeated.' The valour of the English was much 
remarked on this occasion. DunkiTk, being soon 
after surrendered, was by agreement delivered to 
Cromwell. He committed the government of that 
important place to Lockhart, a Scotchman of abili- 
ties, who had married his niece, and was his ambas- 
sador>at ’the court of France. * 

This .aiquisition was regarded by flie Protector 

^ Ha aspired to get possession of Elsinore and the passage of the Sound. 
See Mistake in Oliver Ci'omivell, He also endeavoured to get pos- 

session of Bremen. Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 478. 

* It was remarked by the saints of that time, that the battle was fought 
on a day which was hc'ld for a fast in ].oiidon, so that as Fleetwood said 
Cthurloc, vol.vii. p. 159.) while we were praying, they were fighting, and 
the Lord hath given a signal answer. The Lord has not only owned 
us in our work there, but in our Waiting upon him in a, way of prayer, 
which is indeed our ol^; Experienced approved waj in all streights and dif- 
ficulties. Cromwell’s letter to Blake and Montague, bis bravo admirals, 
13 remarkable for the same spirit. Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 744. You have, says 
he, as I verily believe and am persuaded, a plentiful stock of prayers 
going for you daily, stmt up by the spberest ana appr^ed ministers 
and Christians in this nation, and, notwithstanding sohie aMktouragemenfs, 
very much wrestling of faith for you, whicli arc to«us, and I trust will be 
to you, matter of great ehcouragemenl. But notwitj^standing all this, it 
will be good for you and us to deliver up ourselves and all our affairs to 
the disposition of our all-wise Father, who not only out of prerogative, but 
because of ' bit goodness, wi dom, and truth, ought t6 be resigned unto by 
his creatures, especially those who arc children of Ids begetting througli 
the spirit, &c, ^ , 
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as the meahs only of obtaining farther advantages. 
He was resolved to concert measures with the French 
court for the final conquest and partition of tl^ Low 
1658. . llad he lived much longer, and main- 

tained his authority in England, so chimerical, or 
rather so dangerous, a project would certainly have 
been carried into execution. And this first and 
principal step towards more extensive conquest, 
which France, during a whole century, has never 
yet been able, by an infihite expense of blood and 
treasure, fully to attain, had at once been accom- 
plished by the ‘enterprising, though unskilful, poli- 
tics of Cromyfell. . 

During these transactions, great demonstrations 
of mutual friendship and regard passed between the 
French King and the Protector. Lord Fauconberg, 
Cromwell’s son-in-law, was despatched to Louis, 
then in the camp before Dunkirk ; and was received 
with the regard usually paid to foreign Princes by 
the French court.” Mazarine sent to London his 
nephew Mhncini, along with the Duke of Crequi?; 
and expressed his regret, that his urgdvt affairs 
should deprive hiln of the honour which he had 
long Wished for, of paying, in person, his respects 
to the greatest man in the world." 

The Protector reaped little satisfaction from the 
success of his arms abroad : The situation in which 
he stood at home, kept him in perpetual uneasiness 
and inquietude. . His administration, so expensive 
both by military enterprises and secret intelligence, 
had exhausted his revenue, and involved him in 
a considerable debt. The royalists, he heard, had 
renewed their conspiracie's for a general insurrection ; 
and Onwond Was secretly come over with a view of 

“ Hmrloe, vol. i. p. 762. ” Ibid. vol. vii. p. ISl. 158. 

i P In reality the cardinal had not entertained eohigh an idea of Croin* 
wcU.. He used to say, that be was a fortunate maamaiu. < Vie de Crom- 
well par Raguenct. See also Carte’s Collection, vol. ii. pu Sf. Gumble’s 
I-ift of^Moni, p. 93. VVorld’s Mistake inO. Cromwell. 
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concerting measures for the execution of this pro- 
ject. Lor 4 Fairfax, Sir William Waller, and many 
heads of the presbyterians, had secretly entered into 
the engagement. Even the army was infected with 
the general spirit of discontent ; •and some sudden 
and dangerous eruption was every moment to be 
dreaded from it. No hopes remained, after his vio- 
lent breach with the last parliament, that he should 
ever be able to establish, with general consent, * a 
legal settlement, or temper the military ■^ith any 
mixture of civil authority. All his arts.and policy 
were exhausted ; and having so oftefl, by fraud and 
false pretences, deceived every party, and almost 
every individual, he could no longer nope, by re- 
peating the same professions, to meet with equal 
confidence and regard. 

However zealous the royalists, their conspiracy 
took not effect : Willis discovered the whole to 
the Protector. Ormond was obliged to fly, and he 
deemed himself fortunate to have escaped so vigilant 
an administration. Great numbers weVe thrdwn into 
prison. high court of justice was antfw erected for 
^e trial ofihose criminals whose* guilt was most ap- 
parent. Notwithstanding the recognition of Jiis au- 
thority by the last parliament, the Protector could 
not as 3*^01 trust to an unbiassed jury.' Sir Henry 
Slingsby, and Dr. Huet, were condemned and be- 
headed. Mordaunt, brother to the Earl of Peter- 
borow, narrowly escaped. The^ numbers for his 
condemnation and his acquittal were equal; and 
just as the sentence was pronounced in his favour. 
Colonel Pride, who was resolved to condemn him, 
came into court. Ashton, Storey, and Bestley, 
were hanged in diflereut streets of the city. 

The conspiracy of the millenarians in the ^my 
struck Cromwell wi^h still greater apprehensions. 
Hsirrison and the other discarded officers ^if that 
party could not remain at rest. Stimulated equally 
• by 
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by revenge, by ambition, and by conscienoe, they 
still hatbonred in their breast some desj)erate pro- 
ject; and there wanted not officers in the army, 
who, from like motives, were disposed to second all 
their undertakings. The Ibvellers and agitators had 
been encouraged by Cromwell to interpose with 
their advice in all political deliberations ; and he had 
even pretended to honour many of them with his 
intimate friendship, while he conducted his daring 
enterprises against the Ring and the parliament. It 
was a usuaj practice with him, in order to fami- 
liarize himself' the more with the agitators, who 
Were commoi^y corporals or serjeants, to take them 
to bed with him, and there, after prayers and exhor- 
tations, to disCuss together their projects and prin- 
ciples, political as well as religious. Having as- 
sumed the dignity of Protector, he excluded them 
from all his councils, and had neither leisure nm 
inclination to indulge them any farther in these 
wonted familiarities. Among those who were en-s 
raged at'thTs treatment was Sexby, an actiue agitai* 
tor, who now'employed against him all thfy restl^ 
industry which had formerly been exertf/d in his fi^ 
vOUr. ‘He even went so far as to enter into h cq#^^ 
respondence with Spain ; and Cromwell, who kn«w 
the distempers of the army, was justly afraid'Waf 
some mutiny, to which a day, an hour, an inatimt, 
might provide leaders. 

Of assassinatiqns likewise he was apprehewittve, 
from the zealous spirit which actuated the soldiers. 
Sindercome had undertaken to murder hin^ and 
by the most unaccountable accidents, had often beeii 
prevented from executing his bloody purpose. His 
design was discovered ; but the Protector could 
hever find the 'bottom of the enterprise, nor detect 
any of his accomplices. He Was tried by a jury ; 
aWd notwithstanding the general odium attending 
that erime, hotwithstandiiig the clear add full proof 
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ot hisgwilt, SO little conviotion prevailed of the Pro-- 
lector’s right to the supreme governmentj it was 
with the utmost difficulty •* that this conspirator was 
condemned. When every thing was prepared for 
his execution^ he was foilnd dead j from poison, as 
is supposed, which he had voluntarily taken. 

The Protector might better have supported those 
fears and apprehensions which the public distempers 
occasioned, had he enjoyed any domestic satisfac- 
tion, or possessed any cordial friend of his own 
family, in whose bosom he could safely-have unload- 
ed his anxious and corroding cares. But Fleetwood, 
his son-in-law, actuated by the wildes| zeal, began 
to estrange himself from him ; and was enraged to 
discover that Cromwell, in ajl his etrterprises, had 
entertained views of promoting his own grandeur, 
more than of encouraging piety and religion, of 
which he made such fervent professions. His eldest 
daughter, married to Fleetwood, had adopted re- 
publican principles so vehement, that she could not 
with pmtience behold power lodged in a sin^e per- 
son, c^en# her indulgent father. His bther daugh- 
ters wdre noiless prejudiced in favour of the royal 
cause, and regretted the violences and iniquities 
into which, they thought, their family had so unhap- 
pily been transported. Above all, the sickness of 
Mi's. Clay pole, his peculiar favourite, a lady endu- 
ed with many humane virtues and amiable accom- 
plishments,* depressed h'is anxious mind, and poi- 
soned all his* enjoyments. Sh^had entertained a 
high regard for Dr. Huet, lately executed ; and be- 
ing refused his pardon, the melancholy of her 
temper, increased by her distempered body, had 
prompted her to lament to her father all Jiis san- 
guinary measures, and urge him to* compunction 
for those heinous cKimcs into which his fata,l ambi- 
tion had betrayed him. Her death, which followed 
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soon after, gave new edga to every word which 8he 
had uttered. 

All composure of mind was now for ever fled 
from the Protector : He felt that the grandeur 
which he had attained with so much guilt and. cou- 
rage, could not ensure him that tranquillity which 
it belongs to virtue alone, and moderation, fully to 
ascertain. Overwhelmed with the load of public 
affairs, dreading perpetually some fatal accident in 
his distempered government, seeing nothing around 
him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, 
possessing the confidence of no party, resting his 
title on no j^rinciple, civil or religious, he found 
his power to oepend on so delicate a poize of fac- 
tions and interests, as the smallest event was able, 
without any preparation, in a moment to overturn. 
Death too, which with such signal intrepidity he 
had braved in the field, being incessantly threatened 
by the poniards of fanatical or interested assassipg, 
was ever present to his terrified apprehension, and 
haunted him in every scene of business or ncpUfC- 
Each action 'of his life betrayed the teri^rs. ui^er 
which he laboured. The aspect of s^angci^^^was 
uneasy to him : With a piercing and anxious 
surveyed every face to which he was npt daij^ 
customed. He never moved a step without ^qng 
guards attending him: He wore arroOur und||a|r,hi^ 
clothes, and farther secured himself by ofi^;isiv|e 
weapons, a sword, falchion, and pistols; Wj^ich ^ 
always carried about him. He returned 
place by the direct road, or by the samej^]^|ky whic^ 
he went. Every journey he performed hurry 
and precipitation. Seldom he slept i^o^e three 
nights lege then in the same chamber : nev^r 

let it be known beforehand what chj^Ji^r he in- 
tended to chuse, nor intrusted hii]|j||f;iplf in any 
which was not provided with back dqf|^s,, at which 
centinels were carefully placed. Soci^jilearrifiedhiin, 
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which changed into a tertian ague. For the space,of 
a week, no dangerous symptoms appeared ; and’in 
the intervals of the fits he \vas able to walk, abroad. 

At Idngth the fever increased, and he himself began 
to entertain some thoughts of death,*and to cast his 
eye towards that future existence, \^^ose idea had 
once been intimately present to him ; though since, 
in the hurry of affairs, and ip the sho'ck of wars and 
factions, it had, ao doubt, been considerably obli- 
terated. He ask^d Goodwin, one of his preachers, if 
the doctrine were true, that the elect could never 
fall or suffer a final reprobation. “ Nothing more 
“ certaioj” replied the preacher. “ Then ani I safe,” 
said the Protector : “ For I am sure thaf'oiice I was 
“ in a s*te of grace.” 

His phys;iRians were sensible of the perilous condi- 
tion to which his distemper had reduced him : But 
his "chaplains, by their prayers, visions, and revela- 
tions, so buoyed wp his hopes, that he began to be- 
lieve his life out of all danger. A favourable answer, 
it was pretended, had been returned by heaven to the 
petitions of all the godly ; and he relied on their 
asseverations much more than on the opinion of the 
most experienced physicians. “ I tell you,” he cried 
with confidence to the latter, “ Ftell you, I shall not 
“ die of this distemper : T am well assured of my 
“ recovery. It is promised by the Lord, not only to 
“ my supplicsetions, but to those of lAen who hold a 
“ stricter commerce and more intimate correspon- 
" dence with hihtt Ye may have skill in your pro- 
“ fession bnV*Tlatnre can do more than all the 

“ physicians 
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while he reflected on his. numerous, unknown, and 
implacable enemies: Solitude astonished him, by 
withdrawing that protection which he found so 
necessary for his security. 

His body also, from the contagion of his anxious 
mind, began to be affected ; and his health seemed 
sensibly to decline. He was seized with a slow fever. 
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CHAP. “ physicians in tha world, and God is far above 
“ nature.”*' Nay, to such a degree of madness did 
jg^g their enthusiastic assurances amount, that upon a 
fast day, which was observed on his account'both at 
Hampton-court, ‘and at Whitehall, they did not so 
much pray for his health, as give thanks for the 
undoubted pledges which they had received of his 
recovery. He himself was overheard offering up 
his addresses to heaven ; and so far had the illusions 
of fanaticism prevailed '^over the plainest dictates of 
natural morality, that he assumed more the character 
of a mediator* in interceding for his people, than 
that of a (jriminal, whose atrocious violation of 
social duty had, from every tribunal, human and 
divine, merited the severest vengeance. 

Meanwhilt!; all the symptomii began to wear a 
more fatal aspect ; and the physicians were obliged 
to break silence, and to declare, ftiat the Protector 
could not survive the next fit with which he was 
threatened. The council was alarmed. A deputatisn 
was seiU to know his will with regard to his successor. 
His senses v^ere gone, and he could not nCiar'expr«.s.s 
his intentions. I’iiey asked him whetlru^be did abt 
mean^that his eldest son, Richard, should succeed 
him in the Protectorship. A simple affirmative ifas. 
or seemed to be, extorted from him. Soon after, oii 
the 3d of September, that very day which hi had 
always considered as the most fortunate for him, he 
His dpath, expired. A violent tempest, which immediately suc- 
ceeded hjs death, served as a subject of discourse to 
the vulgar. His partisans, as well as his enemies, 
were fond of remarking this event ; and each of them 
endeavoured, by forced inferences, to interpret it as 
. a confirmation of their particular prejudices, 
and cha- 1 H k writefs, attached to the memory of this won- 
racter. derful person, make his character, with regard to 

.t 4 , ■ 
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abilities, bear the air of the most extravagant pwie^ chap. 
gyric : His enemies form such a representation of 
his moral qualities as resembles the most virulept in- “ 
vectiv^. Both of them, it must be confessed, are 
supported by such striking circumstances in his con- 
duct and fortune, as bestow on their representation 
a great air of probability. “What can be more ex- 
“ traordinary,” it is said', “ than that a perspn of 
“ private birth and education, no fortune, no emi- 
“ nent qualities of body, which have sometimes, nor 
“ shining talents of mind, which have often raised 
“ men tp the highest dignities, should have the cou- 
“ rage to attempt, and the abilities ^o execute, so 
“ great a design as the subverting one of the most 
“ ancient and best establisjied moriarchies in the 
“ world ? That he should have the power and bold- 
“ ness to put his Prince and master to an open and 
“ infamous deatff? Should banish that numerous 
“ and strongly allied family ? Cover all these tertie- 
“ rities under a seeming obedience to a parliament, 

“ in whose service he pretended to* ber retained ? 

“ Tramp# too upon that parliament'in their turn, 

“ and scorir|ully expel them as 'soon as they gave 
“ him ground of dissatisfaction? Erect in their 
“ plape the dominion of the saints, and give reality 
“ to the most visionary idea, which the heated ima- 
“ gination of any fanatic was ever able to entertain? 

“ Suppress again that monster in its infancy, and 
“ openly set up himself above all things that ever 
“ were called sovereign in England ? Overcome 
“ first all his enemies by arras, and all his friends 
“ afterwards by artifice ? Serve all parties patiently 
“ for a while, and command them victoriously 
“at last? Over-run each corner* of the three 
“ nations, and subdue, with equal fadility, both the 
“ riches of the south, and the poverty of the north? 

** Cowley’s Discourses ; TWi passage \s altered in some particulars 
from the oriainill. 

Be 
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CflAP. ** Be feared and courted by all foreign princes 
LXi. n jjg adopted a brother to the gods of the 
~658 ** earth ? Call together parliaments with a word of 

his pen, and scatter them again with the bl^eath of 
his mouth ? Reduce to* subjection a warlike and 
“ discontented nation, by me^ns of a mutinous ar- 
my ? Command a muti^^l(&^ army by means of 
“.seditious and factious officers? Be humbly and 
“ daily petitioned, that he would be pleased, atithe 
“ rate of millions a-yeai*, to be hired as master of 
“ those who 'had hired him before to be their ser- 
“ vant ? Have the estates and lives of three nations 
“ as much alf his disposal as was once the little in- 
“ heritance of his father, and be as noble and liberal 
“ in the spending of them ? And lastly (for there is 
“ no end of enumerating every particular of his 
“ glory), with one word bequeath all this power 
“ and splendour to his posterity ? *Die {possessed of 
“ ^eace at home, and triumph abroad ? Be buried 
“ among kings, and with more than regal solemnity ; 

** and lea^e a name behind him not to be extia* 

“ guished but with the whole world ; vi^^ich asMt 
“ was too little fof his praise, so mightist have beeu 
“ for his conquests, if the short line of his mortal 
“ life could have stretched out to the extent of his 
“ immortal designs.” 

Mr intention is not to disfigure this picture, drawn 
by so masterly a hand : I shall only endeavour to 
remove from it. somewha't of the marvellous-; a 
circumstance, which, on all occasions, gives much 
ground for doubt and suspicion. It seems to me, 
that the circumstance ofCromwell’s life, in which his 
abilities are principally discovered, is his rising from 
a private station, in opposition to so many rivals, 
so much advanced before him, to a high command 
and authority in the army. His great courage, his 
signal military talents, his eminent dexterity and ad- 
dress, were all requisite for this important acquisition. 

Yet 
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Yet will not this promption appear the elfect of 
supernatural abilities, when we eonsider, that Fair- 
fax himself, a private gentleman, who had not the 
. advaiAage of a seat in parliament, had, through the 
same steps, attained even a superior rank, and, if 
endued with- commQn. ^pacity and penetration, had 
been able to retaia^^0^;To incite such an army to 
rebellion against the |>arfiAment, required no un- 
common art or industry: To have kept them’ in 
obedience had been the more difficult enterprise. 
When the bi’each was once formed, between the 
military and civil powers, a supremt and absolute 
authority, from that moincnt, is devolved on the 
general ; and if he be afterwards pleased to employ 
artifice or policy, it may be regarded on most oc- 
casions as greats condescension, if not as superfluous 
caution. That Cromwell was ever able really to 
blind or over-refleh either the King or the republi- 
cans, does not appear: As they possessed no means 
of resisting the I'orce under his command, they were 
glad to temporize with liiin, and, by’ seMutng to be 
deceived(^ wait for opportunities of freeing them- 
selves fromcyiis dominion. If he seduced the mili- 
tary fanatics, it is to be considered that their in- 
terests and his evidently concurred, that their igno- 
rance and low education exposed them to the grossest 
imposition, and that he himself was at bottom as 
frantic an enthusiast as the worst of them, and, in 
order to obtain their confidence, needed, but to dis- 
play those vulgar and ridiculous habits, which he 
had early acquired, and on which he set so high a 
value. An army is so forcible^, and at the same 
time so coarse a weapon, that any hand which 
wields it may, without much dexterity^ perform 
any operation, and attain any ascendant in human 
society. ^ 

The domestic administration of Cromwell, though 
it discovers great abilities, was conducted without 
any plan eitlier of liberty or arbitrary power : Perhaps, 
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CHAP, his difficult situation admitted of neither. . His 
foreign enterprises, though full of intrepidity, were 
pernicious to national interest, and seem more the 
result of impetuous fury or narrow prejudices", than 
of cool foresight «and deliberation. An eminent 
personage, however, he was in many respects, and 
even a superior genius ; but unequal and irregular 
in his operations. And though not defective in 
any talent, except that of elocution, the abilities 
which in ,him were most admirable, and which most 
contributed, to his marvellous success, were the 
magnanimous resolution of his enterprises, and his 
peculiar dexterity in discovering the characters, 
and practising on the weaknesses, of mankind. 

If we survey the moral character of Cromwell 
with that indulgence which is due Jto the blindness 
and infirmities of the human species, we shall not be 
inclined to load his memory with kuch violent re- 
proaches as those which his enemies usually throw 
upon it. Amidst the passions and prejudices of that 
period, that h^ should prefer the parliamentary to 
the royal causfe, will not appear extraordina#iy ; since, 
even at present, some men of sense an<^ knowledge 
are disposed to think that the question, with regSMfd 
to the justice of the quarrel, may be regarded as 
doubtful and uncertain. The murder of the King, 
the most atrocious of dll his actions, was to him 
covered under a mighty cloud of republican and 
fanatical illusions,; and it is not impossible, but he 
might believe it, as many others did, the most me- 
ritorious action that he could perform. His sub- 
sequent usurpation was the effect of necessity, as 
well as of ambition ; nor is it easy to see, how the 
various Actions could at that time have been re- 
strained, without a mixture of military and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwell, as 
a son, a husband, a father, a friend, is exposed to 
no considerable consure, if it does not rather merit 
praise. And, upon the whole, his character does 

> not 
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not appear more extraordinary and unusual by the 
mixture of so much absurdity with so much pene- 
tration, than by his tempering such violent ambi- 
tion abd such enraged fanaticism with so much re- 
gard to justice and humanity. • 

Cromwell was in the fifty-ninth year of his age 
when he died. He was of a robust frame of body, 
and of a manly, though not of an agreeable aspect. 
He left only two sons, Richard and Henry ; and 
three daughters, one married to General Fleetwood, 
another to Lord Fauconberg, a third to,Lord Rich. 
His fathpr died when he was very youhg. His mother 
lived till after he was Protector ; an^, contrary to 
her orders, he buried her with great pomp in West- 
minster Abbey. She couhl not be persuaded that 
his power or person were ever in safety. At every 
noise which she heard, she exclaimed that her son 
was murdered ; and was never satisfied that he was 
alive, if she did not receive frequent visits from 
him. She was a decent woman, and, by her fru- 
gality and industry, had raised and c*duc%t?d a nu- 
merous lipaily upon a small fortune. *She had even 
been oblige^ to set up a brewery at Huntingdon, 
which she managed to good advantage. ‘Hence 
Cromwell, in the invectives of that age, is often 
stigmatized with the name of the brewer. Ludlow, 
by way of insult, mentidhs the great accession, 
which he would receive to his royal revenues upon 
his mother’s death, who possessed a - jointure of 
sixty pounds a year upon his estate. She was of a 
, good tamily, of the name of Stuart ; remotely allied, 
as is by some supposed, to the rOyal family. 
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CHAP. LXIL 

Richard acknowledged Protector. — A Parliament.— Cabal of Wal 
lingford House. -i -Richard deposed. — Long Parliament or Rump 
restored. — Conspiracy of the Royalists.— Insurrection. — Sup- 
pressed. — Parlfament ekpelled. — Committee of Safety. — Foreign 
Affairs. — Generetl Monk. — Monk declares for the Parliament. — 
Parliament restored. — Monk enters Londoi), declares for a fre(‘ 
Parliament. — Secluded Members restored. — Long Parliament 
dissolved. — New l^arliamcnt. — The Restoration. — Manners and 
Arts. 

A LL the sfrts of Cromwell's policy hafi* been so 
often practised, that they began, to lose their 
effect and his power, instead of being confirmed 
by time and success, seemed every day to become 
more uncertain and precarious. . His friends the 
most closely connected with him, and his coun- 
sellors the most trusted, were entering into cabals 
against his authoj:ity ; and Vvith all his penetration 
into the characters of men, he could not find any 
ministers on whom he could rely. Men of probity 
and honour, he knew, would not submit to be the 
instruments of an usurpation violent and illegal : 
Those who were free from the restraint of principle, 
might betray, ‘from interest, that cause, in which, 
from uo oetter motives, they had inlisted themselves. 
Even those on whom he conferred any favour, 
never deenied the recompense an equivalent for the 
sacrifices which they made to obtain it*: Whoever 

was 
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was refused any demand, justified his anger by the 
specious colours of conscience and of duty. Such 
difficulties surrounded the Protector, that his dying 
at so Critical a time is esteemed by many the most 
fortunate circumstance that ever attended him ; and 
it was thought, that all his courage and dexterity 
could not much longer have extended his usurped 
administration. 

But when that potent hand was removed, which 
conducted the government, every one ex^pected a 
sudden dissolution of the unwieldy ai\d ill-jointed 
fabric. . Richard, a young man of *no experience, 
educated in the country, accustomed to a retired life, 
unacquainted with the officer's, and unknown to 
them, recommended by no military exploits, endear- 
ed by no familiarities, could not long, it was thought, 
maintain that authority which his father had acquired 
by so many valorous achievements, and such signal 
successes. And when it was observed, that he pos- 
sessed only the virtues of private life, which in his 
•situation were so many vices ; that in^otence, in- 
capacit;;j|^ irresolution, attended his lacility and good 
nature ; th^ various hopes of men were excited by 
the expectation of some great event or revolution. 

For some time, however, the public was disappointed 
in this opinion. .The council recognized the succes- lUciinra 
Sion of Richard; FleetwoW, in whose favour it was 
supposed Cromwell had lormerly made a will, re- 
nounced all claim or pretension to the pcptectorship : 

Henry, Richard’s brother, who governed Ireland with 
popularity, ensured him the obedience ot that king- 
dom : Monk, whose authority was well established 
in Scotland, being much attached to the la,mily oi 
Cromwell, immediately proclaimed the nevv Protec- 
tor: The army, every where, the tleet» acknowledged 
his title: Above ninety addresses, from the counties 
and most considerable corporations, congratulated 
him on his access.on, in all the terms of dutilul 
• . allegiance : 
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CHAP, allegiance: Foreign ministers were forward in pay- 
LXii. jj,g hjjjj usual compliments : And Richard, whose 
moderate, unambitious character never would have 
led him to contend for empire, was tempted to ac- 
cept of so rich anf inheritahce, which seemed to be 
tendered to him by the consent of all mankind. 

A pariia- It was found necessary to call a parliament, in 
order to fotnish supplies, both for the ordinary admi- 
nistration, and for fulfilling those engagements with 
foreign Rrinces, particularly Sweden, into which the 
late Protector had entered. In hopes of obtaining 
greater influence in elections, the ancient right was 
restored to al^the small boroughs ; and the counties 
were allowed no more than their usual members. The 
1659, house of peers’ or the other house, consisted of the 
same persons that had been appointed by Oliver. 

7 ( 1 , ji,„. All the commons, at first, signed, without hesita- 
tion, an engagement not to alter the present govern- 
ment. They next proceeded to examine the humMt 
petition and advice ; and after great opposition and 
many Vehetnen't debates, it was at length, with much 
difficulty, carried by the court-party to (infirm it. 
An acknowledgement too of the authw-rity of the 
other house was extorted from them ; though it was 
resolved not to treat this house of peers with any 
greater respect than they should return to the com- 
mons. A declaration was also made, that the esta- 
blishment of the other house .should nowise pre- 
judice the right af such of the ancient peers as had, 
from the beginning of the war, adhered to the parlia- 
ment. But in all these proceedings, the opposition 
among the commohs was so considerable, and the 
debates were so much prolonged, that all business 
Was retawled, and great alarm given to the partisans 
of the y ung Protector. 

Bi -• there was another quarter from which greater 
clangers were justly apprehended. The most consi- 
derable officers oi the army, and even Fleetwood, 

brother- 
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brother-in-law to the Protector, were entering into 
cabals against him. No character in human society 
is more dangerous than that of the fanatic ; because, 
if attended with weak judgement, he is exposed to 
the suggestion of othets ; if supported by more 
discernment, he is entirely governed by his own 
illusions, which sanctify his most selfish views and 
passions. Fleetwood was <5f the former species ; and 
as he was extremely addicted to a republic, and even 
to the fifth monarchy or cltominion of the paints, it 
was easy for those, who had insinuated, themselves 
into his confidence, to instil disgusts against the 
dignity of Protector. The whole re|)ublican party 
in the army, which was still considerable, Fitz, 
Mason, Moss, Farley, united themselves to that 
general. The officers too of the same party, whom 
Cromwell had discarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, 
Okey, Alured, began to appear? and to recover that 
authority, which had been only for a time sus- 
pended. A party likewise, who found themselves 
eclipsed in Richard’s favour, Syd^snhanrj Kelsey, 
Berry, Unines, joined the cabal of thg others. Even 
Desborow>thc Protector’s uncle, lent his authority 
to tlKit faction. But above ' all, the intrigues of 
Lambert, who was now roused from his retreat, in- 
flamed all those dangerous humours, and threatened 
the nation with some gr6at convulsion. The dis- 
contented officers established their meetings in 
Fleetwood’s ajiartment's ; and be,cause; he dwelt in 
Wallingford-house, the party received a denomina- 
tion from that place. 

Richard, who possessed neither resolution nor 
penetration, was prevailed to, give an unguarded 
consent for calling a general council of officers, who 
might make him proposals, as they pretended, for 
the good of the army. No sooner were they assem- 
bled than they voted a remonstrance. They there 
lamented, that the sood old came, as they termed it. 
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CHAP, that is, the cause for whicbthey had engaged against 
the late King, was entirely neglected ; and they pro- 
1659 . posed, as a remedy, that the whole military power 
should be intrusted to some person, in whofn they 
might all confide. The c'ity militia, influenced by 
two aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expressed the 
same resolution of adhering to the good old cause. 

The Protector was justly alarmed at those move- 
ments among the officers. The persons in whom fle 
chiefly confided were, aW of them, excepting Brog- 
hil, men of civil characters and profe.ssions ; Fien- 
nes, Thurloe, Whitlocke, Wolseley ; who could only 
assist him w^h their advice and opinion. He pos- 
sessed none of those arts which were proper to gain 
an enthusiastid army. .Murmurs being thrown out 
against .some promotions which lie had made. Would 
you have me, said he, prefer none but the godly ? Here 
is Dick Ingoldsby, continued he, ivho can neither pray 
nor preach ; yet tvill I trust him before ye all."’ This 
imprudence gave great offence to the ])retended 
saints. ^f%e, other qualities of the Protector were 
correspondent to these sentiments : Hety/as of a 
gentle, humane, and generous dispositic^. Some of 
his party offering to put an end to those intrigues by 
the death of Lambert, he declared, that he would 
not purchase power or dominion by such sanguinary 
measures. 

Tiik parliament was no less alarmed at the mi- 
litary cabals. TJjey voted that there should be no 
meeting or general council of officers, except with 
the Protector’s consent, or by his orders. This , 
vote brought affaii'.s* immediately to a rupture. The 
officers hastened to Richard and demanded of him 
the dissohjtion ©f the parliament. Desborow, a man 
of a cle vnish'-and brutal nature, threatened him, 
if he should refuse compliance. The Protector 
wanted the resolution to deny, and possessed 


* Ludlow. 
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little ability to resist. The parliament was dissol- 
ved ; and by the same act the Protector was, by every 
one, considered as eftectually dethroned. Soon 
after h^ signed his demission in form. 

Henry, the deputy of Ireland, vtas endowed with 
the same moderate disposition as Richard ; but as 
he possessed more vigour and capacity, it was ap- 
prehended that he might make resistance. His 
popularity in Ireland was great ; and even his per- 
sonal authority, notwithstanding his youth, was 
considerable. Had his ambition been \ery eager, 
he had,aio doubt, been able to creatb disturbance : 
But being threatened by Sir Hardress jailer. Colo- 
nel John Jones, and other officers, he very quietly 
resigned his command, ancj retired to England. 
He had once entertained thoughts, which he had 
not resolution to execute, of proelaiming the King 
in Dublin. ‘ 

Thus fell suddenly, and from an enormous height, 
but by a rare fortune without any hurt or injury, the 
family of the Cromwells. Richard ’ corftiTiued to 
possess estate, which was moderate, and bur- 

dened too ^'ith a large debt, which he had con- 
tracted for the interment of his father. After the 
restoration, though he remained unmolested, he 
thought proper to ti'avel for some years ; and at 
Pezeims in Languedoc he was introduced, under a 
bori’owed name, to the Prince of Conti. That 
Prince talked of English affairs,, broke out into 
admiration of Cromwell’s courage and capacity.^ 
. “ But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Richard,” said 
he, “ what has become of him ? • How could he be 
“ such a blockhead as to reap no greater benefit 
“ from all hiS father’s crimes and suc.cesses?” 
Richard extended his peaceful and qniet lite to an 
extreme old age, and died not till the latter end of 
Queen Anne’s rei^ His social virtues, more 

• 
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CHAP, valuable than the greatest capacity, met with a re- 
Lxii. compense more precious than noisy fame, and 
““ more suitable, contentment and tranquillity.^ 

The council of officers, now possessed of supreme 
authority, deliberated what form of government they 
should establish. Many of them seemed inclined to 
exercise the power of the sword in the most open 
manner; but as it was apprehended that the people 
would with great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, 
levied by arbitrary will^nd pleasure ; it was agreed 
to preserve the shadow of civil administration, and to 
revive the long’ parliament, which had been expelled 
by Cromwellj That assembly could not be dissolved, 
it was asserted, but by their own consent; and 
violence had interrupted, but was not able to destroy, 
their right to government. The , officers also ex- 
pected that, as these members had sufficiently felt 
their own weakness, they would be contented to 
act in subordination to the military commanders, 
and would thenceforth allow all the authority to 
remain ^vhere' the power was so visibly vested. 

The officefs applied to Lenthal, the s|iinti,aker, and 
proposed to him, that the parliament stwuld resume 
their seats. Lenthal was of a low, timid spirit ; and, 
being uncertain what issue might attend these mea- 
sures, was desirous of evading the proposal. He 
replied, that he could by no means comply with the 
desire of the officers ; being engaged in a business 
of far greater importance to himself, which he could 
not omit on any account, because it concerned the 
salvation of his own soul. The officers pressed him 
to tell what it might be. He was preparing, he said, 
to participate of the Lord’s supper, which he resolved 
to take next Sabbath. .They insisted, that mercy 
was prcCerable to sacrifice^ and that he could not 
better prepare himself for that great duty, than by 
contributing to the public service. All their remon- 
':trances had no effect. However, on the appointed 
day, the sperkcr being informed that a quorum of 
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the house was likely to meet, thought proper, not- 
withstanding the salvation of his soul, as Ludlow 
observes, to join them; and the house immediately 
proceeded upon business. The secluded members 
attempted, but in vain, to resume their seats among 
them. 

The numbers of this parliament were small, little 
exceeding seventy members : Their authority in the 
nation, ever since they had been purged by the arm'y, 
was extremely diminished ; *and after their expulsion 
had been totally annihilated : But being.all of them 
men of violent ambition; some of th6m men of ex- 
perience and capacity ; they were r^olved, since 
they enjoyed the title of the supreme authority, and 
observed that some appearance of a parliament was 
requisite for the purposes of the army, not to act a 
subordinate part to those who acknowledged them- 
selves their servants. They chose-a council, in which 
they took care that the officers of Wallingford-house 
should not be the majority : They appointed Fleet- 
wood lieutenant-general, but inserted'in hi^rtommis* 
sion, thaf^ should only continue during the pleasure 
of the housejk They chose seven persons who should 
nominate to such commands as became vacant: And 
they voted that all commissions should be received 
from the speaker, and be assigned by him in the 
name of the house. These precautions, the ten- 
dency of which was visible, gave great disgust to the 
general officers ; and their discontent would imme- 
diately have broken out into some resolution fatal to 
. the parliament, had it not been checked by the ap- 
prehensions of danger from the common enemy. 

The bulk of the nation consisted of royalists and 
Presbyterians ; hnd to both these parties the dominion 
of the pretended parliament had ever been to the 
last degree odious. When that assembly was ex- 
pelled by Cromwell; contempt had succeeded to 
hatred ; and no reserve had been used in expressing 
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CHAP, the utmost derisioa agaiitst the impoteut ambition 
Lxii. Qf these usurpers. Seeing them reinstated in au- 
thority, all orders of men felt the highest indignation, 
together with apprehensions, lest such tyfannical 
rulers should exert their power by taking vengeance 
upon their enemies, who had so openly insulted them. 
A secret reconciliation, therefore, was made between 
the rival parties, and it was agreed, that, burying 
former enmities in oblivion, all efforts should be 
used foy the overthrow of the rump ; so they called 
the parliatnent, in allusion to that part of the animal 
body. The pfesbyterians, sensible from ej^perience 
that their passion lor liberty, however laudable, had 
carried them into' unwarrantable excesses, were 
willing to lay* aside ancient jealousies, and, at all 
hazards, to restore the ‘royal family. The nobility, 
the gentry, bent their passionate endeavours to the 
same enterprise, b.y which alone they could be re- 
deemed from slavery. And no man was so remote 
from party, so indifferent to public good, as not to 
feel the'«aost ardent wishes for the dissolution of 
that tyranny which, Avhether the civil or military 
part of it were considered, a])peared eqj^ally oppres- 
sive apd ruinous to the nation. 

Conspi- Mono AUNT, wlio had so narrowly escaped on 
ihc^roy- bcforc tlic high court pf justice, seemed 

aiists. rather animated than daunted with past danger ; and 
having, by his resolute behaviour, obtained the 
highest confidence of the royal party, he was now 
become the centre of all their conspiracies. In 
many counties, a resolution was taken to rise in 
arms. Lord Willoughby of Parham, and Sir Horatio 
Townshend, undertook to secure Lynn ; General 
Massey cngage^l to seize Gloucester;- Lord Newport, 
Littleton, and other gentlemen, conspired to take 
possession of Shrewsbury ; Sir George Booth, of 
Chester; Sir Thomas Middleton, of North Wales; 
Arundel, Pollar, Gr;jnville, Trelawncy, of Plymouth 
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and Exeter. A day was a,ppomted for the execution chap. 
of all these enterprises. And the King, attended by 
the Duke of York, had secretly arrived at Calais, 
with afresolution of putting himself at the head of ‘ ‘ 
his loyal subjects. The French court had promised 
to supply him with a small body of forces, in order 
to countenance the insurrections of the English. 

This combination was disconcerted by the infide- 
lity of Sir Richard Willis. That traitor continufed 
with the parliament the same correspondence which 
he had begun with Cromwell. He had engaged to 
reveal ajil conspiracies, so far as to’ de'stroy their 
eftect; but’ reserved to himself, if he pleased, the 
jiower of concealing the conspirators. ^He took care 
never to name any of the old genuine cavaliers, 
who had zealously adhered, and were resolved still 
to adhere, to the royal cause in every fortune. 

The.se men he esteemed ; these he even loved. H6 
betrayed only the new converts among the pres- 
byterians, or such lukewarm royalists, as, discou- 
raged with their disappointments, we’re r.'ie^lved to 
expose tl^mselves to no more hazards. A lively 
proof how i^fipossible it is, even for the most cor- 
rupted mimis, to divest themselves of all regard to 
morality and social duty ! 

Man V of the co;ispirators in the difi’erent counties .hiiy. 
were thrown into prison : Others, astonished at such 
symptoms of secret treachery, left their houses, or 
remained quiet: The most tempestuous weather pre- 
vailed during the whole time appointed for the ren- 
.dezvouses : Insomuch that some found it impossi- 
ble to join their friends, and others were dismayed 
with fear and superstition at an incident so unusual 
during the summer season. Of all the projects, the 
only one which took effect was that of Sir George 
Booth for the seizing of Chester. The Earl of 
Derby, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, Co- 
lonel Morgan, entered* into tlijs enterprise. Sir 
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William Middleton joined^ Booth with some troops 
from North-Wales j and the malecontents were 
powerful enough to subdue all in that neighbour- 
hood who ventured to oppose them. In their de- 
claration they made no mention of the King : They 
only demanded a free and full parliament. 

The parliament was justly alarmed. How com- 
bustible the materials, they well knew ; and the fire 
was now fallen among them. Booth was of a fa- 
mily eminently presbyterian ; and his conjunction 
with the royalists they regarded as a dangerous 
symptom. ' They had many officers whose fidelity 
they could more depend on than that df Lambert : 
But there wa^ no one in whose vigilance and capa- 
city they reposed such confidence. They commis- 
sioned him to suppress'the rebels. lie made incre- 
dible haste. Booth imprudently ventured himself 
out of the walls of Chester, and exposed, in the 
open field, his raw troops against these hardy vete- 
rans. He was soon routed and taken prisoner. His 
whole awAy was dispersed. And the parliament had 
no farther occupation than to fill all tho^ails with 
their open or secret enemies. Design^ were even 
entertained of transj)orting the loyal families to Bar- 
badoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies; lest they 
should propagate in England children of the same 
malignant affections with themselves. 

This success hastened the ruin of the parliament. 
Lambert, at the head of a- body of troops, was no 
less dangerous to them than Booth. A thousand 
pounds, which they sent him to buy a jewel, were 
employed by him .in liberalities to his officers. At 
his instigation they drew up a petition, and trmis- 
mitted it to Fleetwood, a weak man,' and an honest, 
if sincerity in. folly deserve that honourable name. 
The import of this petition was, that Fleetwood 
should be made commander-in-chief, Lambert major- 
general, Desborow .lieutenant-general of the horse, 

• Monk 
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Monk major-general of the foot. To which a de- 
mand was added, that no officer should be dismissed 
from his command but by a court-martial. 

The ^parliament, alarmed at the danger, imme- 
diately cashiered Lambert,'Desborow, Berry, Clarke, 
Barrow, Kelsey, Gobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig pro- 
posed the impeachment of Lambert for high trea.son. 
'Fleetwood’s commission was vacated, and the com- 
mand of the army was vested in seven persons, of 
whom that general was one. * The parliament voted, 
that they would have no more general officers. And 
they decjared it high treason to levy any money 
without consent of parliament. ^ 

But these votes were feeble weapons in opposi- 
tion to the swords of the soldiery. Lambert drew 
.some troops together, in order to decide the con- 
troversy. Okey, who was leading his regiment to 
the assistance of the parliaments^ was deserted by 
them. Morley and Moss brought their regiments 
into Palace-yard, resolute to oppose the violence of 
Lambert. But that artful general knew-un easy 
way of dijifp^pointing them. He placed his soldiers 
in the streej^ which lead to Westminster-hall. — 
When the speaker came in his coach, he ordered 
the horses to be turned, and very civilly conducted 
him home. The other members were, in like man- 
ner, intercepted. And the two regiments in Palace- 
yard, observing that they were exposed to derision, 
peaceably retired to their quarters., A little before 
this.hold enterprise, a solemn fast had been kept by 
.the amy ; and it is remarked, that this ceremony 
was the usual prelude to every signal violence which 
they committed. 

The officers found themselves again invested with 
supreme authority, of which they - intended for 
ever to retain the substance, however they might 
bestow on others the empty shadow or appearance. 
They elected a committee of twenty-three persons, 
of whom sei^en were officers. These they pretended 

to 
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CHAP, to invest with sovereign ^thority ; and they called 
■ them a commttee of s^ety. They spoke every where 

of summoning a parliament chosen by the people ; 
but they really took some steps towards assembling 
a military parliament, composed of officers elected 
from every regiment in the service. " Throughout 
the three kingdoms there prevailed nothing but the 
melancholy fears, to the nobility and gentry, of a' 
bloody massacre and extermination ; to the rest of 
the people, of perpetual servitude, beneath those 
sanctified fobbers, whose union and whose divisions 
would be cqucilly destructive, and who, under pre- 
tence of suj^rior illuminations, would* soon extir- 
pate, if possible, all priyate morality, as they had 
already done all public law and justice, from the 
British dominions. 

During the time that England continued in this 
distracted condition, the other kingdoms of Europe 
were hastening towards a composure of those diffe- 
rences by which they had so long been agitated. 
The patiiiame*nt, while it preserved authority, in- 
stead of fotl6wing the imprudent politic^of Crom- 
well, and lending assistance to the conqi|pring Swede, 
embraced the maxims of the Dutch commonwealth, 
and resolved, in conjunction with that state, to 
mediate by force an accommodation between the 
northern crowns. Montague was sent with a squa- 
dron to the Baltic, and carried with him as ambas- 
sador Algernon Sidney, the celebrated republican. 
Sidney found the Sw'cdish monarch employed in the 
siege of Copenhagen, the capital of his enemy ; and 
was highly pleased, that, with a Roman arrogance, 
he could check the progress of royal victories, and dis- 
play, in ,so singular a manner, the superiority of free- 
dom above tyranny. With the highest indignation, 
the unbitious Prince was obliged to submit to the 
imperious mediation of the two commonwealths. 

— It is cruel,” said he, “ that laws should he 


Ludlow. 


lUTscrihcd 



. THE COMMONWEALTH. 305 

“ prescribed me by parricides and pedlars.” But chap. 
his whole army was enclosed in. an island, and might 
be staved by the combined squadrons of England 
and Holland. He was obliged, therefore, to quit 
his prey, when he had so^nearly g6tten possession of 
it ; and having agreed to a pacification with Den- 
mark, he retired into his own country, where he 
soon after died. 

The wars between France and Spain were also 
concluded by the treaty ftf the Pyrenees^ These 
animosities had long been carried qh between the 
rival states, even while governed by a sister and bro- 
ther, who cordially loved and estcen»d each other. 

But politics, which had so long prevailed over these 
friendly affections, now at fast yielded to their in- 
fluence ; and never was the triumph more full and 
complete. The Sj)anish Low Countries, if not every 
part of that monarchy, lay lilmost entirely at 
the mercy of its enemy. Broken armies, disordered 
finances, slow and irresolute counsels ; b^these re- 
sources alone were the dispersed provinces of Spain 
defendefl^gainst the vigorous power of France. But 
the Queen-i^gent, anxious for the fate of her brother, 
employed her authority with the cardinal to stop the 
progress of the French conquests, and put an end 
to a quarrel which, being commenced by ambition, 
and attended with victory, was atlastconcluded with 
moderation. The young monarch of France, though as- 
piring and warlike in his character, was atthis time en- 
tirely occupied in the pleasures of love and gallantry, 
and had passively resigned the reins of empire into 
the hands of his politic minister. And he remained 
an unconcerned spectator; while an opportunity for 
conquest was parted with, wdiich’^he nbver was 
able, during the whole course of his active reign, 
fulW to retrieve. 

The ministers of the two crowns. Mazarine and 
Don LouiSfde Haro, met at the Toot of the Pyrenees, 
in the Tsleof Pheasants, a place which was supposed 

VOL, VII. X ,to 
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CHAP, to belong to neither kingdom. The negotiation 
LXii. being brought to an issue by frequent conferences 
~~~ between the ministers, the monarchs themselves 
agreed to a congress ; and these two splendid’courts 
appeared in their full lus’tre amidst those savage 
mountains. Philip brought his daughter, Mary The- 
rese, along with him ; and giving her in marriage to 
his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by this 
new tie the incompatible interests of the two monar- 
chies. The French Kirfg made a solemn renuncia- 
tion of every ‘succession, which might accrue to him 
in right of his consort ; a vain formality, too weak 
to restrain tht ungoverned ambition of Princes, 

The affairs of England were in so great disorder, 
that it was not possible to compreliend that kingdom 
in the treaty, oradju.st measures with a power which 
was in suchincessantfluctuation. The King, reduced 
to despair by the failure of all enterprises for his 
restoration, was resolved to try the weak resource 
of foreigi^succours; and he went to the Pyrenees 
at the time when the two ministers were in the midst 
of their negotiatioijs. Don Louis reeeiveTF^im witli 
that generous civility peculiar to his ^nation; and 
expressed great inclination, had the low condition 
of Spain allowed him, to give assistance to the dis- 
tressed monarch. The cautious Mazarine, pleading 
the alliance of France with the English common- 
wealth, refused even to see him ; and though the King 
offered to marry The cardinal’s niece’', he could, for 
the present, obtain nothing but empty professions of 
respect, and protestations of services. The condition ' 
of that inonavch, to all the world, seemed totally 
desperate. His friends had been baffled in i|i|^ry 
attempt Tor Ijis service: The scaffold had mten 
streamed with the blood of the more active royalists ; 

spirits of manj^ were broken with tediou^ ini- 
prisonmeiits : The^estatq^ of all were burdened by 
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the fines and confiscations which had been levied upon 
them: No one durst openljr avow himself of that 
party : And so small did their number seem to a su- 
perficial view, that, even should the nation recover 
its liberty, which was ‘deemed nowise probable, it 
was judged uncertain what form of government it 
would embrace. But amidst all these gloomy pros- 
pects, fortune, by a surprising revolution, was pow 
paving the way for the King to mount, in peace 
and triumph, the throne of his ancestors. .It was by 
the prudence and loyalty of General Monk, that this 
happy-change was at last accomplished. 

Geoiige Monk, to whom the fate-fvas reserved of 
re-establishing monarchy, and finishing the bloody 
dissensions of three kingdoms, was the second son 
of a family in Devonshire, ancient and honourable, 
but lately, from too great hospitality and expense, 
somewhat fallen to decay, lie betook himself, in 
early youth, to the profession of arms; and was en- 
gaged in the unfortunate expeditions to Cadiz and 
the Isle of Rhe. After England ’had‘'*concluded 
peace vaWi all her neighbours, he sought military 
experiencewn the Low Countries, the great school of 
war to all the European nations; and he rose to the 
command of a company under Lord Goring. This 
company consisted of 200 men, of whom a hundred 
were volunteers, often men of family and fortune, 
sometimes noblemen who lived upon their own in- 
come in a splendid manner. Sueba military turn at 
that time prevailed among the English ! 

When the sound of war was first heard in this 
island. Monk returned to England, partly desh'ous 
of promotion in his native country, partly disgusted 
with some ill’ usage from the States, of* which he 
found reason to complain. Upon thS Scottish paci- 
fication, he was employed by the Earl of Leicester 
against the Irish rebels ; and liaving obtained a regi- 
ment, was, soon taken notice of; for his military skill, 
and for his calm and deliberate valour. Without 
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CHAP, ostentation, expense, or cawsses, merely by his hu- 
LXIi. mane and equal temper, he gained the good-will of 
^ the soldieiy; who, with a mixture of familiarity 
and affection, usually called him hanest deorge 
Monk ; an honourable appellation, which they still 
continued to him, even during his greatest elevation. 
He was remarkable for his moderation in party; 
and while all around him were inflamed into rage 
against the opposite faction, he fell under suspicion 
from the. candour and tranquillity of his behaviour. 
When the Irish army was called over into England, 
surmises of this' kind had been so far credited, that 
he had even bq^n suspended from his command, and 
ordered to Oxford that he might answer the charge 
laid against hint. His established character for truth 
and sincerity here stood him in great stead ; and 
upon his earnest protestations and declarations, he 
was soon restored t® his regiment, which he joined 
at the siege of Nantwich. The day after his ar- 
rival, Fairfax attacked and defeated the royalists, 
commanded by Biron; and took Colonel Monk 
prisoner. He'was sent to the Tower, whciK he en- 
dured, above two years, all the rigours-.of poverty 
and confinement. The King, however, was so mind- 
ful as to send him, notwithstanding his own difficulties, 
a present of 100 guineas ; but it was not till after 
the royalists were totally subdued, that he recovered 
his liberty. Monk, however distressed, had always 
refused the most inviting offers from the parliament : 
But Cromv/ell, sensible of his merit, having solicited 
him to engage in the wars against the Irish, who 
were considered as Vebels both by King and parlia- 
ment; he was not unwilling to repair his broken 
fortunes by accepting a commancj which, he flattered 
himself, was reeoncileablc to the strictest principles of 
honour. Having once engaged with the parlia- 
ment, he was obliged to obey orders; and found 
himself necessitated 40 fight, both against the Mar- 
quis of OiiTiond in Ireland, and against the King 

himseli 
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himself in Scotland. Upon the reduction of the chap.; 
latter kingdom, Monk was left with the supreme ^ 

command ; and by the equality and justice of his 
administration, he was able to give contentment to 
that restless people, now reduced to subjection by 
a nation whom they hated. No less acceptable was 
his authority to the officers and soldiers ; and fore- 
seeing that the good-will of the army under his 
command might some time be of great service to 
him, he had, with much, care and success, culti- 
vated their friendship. 

THE.connections which he had for’med with Crom- 
well , his benefactor, preserved him faiij|iful to Richard, 
who had been enjoined by his father to follow in 
every thing the directiopg of General Monk. When 
the long parliament was restored. Monk, who was 
not prepared for opposition, acknowledged their 
authority, and was continued in his command, from 
which it would not have been safe to attempt dis- 
lodging him. After the army had expelled the Monk de- 
parliament, he protested against the violence, and 
resol ve^^s he pretended, to vindicate their invaded ment '** 
privileges.* Deeper designs, either in the King’s fa- 
vour or his own, were, from the beginning, sqspected 
to be the motive of his actions, 

A RivALSHip had tong subsisted between him and 
Lambert ; and every body saw the reason why he 
opposed the elevation of that ambitious general, by 
whose success his own authority^ he |^new, would 
soon be subverted. But little friendship had ever 
subsisted between him and the parliamert;ary leaders ; 
and it seemed no wise probable that he intended to 
employ his industry, and spend his blood, for the 
advancement of one enemy above, another. How 
early he entertained designs for the King’s resto- 
ration, we know not with certainty ; It is likely, that 
as soon as Richard was deposed, he foresaw, ^at 
without sucli ai'. expedient, it ,would be impossible 
ever to bring the nation to a regular settlement. His 
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;CUAP. elder and younger brothers were devoted to the 
lixn. royal cause : The Granvilles, his near relations, and 
all the rest of his kindred, were in the same in- 
‘ terests : He himself was intoxicated with no I’umes 
of enthusiasm, and had maintained no connections 
with any of the fanatical tribe. His early engage- 
ments had been with the King, and he had left that 
service without receiving any disgust from the royal 
family. Since he had inlisted himself with the op- 
posite party, he had bean guilty of no violence or 
rigour, which might render him obnoxious. His re- 
turn, therefore, to loyalty, was easy and open ; and 
nothing could supposed to counterbalance his na- 
tural propensity to that measure, except the views 
of his own elevAtion, an.d t|ie prospect of usurping 
the same grandeur and authority which had been 
assumed by Cromwell. But from such exorbitant, 
if not impossible projects, the natural tranquillity 
and moderation of his tenq^er, the calmness and so- 
lidity of his genius, not to mention his age, now 
upon the*tieclihe, seem to have set him at a dis- 
tance. Cromwell himscli, he always assertc#^*, could 
not long have maintained his usurpatiop.); and any 
other person even equal to him in genius, it was ob- 
vious, would now find it more difficult to practise arts, 
of which every one, from experience, was sufficiently 
aware. It is more agreeable, therefore, to reason as 
well as candour, to supjjose that Monk, as soon as 
he put himself in.motion, had entertained views of 
effecting the King's restoration ; nor ought any ob- 
jections, derived from his profound silence even 
to Charles himself; be regarded as considerable. 
His temper was naturally reserved ; his circum- 
stances required dissimulation ; the King, he knew, 
was surrounded with spies and traitors ; and upon 
the ^ hole, it seems hard to interpret that conduct, 
wiiieii ought t(A exalt our idea of his prudence, as a 
disparagement of his,probity. 

GuuiV>leV Lift* of Monk, 03. 
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Sir John Granville,* hoping that the general 
would engage in the King’s service, sent into Scot- 
land Jfis younger brother, a clergyman. Dr. Monk, 
who carried him a letter and invitation from the 
King. When the Doctdr arrived* he found that his 
brother was then holding a council of officers, and 
was not to be seen for some hours. In the mean 
time, he was received*and entertained by Price, ,the 
general’s chaplain, a man of probity, as well as a 
partisan of the King’s. * The doctor, having an 
entire confidence in the chaplain, talked very freely 
to him about the object of his journey, and engaged 
him, if there should be occasion, to ^jiecond his ap- 
plications. At last, the general arrives ; the brothers 
embrace ; and after some i.M-eliminaf y observations, 
the doctor opens his business. Monk interrupted 
him, to know whether he had ever before to any 
body mentioned the subject. * “ To nobody,” re- 
plied his brother, “ but to Price, whom I know to 
“ be entirely in your confidence.”. The general, 
altering his countenance, turned the disetTurse, and 
would ^^er into no farther confidence with him, 
but sent hJfci away with the first opportunity. He 
would hot trust his own brother the moment he 
knew that he had disclosed the secret ; though to a 
man whom he himself could have trusted. ' 

His conduct, in all other particulars, was full of 
the same reserve and prudence ; and no less was re- 
quisite for effecting the difficult vvRjrk which he had 
undertaken. All the officers in his army, of whom 
he entertained any suspicion, he immediately ca- 
shiered ; Gobbet, who had been sent by the com- 
mittee of safety, under pretence of communicating 
their resolutions to Monk, but rca,lly with«a view of 
debauching his army, he committe*d to custody : 
He drew together the several scattered regiments : 
He summoned an assembly, somewhat resembling 
a convention of stales ; and hiving communicated 

> Lord LiUistlowup's d ’tonc’r of Ooiiond Monk. 
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CHAP, to them his resolution of ‘marching into England, 
he received a seasonable, though no great supply of 
money. - 

Hearing that Lambert was advancing nortWard 
with his army. Monk sent'Cloberry and two other 
commissioners to London, with large professions 
of his inclination to peace, and with otfers of terms 
for.an accommodation. His fchief aim was to gain 
time, and relax the preparations of his enemies. 
The committee of safety fell into the snare. A treaty 
was signed by ‘Monk’s commissioners ; but he refused 
to ratify it, and complained that they had exceeded 
their powers, f He desired, however, to enter into 
a new negotiation at Newcastle. The committee 
willingly accepted this fallacious offer. 

November. M E A NAv H I L F thcsc military sovereigns foRnd them- 

selves surrounded on all hands with inextricable 
difficulties. The nhtion had fallen into total anar- 
chy ; and by refusing the payment of all taxes, re- 
duced the arniy to the greatest necessities. While 
Lambert’s for9cs were assembling at Newcastle, Ha- 
zelrig and Morley^took possession of P^tsmouth, 
and declared for the parliament. A paity, sent to 
suppress them, was persuaded by their commander 
to join in the same declaration. The city appren- 
tices rose in a tumult, and demanded a free parlia- 
ment. Though they were suppressed by Colonel 
Hewson, a man who, from the profession of a cobler, 
had risen tt> a high rank in the army, the city still 
discovered symptoms of the most dangerous dis- 
content. It even^ established a kind of separate 
government, and assumed the supreme authority 
within itself. Admiral Lawson, \yith his squa- 
dron, came into the river, and declared for the 
parliament. Ilazelrig and Morley, hearing of this 
iraportant event, left Portsmouth, and advaneed 
toAvards London. The regiments near that city, 
being solicited by their old officers^ who had 
been cash'ered by the committee of safety, revolted 
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again to the parliament. Desborow’s regiment, chap. 
being sent by Lambert to support his friends, no 
sooner^arrived at St. Albans than it declared for 
the same assembly. 

Fleetwood’s hand wa*s found too weak and un- 
stable to support this ill-founded fabric, which, every 
where around him, was falling into ruins. When 
he received intelligence of any murmurs among the 
soldiers, he would prostrate himself in prayer, and 
could .hardly be prevailed •with to join the troops. 

Even when among them, he would, ih the midst of 
any discouBse, invite them all to prayer, and put 
himself on his knees before them, alf any of his 
friends exhorted him to more vigour, they could get 
no other answer, than that God haa spitten in his 
face and would mot hear him. Men now ceased to 
wonder, why Lambert had promoted him to the 
office of general, and had contented himself with 
the second command in the army. 

Lenthal, the speaker, being invited b^ the offi- 
cers, again assumed authority, and summoned to- 
gether thUT parliament, which twice before had been 
expelled wilh so much reproach and ignominy . As Parliament 
soon as assembled, they repealed their act against 
the payment of excise and customs ; they appointed 
commissioners fof assigning quarters to the army ; 
and, without taking any notice of Lambert, they 
sent orders to the forces under his command im- 
mediately to repair to those quarters •which were 
appointed them. 

• Lambert was now in a very disconsolate con- 
dition. Monk, he saw, had passed the Tweed at 
Col(J^tream, qnd '^as advancing upon him. His 
own soldiers deserted him in great multitudes, and 
joined the enemy. Lord Fairfax, too,* he heard, had 
raised forces behind him, and had possessed him- 
self of York, without declaring his purpose. The 
last orders, of the parliament %o entirely stripped 
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CHAP, him of his army, that there remained not with 
LXII. above a hundred horse : All the rest went 

1660. fo their quarters with quietness and resignation ; 
and he himself was,, some time after, arrested and 
committed to the* Tower. ' The other officers, who 
had formerly been cashiered by the parliament, 
and who had resumed their commands, that they 
might subdue that assembly, were again cashiered 
and confined to their houses. Sir Harry Vane 
and some members, who had concurred with the 
committee of safety, were ordered into a like con- 
finement. And the parliament now seemed to be 
again possesired of. more absolute authority than 
ever, and to be without any danger of opposition 
or control. 

The republican party was at this time guided 
by two men, Ilazelrig and Vane, who were of op- 
posite characters, ‘and mortally hated each other. 
Hazelrig, who possessed greater authority in the 
parliament, \yas haughty, imperious, precipitate, 
vain-glonbus j without civility, without prudence ; 
qualified only by his noisy, pertinacious*%bstinacy, 
to acquire an ascendancy in public^’^assemblies. 
Vane was noted, in all civil transactions, for tem- 
per, insinuation, address, and a profound judge- 
ment; in all religious speculations, for folly and 
extravagance. He was a perfect enthusiast; and 
fancying that he was certainly favoured with in- 
spiration, he deemed himself, to speak in the lan- 
guage of the times, to be a man above ordinances, 
and, by reason of his perfection, to be unlimited and 
unrestrained by any rules, which govern inferior 
mortals. These whimsies, minting with pride, had 
so corrupted his excellent understanding, that somc- 
tim'^'.s be thodght himself the person depute<l to 
r ’ign on earth lor a thousand years over the whole 
congregation of the feithful.' 
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Monk, though iufprmed of the restoration of the chap. 
parliament, from whom he received no orders, still 
advanced with his army, which was near 6000 men: igeo. 
The sclSttered forces in Englapd were above five 
times more numerous. Fairfax, who had resolved 
to declare for the King, not being able to make 
the general open his intentions, retired to his own 
house in Yorkshire.' In all counties through which 
Monk passed, the prime gentry flocked to him with 
addresses ; expressing their earnest desir.e, that 
he would be instrumental in restoring jthe nation 
to peace and tranquillity, and to the enjoyment 
of those liberties, which by law wer^ their birth- 
right, but of which, during so many years, they 
had been fatally bereaved : ,A.nd that, in order to 
this salutary purpose, he would prevail, either for 
the restoring of those members who had been se- 
cluded before the King’s death, er for the election 
of a new parliament, who might legally, and by 
general consent, again govern the nation. Though 
Monk pretended not to favour these addresfttes, that 
ray of ho^w, which the knowledge of his charactm" 
and situation afibrded, mightily animated all men. 

The tyranny and the anarchy, which now equally 
oppressed the kingdom ; the experience of past 
distractions, the dsead of future convulsions, the in- 
dignation against military usurpation, against sanc- 
tified hypocrisy : All these motives had united every 
party, except the most desperate, inJ;o ardent wishe? 
for the King’s restoration, the only remedy for all 
.these fatal evils. 

Scot and Robinson were sent as deputies by the 
parliament, under pretence of congratulating tlie 
general, but in reality to serve as spies upon him. 

‘ The city despatched four of their pri.icipal citizens 
to perform like compliments ; and at the same 
time to confirm the general in his inclination to a 
free parliament, the object of all im n’s prayers and 
endeavours.* The authority of Monk could scarcely 

secure 
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secure the parliamentary deputies from those insults, 
which the general hatred and contempt towards 
their masters drew from men of every rank and 
denomination. 

Monk continued his march with few interrup- 
tions till he reached St. Albans. He there sent a 
message to the parliament ; desiring them to remove 
from London those regiments which, though they 
now professed to return to their duty, had so lately 
offered .violence to that, assembly. This message 
was unexpected, and exceedingly perplex*ed the 
house. Their fate, they found, must ,stiU’ depend 
on a mercen£|Ty army ; and they were as distant as 
ever from their imaginary sovereignty. However, 
they found it 'necessary to comply. The soldiers 
made more difficulty. A mutiny arose among them. 
One regiment, in particular, quartered in Somerset- 
house, expressly refused to yield their place to the 
northern army. But those officers who would gladly, 
on such an occasion, have inflamed the quarrel, were 
absent dT in confinement ; and for want of leaders, 
the soldiers were at last, with great reltSbk'-ance, ob- 
liged to submit. Monk with his army jyook quarters 
in Westminster. 

The general was introduced to the house; and 
thanks were given him by Lenthal for the eminent 
services which he had done his country. Monk 
was a prudent not an eloquent speaker. He told 
the house,, that, the services, which he had been 
enabled to perform, were no more than his duty, 
and merited not such praises as those with which 
they were pleased to honour him : That among 
many persons of greater worth, who bore their com- 
mission,. he had been employed as ' the instrument 
of Providence for effecting their restoration ; but 
he '-onsidered this service as a step only to more 
important services, which it was their part to ren- 
der to the nation :. That while on his march, he 
observed ah ranks of men, in all places, to be 



. THE commonwealth. 

in earnest expectation of 4 settlement, after the vio- 
lent convulsions to which they had been exposed ; 
and to have no prospect of that blessing but from 
the dissolution of the present parliament, and from 
the summoning of a new one, free and full, who, 
meeting without oaths or engagements, might finally 
give contentment to the nation : That applications 
‘bad been made to him for that purpose ; but that he, 
sensible of his duty, had still told the petitioners, 
that the parliament itself, which was now free, and 
would soon be full, was the best judge <jf all these 
measure^, and that the whole community ought to 
acquiesce in* their determination ; That though he 
expressed himself in this manner to the people, he 
must now freely inform the .house, that the fewer 
engagements were exacted, the more comprehensive 
would their plan prove, and the more satisfaction 
would it give to the nation : And that it was suffi- 
cient for public security, if the fanatical party and 
the royalists were excluded ; since the principles of 
these factions were destructive either o'f government 
or of liber^. 

This speech, containing matter which was both 
agreeable and disagreeable to the house as well as 
to the nation, still kept every one in suspense, and 
upheld that uncertainty, in which it seemed the 
general’s interest to retain the public. But it was 
impossible for the kingdom to remain long in this 
doubtful situation : The people, as well as the par- 
liament, pushed matters to a decision. During the 
Jate convulsions, the payment of taxes had been in- 
terrupted ; and though the parliament, upon their 
assembling, renewed the ordinances for impositions, 
yet so little reverence did the people pay to tliose 
legislators, that they gave very slow and unwilling 
obedience to their commands. The common-coun- 
cil of London flatly refused to submit to an assess- 
ment required of them; and declared that, till a 
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free and lawful parliament imposed taxes, they 
never should deem it their duty to make any pay- 
ment. This resolution, if yielded to, would imme- 
diately have put an end to the dominion of the 
parliament : Th6y were determined, therefore, up- 
on this occasion, to make at once a full experi- 
ment of their own power, and of their general's 
o,bedience. 

Monk received orders to march into the city ; to 
seize twelve persons, the most obnoxious to the par- 
liament ; to 'remove the posts and chains from all 
the streets ; and to take down and bre.ak cthe port- 
cullises and ^ates gf the city : And very few hours 
were allowed him to deliberate upon the execution 
of these violent orders. To the great surprise and 
consternation of all men. Monk prepared himself for 
obedience. Neglecting the entreaties of his friends, 
the remonstrance^ of his officers, the cries of the 
people, he entered the city in a military manner ; 
he apprehended as many as he could of the proscrib- 
ed persons, whom he sent to the Tower; with all the 
circumstances of contempt, he bi'okc tH^^gates and 
portcullises ; "and* having exposed tli#. city to the 
scorn* and derision of all who hated it, he returned 
in triumph to his quarters in Westminster. 

No sooner had the general leisure to reflect, than 
he found, that this last measure, instead of being 
a continuation of that cautious ambiguity, which 
he had hitherto* maintained, was taking party with- 
out reserve, and laying Himself, as well as the na- 
tion, at the mercy of that tyrannical parliament, 
whf)se power hai long been odious, as their per- 
sons contemptible to all men. lie resolved, there- 
fore, before it were too late, to repair the dangerous 
mistake into which he had been betrayed, and to 
show the whole world, still more without reserve, 
that he meant no longer to be the minister of vio- 
lence and luurpation. After complaining of the 
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odious service in which he had been employed, he 
wrote a letter to the house, reproaching them, as 
well with the new cabals which they had formed 
with V ane and Lambert, as with the encouragement 
given to a fanatical petition presented by Praise-god 
Barebone ; and he required them, in the name of 
, the citizens, soldiers, and whole commonwealth, to 
issue writs within a week for the filling of thpir 
house, and to fix the time for their own dissolution 
and the assembling of a new parliament. • Having 
despatched this letter, which might be regarded, he 
thoughti as .an undoubted pledge of his sincerity, he 
marched with his army into the citjk and desired 
Allen, the mayor, to summon a common-council at 
Guildhall. He there made many apologies for the 
indignity which*, two days before, he had been 
obliged to put upon them ; assured them of his 
perseverance in the measures which he had adopt- 
ed ; and desired that they might mutually plight 
their faith for a strict union between eity and army, 
in every enterprise for the happiness and s'ettlement 
of the colflmonwealth. 

It would-be difficult to descrfbe t^e joy and ex- 
ultation which displayed itself throughout the city, 
as soon as intelligence was conveyed of this happy 
measure embraced by the general. The prospect 
of peace, concord, liberty, justice, broke forth at 
once, from amidst the deepest darkness in which 
the nation had ever been involved. The view of 
past calamities no longer presented dismal prognos- 
' tics of the future: It tended only to enhance the 
general exultation for those scenes of happiness and 
tranquillity, wjiich all men now confidently pro- 
mised themselves. The royalists, the* presbyterians, 
forgetting all animosities, mingled in common joy 
and transport, and vowed never more to gratify the 
ambition of false end factious tyrants, by their ca- 
lamitous divisions. The populhee, more outrage- 
ous in their festivity, made the asi resound with 

acclamations, 
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acclamations, and illuminated every street with sig- 
nals of jollity and triumph. Applauses of the gene- 
ral were every where intermingled with detestation 
against the parliament. The most ridiculoul inven- 
tions were adopted, in order to express this latter 
passion. At every bonfire, rumps were roasted, 
and where these could no longer be found, pieces of 
fl^sh were cut into that shape; and the funeral of 
the parliament (the populace exclaimed) was cele- 
brated by these symbols of hatred and derision. 

The parliament, though in the agonies “of de- 
spair, made still one effort for the recovery, of their 
dominion. They sent a committee with offers to 
gain the general. He refused to hear them, ex- 
cept in the presence of some of the secluded mem- 
bers. Though several persons, desperate from guilt 
and fanaticism, promised to invest him with the 
dignity of supreme magistrate, and to support his 
government, he would >iot hearken to such wiki 
proposals. Having fixed a close correspondence 
with th^'city, and established its militia in hands 
whose fidelity could be relied on, he rd^k^rned witli 
his army to Westminster, and pursuedi.every proper 
measure for the settlement of the nation. While he 
still pretended to maintain republican principles, he 
was taking large steps towards the re-establishment 
of the ancient monarchy. 

The secluded members, upon the general’s invi- 
tation, went to* the house, and, finding no longtr 
any obstruction, they entered, and immediately ap- 
peared to be the majority: Most of the independents 
left ‘the place. The restored members first rc- 
pdSiled all the ordinances by which they had been 
excluded : They gave Sir George Boothe and his 
party their liberty and estates : They renewed the 
general’s commission, and enlarged his powers. 
1 hey fixed an assessment for the support of the fleet 
and army : And having passed these yotes for the 
pre.sent composure of the kingdom, they dissolved 

themselve.s 
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themselves, and issued writs for the immediate as- 
sembling of a new parliament. This last measure 
had been previously concerted with the general, 
who kfeew that all men, howeyer different in affec- 
tions, expectations, and designs, united in the 
detestation of the long parliament. 

A COUNCIL of state was established, consisting of 
men of character and moderation ; most of whom, 
during the civil wars, had made a great figure 
among the presbyterians. .The militia of Uie king- 
dom was put into such hands as woujd promote 
order and settlement. These, conjoined with Monk’s 
army, whicli lay united at London, vj^ere esteemed 
a sufficient check on the more numerous, though 
dispersed army, of whose inclinations' there was still 
much reason to be diffident. Monk, however, was 
every day removing the more obnoxious officers, 
and bringing the troops to a state of discipline and 
obedience. 

Overton, governor of Hull, had declared his reso- 
lution to keep possession of that fortress tiH the com- 
ing of .iesus ; But when Alured ’produced the 
authority of»parliament for his delivering the place 
to Colonel Fairfax, he thought proper to comply. 

Montague, who commanded the fleet in the 
Baltic, had enteced into the conspiracy with Sir 
George Boothe ; and pretending want of provisions, 
had sailed from the sound towards the coast of 
England, with an intention of supporting that in- 
surrection of the royalists. On his arrival, he re- 
. ceived the news of Boothe’s defeat, and the total 
failure of the enterprise. The great difficulties, to 
which the parliament was then reduced, allowed 
them no leisute to examine strictly the. reasons 
which he gave for quitting his statit>n; and they 
allowed him to retire peaceably to his country-house. 
The council of state now conferred on him, in con- 
junction with Monk, the command of the fleet; 

VOL. vn.* V and 
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c H A p. and secured the naval as xvell as military force, in 

hands favourable to the public settlement. 

Notwithstanding all these steps whicl^ were 
taken towards the re-establishment of monarchy. 
Monk still maintamed the appearance of zeal for a 
commonwealth, and hitherto allowed n» canal of 
correspondence between himself and the King to be 
opened. To call a free parliament, and to restore 
the royal family, were visibly, in the present dispo- 
.sition of the kingdom, due and the same measure : 
Yet would not the general declare, otherwise than 
by his actions, that he had adopted the King’s in- 
terests ; and iLothing but necessity extorted at last 
the confession from him. llis silence, in the com- 
mencement of his cnter^irise, ought to be no objec- 
tion to his sincerity ; since he maintained the same 
reserve, at a time, when, consistent with common 
sense, he could have entertained no other purpose.* 
Th EiiE was one Morricc, a gentleman of Devon- 
shire, of_a sedentary, studious disjiosition, nearly 
related to Monk, and one who had always main- 
tained the strictest intimacy with him. *^^ith this 
friend alone did Monk deliberate coifsierning that 
great finterprise which he had projected. Sir .John 
Granville, who had a commission from the King, 
applied to Morrice for access to" the general; but 
received for answer, that the general desired him 
to communicate his business to Morrice. Granville, 
though importunately urged, twice refused to de- 
liver his message to# any but Monk himself; and 
this cautious politician, finding him now a person, 
whose secrecy could be safely trusted, admitted 
him to his presence, and opened to him his whole 
intention’s. Still he scrupled to commit any thing 
to v.Titing'’: *He delivered only a verbal message 
by Granville ; assuring the King of his services, 

* noto at tlir rnd of the volume. 
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giving advice for his cgnduct, and exhorting him chap. 
instantly to leave the Spanish territories, and retire 
into Holland. He wa.s apprehensive lest Spain 
might* detain him as a pledge for the recovery of 
Dunkirk and Jamaica. • Charles. followed these di- 
rections, and very narrowly escaped to Breda. Had 
he protracted his journey a few hours, he had cer- 
tainly, under pretence of honour and respect, been 
arrested by the Spaniards. * 

LocKiiAiiT, who was g;pvernor of Dunkirk, and 
no wise averse to the King's service, >vas applied to 
on this .occasion. The state of Euglancl was set be- 
fore him, the certainty of the restoration represent- 
ed, and the prospect of great 'favouT' displayed, if 
he would aulifupate the vows of the kingdom, and 
receive the King into liis fortress. Lockhart still 
replied, that his commission was derived from an 
English parliament, and he would not open his 
gates but in obedience to the same authority.' 

This scruple, though in the present emergence it 
approaches towards superstition, it ft difficult for us 
entirely#^ condemn. • 

The elections for the new parliament went every 
where in favour of the King s party. This ^as one 
of those popular torrents, where the most indifferent, 
or even the most averse, are transported with the 
general passion, and zealously adopt tlie sentiments 
of the community to which they belong. The en- 
thusiasts themselves seemed to bc,disai;med cf their 
fury ; and between despair and astonishment, gave 
way to those measures, which, they found, it would 
be impossible for them, by the4r utmost efforts, to 
withstand. The presbyterians and the royalists, 
being united, formed the voice of the natiqn, which, 
without noise, but with infinite ardour, called for 
the King's restoration. The kingdom was almost 
entirely in the hands of the former party ; and some 
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C H .\P. zealous leaders among them began to renew the de 
LXii. mand of those conditions, which had been re- 
quired of the late King in the treaty of Newport; 
But the general opinion seemed to condemn all those 
rigorous and jealous capitulations with their sove- 
reign. Harassed with convulsions and disorders, 
men ardently longed for repose, and were terrified 
at the mention of negotiations or delays, which 
might afford opportunity to the seditious army still 
to breed, new confusion. ,, The passion too for liber- 
ty having Ijjeen carried to such violent extremes, 
and having produced such bloody commotions, 
began, by a i:^tural movement, to give "place to a 
spirit of loyalty and'obedicnce ; and the public was 
less zealous in ’a cause, ^which was become odious 
on account of the calamities whiqh had so long 
attended it. After the legal concessions made by the 
late King, the constitution seemed to be sufficiently 
secured ; and the additional conditions insisted on, 
as they had been framed during the greatest ardour 
of the contest, ’amounted rather to annihilation than 
a limitation of monarchy. Above all, t4$t, general 
was averse to the ‘mention of conditiqfjs ; and re- 
solved, that the erown which he intended to restore, 
should be conferred on the King entirely free and 
unencumbered. Without farther scruple, therefore, 
or jealousy, the people gave their voice in elections 
for such as they knew to entertain sentiments favour- 
able to moparcl^y ; and all paid court to a party 
which, they foresaw, was soon to govern the nation. 
Though the parlialnent had voted, that no one 
should be elected, "who had himself or whose father 
had borne arms for the late King ; little regard was 
any whei:e paid to this ordinance. The leaders of the 
presbyterians,#. the Earl of Manchester, Lord Fair- 
fax, Lord Robarts, Hollis, Sir Anthony Ashley 
Cooper. Anneslcy, Lewis, were determined to atone 
for past trausgressiqns, by their present zeal for the 
royal intticsts ; and from former merits,' successes. 

and 
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and sutterings, they ha^d acquired with their party 
the highest credit and authority. 

The affairs of Ireland were in a condition no less 
favoifrable to the King. As i^oon as Monk declared 
against the English arnry, he despatched emissaries 
into Ireland, and engaged the officers in that king- 
dom to concur with him in the same measures. 
Lord Broghil, president of Munster, and Sir Charles 
Coote, president of Connaught, went so far as to 
enter into a correspondePi^e with the King, and to 
pronfise their assistance for his restoration. In con- 
junction with Sir Theophilus Jones, and other offi- 
cers, they took possession oT the government and 
excluded Ludlow, who was zealous for the rump- 
parliament, but whom thqy pretcnfded to be in a 
confederacy with the committee of sai’ety. They 
kept themselves in readiness to serve the King ; but 
made no declarations, till they* should see the turn 
which affairs took in England. 

But all these promising views had almost been 
blasted by an untoward accident. Upon'the admis- 
sion of ’ijiie secluded members, the re;[iublican party, 
particularly the late King’s judges, Avcrc seized with 
the justest despair, and endeavoured to infuse the 
same sentiments into the army. By themselves or 
their emissaries, they represented to the soldiers, 
that all those brave actions, which had been per- 
formed during the war, and which were so meri- 
torious in the eyes of the parliament, would no doubt 
be regarded as the deepest crimes by the royalists, 
and would expose the army to the severest ven- 
geance. That in vain did that party make professions 
of moderation and lenity : The King s death, the 
execution of 'so many of the nobility and gentry, 
the sequestration and imprisonment of the rest, were 
in their eyes crimes so deep, and oflences so per- 
sonal, as must be prosecuted wdth the most implaca- 
ble resentment. That the loss of all arrears, and the 
• cashiering 
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cashiering of every officer »and soldier, were the 
lightest punishment which must be expected ; After 
the dispersion of the army, no farther protectipn re- 
mained to them, cither for life or property, but the 
clemency of enrage'’d victors”. And that, even if the 
most perfect security could be obtained, it were in- 
glorious to be reduced, by treachery and deceit, to 
subjection under a foe, who, in the open field, had 
so often yielded to their superior valour. 

After 'these suggestitTus had been infused into 
the army, Lnrfibert suddenly made his escape* from 
the Tower, and threw ^onk and the council of state 
into great corsternation. They knew bambert’s 
vigour and activity ; they were acquainted with his 
popularity in tlic army«; they were sensible, that, 
though the soldiers had lately deserted him, thc>y 
sufficiently expressed their remorse and their deteff- 
tation of those, who, Ijy false [)roi'essions, they found, 
had so egregiously deceived them. It seemed neces- 
sary, therefore^ to emphjy the greatest celerity in 
suppressing so^dangcrous a fix;: Colonel Ingoldsby, 
who had been one of the late King’s judge^out who 
was now entirely engaged in the royal* 'cause, was 
despatched after him. 1 le overtook him at Daventry. 
while he had yet assembled Imt four troops of horse. 
One of them deserted liim. Anothcrquiekly followed 
the example, lie himself, endeavouring to make his 
escape, was seized by Ingoldsby, to whom lie mad(' 
submissions 'not suitable to his former character of 
sjiirit and valour. Okey, Axtcl, Cobbet, Crede, ami 
other officers of that [larty, were taken prisoners with 
him. All the roads were full of soldiers hastening to 
join them. In a few days they had been formidable, 
and it was thoiiglit, that it might prove dangerous for 
Moi:k himself fo liave as.seinbled any considerable 
body of his republican army for their suppression: 
So that nothing could be more happy than the sud- 
den cxtinrliou of this rising flame. 
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When the parliament met, they chose Sir liarbottle 
Grirastone speaker, a man who, though he had for 
some time concurred with the late parliament, had 
long Been esteemed affectionate to the King’s ser- 
vice. The great dangers in*cuia*ed during ’former 
usurpations, joined to the extreme caution of the 
general, kept every one in awe ; and none dared, 
for some days, to make any mention of the King. 
The members exerted their spirit chiefly in brtter 
invectives against the meinory of Cromwell, and in 
execrations against the inhuman murder of their late 
sovereign. At last, the general, havin’g sutfieieutly 
sounded tlieir inclinations, gave directions to Annesley 
jjresident of the council, to inform*them, that one 
Sir John Granville, a servant of the King’s, had been 
sent over by Tlis Majesty, and was now at the door 
jvilh a letter to the commons. The loudest acclama- 
tions were e.xcited by this intelligence. Granville was 
called in : Tire letter, accompanied with a declaration, 
greedily read : Without one moment’s delay, and 
without a contradictory vote, a committee was ap- 
pointed;^ j)reparc an answer : And, in order to 
spread the^une satislaclion throughout the kingdom, 
it was voted that the letter and declaration should 
immediately be published. 

Tjie |)eoplo, iVeed iioiu the state of suspense in 
which they liad so long been h.eld, now^ changed 
their anxious hope for the unmixed effusions ol joy ; 
and displayed a social triumph and exultation, wdiich 
no private prosperity, even the greatest, is ever able 
fully to inspire. Traditions remain ol men, particu- 
larly of Oughtred, the mathematician, wdio died of 
pleasure, when informed of this happy and surprising 
event. The King s declaration was \yell calculated to 
uphold the satisfaction inspired b the prospect ol 
public settlement. It offered a general amnesty to all 
persons whatsoever; and that withoiitany exceptions 
but such as should afterw'ardsljem-ide by parliament: 
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CHAP. It promised liberty of conscience; and a concur- 
rence in any act of parliament, which, upon mature 
" deliberation, should be offered for insuring that 
indulgence : It submitted to the arbitration *of the 
■ same assembly the inquiry into all grants, purchases, 
and alienations : And it assured the soldiers of all 
their arrears, and promised them, for the future, the 
same pay which they then enjoyed. 

The lords perceiving the spirit by which the 
kingdom, as well as thq commons, was animated, 
hastened to reinstate themselves in their ancient 
authority, and to take their share in the settlement 
of the nation. They found the doors of their house 
open; and all were admitted; even such as had 
formerly been excluded on account of their pre- 
tended delinquency. 

8th May. TiiE two houses attended, while the King was 
proelaimed with grojit solemnity, in Palace-yard, at 
Whitehall, and at Temple-bar. The commons voted 
500 pounds to buy a jewel for Granville, who had 
brought them ‘ the King's graeious messages : A 
present of 50,000 pounds was conferred ow^uhe King, 
10,000 pounds on the Duke of York, 5^)00 pounds 
on the .Duke of Gloucester. A committee of lords 
and commons was despatched to invite His Majesty 
to return and take possession of .the government. 
The rapidity with which all these events were con- 
ducted was marvellous, and discovered the passionate 
zeal and enjire ynanimity of the nation. Such an 
impatience appeared, and such an emulation, in lords, 
and commons, and city, who should make the most 
lively expressions of their joy and duty ; that, as the 
noble historian expresses it, a man could not but 
wonder ^yhere those people dwelt, tvho had done 
all the mischief, and kept the King so many years 
from enjoying the comfort and support of such ex- 
cellent subjects. The King himself said, that it 
must surely have beqn his own fault that he had not 

' sooner 
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sooner taken possession .of the throne ; since he cbAP. 
found every body so zealous in promoting his happy 

restoration. 

Thk* respect of foreign powers soon followed the 
submission of the King’s subjects. Spain invited 
him to return to the Low Countries, and embark in 
some of her maritime towns. France made pro- 
testations of affection and regard, and offered Calais 
for the same purpose. The States-general sent de- 
puties with a like friendly invitation. The King 
resolved to accept of this last offer. Tl\e people of 
the republic bore him a cordial affection ; and poli- 
tics no longer restrained their magistrates from pro- 
moting and expressing that sentiment. As he 
passed from Breda to the IJague, he was attended 
by numerous crowds, and was received with the 
loudest acclamations ; as if themselves, not their 
rivals in power and commerce, were now restored to 
peace and security. The States-general, in a body, 
and afterwards the States of flolland apart, per- 
formed their compliments with the {greatest solem- 
nity. person of distinction \v^as ambitious 

of being introduced to his Majesty ; all ambassadors 
and public ministers of Kings, Princes, or States, 
repaired to him, and professed the joy of their 
masters in his behalf; So that one would have 
thought, that from the unite,d efforts of Christendom 
had been derived this revolution, which diffused 
every where such universal satisfaction. , 

The English fleet came in sight of Scheveling. 
Montague had not waited for orders from the par- 
liament; but had persuaded the* officers, of them- 
selves, to tender their duty to llis Majesty. The 
Duke oi York iinniediately went on board, and took 
the command of tho fleet as high admiral. 

When the King disembarked at Dover, he was 
met by the general, whom he cordially embraced. 

Never subject, m fact, probably in his intentions, 

• iiad 
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CHaV had deserved better of his King and country. In 
LXII. the space of a few months, without effusion of blood, 
cautious and disinterested conduct alone, he 
had bestowed settlement on three kingdomS, which 
had long been torn with thvi most violeirt convulsions : 
And having obstinately refused the most inviting 
conditions offered him by the King, as well as by 
every party in the kingdom, he freely restored his 
injured master to the vacant throne. The King 
20th May. entered. London on tho 2 yth of May, which was 
also his bii*th-day. The fond imaginations ‘of men 
interpreted as a happy omen the concurrence of 
two such joj^ful periods. 


At this cra^, it may be proper to stop a moment, 
and take* a general survey of the age, so far as re- 
gards manners, finances, arms, commeiT?l| arts, and 
sciences. The cliief use of history is,«f,hat it affords 
materials for dis([uisitions of this nature ; and il 
seems the duty of an historian to point out the 
proper infercuces and conclusions. 

Al;mrj(:r.s No people coidd undergo a change more sudden 
aii,i arts. entire in their manners, than did the English 

nation during this period. I'rom trampiillity, con- 
cord, submis.sion, sobriety, they passed in an instant 
to a state of faction, fanaticism, rebellion, and almost, 
frenzy. The violence of the English jtarties ex- 
ceeded any thing which we can now imagine : Hail 
they continued but a little longer, there was just 
reason to drbad all the horrors of the ancient mas- 
sacres and proscriptions. The military usurpers, 
vdioso authority was founded on palpable injustice, 
and was supported»by no national party, would have 

been 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 




331 


been impelled by rage and despair into such san- C 
guinary measures ; and if these furious expedients 
had been employed on one side, revenge would na- ~ 
turally nave pushed the other party, after a return of 
power, to retaliate upon their enemies. No social in- 
tercourse was maintained between the parties ; no 
.marriages or alliances contracted. The royalists, 
though oppressed, harassed, persecuted, disdained 
all affinity with their masters. The more they were 
reduced to subjection, the ’greater superiority did 
they affect above those usurpers, who by violence 
and injuirtico had acquired an ascendant over them, 
Tiik manners of tire two factioiis wene as opposite 
as those of the most distant nations. “ Your friends, 

“ the Cavaliers,'’ said a parliamentarian to a royalist, 

“ arc very dissolute and debauched. ’’ “ True,” 

replied the royalist, “ they have the infiianities of 
“men: But your friends, the Roundheads, have 
“ the vices of devils, tyranny, rebellion, and sj)i- 
“ ritual pride. ” ' Riot and disorder,, it is certain, 
notwithsta^in^ the good example ^ct 'them by 
Charles [.^prevailed very much ainong his partisans. 
Being comjriSnly men of birth and foiTune, to whom 
e.xccsses arc less pernicious than to the vulgar’, they 
were too apt to indulge t'iiomsclvcs in ail pleasures, 
jrarticularly those* of the table. Opposition to the 
rigid preciseness of their antagonists inci’cased their 
inclination to good fellowship ; and the character 
of a man oi’ pleasure was affected among them, as a 
sure pledge of attachment to the church and mo- 
•narchy. Even when ruined by ^ confiscations and 
sequestrations, they endeavoured to maintain the 
apjrearance ol" p. careless and social jollity. “ As 
“ much as hope is superior to fear, .?aid a poor and 
merry cavalier, ‘'so much is our situation preferable 
“ to that of our enemies. \Vc laugh while they 
“ tremble." 
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CHAP. The gloomy enthusiasm which prevailed among 
jjie parliamentary party, is surely the most curious 
spectacle presented by any history ; and ^he most 
instructive, as well as entertaining, to a philosophical 
mind. All recfeations Vere, in a manner, sus- 
pended by the rigid severity of the presbyterians 
and independents. Horse-races and cock-matches. 
\rere prohibited as the greatest enormities. “ Even 
bear-baiting was esteemed heathenish and un- 
christian : The sport of it, not the inhumanity, gave 
offence. .Colonel Hewson, from his pious zeal, 
marched with his regiment into London,- and de- 
stroyed all ti'.e bears, which were there kept for the 
diversion of the citizens. This adventure seems to 
have given birth to the. fiction of lludibras. Though 
the English nation be naturally candid and sincere, 
hypocrisy prevailed among them beyond any exam ple 
in ancient or modern times. The religious hypo- 
crisy, it may be remarked, is of a peculiar nature ; 
and being generally unknown to the person him- 
self, thov'igh more dangerous, it implies less false- 
hood than any other species of insincerity* The Old- 
Testament, preferably to the New, waf'the favourite 
of alhthe sectaries. The eastern poetical style of 
that composition made it more easily susceptible of 
a turn which was agreeable to them. 

W E have had occasion, in the course of this work, 
to speak of many of the sects which prevailed in 
England : To enumerate them all would be impos- 
sible. The quakers, however, are so considerable, 
at least so singular, as to merit some attention ; and ■ 
as they renounced by principle the use of arms, 
they never made such a figure in public transactions 
as to en-ter into any part of our narrative. 

The religion of the quakers, like most others, 
began with the lowest vulgar, and, in its progress, 
came at lust to comprehend people of better quality 
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and fashion. George Fox, bom at Drayton in Lan- 
cashire, in 1624, was the founder of this sect. He 
was th^ son of a weaver, and was himself bound ap- 
prentice to a shoe-maker. Feelirvg a stronger impulse 
towards spiritual contem^llations than towards that 
mechanical profession, he left his master, and went 
.about the country clothed in a leathern doublet, a 
dress which he longaffected, as wellfor its singularity 
as its cheapness. That he might wean himself from 
sublunary objects, he broke»off all connections with 
his friends and family, and never dwelt a moment in 
one place ; Ipst habit should beget new connections, 
and depress the sublimity of his.aerialwneditations. 
He frequently wandered into the woods, and passed 
whole days in hollow trees, without company, or any 
other amusement than his Bible. Having reached 
tliat pitch of perfection as to need no other book, he 
soon advanced to another state of spiritual progress, 
and began to pay less regard even to that divine 
composition itself. Ilis own breast, he imagined, was 
full of the same inspiration which had guided the 
prophets Wflfl ifjiostles tliemselves ; and by this in- 
ward light ir«ist every spiritual obscurity be cleared, 
by this living spirit must the dead letter be aniir/ated. 

Whkn he had been sufKciently consecrated in his 
own imagination, he felt that the fumes of self-ap- 
plause soon dissipate, if not continually supplied by 
the admiration of others ; and he began to seek 
proselytes. Proselytes were easily gained at a time 
when all men’s affections were turned towards reli- 
•gion, and when the most extravagant modes of it 
were sure to be most popular. * All the forms of 
ceremony, invented by pride and ostentation, Fox 
and his disciples, from a superior pride and osten- 
“ tation, carefully rejected : Even the ordinary rites of 
civility were shunned, as the nourishment of carnal 
vanity and self-conceit. They would bestow no titles 
of distinction : The name of fmnd was the only 

salutation 
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salutation with which they indiscriminately accosted 
every one. To no person would they make a bow, 
or move their hat, or give any signs of reyerence. 
Instead of that affected adulation, introduced into 
modern tongues, of speaking to individuals as if they 
were a multitude, they returned to the simplicity ol' 
ancient languages; and thou and thee, were the only, 
expressions which, on any consideration, they could 
be brought to employ. 

Drf:S's too, a materiahcircumstance, distinguished 
the members of this, sect. Every superttiiity and or- 
nament was carefully retrenched : iSo jxlaits to their 
coat, no bntt'')ns to their sleeves : No lace, no ruffles, 
no embroidery. Even a button to*t,he hat, though 
sometimes useful, yct-not being always so, was uni- 
versally rejected by them with horror and dctestati(m. 

Thk violent eiithu.siasm ol this sect, like all high 
pa.ssions, being too strong for the weak nerves to 
sustain, threw the jireachers into convulsions, and 
shakings, and distortions in their limbs; and they 
thence received the appellation of (juukerx. Amidst, 
the great toleration whieh was tlicn to all 

sects, and even encouragement given 'l;o all innova- 
tions; this sect alone sud'ered persecution. Erom tin 
fervour of their zeal, the([uakcrs broke into churches, 
disturbed public worship, and harassed the minister 
and audience with railing and reproaches. When 
carried before a magistrate, they refused him all re- 
verence, arid treated him with the same familiarity as 
if he had been their equal. .Sometimes they were 
thrown into mad-houscs, sometimes into prisons :• 
Sometimes whipped, sometimes pilloried. The ])!i- 
tience and fortitude with wliich they suffered, begat 
compa-s-sion. admiration, esteem.^ A supernatural 
’ • spirit 


• The follow iiif? slow is lold by Whitlocke, p, 509 . Some qviak( r> 
Hasinuiou in iSorthpmborlaMl to iho niinistoi on 

^w!Ji.»af!I-^I^)), and speaking to liim, the people fell upon the (piakers, 
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spirit was believed to support them under those suf- c ii a p. 
ferings, which the ordinary state of humanity, freed 
from tb|! illusions of passion, is unable to sustain. leco. 

The quakers crept into thetarray: But as they 
preached universal peace, ’they seduced the military 
zealots from their profession, and would soon, had 
.they been suft'ered, have put an end, without any de- 
feat or calamity, to the dominion of the saints. These 
attempts became a fresh ground of persecution, and 
a new reason for their progi*ess among the people. 

jMohaes with this sect were carried, Onafectcd to 
be carrietl, to the same degree of extravagance as re- 
ligion. Give a quaker a blow on one ciieek, he held 
up the other : Ask his cloak, he gave you his coat 
also: The greatest interest could not engage him, in 
any court of judk’atnre, to swear even to the truth: 

He never asked more for his wares than the precise 
sum which he was determined td accept. This last 
maxim is laudable, and continues still to be reli- 
giously observed by that sect, , 

No fan atics ever carried farther J;he hatred to cere- 
monies, {\mk ,m’ders, rites, and positive institutions. 

Even baptisfi and tlic Lord’s su])per, by all other 
sects believed to be interwoven with the veryvitals 
of Christianity, were disdainfully rejected by them. 

The very Sabbath’they profaned. The holiness of 
churches they derided ; and they wovdd give to these 
sacred edifices no other appellation than that of. shops 
or .steeple- hou-^^cs. No priests were admitted into their 
sect: Every one had received from immediate illumi- 
nation a character much superior to the sacerdotal. 

When they met for divine wmrshrp, each rose up in 


and almost kilfod one or#t\vo of them, who, out, ^tll oa their knees, 

and pr.i>(d Cod to parthjii tlu; j)t‘0]ile, wlio knew not what they did; 
und al'lertv'aids spt^akiii^ to the people, so roiivince.d them of the ivil 
they had done in beating' them, that, the comitiy people fell a quar- 
relling-, and beat one onotiier more than jjliey had before beaten tltc 
tpiakeLS. 
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his place, and delivered the extemporary inspirations 
of the Holy Ghost : Women were also admitted to 
teach the brethren, and were considered as proper 
vehicles to convey the dictates of the Spirit. Some- 
times a great many preachers were moved to speak 
at once : Sometimes a total silence prevailed in their 
congregations. 

. Some quakers attempted to fast forty days in imi- 
tation of Christ ; and one of them bravely perished 
in the experiment.® A /emale quaker came naked 
into the church, where the Protector sat^ b^ng 
moved by the spirit, as she said, to appear ns a sign 
to the people., A number of them fancied, that the 
renovation of all things had commenced, and that 
clothes were tb be rejected, together with other su- 
perfluities. The sufferings which followed the pi'ac- 
tice of this doctrine, were a species of persecution 
not well calculated for promoting it. 

J A .MEs N A V 1.0 R was a quaker, noted for blasphemy, 
or rather madness, in tlie time of the protectorship. 
He fancied that he himself was transformed into 
Christ, and was bdbome the real savib.ir^' die world ; 
and in consequence of this frenzy, he.j^ndeavoured 
to imitate many actions of the Messiah related in the 
Evangelists. As he bore a resemblance to the com- 
mon pictures of Christ, he allowed his beard to grow 
in a like form ; He raised, a person from the dead'’ : 11(; 
was ministered unto by women' ; He entered Bristol . 
mounted on a harse: I suppose, from the difficulty in 
that placeof finding an ass : His disciples spread their 
garments before him, and cried, “ Hosannah to the 
“ highest; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sabbaoth.' 
When carried before, the magistrate, he would give 
no other answer to all questions than “ thou hast 


If Whitlocke, p. 624. 

•' liarloifm Mi.scell;)ny, vol. 6. p. 399. One Dorcas Earberry nuul< 
before a magistrate, tliat she had been dead two days, and lltb' 
Naylor had hroeght her to life. ‘ Id, ibi‘d. 
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“ said it,” What is romarkable, the parliament 
thought that the matter deserved their attention. 
Near ten days they spent in inquiries and debates 
about nim. They condemned him to be pilloried, 
whipped, burned in the face, and to have his tongue 
bored through with a red-hot iron. All these 
severities he bore with the usual patience. So 
far his delusion supported him. But the sequel 
spoiled all. He was sent to Bridewell, confined to 
hard labour, fed on bread and water, and "debarred 
from all his disciples, male and female.* .His illusion 
dissipated, .and after some time he was contented to 
come out an ordinary man, *dnd retuiin to his usual 
occupations. 

The chief taxes in England, during the time of 
the commonwealth, were the monthly assessments, 
the excise, and the customs. The assessments were 
levied on personal estates, as w^ll as on land ‘ ; and 
commissioners were appointed in each county for 
rating the individuals. The highest assessment 
amounted to 120,000 pounds a month in' England ; 
the loweJrWa^5,000. The assessments in Scothand 
were someimes 10,000 pounds a-month ; com- 
monly Gobo. Those in Ireland 9000. At ‘a me- 
dium this tax might have afforded about a million a- 
year. The excise, during the civil wars, was 
levied on bread, flesh-meat, as well as beer, ale, 
strong waters, and many other commodities. After 
the King was subdued, bread and* flesh-meat were 
exempted from excise. The customs on exporta- 
tion were lowered in 1656. " In 1650, commission- 
ers were appointed to levy "both cxistoms and 
excises. Cromwell in 1657 returned to the old prac- 
tice of farming’. Eleven hundred thousand pounds 
were then offered, both for customs ‘and excise ; a 
greater sum than had ever been levied by the com- 
missioners ° : The whole of the taxes during that 

>< Thurlos, voi. V. p. 708. ' Scobe!, p. 419. ■" Thurloe, 

vol. ii. p. 476. ” icobel, 1 >. 370. • Tharloe, vol. vi. p. 425. 
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CHAi’. period might at a medium amount to above two 
millions a-year ; a sum which, though moderate, 
1660 . much exceeded the revenue of any former .King. ’’ 
Sequestrations, compositions, sale of crow’n and 
church lands, and'of thclaiRlsof delinquents, yielded 
also considerable sums, but very diffierdt to be 
estimated. Chureh lands are said to have been sold 
for a million. '' None of these were ever valued 
at above ten or eleven years’ purchase.’ The estates 
of delinquents amounted to above 200,000 pounds 
a-year. ” C’romw'ell died more than two millions in 
debt'; though the parliament had left him in the 
treasury abov*^! 500,000 pounds ; and in stores, the 
value of 700,000 pounds. " 

The committee of danger in April 1048 voted 
to raise the army to 40,000 men. " The same year, 
the pay ot the army was estimated at 80,000 pounds 
a-inonth. ' The establishment of the army in 1052 
was, in Scotland, 15,000 lb»t, 2580 horse, 500 dra- 
goons; in England, 4700 foot, 2520 horse, garri- 
sons 0154'. In all, 31 ,510, besides officers. ' The 
army in Scotland was afterwards cbiiSlt’i'rably re- 
duced. The army in Ireland was not much short 
of 20,000 men ; so that, upon the whole, the com- 
monwealth maintained in 1052 a standing army of 
more than 50,000 men. Its pay amounted to a 
yearly sum of 1,047,715 pounds. ” Afterwards the 
Protector reduced the establishment to 30,000 men, 
as appears by the Instrument of Government and 
Humble Petition and Advice. His frequent ente. - 
prises obliged him from time to time to augment 
them. Richard had on foot in England an army 
of 13,258 men, in Scotland 950G, in Ireland about 
* • 

4 

P it iippPMr.s tii.'it tlio lofe Kin^’.8 rovciuir, from 1637 to the niortiii^M)! 
the fiOng V^riilianioni, was only H0O,000 ponnels, of which 200,000 may in' 
inr/i illegal. 'i Dr. Walker, |). 14. 'Dim loo, vol. i. p. 7')3. 

‘ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 414 , t Ihjj. vol, vii, p. 667. 

'* World’s Mistake in Olivir Cromwell. '' Whitlocke, p. 296. 

^ Ibid. p.37b. y Journal, 2d December, 1652. ^ Id. Ibid. 
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10,000 men. ' The foqt soldiers had commonly 
a shilling a-day.*' The horse had two shillings and 
sixrpence ; so that many gentlemen and younger 
brothefs of good family inlisted in the Protector’s 
cavalry.*^ No wonder that such. men were averse 
from the re-establishmcnt of civil government, by 
which, they well knew, they must be deprived of so 
gainful a profession. 

At the time of the battle oi’ Worcester, the par- 
liament had on foot about ji0,0()() men, pa^tly^mili- 
tia, partly regular forces. The vigour of the com- 
raonweajth, and the great capacity of those mem- 
bers who had assumed the government^ never at any 
time appeared so conspicuous. 

The whole revenue of the j)ublic, during the pro- 
tectorship of Richard, was e.slimated at 1,868,717 
pounds ; llis annual expenses at 2, •2()l,o40 pounds. 
An additional revenue was demanded from parlia- 
ment. ' . • 

Tut: commerce and inclustry of England increased 
extremely during the peaceable ])ericd of ('harlos's 
reign : Tewirtr«ilc to the East-Indies mid to Guinea 
became considerable. The Phiglisli possessed almost 
the sole trade wdth Spain. Twenty thousand cloths 
were annually sent to Turkey.' Commerce met 
with interruption, no doubt, from the civil wars 
and convulsions which afterw'ards prevailed ; though 
it soon recovered after the ckablishment of the com- 
monwealth. The war with the Dutch, by distressing 
the commerce of so formidable a rivaf, served to 
.encourage trade in England: The Spanish war 
was to an equal degree pernicious. All the effects 
of the English merchants, to an immense value, 
were contiscalcd in Spain. The preyalence of de- 
mocratical principles engaged the country gentlemen 

* Journal, Gtb of April, 10 " 9. # 'riiuiloe, vol. i. p. 395. 

vol. ii. p. 414. ® Guinble’s Life of Monk. 

^ Whitlocke, p,477. ' Journal, 7tU April, 1659. 

* Strafford’s I.ieltors, \ol, *. p. 421. 423. 430. 467. 
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CHAP, to bind their sons apprentices to merchants^; and 
LXii. commerce has ever since been more honourable 
in England than in any other European kingdom. 
The exclusive companies, which formerly confined 
trade, were never expressly abolished by any ordi- 
nance of parliament during the commonwealth; 
but as men paid no regard to the prerogative 
whence the charters of these companies were de- 
rived, the monoply was gradually invaded, and 
comrfteroe increased by the increase of liberty. In- 
terest in 16, 50 was reduced to six per cent. 

The customs in England, before the civil wars, 
are said to havo amounted to 500,000 pounds a- year'’ : 
A sum ten times greater than during the best period 
in Queen Elizabeth’s reign : But there is probably 
some exaggeration in this matter. 

The post-house in 1653 was farmed at 10,000 
pounds a-year, which was deemed a considerable 
sum for nie three kingdoij^s. Letters paid only 
about half their present postage. 

From lOlO to 1638, there had been coined 
6,900,042 pounds. From 1638 to‘i'^o37,'‘ihe coin- 
age amounted to 7,733,521 pounds. ‘f-i Dr. Dave- 
nant has told us from the registers of the mint, 
that between 1558 and 1659, there had been coined 
19,832,476 pounds in gold and silver. 

The first mention of tea, cofiee, and chocolate, 
is about 1660. '' Asparagus, artichokes, cauliflower, 
and a variety of .sallads, were about the same time 
introduced into England. ' 

The colony of INew England increased by means 
of the puritans, ■who fled thither, in order to free 
themselves from the constraint which Laud and the 
chu’^ch party had imposed upon them ; and, before 
the commencement of the civil wars, it is supposed 

• 

Clarendon. Lewis Robert’s Treasure of Traffick. 

* HappyTiiture State of Etieland. ^ Anderson, vol. ii. p. IH- 

' Id. Ibid. 
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to have contained 25,000 souls. “ For a like reason 
the catholics, afterwards, who found themselves ex- 
posed^ to many hardships, and dreaded still worse 
treatment, went over to Ameirica in great numbers, 
and settled the colony of Maryland. 

Befohe the civil wars, learning and the fine arts 
were favoured at court, and a good taste began to 
prevail in the nation. The King loved pictures, sopie- 
times handled the pencil himself, and was a good 
judge of the art. The pieces of foreign masters were 
bought up at a vast price ; and the value of pictures 
doubled in. Europe by the emulation between Charles 
and Philip IV. of Spain, who were tcuched with the 
same elegant passion. Vandyke was caressed and 
enriched at court. Inigo JLones was master of the 
King’s buildings ; though afterwards persecuted by 
the parliament, on account of the part which he had 
in rebuilding St. Paul’s, and for 'obeying some orders 
of council, by which he was directed to pull down 
houses, in order to make room for that edifice. Laws, 
who had not been surpassed by any musician before 
him, waJTfln^fTbeloved by the King, who called him 
the father td' music. Charles was a good judge of 
writing, and was thought by some more anxious with 
regard to purity of style than became a monarch. " 
Notwithstanding 4iis narrow revenucfand his freedom 
from all vanity, he lived in such magnificence, that 
he possessed four-and-twenty palaces, all of them 
elegantly and completely furnished; insomuch that, 
when he removed from one to another, he was not 
obliged to transport any thing along with him. 

CuoMWELL, though himseif a* barbarian, was not 
insensible to literary merit. Usher, notwithstanding 
his being a bishop, received a pension from him. 
Marvel and Milton were in hisserviefe. Waller, who 
was his relation, was caressed by him. That poet 
• * 
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always said, that the Protector himself was not so 
wholly illiterate as was commonly imagined. He 
gave a hundred pounds a-year to the divinitjV pro- 
fessor at Oxford ; afcd an historian mentions this 
bounty as an instance of his love of literature. ” He 
intended to have erected a college at Durham for 
the benefit of the northern counties. 

Civil wars, especially when founded on principles 
of liberty, are not commonly unfavourable to the 
arts of eloquence and composition ; or rather, by 
presenting nobler and more interesting objects, they 
amply compensate that tranquillity of .which they 
bereave the Muses. The speeches of the parlia- 
mentary orators during this period are of a strain 
much superior to what any former age had produced 
in England ; and the force and compass of our tongue 
were then first put to trial. It must, however, be con- 
fessed, that the wretched fanaticism which so much 
infected the parliamentary party, was no less destruc- 
tive of taste aqd science, than of all law and order. 
Gaiety and %yit were proscribed : Human learning- 
despised ; Freedom of inquiry detest'd^ 'Cant and 
hypocrisy alone encouraged. It was aiif^.irticlc posi- 
tively insisted on in the preliminaries to the treaty of 
Uxbridge, that all play-houses should for ever be 
abolished. Sii* John Davenant, says Whitlocke, '' 
speaking of the year 1G5-8, published an opera, not- 
withstanding the nicety of the times. All the 
King’s furniture nvas j)ut to sale : Ilis pictures, di.s 
posed of at very low prices, enriched all the collec- 
tions in Europe ; The cartoons, when complete, were 
only appraised at .300 pounds, though the whole col- 
lection of the King’s curiosities was sold at above 
50,000. Evert the royal palaces were pulled in 
pieces, and the materials of them "sold. The very 
library and medals at St. .lames’s were intended by 
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the generals to be brought, to auction, in order to pay c ii a p. 
the arrears of some regiments of cavalry quartered 
near London: T3ut Seldcn, apprehensive of the loss, 
eugage^l his friend Whitlockc, ihen lord-keeper for 
the commonwealth, to appiy for tht>office of librarian. 

This expedient saved that valuable collection. 

It is, however, remarkable, that the greatest genius 
by far that shone out in England during this period, 
was deeply engaged with these fanatics, and evbn 
prostituted his pen in the^ological controyersy, in 
factious disputes, and in justifying the, most violent 
measure^ of the party. This was .lolm Milton, 
whose poems are admirable, though yablc to some 
objections ; his prose writings disagreeable, though 
not altogether defective in genius. ‘Nor are all his 
poems equal ; If is Paradise Lost, his Comus, and 
a Jew others, shine out amidst some flat and in- 
sipid compositions ; Even in the. Paradise Lost, his 
capital performance, there are very long passages, 
amounting to near a third of the work, almost 
wholly destitute of harmony and elegance, nay, of 
all vigouipB4»fi«tigination. This natural inequality 
in Milton’s ijenius was much irrereased by the in- 
equalities *iu his subject ; of which some pai;ts are 
of themselves the most lofty that can enter into 
human concejdioii ; others would have rcfpiired the 
most laboured elegance of composition to support 
them. It is certain, that this author, when in a 
happy mood, and einjdoyed on a jioblp subject, is 
the most \/onderfuliy sublime of any poc't in any 
language; Homer and Lucretius and Tasso not 
excepted. More concise than Homer, more simple 
than Tasso, more nervous than Lucretius ; had he 
lived in a latcY age, and learned Jlo poljsh some 
rudeness in his .verses; had he cnjoy»ed better lor- 
tune, and posses.scd leisure to waitch the returns oi 
genius in himsell, iie had attained the pinnacle ot 
perfection, and borne, away the palm of epic poetry. 
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It is well known, that jyiilton never enjoyed in 
his lifetime the repuation which he deserved. His 
Paradise Lost was long neglected ; Prejudices 
against an apologist ^or the regicides, and against a 
work not wholly purged -from the cant of former 
times, kept the ignorant world from perceiving the 
prodigious merit of that performance. Lord Somers, 
by encouraging a good edition of it, about twenty 
ye'ars after the author’s death, first brought it into 
request;, and Tonson, in,his dedication of a smaller 
edition, speaks of it as a work just beginning to be 
known. Elven during the prevalence of jMilton’s 
party, he seems never to have been much regarded; 
and WhitlocRe talks of one Milton, as he calls 
him, a blind mem, who jvas employed in translating 
a treaty with Sweden into Latin. . These forms of 
expression are amusing to posterity, who consider 
how obscure Whitlocke himself, though lord- 
keeper and ambassador, and indeed a man of great 
abilities and merit, has become in comparison of 
Milton. 

It is not strange that Milton recei.- s4"t-'0 encou- 
ragement after the restoration: It isvUiore to be 
admired that he escaped with his life.' Many of 
the cavaliers blamed extremely that lenity towards 
him, which was so honourable in, the King, and su 
advantageous to posterity. It is said, that he had 
saved Davenant’s life during the protectorship ; and 
Davenant, tn rej.urn, afforded him like protection 
after the restoration ; being sensible that men of 
letters ought always to regard their sympathy of taste 
as a more powerful band of union, than any diffe- 
rence of party or opinion as a source of animosity. 
It was dqiiug a, state of poverty, blindness, disgrace, 
danger, and old age, that Milton composed his 
wonderful poem, which not only surpassed all the 
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performances of his contemporaries, but all the com- 
positions which had flowed from his pen during the 
vigour of his age and the height of his prosperity. 
This circumstance is not the l^ast remarkable of all 
those which attend that -great genius. He died in 
1674, aged 66. 

Waller was the first refiner of English poetry, 
at least of English rhyme ; but his performances 
still abound with many faults, and, what is more 
material, they contain bip feeble and superficial 
beautfes. Gaiety, wit, and ingenuityj qre their rul- 
ing character : They aspire not to the sublime ; still 
less to the pathetic. They treat of, love, without 
making us feel any tenderness ; and abound in pane- 
gyric, without exciting admiration. ' The panegyric, 
however, on Cromwell, contains more force than we 
should expect from the other compositions of this 
poet. 

Waller was born to an ample fortune, was 
early introduced to the court, and lived in the best 
company. Ife possessed talents for eloquence as 
well as and till his death, which happened 

in a good q^d age, he was the delight of the house 
of commo'ns. The errors of his life proceedejd more 
from want of courage, than of honour or integrity. 
He died in 1687,. aged 82. 

Cowley is an author exjtremely corrupted by the 
bad taste of his age ; but had he lived even in the 
purest times of Greece or Rome, , he must always 
have been a very indifferent poet. He had no ear 
for harmony ; and his verses are only known to be 
such by the rhyme which terminates them. In his 
rugged untuneable numbers are conveyed senti- 
ments the mo'st strained and distorted; long-spun 
allegories, distant allusions, and forced conceits. 
Great ingenuity, however, and vigour of thought, 
sometimes break out amidst those unnatural concep- 
tions : A few anacreontics surprise us by their ease 
and gaiety* : Kis prose writings ple.ise, by the honesty 
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and goodness which they express, and even by their 
spleen and melancholy. This author was much more 
praised and admired during his life-time, and cele- 
brated after his deatji, than the great Miltoifi He 
died in 1667, aged 49. 

Sir John Denham, in Jus Coopers Hill, (for none 
of his other poems merit attention,) has a loftiness 
and vigour, which had not before him been attained 
by "any English poet who wrote in rhyme. The me- 
chanical difficulties of that measure retarded its im- 
provement. . Shakespeare, whose tragie scenes are 
sometimes so wonderfully forcible and expressive, is 
a very indifferent poet when he attem{)ts to rhyme. 
Precision and neatness arc chiedy wanting in Den- 
ham. He died in 16^s^f, aged 73. 

No English author in tiiut age was more cele- 
brated both abroad and at home, than Hobbes : In 
our time he is much neglected : A lively instance, 
how precarious all reputations founded on reason- 
ing and philosophy ! A ])leasant comedy which 
paints the manners of tlu; age, and exposes a faith- 
ful picture of nature, is a durable wof!f,-'Tff'iV<'«is trans- 
mitted to the latest posterity. But a system, whe- 
ther physical or metaphysical, eomnuudy owes its 
success to its novelty ; and is no sooner canvassed 
with impartiality, than its wcakiu'ss is discovered 
Hobbes’s politics arc fitted only to promote tyranny, 
and his ethics to encourage licentiousness. Though 
an enemy to religion, he partakes nothing of the 
spirit of scepticism; but is as positive and dogmati- 
cal as if human reason, and his reason in particular, 
could attain a thorough conviction in these subjects. 
Clearness and propriety of style are the chief excel- 
lencies of Hobbes’s writings. In his Own person he 
is represented io have been a man of virtue; a cha- 
racier nowise surprising, notwithstanding hisliber- 
litii’ system of ethics. Timidity is the principal 
fault with which he is reproached : He lived to an 
extreme old age, yet could never reconcile himself 

to 
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to the thoughts of death. • The boldness of his opi- chap. 
nions and sentiments form a remarkable contrast 
to this part of his character. He died in 1679, 
aged 9l. / 

H akkinoton's Oceana was wei'l adapted to that 
age, when the plans of imaginary republics were 
^the daily subjects of debate and conversation; and 
even in our time, it is justly admired as a work of 
genius and invention. The idea, however, of a 
perfect and immortal commonwealth will always be 
found as ehimerical as that of a perfect and immor- 
tal man.’ 1]he style of lliis author wants ease and 
fluency ; but the good matter, Avhich )»iis work con- 
tains, makes compensation. ‘ He died in 1677, 
aged 66. ‘ 

Hauvev is entitled to the glory of having made, 
by reasoning alone, without any ini.vtureof accident, 
a capital discovery in one of the most important 
branches of science. He had also the happiness of 
establishing at once his theory on the most solid 
and convin cing^ proofs ; and postcrltv'^ has added 
little to iWfW^uincnts suggested by” his industry 
and ingenuity. His treatise of the cireulation of 
the blood is farther embellished by thatwarrcAh and 
spirit which so naturally accompany^ the genius ol 
invention. This great man was much favoured by 
Charles I. who gave him the liberty of using ail the 
deer in the royal forests for perfecting his discoveries 
on the generation of animals. wj^s remarked, 
that no physician in Europe, who had reached forty 
years of age, ever, to the end of his life, adopted 
Harvey’s doctrine of the circulcftion of the blood, 
and that his practise in London diminished extreme- 
ly, from the re j)roach drawn upon hwn by tliat great 
and signal discovery. So slow is the progress of 
truth in every science, even when not opposed by 
factious or superstitious prejudices ! He died in 
1657, aged 79. 


This 
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GHAP. This age affords great materials for history; but 
did not produce any accomplished historian. Cla- 
rendon, however, will always be esteemed sm enter- 
taining writer, even^ independent of our cunOsity to 
know the facts w'hich he relates. His style is prolix 
and redundant, and suffocates us by the length of 
its periods : But it discovers imagination and senti-, 
ment, and pleases us at the same time that we dis- 
approve of it. He is more partial in appearance 
than in reality : For ha seems perpetually anxious 
to apologize- for the King ; but his apologies are 
often well grounded. He is less partial, in ‘his rela- 
tion of facts, /han in his account of characters : He 
was too honest a man* to falsify the former ; his af- 
fections were easily capable, unknown to himself, 
of disguising the latter. An air. of probity and 
goodness runs through the whole work ; as these 
qualities did, in reality, embellish the whole life of 
the author. He died in 1674, aged 66. 

These are the chief performances which engage 
the attention of posterity. Those numberless pro- 
ductions, with which the press theif'atTR'uVJded ; the 
cant of the pulpit', the declamations o? party, the 
subtilties of theology, all these have long ago sunk 
in silence and oblivion. Even a writer, such as 
Selden, whose learning was his .chief excellency ; 
or Chillingworth, an acute disputant against the 
papists ; will scarcely be ranked among the classics 
of our language or country. 
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New Ministry. — Act pf Indemnity. — Settlement of the Revenue. — 

ITrial and Execution of the Regicides. — Dissolution of the Con- 
vention. — Parliament. — Prelacy restored. — Insurrection of the 
Millenarians. — Affairs of Scotland. — Conference at the Savoy. — 
Arguments for and against a Comprehension. — A new Parlia- 
ment. — Bishops’ Seats restored. — ‘CorjX)ration Act. — Act of 
UniformifJT^^^SSng’^ Marriage. — Trial of Vane — and Execution. 

— Presbyt^rllRi Clergy ejected. — Dunkirk sold to the French. — 
Declaration of Indulgence. — Decline of Clarendon's Credit. 

C H4RLES II. when he ascended the throne of chap. 

his ance^tors, was thirty years of age. He ^xiii. 
possessed a vigorous constitution, •a shape, a 

manly figure, a graceful air; and though his fea- 
tures were harsh, yet was his countenance in the 
main lively and engaging. He Was in that period 
of life, when there remains enough of youth to ren- 
der the person amiable, without preventings that au- 
thority and regard which attend the years of expe- 
rience and maturity. Tenderness was excited by 
the memory of his recent adversities. His present 
prosperity was the object rather of admiration than 
of envy. A&d as thesudden andsurpvising revolution’, 

which 
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CHAP, which restored him to bis regal rights, had also 
LXiii. restored the nation to peace, law, order, and li- 
1660 no Prince ever obtained a crown in more 

favourable cireumsfiginces, or was more ble'^t with 
the cordial affection and attachment of his sub- 
jects. 

This popularity the King, by his whole demeanour, 
and behaviour, was well qualified to support and to 
increase. To a lively wit and quick comprehen- 
sion, he*united a just ynderstanding and a general 
observatioii both of men and things. The ‘easiest 
manners, the most unaffected politeness, the most 
engaging gai^y, accompanied his conversation and 
address. Accustomed, during his exile, to live 
among his coufticrs i^^ier like a companion than a 
monarch, he retained, even while on the throne, 
that open aflability which was capable of reconcil- 
ing the most determined republicans to his royal 
dignity. Totally devoid of resentment, as well 
from the natural lenity as carelessness of his temper, 
he insured pardon to the most guilty of his enemies, 
and left hopes of favour to his mo!^’ *f!(Bri%nt oppo- 
nents. From the whole tenour of his^ actious and 
discourse, he seemed desirous of losing the memory 
of past animosities, and of uniting every party in an 
affection for their Prince and their- native country. 
Newrai- Into his couiicil Were .admitted the most eminent 
nistry. men of the nation, without regard to former distinc- 
tions : The liceskyterians, e(|ually with the royalists, 
shared this honour. Aimesley was also created Earl 
of Anglesey ; Ashley Cooper, Lord Ashley ; Denzil . 
Hollis, Lord llolli?<. The Earl of Manchester wa'< 
appointed lord chamberlain, and Lord Say, privy- 
s.eal. Calamy and Baxter, presbyteriau clergymen, 
were even made chaplains to the King. 

Admjra r, Montague, created Earl of Sandwich, 
was entitled, from his recent services, to great fa- 
vour ; and he obtained it. Monk, created Duke of 
Albemarle, had performed such signal services, 

lhat. 
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that, according to a vulgar and malignant observa- 
tion, he ought rather to have expected hatred and 
ingratiUide: Yet was he ever treated by the King 
with ^’eat marks of distinction. Charles’s dispo- 
sition, free from jealousy ; and the prudent beha- 
viour of the general, who never over-rated his me- 
rits ; prevented all those disgusts which naturally 
arise in so delicate a situation. The capacity too of 
Albemarle was not extensive, and his parts were 
more solid than shining. , Though he had distin- 
guished himself in inferior stations, •he was ima- 
gined, u^)on, familiar actpiaintanee, not to be wholly 
equal to those gicftt achievements, yjhich fortune, 
united to ],)rudcacc, had enabled him to ])erform; and 
he appeared unfit ibr the c(iqrt, a s'eene of life to 
which he had never been accustomed. Morrice, his 
friend, was created secretary of state, and was sup- 
ported more by his patron’s credit than by his own 
abilities or ex])erience. 

But the choice which the King at lirst made of 
his principal ministers and favourites, was the cir- 
cumstanc chiefly gave conteiitment to the 

nation, a\id#prognosticaled future happiness and 
tranquillity. Sir Edward Ityde, created Earl of 
Clarendon, was chancellov and ))rime minister : 
The Marquis, created Duke of Ormond, was steward 
of the household; 'I’ho !vavl of Southampton, high 
treasurer: Sir Edward Micholas, secretary of state. 
These men, united together in friendship, and com- 
bining in the same laudable inclinations, supported 
.each others credit, and piir.sucd the interests of the 
public. 

Aorkicaui F. to the present prosperity of public 
aft'airs, was the" universal joy and ic*itivity.difFused_ 
throughout the nation. The melancholy austerity 
of the fanatics fell into discredit, together with their 
principles. The royalists, who had ever affected a 
contrary disposition, found in ^heir recent success 
new motives for mirth and gaiety; and it now 

belonged 
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belonged to them to give repute and fashion to their 
manners. From past experience it had sufficiently 
appeared, that gravity was very distinct from wis- 
dom, formality from virtue, and hypocrisy from 
religion. The King himself, who bore a strong 
propensity to pleasure, served, by his powerful and 
engaging example, to banish those sour and malig- 
nant humours, which had hitherto engendered such 
confusion. And though the just bounds were un- 
doubtedly passed, when men returned from their 
former extreme ; yet was the public happy in ex- 
changing vices, pernicious to society, for disorders, 
hurtful chiefly to the individual themselves who 
were guilty of them. 

It required ^ome time before the several parts of 
the state, disfigured by war and faction, could re- 
cover their former arrangement : But the parliament 
immediately fell into good correspondence with 
the King, and they treated him with the same du- 
tiful regard which had usually been paid to his pre- 
decessors. Being summoned without the King’s 
consent, they received, at first, oifi*^9EftAUitle of a 
convention ; and it’ was not till he j)ass(nl an act for 
that purpose, that they were called by the appella- 
tion of parliament. All. judicial proceedings, trans- 
acted in the name of the commonwealth or protec- 
tor, were ratified by a now law. And both houses, 
acknowledging the guilt of the former rebellion, 
gratefully received, in their own name, and in that 
of all the subjects, his Majesty s gracious pardon 
and indemnity. 

The King, before his restoration, being afraid of 
reducing any of his enemies to despair, and at the 
same time unwilling that such enormous crimes as 
had been committed, should receive a total impu- 
nity, had expressed himself very cautiously in his 
declaration of Breda, and had promised an indem- 
nity to all crimmals -but such as should be excepted 
by parliament. He now issued a proclamation. 

declarini; 
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declaring that such of tlic late King’s judges as did 
not yield themselves prisoners within fourteen days 
should receive no pardon. Nineteen surrendered 
themselves: Some were taken ;n their flight: Others 
escaped beyond sea. • * 

The commons seemed to have been more inclined 
to lenity than the lords. The upper house, in- 
flamed by the ill usage which they had received, 
were resolved, besides the late King’s judges, to ex- 
cept every one who had sitten in any high* court of 
justice. Nay, the Earl of Bristol mt)ved, that no 
pardon might be granted to those who had any wise 
contributed to the King’s death. So wide an ex- 
ception, in which every one who had served the 
parliament might be comprebgnded, gave a general 
alarm ; and men. began to apprehend, that this mo- 
tion was the effect of some court artifice or intrigue. 
But the King soon dissipated these fears. He came 
to the house of peers ; and, in the most earnest 
terms, passed the act of general indemnity. He 
urged both the necessity of the thing, and the obli- 
gation of’'flW*!*Brmcr promise : A promise, he said, 
which he w>uld ever regard as ‘sacred ; since to it 
he probably owed the satisfaction, which at present 
he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament. 
This measure of the King's was received with great 
applause and satisfaction. . 

After repeated solicitations, the act of indem- 
nity passed both houses, and soon rgeebied the royal 
assent. Those who had an immediate hand in the 
. late King’s death, were there e.xcepted : Even Crom- 
well, Ireton, Bradshaw% and otheVs now dead, were 
attainted, and their estates forfeited. Vane and 
Lambert, though none of the regickles, w'*ere alsq 
excepted. St. John and seventeen •persons more 
were deprived of all benefit from this act, if they 
ev.er accepted any public employment. All who 
had sitten in any illegal high court of justice were 
voE. VI r.* A A disabled 
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disabled from bearing ofiices. These were all the 
severities which followed such furious civil wars and 
convulsions. 

The next businesswas the settlement of the'King’s 
revenue. In this 'work, the parliament had regard 
to public freedom, as well as to the support of the 
crown. The tenures of wards and liveries had long 
been regarded as a grievous burden by the nobility 
and gentry : Several attempts had been made during 
the reign of James to purchase this prerogative, to- 
gether with that of purveyance; and 200,000 pounds 
a year had been offered that prince in lieu of them : 
W ardships and purveyance had been utterly abolished 
by the republican parliament : And even in the pre- 
sent parliament, before the King arrived in England, 
a bill had been introduced, offering, him a compen- 
sation for the emoluments of these prerogatives. 
A hundred thousand pounds a year was the sum 
agreed to ; and half of the excise was settled in 
perpetuity upon the crown, as the fund whence this 
revenue should be levied. Tho ugh t hat impost 
yielded more profit, the bargain raif??PSIi>tisteemed 
hard ; and it was chiefly the necessity the King’s 
situation which induced him to consent to it. No 
request of the parliament, during the present joy, 
could be refused them. 

Tonnage and poundage and the other half of 
the excise were granted to the King during life. The 
parliament eyerwproceeded so far as to vote that the 
settled revenue of the crown for all charges should 
be 1,200,000 pounds a year ; a sum greater than 
any English monarch had ever before enjoyed. Bid 
as all the princes of Europe were perpetually aug- 
menting Xheir military force, and consequently their 
expense, it became requisite that England, from 
motives both of honour and security, should bear 
some proportion to them, and adapt its revenue 
to the neyv system of politics which prevailed. 

According 
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According to the chancellor’s computation, a charge ' 
of 800,000 pounds a year was at present lequisite 
for the fleet and other articles, which formerly cost 
the crown but eighty thousand. 

Had the parliament, before restoring the King, 
insisted on any farther limitations than those which 
the constitution already imposed; besides the danger 
of reviving former quarrels among parties ; it woqld 
seem that their precaution had been entirely super- 
fluous. By reason of its slender and precarious re- 
venue,’ the crown in effect was still totally depen- 
dent. Not, a fourth part of this sum, which seemed 
requisite for public expenses, could fie levied with- 
out consent of parliament ; and any concessions, had 
they been thought necessary, mighti even after the 
restoration, be extorted by the commons from their 
necesisitous Prince. This parliament showed no in- 
tention of employing at present that engine to any 
such purposes ; but they seemed still determined not 
to part with it entirely, or to render ^he revenues of 
the crown fixed and independent. Though they 
voted iii^''^[fSu?ftl, that 1,200,000 pounds a year 
should be sealed on the King, they scarcely assigned 
any funds which could yield two-thirds of that sum. 
And they left the care of fulfilling their engagements 
to the future consideration of parliament. 

In all the temporary supplies which they voted, 
they discovered the same cautious frugality. To 
disband the army, so formidable ki iteelf, and so 
much accustomed to rebellion and changes of go- 
. vernment, was necessary for the security both of 
King and parliament; yet the comhions showed great 
jealousy in granting the sums requisite for that end. 
An assessment of 70,000 pounds a-»month* was im- 
posed ; but it was at first voted to •continue only 
three months : And all the other sums, which they 
levied for that purpose, by a poll-bill and new 
assessments, were still granted by parcels;- as if they 
* A A 2 were 
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were not, as yet, well assured of the fidelity of the 
hand to which the money was intrusted. Having 
proceeded so far in the settlement of the nation, the 
parliament adjourneej itself for some time. 

Dual NO the rfceess of* parliament, the object 
which chiefly interested the public, was the trial 
and condemnation of the regicides. The general 
indignation, attending the enormous crime of which 
these men had been guilty, made their sufferings 
the subject of joy to the .people : But in the peculiar 
circumstances of that action, in the prejudices of the 
times, as well as in the behaviour of the criminals, 
a mind, seasoried with humanity, will find a plenti- 
ful source of compassion and indulgence. Can any 
one, without concern for human blindness and ig- 
norance, consider the demeanour of General Harri- 
son, who was first brought to his trial? With great 
courage and elevation of sentiment, he told the 
court, that the pretended crime, of which he stood 
accused, was not a deed performed in a corner: 
The sound of it had gone forth to most nations ; 
and in the singular and marvelloil^WW/ll^uct of it 
had chiefly appeared the sovereign pow.<jr of heaven. 
That Jie himself, agitated by doubts, nad often, 
with passionate tears, offered up his addresses to 
the divine Majesty, and earnestly sought for light 
and conviction: He had still received assurance of 
a heavenly sanction, and returned from these de- 
vout supplications with more serene tranquillity and 
satisfaction. That all the nations of the earth were, 
in the eyes (d’ their Creator, less than a drop ol 
water in the bucket ; nor were their erroneous judge- 
ments aught but darkness, compared with divine 
illuminations. •That these frequent illapses of the 
Divine Spirit 'he could not suspect to be interested 
illusions ; since he was conscious, that for no tem- 
poral advantage, would he offer injury to the poorest 
man or woman that trod upon the earth. That all 
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the allurements of ambition, all the terrors of im- 
prisonment, had not been able, during the usurpation 
of Cromwell, to shake his steady resolution, or bend 
him t^> a compliance with that deceitful tyrant. 
And that, when invited {jy him to sit on the right 
hand of the throne, when offered riehes and splen- 
dour and dominion, he had disdainfully rejected all 
temptations; and, neglecting the tears of his friends 
and family, had still, through every danger, held fast 
his principles and his integrity. 

Sco4', who was more a republican than a fanatic, 
had said in the house of commons, a littlfe before the 
restoration,’ that he desired no other epitaph to be 
inscribed on his tomb-stone than t^is; Here lies 
Thomas Scot, ivho adjudged the King to death. He 
supported the same spirit u|^on his trial. 

Cahkw, a niillenarian, submitted to his trial, 
saving to our l^ord Jesus Christ his right to the govern- 
7/ient of these kingdoms. Some scrupled to say, ac- 
cording to form, that they would be tried by (iod 
and their country ; because ^od v/as not visibly 
present tojii^igjpthcm. Others said, tluit they would 
be tried By the word of («od. 

No inoi'e than six of tlic late King's judges, Har- 
rison, Scot, Carew, Clement, .lones, and Serope, 
were executed ; Serope alone, of all those who came 
in upon the King's y)roelanvdtion. He was a gentle- 
man of good family and of "a decent character: But 
it w^as proved, that he had a little before, in conver- 
sation, expressed himself as if he w^erc howdsc con- 
vinced of any guilt, in condemning the King. Axtel, 
who had guarded the high court ,ot justice, Hacker, 
who commauded on the day of the King’s execution. 
Coke, the solicitor for the people of England, and 
Hugh Peters, the fanatical preacher,^ who ‘inflamed 
the army and impelled them to regicide ; All these 
were tried, and condemned, and suffered with the 
King’s judges. No saint or confessor ever went to 
niarty|(:ion> with more assured fonfldence ol heaven 

than 
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than was expressed by those criminals, even when 
the terrors of immediate rfeath, joined to many in- 
dignities, were set before them. The rest of the 
King’s judges, by an unexampled lenity; were 
reprieved ; and the^' wei:e dispersed into several 
prisons. 

This punishment of declared enemies interrupted 
not the rejoicings of the court: But the death of the 
Dake of Gloucester, a young prince of promising 
hopes, threw a great cloud upon them. The King, 
by no incident in his life, was ever so deeply affected. 
Gloucester "was observed to possess united the good 
qualities of byth his brothers : The clear judgement 
and penetration of the King ; the industry and ap- 
plication of the Duke of York. He was also believed 
to be affectionate to the religion and constitution of 
his country. He was but twenty years of age, when 
the small-pox put an end to his life. 

The Princess of Orange, having come to England, 
in order to partake of the joy attending the resto- 
ration of her family,, with whom she lived in great 
friendship, soon after sickened and diiwjiuJihe Queen- 
mother paid a visit to her son ; and ^btained his 
consent to the marriage of the Princess Henrietta 
with the Duke of Orleans, brother to the French 
King. 

After a recess of near two months, the parlia- 
ment met, and proceeded in the great work of the 
national settlement; They established the post- 
office, wine-licenses, and some articles of the reve- 
nue. They granted more assessments, and some 
arrears, for paying and disbanding the army. Busi- 
ness being carried on with great unanimity, was 
soon despatched : And after they had sitten two 
months, the l^ing, in a speech full of the most gra- 
cious expressions, thought proper to dissolve them. 

This house of commons had been cho.sen during 
the reign of the old parliamentary party ; and though 
many royali.st.s had crept in amongst' them, yet 

did 
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did it chiefly consist of presby terians, who had not chap. 
yet entirely laid aside their old jealousies and prin- 
ciples. Lenthal, a member, having said, that those ~ 
who fi fet took arms against the King, were as guilty 
as those who afterwards brought him to the scaffold, 
was severely reprimanded by order of the house ; 
and the most violent efforts of the long parliament, 
to secure the constitution, and bring delinquents to 
Justice, were in effect vindicated and applauded.* 

The claim of the two houses to the militia, the first 
ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant’ an usur- 
pation, was never expressly resigned by’ this parlia- 
ment. They made all grants of money with a very 
sparing hand. Great arrears being dub by the Pro- 
tectors to the fleet, the army, the n^vy-office, and 
every branch of service; this? whole debt they threw 
upon the crown,‘withoutestablisljing funds sufficient 
for its payment. Yet notwithstanding this jealous 
care, expressed by the parliament, there prevails a 
.story, that Pophain, having sounded the disposition 
of the members, undertook to the Earl of Southamp- 
ton to during the King’s life, a grant of 

two millions a- year, land-tax ; a. sum which, added 
to the customs and excise, would for ever have 
rendered this Prince independent of his people. 
Southampton, it is said, merely from his affection 
to the King, had’ iinwaringly embraced the offer ; 
and it was not till he communicated the matter to 
the chancellor, that he was made sensible of its 
])ernicious tendency. It is not irhprcbable, that 
such an offer might have been made, and been 
hearkened to ; but it is nowise pjrobable that all the 
interest of the court would ever, with this house of 
commons, hav«e been able to make it effectual. 
Clarendon showed his prudence, no^ less 'than his 
integrity, in entirely rejecting it. 

T II i' 


' Journals, vol. viii, p. 24. 
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CHAP. The chancellor, from the same principles of 
conduct, hastened to dij^band the army. When 
the King reviewed these veteran troops, he was 
struiik with their beauty, order, discipline, afd mar- 
tial appearance and being sensible, that regular 
forces are most necessary implements of royalty, 
he expressed a desire of finding expedients still to 
retain them. But his wise minister set before him 
the dangerous spirit by which these troops were 
actuated, their enthusiastic genius, their habits of 
rebellion and mutiny ; and he convinced the King, 
that till they were disbanded, he never could 
esteem himself securely established on his" throne. 
No more trcfops were retained than a few guards 
and garrisons,^ about 1000 horse, and 4000 foot. 
This was the first appearance, under the monarchy, 
of a regular stanc^ug army in this island. Lord 
Mordaunt said, that the King, being possessed of 
that force, might now look upon himself as the most 
considerable gentleman in England.* The fortifica- 
tionsof Gloucester, Taunton, and other towns, which 
had made resistance to the King the civil 

wars, were demolijshed. 

Clarendon not only behaved with** wisdom and 
justice in the office of chancellor ; all the counsels, 
which he gave the King, tended equally to j)roinote 
the interest of Prince and peoplti. Charles, accus- 
tomed in his exile to pay entire deference to the, 
judgement of this faithful servant, continued still 
to submit to his direction; and for some time no 
minister was ever possessed of more absolute autho- 
rity. He moderated the forward zeal of the roy- 
alists, and tempered their ap])etite for revenge. With 
the opposite party, he endeavoured to preserve invio- 
late all the Kifig’s engagements : He kept an exact 


* Kin If James’s .Memoirs. The IVincc say.*:, that Venner’s insurrrctinn 
funiished a reason or pretence for keeping up the guards, whicli t\tr(‘ 
intended at first to have beco disbanded with the rest of the arniy. 
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register of the promises which had been made for 
any service, and he empl6yed all his industry to fulfil 
them. This good minister was now nearly allied to 
the rofal family. His daughter, i\nn Hyde, a wo- 
man of spirit and fine accomplishnients, had hearken- 
ed, while abroad, to the addresses of the Duke of 
York, and, under promise of marriage, had secretly 
admitted him to her bed. Her pregnancy appeared 
soon after the restoration ; and though many endea- 
voured to dissuade the King from consenting to 
so unequal an alliance, Charles, in pity to ’his friend 
and minister, who had been ignorant ’of these en- 
gagemdnts; permitted his brother to marry her.“ 
Clarendon expressed great uneasines‘l at the honour 
which he had obtained ; and said, that by being 
elevated so much above his rank, he thence dreaded 
a more sudden 'downfal. 

Most circumstances of Clarendon’s administra- I’r^incy 
tion have met with applause : His maxims alone in 
the conduct of ecclesiastical politics have by many 
been deemed the effect of prejudioes narrow and 
bigottcdLjyi|j^he jealousy of royal pi)wer prevailed 
so far with the convention parliament, as to make 
them resto*fe the King with strict limitations, there 
is no question but the establishment of presb'yteriau 
discipline had been one of the conditions most 
rigidly insisted oh. Not only that form of ecclesias- 
tical government is more favourable to liberty than 
to royal power: It was likewise, on its own ac- 
count, agreeable to the majority’ of 'the house of 
commons, and suited their religious principles. But 
as the impatience of the peoplq, the danger of de- 
lay, the general disgust towards faction, and the 
authority of Monk, had prevailed over that jealous 
projeet of limitations, the full settlement of the 
hierarchy, together with the monarchy, was a neces- 
sary and infallible consequence. All the royalists 
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CHAP, were zealous for that mode of religion ; the merits 
LXiii. Qf tjjg episcopal clergy towards the King, as well as 
~66o their sufferings on that account, had been great ; 
the laws which established bishops and thetMturgy 
were as yet unrepealfcd by,legal authority ; and any 
attempt of the parliament, by new acts, to give the 
superiority to presbyterianism, had been sufficient to 
involve the nation again in blood and confusion. 
Moved by these views, the commons had wisely 
postponed the examination of all religious contro- 
versy, and had left the settlement of the church to 
the King and to the ancient laws. 

The King at first used great moderation in the 
execution of tlie laws. Nine bishops still remained 
alive ; and these were immediately restored to their 
sees: All the ejected clfergy recovered their livings: 
The liturgy, a form of worship, decent and not 
withoutbeauty,was again admitted into the churches : 
But, at the same time, a declaration was issued, 
in order to give contentment to the presbyterians, 
and preserve an air of moderation and neutrality.* 
— In this declaration, the King 
would j)rovide suffragan bishops for the larger 
dioceses ; that the prelates should, all of -them, be 
regular and constant preachers ; that they should 
not confer ordination, or exercise any jurisdiction, 
without the advice and assistance of presbyters, 
chosen by the diocese ; that such alterations should 
be made in the liturgy as would render it totally 
unexceptionable^ that, in the mean time, the use of 
that mode of worship should not be imposed on 
siich as were unwilling to receive it; and that the 
surplice, the cross in baptism, and bowing at the 
name of Jesus, should not be rigidl 3 ' insisted on. 
This declaration was issued by the King as head of 
the church ; and he plainly assumed, in many parts 
of it, a legislative authority in ecclesiastical matters. 


" F';irl. vol. xxiii. p. 17'.). 
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But the English government, though more exactly c ii a p. 
defined by late contests, was not as yet reduced, in 
every particular, to the strict limits of law. And ~t66o 
if ever j»rerogative was justifiably employed, it seem- 
ed to be on the present occasion,, when all parts of 
the state were torn with past convulsions, and re- 
quired the moderating hand of the chief magistrate 
to reduce them to their ancient order. 

But though these appearances of neutrality were 
maintained, and a mitigated episcopacy only seemed 
to be insisted on, it was far from the intention of the 
ministry always to preserve like regard to the pres- 
byterians. The madness of the fifth-monarchy men 
afforded them a pretence for depaAing from it . lion of 
Venner, a desperate enthusiast, who had often con- miiic- 
spired against Cromwell, Having, by his zealous 
lectures, inflamed his own imagination and that of 
Ins followers, issued forth at their head into the 
streets of London. They were to the number of sixty, 
completely armed, believed themselves invulne- 
rable and invincible, and firmly expected the same 
success v^hisUi^fl attended Gideon and other heroes 
of the Old "^estament. Every one at first fled before 
them. One unhappy man, who, being questioned, 
said, “ He was for God and King Charles,” was in- 
stantly murdered by them. They went triumphantly 
from street to street, every where proclaiming King 
.Tesus, who, they said, was their invisible leader. At 
length, the magistrates, having assembled some train- 
bands, made an attack upon them. They defended 
themselves with order, as well as valour ; and, after 
killing many of the assailants, they made a regulat 
retreat into Cane-wood, near Hampstead. Next 
morning they were chased thence by a detachment 
of the guards ; but they ventured again to invade 
the city, which was not prepared to receive them. 

After committing great disorder, and traversing 
almost every street of that immense capital, they 
. ’ retired 
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retired into a house, which* they were resolute to 
defend to the last extremity. Being surrounded, 
and the house untiled, they were fired upon from 
every side, and they still refused quarte^N The 
people rushed in^ uyJon them, and seized tlie few 
who were alive. These were tried, condemned, 
and executed ; and to the last they persisted in 
affirming, that if they were deceived, it was the Lord 
that had deceived them. 

CnAU];,NDON and the ministry took occasioii, from 
this insurrection, to infer the dangerous spirit of the 
presbyleriahs, and of all the sectaries : But the 
madness of the attempt sufficiently proVed, that it 
had been undertaken by no concert, and never could 
have proved dangerous. The well-known hatred, 
too, which prevailed between the presbyterians and 
the other sects, should have removed the former from 
all suspicion of any concurrence in the enterprise. 
But as a pretence was wanted, besides their old 
demerits, for justifying the intended rigours against 
all of them, this reason, however slight, was greedily 
laid hold of. < fW uwu y 

Affaius in Scotland hastened with ^still quicker 
steps than those in England towards a setilement and 
a compliance with the King. It was deliberated in 
the English council, whether that nation shoidd be 
restored to its liberty, or whether the forts erected 
by Cromwell should not still be upheld, in order to 
curb the mutinous spirit by which the Scots, in all 
ages, had been so much governed ? Lauderdale, 
who, from the battle of W oreester to the restoration, 
had been detained prisoner in the Tower, had consi 
derable influence with the King; and he strenuously 
opposed this violent measure. He represented, that 
it was the loyglty of the Scottish nation, which had 
engaged them in an opposition to the English rebels; 
and to take advantage of the calamities into which, 
on that account, they had fallen, would be regarded as 

• i I, . . 
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the highest injustice and ingratitude ; That the spirit 
of that people was now fully subdued by the servi- 
tude under which the usurpers had so long held 
them, Aid would of itself yield to any reasonable 
com])liance with their legal sfovereign, if by this 
means they recovered their liberty and indepen- 
dence : That the attachment of the Scots towards 
their King, whom they regarded as their native 
Prince, was naturally much stronger than that of the 
English; and would afford Jiim a sure rcspurce, in 
case of any rebellion among the latter •, That repub- 
lican principles had long been, and still were, very 
prevalent with his southern subjects, ajjd might again 
menace the throne with new tumults and resistance : 
That the time would probably come, when the King, 
instead of desiring to see English garrisons in Scot- 
land, would be better pleased to have Scottish 
garrisons in England, who, supported by English 
pay, would be found to curb the seditious genius 
of that opulent nation : And that a people, such as 
the Scots, governed by a f'ej^ nobility, would more 
easily bo#i>c .liu^jd to submission uiultM- monarchy, 
than one U]^e the English, who breathed nothing 
but the spirit of democratical equality. 

Tiii’.sE views induced the King to disband all the 
forces in Scotlant,!, and to raze all the forts which 
had been erected. General Middleton, created Earl 
of that name, was sent commissioner to the parlia- 
ment, which was summoned. A .very compliant 
spirit was there discovered in all orders of men. The 
, commissioner had even sufficient influence to obtain 
an act, annulling, at once, all laws which had passed 
since the year 1633, on pretext of the violence 
which, during that time, had been eqiployed against 
the King and his father, in order to, procure theit 
assent to these statutes. This was a very large, if 
not an unexampled concession ; and, together with 
many dangerous limitations, overthrew some useful 
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CHAP, barriers which had been ei'ected to the constitution. 

But the tide was now running strongly towards nio- 
j narchy ; and the Scottish nation plainly discovered, 
that their past resistance had proceeded mote from 
the turbulence of their aristocracy, and the bigotry 
of their ecclesiastics, than from any fixed passion 
towards civil liberty. The’ lords of articles were 
restored, with some other branches of prerogative ; 
and royal authority, fortified with more plausible 
claims and pretences, was, in its full extent, re- 
established in that kingdom. 

The prelacy, likewise, by the abrogating .of every 
statute enacted in favour of presbytery, was thereby 
tacitly restored ; and the King deliberated what use 
he should make of this concession. Lauderdale, who 
at bottom was a passionate zealot against episcopacy, 
endeavoured to persuade him, that the Scots, .if 
gratified in this favourite point of ecclesiastical 
government, would, in every other demand, be en- 
tirely compliant with the King. Charles, though he 
had no such attachment to prelacy as had influenced 
his father and grandfather, had sifBfPPRtb such in- 
dignities from the’ Scottish presbyteri<>ns, that he 
ever after bore them a hearty aversion. He said to 
Lauderdale, that presbyterianism, he thought, was 
not a religion for a gentleman; and he could not 
consent to its farther continuance in Scotland. 
Middleton too and his other ministers persuaded him 
that the nation in general was so disgusted with the 
violence and tyranny of the ecclesiastics, that any 
alteration of church government would be- univer- 
sally grateful. And Clarendon, as well as Ormond, 
dreading that the presbyterian sect, if legally esta- 
blished in Scotland, would acquire authority in 
England and rlreland, seconded tl^e application of 
these ministers. The resolution was therefore taken 
to restore prelacy; a measure afterwards attended 
with many and great inconveniences : But whether 
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in this resolution Charles chose not the lesser evil, 
it is very difficult to determine. Sharp, who had been 
commissioned by the presbyterians in Scotland to 
nianagfe’their interest with the King, was persuaded 
to abandon that party ; and, as a reward for his com- 
pliance, was created Archbishop of St. Andrews. 
The conduct of ecclesiastical aft'airs was chiefly in- 
‘ trusted to him ; and as he was esteemed a traitor 
and a renegade by his old friends, he became On 
that account, as well as ffom the violence of his 
conduct, extremely obnoxious to them. , 

CHARr.Es had not promised to Scotland any such 
indemnity as he had insured to Englaj^d by the de- 
claration of Breda: And it was deemed more political 
for him to hold over men’s^heads, for some time, 
the terror of punjshment, till they should have made 
the requisite compliances with the new government. 
Though neither the King’s temper nor plan of admi- 
nistration led him to severity, some examples, after 
such a bloody and triumphant rebellion, seemed 
necessary; and the Marouia-^ of Argyle, and one 
Guthry, vpwWpftched on as the victims. ^Two acts 
of indemnity^ one passed by the late King, in 1641, 
another b5^ the pre.sent in 1651, formed, it was 
thought, invincible obstacles to the punishment of 
Argyle; and barred all inquiry into that part of his 
conduct which might justly be regarded as the most 
exceptionable. Nothing remained but to try him for 
his compliance with the usurpation ; a crime com- 
mon to him with the whole nation, and such a one 
.as the most loyal and affectionate subject might 
frequently by violence be obliged to commit. To 
make this compliance appear the more voluntary and 
hearty, there were produced in court,, letter’s which 
he had written to Albemarle, while, that general' 
commanded in Scotland, and which contained ex- 
pressions of the most cordial attachment to the es- 
tablished government. But besides the general 
indignation ’ excited by Albemarle’s discovery of 
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CHAP, this private Gorresponden<je, meu thought, that even 
Lxiii. the highest demonstrations kiBFection might, dur- 
ing jealous times, be exacted af ajoecessary mark 
of compliance from a person .of such distiifction as 
Argyle, and could riot, by any exjuitable construc- 
tion, imply the crime of treason. The parliament, 
however, scrupled not to pass sentence upon him; 
and he died with great constancy and courage. As 
hh was universally kribwn to Save been the chief 
instrument of the pasi; disorders and civil wars, 
the irregularity of his sentence, and several ini- 
quitous circumstances in the method of conducting 
his trial, seeijxed, on that account, to admit of some 
apology. Lord Lome, son of Argyle, having ever 
preserved his loyalty, obtained a gift of the for- 
feiture. Guthry was a seditious preacher, and 
had personally affronted the King : Ilis punishment 
gave surprise to nobody. Sir Archibald Johnstone, 
of Warriston, was attainted and fled ; but was 
seized in France about two years after, brought 
over, and ex'ecuted. He had been very active 
during all^tlle late disorders, an<jBWii«0R even sus- 
pected of a secret' correspondence wit|j, the English 
regicides. * 

Besides these instances of compliance in the 
Scottish parliament, they voted ,an additional re 
venue to the King, of 40,000 pounds a year, to be 
levied by way of excise. A small force was pur- 
posed to be maintained by this revenue, in order 
to prevent like confusions with those to which the 
kingdom had been hitherto exposed. An act was 
also passed, declaring the covenant unlawful, and 
its obligation void and null. 

Lv England,,, the civil distinctions seemed to be 
hbolished by the lenity and equality of Charles's ad- 
ministration. Cavalier and Round-head were heard 
of no more ; All men seemed to concur in submitting 
to the King’s lawful prerogatives, and in cherishing 
the just privileges of the people and of parliament. 

Theological 
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Theological controversy* alone still subsisted, and 
kept alive some ispetrks of that flame which had 
thrown the nation into combustion. While catholics, 
independents, and other sectaries, were content with 
entertaining sonae prospec'tdf toleration ; prelacy and 
presbytery struggled for the superiority, and the 
hopes and fears of both parties kept them in agitation. 
A conference was held in the Savoy between twelve 
bishops and twelve leaders among the presbyterian 
ministers, with an intention, at least on pretence, of 
bringing about an accommodation between the par- 
ties. The sijrpUce, the cross in baptism, the kneeling 
at the sacrament, the bowing at the ^me of Jesus, 
were anew canvassed ; and the ignorant multitude 
were in hopes that so many men of gravity and learning 
could not fail, after deliberate argumentation, to agree 
imall points of controversy ; They were surprised to 
see them separate more inflamed -than ever, and more 
confirmed in their several prejudices. To enter into 
particulars would be superfluous. Disputes concern- 
ing religious forms are, in thaaiselves, the most frivo- 
lous of a!?y", merit attention only *so far as they 
have influenpe on the peace and order of civil society. 

The King’s declaration had promised, that some 
endeavours should be used to efl’ect a comprehension 
of both parties ; and Charles’s own indifference with 
regard to all such questiops seemed a favourable 
circumstance for the execution of that project. The 
partisans of a comprehension said, that,the presby- 
terians, as well as the prelatists, having felt by ex- 
. perience the fatal effects of obstinacy and violence, 
were now well disposed towards 'an amicable agree- 
ment : That the bisho])s, by relinquishing some part 
of their authoHty, and dispensing .with the most 
exceptionable ceremonies, would so* gratify their 
adversaries as to obtain their cordial and affectionate 
compliance, and unite the whole nation in one faith 
and one worship: That by obstinately insisting on 
vOL VII.* B B forms*. 
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forms, in themselves insignidcant, an air of impor- 
tance was bestowed on them, and men were taught 
to continue equally obstinate in rejecting them: 
That the presby terian clergy would go every Veason- 
able length, rather'than, by parting with their livings, 
expose themselves to a state of beggary, at best of 
dependence : And that if their pride were flattered 
by some seeming alterations, and a pretence given 
them for affirming that they had not abandoned their 
former principles, nothing farther was. wanting to 
produce a thorough union between those two ‘parties 
which comprehended the bulk of the nation . 

It was alleped, on thff other hand, that the dif- 
ference between religious sects was founded, not on 
principle, but ’on passion ; and till the irregular 
affections of men could be corrected , it was in vain 
to expect, by compliances, to obtain a perfect una- 
nimity and comprehension : That the more insigni- 
ficant the objects of dispute appeared, with the more 
certainty might it be inferred, that the real ground 
of dissension was diA’-^rent from that which was 
universally pretended : That the novelty, 

the pride of argumentation, the pleasure of making 
proselytes, and the obstinacy of contradiction, would 
for ever give rise to sects and disputes ; nor was it 
possible that such a source of dissension could ever, 
by any concessions, be entirely exhausted : That 
the church, by departing from ancient practices and 
principles, would tacitly acknowledge herself guilty 
of error, and lose that reverence, so requisite for 
preserving the attachment of the multitude : And 
that if the present concessions (which was more 
than probable) should prove ineffectual, greater 
must stijl be .made ; and in the issue, discipline 
^ould be despoiled of all its authority, and worship 
of all its decency, without obtaining that end which 
had been so fondly sought for by these dangerous 
indulgences. 

Tiik 
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The ministry were inclined to give the preference 
to the latter arguments ; and were the more confirmed 
in that intention by the disposition which appeared 
in the parliament lately assembled. The royalists and 
zealous churchmen were at present the popular party 
in the nation, and, seconded by the elForts of the 
court, had prevailed in most elections. Not more 
than fifty-six members of the presbyterian party had 
gbtained seats in the lower house * ; and these were 
not able either to oppose pr retard the measures of 
the majority. Monarchy, therefore, and .episcopacy, 
were nQ,w exalted to as great power and splendour 
as they haa lately suffered niisery a^d depression. 
Sir Edward Turner was chosen speaker. 

An act was passed for thg security of the King’s 
person and government. To intend or devise the 
King’s imprisonment, or bodily harm, or deposition, 
or levying war against him, was declared, during the 
lifetime of his present Majesty, to be high treason. 
To affirm him to be a papist or heretic, or to endea- 
vour by speech or writingjaalienafe his subjects’ 
affectionarfraflWim ; these offen'Ses ^Vere made suf- 
ficient to in^pacitate the person* guilty from holding 
any empldyment in church or state. To maintain 
that the long parliament is not dissolved, or that 
either or both houses, without the King, are pos 
sessed of legislative authority, or that the covenant 
is binding, was made punishable by the penalty of 
premunire. 

The covenant itself, together with the act for 
erecting the high court of justice, that for subscrib- 
ing the engagement, and that for declaring England 
a commonwealth, were ordered to be burnt by the 
hands of the hangman. The people assisted with 
great alacrity on this occasion. . * 

The abuses of petitioning in the preceding reign 
had been attended with the worst consequences ; and 
to prevent such irregular practices for the future, it 

* Cartel .Answer to the Bystander, p. T9. 
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CHAP, was enacted, that no inore^han twenty hands should 
LXin. jjg fixed to any petition, unless with the sanction of 
16 « three justices, or the major part of the grand jury 

and that no petition should be, presented to thh KiLl 
or either house by above ten persons. The penalty 
annexed to a transgression of this law was a Gnc 
of a hundred pounds and three months’ imprison- 
ment. 

Bishops’ The bishops, though restored to their spiritual 
stored authority, were still excluded from parliament by 
* ■ the law which the late King had passed immediately 

before the commencement of the civil disorders. 
Great violence both against the King and the house 
of peers, had been employed in passing this law; 
and on that account alone the partisans of the church 
were provided with a plausible pretence for repealing 
it. Charles expressed much satisfaction, when he 
gave his assent to , the act for that purpose. It is 
certain, that the authority of the crown, as well as 
that of the church, was interested in restoring the 
prelates to their former dignity. But those who 
deemed every acquisition of the detriment 

to the people, were apt to complain of ^tliis instance 
of complaisance in the parliament. 

20th Nov After an adjournment of some months, the par- 
liament was again assembled, and proceeded in the 
same spirit as before. They discovered no design 
of restoring, in its full extent, the ancient prerogative 
of the crown : They were only anxious to repair 
all those breaches, which had been made, not by the 
love of liberty, but by the fury of faction and civil 

war. The power of the sword had, in all ages, been 
allowed to be vested in the crown ; and though no 
law conferred this prerogative, every parliament, till 
the last of th,p preceding reign, had willingly sub- 
mitted to an authority more ancient, and therefore 
more sacred, than that of any positive statute. It 

was. now thought proper solemnly to relinquish the 
violent pretensions' of that parliament, and to 

acknowledsfe. 
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acknowledge, that neitheaone house, nor both houses, 
independent of the King, were possessed of any mi- 
litary ^thority. The preamble to this statute went 
so far as to renounce all rigjit even of defensive 
arms against the King ; and much observation has 
been made with regard to a concession esteemed so 
singular. Were these terms taken in their full lite- 
ral sense, they imply a total renunciation of limita- 
tions to monarchy, and of all privileges in the subject, 
independent of the will of the sovereign. For as no 
rights can subsist without some remedy, still less 
rights exposed to so much invasion from tyranny, 
or even from ambition ; if subjects munt never resist, 
it follows, that every Prince, without any effort, 
policy, or violence, is at onc« rendered absolute and 
uncontrollable : •The sovereign needs only issue an 
ed^ct, abolishing every authority but his own ; and 
all liberty from that moment is in effect annihilated. 
But this meaning it were absurd to impute to the 
present parliament, who, though zealous royalists, 
shbwed in their measures tl4iiy;ljey had not cast off 
all regard*Tl:r®1{^ional privileges. They were pro- 
bably sensibie, that to suppose iii the sovereign any 
such invasion of public liberty is entirely unconsti- 
tutioifal ; and that therefore expressly to reserve, 
upon that event, any right of resistance in the sub- 
ject, must be liable to the. same objection. They 
had seen that the long parliament, under colour of 
defence, had begun a violent attack upon kingly 
power ; and, after involving the kingdom in blood, 

. had finally lost that liberty for which they had so 
imprudently contended. They 'thought, perhaps 
erroneously, that it was no longer possible, after such 
public and sucli exorbitant pretensions, to persevere 
in that prudent silence hitherto maintained by the 
laws ; and that it was necessary, by some positive de- 
claration, to bar the return of like inconveniences. 
When they excluded, therefore, J;he right of defence, 

they 
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they supposed, that the constitution remaining firm 
upon its basis, there never really could be an attack 
made by the sovereign. If such an attack was at any 
time made, the nece^ssity was then extreme : And 
the case of extreihe and violent necessity, no laws, 
they thought, could comprehend ; because to such a 
necessity no laws could beforehand point out a pro- 
per remedy. 

The other measures of this parliament still dis- 
covered n more anxious care to guard against rebel- 
lion in the subject than encroachments in the 
crown : The recent evils of civil war and usurpation 
had naturally increased the spirit of submission to 
the monarch, and had thrown the nation into that 
dangerous extr'eme. During the violent and jealous 
government of the parliament and of the Protectors, 
all magistrates, liable to suspicion, had been ex- 
pelled the corporations: and none had been ad- 
mitted, who gave not proofs of affection to the 
ruling powers, or who refused to subscribe the 
covenant. To leay«' H authorit y in such hatfds 
seemed dangerous ; and the parlijJ!fl8fh^;‘''iherefore, 
empowered the King to appoint comnc'ssioners for 
regulating the corporations, and expelling such ma- 
gistrates as either intruded themselves by violenct?, 
or professed principles dangerous to the constitution, 
civil and ecclesiastical. . It was also enacted, that 
all magistrates should disclaim the obligation of the 
covenant, and should declare, both their belief, that 
it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatsoever, 
to resist the King, and their abhorrence of the . 
traitorous positiorf of taking arms by the King’s 
authority against his person, or against those who 
were commissioned by him. 

The care of the church was no .less attended to 
by this parliament, than that of monarchy ; and the 
bill of uniformity was a pledge of their sincere 
attachment to the episcopal hierarchy, and of their 

antipathy 
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antipathy to presbyterianism. Different parties, 
however, concurred in promoting this bill, which 
contained many severe clauses. The independents 
and ot^er sectaries, enraged to find all their schemes 
subverted by the presbyterians* who had once been 
their associates, exerted themselves to disappoint 
that party of the favour and indulgence, to which, 
from their recent merits in promoting the restora- 
tion, they thought themselves justly entitled. By 
the presbyterians, said thgy, the war was raised : 
By th^m was the populaee first incited jto tumults : 
By their zqal, interest, and riches, were the armies 
supported : By their force was the l^ng subdued : 
And i#5 in the sequel, they protested against those 
extreme violences, committed on his person by the 
military leaders, .their opposition came too late, after 
having supplied these usurpers with the power and 
the pretences, by which they maintained their san- 
guinary measures. They had indeed concurred with 
the royalists in recalling the King : But ought they 
to be esteem ed^ on that aQgiipit, more affectionate 
to the ro^'l SSfee ? Rage and animov^ity, from dis- 
appointed apibition, were plainly their sole motives; 
and if the*King should now be so imprudenjt as to 
distinguish them by any particular indulgences, he 
would soon expcBience from them the same hatred 
and opposition which had proved so fatal to his 
father. 

The catholics, though they had littl^ interest in 
the nation, were a 'considerable party at court; 
and from their services and sufferings during the 
civil w'ars, it seemed but just to bear them some 
favour and regard. These religionists dreaded an 
entire union artiong the protestants. . Werq they the 
sole nonconformists in the nation, the severe exe- 
cution of penal laws upon their sect seemed an in- 
fallible consequence ; and they used, therefore, all 
their interest to push matters to extremity against 
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c HA P. the presbyterians, who had,formerly been their most 
LXiif; severe oppressors, and whom they now expected for 
“ 1662. their companions in affliction. The Earl of Bristol, 
who, from conviction^ or interest, or levity, or com- 
plaisance for the companywith whom he lived, had. 
changed his religion during the King’s exile, was 
regarded as the head of this party. 

The church party had, during so many years, 
suffered such injuries and indignities from the sec- 
taries of. every denomimj-tion, that no moderation, 
much less jleference, was on this occasion’ to be 
expected in the ecclesiastics. Even the laity of that 
communion s^.med now disposed to retaliate upon 
their enemies, according to the usual m(!!asures 
of party justice. This, sect or faction (for it par- 
took of both) encouraged the rumours of plots and 
conspiracies against the government ; crimes which, 
without any apparent reason, they imputed to their 
adversaries. And, instead of enlarging the terms 
of communion, in order to comprehend the pres- 
byterians, they gladi.'' >^id hold of the prejudices 
which prevailed among that sect, to eject 

them from their livrngs. By the bill uniformity 
it was. required that every clergyman should be 
re-ordained, if he had not before received episcopal 
ordination ; should declare his assent to every 
thing contained in the Book of Common Prayer; 
should take the oath of canonical obedience ; 
should abjqre the solemn league and covenant ; 
and should renounce the principle of taking 
arms, on any pretence whatsoever, against the 
King. 

This bill reinstated the church in the ^ame 
conditioi} in which it stood before the com- 
liienceraent of the civil wars; and as the old 
persecuting laws of Elizabeth still subsisted in 
their full rigour, and new clauses of a like na- 
ture were now ena.cted, all the King’s promises 
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of toleration and of indulgence to tender con- 
sciences were thereby eluded and broken. It is 
true, Charles, in his declaration from Breda, had 
exprested his intention of regulating that indul- 
gence by the advice and autlwrity of parliament : 
But this limitation could never reasonably be ex- 
tended to a total infringement and violation of his 
engagements. 'However, it is agreed, that the King 
did not voluntarily concur with this violent measure, 
and that the zeal of Clarendon and of the church 
party among the commons, seconded by tjie intrigues 
of the catholics, was the chief cause which extorted 
his consent* « ^ 

The royalists, who now predominated, were very 
ready to signalize their victofy, by establishing those 
high principles gf monarchy which their antagonists 
had controverted : But when any real power or 
revenue was demanded for the. crown, they were 
neither so forward nor so liberal in their concessions 
as the King would gladly have wished. Though the 
parliament passed laws for jggjjl^ing* the navy, they 
took no the army ; and d(?clined giving 

their sanction to this dangerous innovation. The 
King’s debts were become intolerable ; and the com- 
mons were at last constrained to vote him an extra- 
ordinarj^upply qf 1,200,000 pounds, to be levied 
by eighi^en monthly assessments. But besides that 
this supply was much inferior to the occasion, the 
King was obliged earnestly to solicit the commons, 
before he could obtain it ; and, in order to con- 
, vince the house of its absolute necessity, he desired 
them to examine strictly into all his receipts and 
disbursements. Finding likewise upon inquiry, that 
the several branches of revenue fell muclj short of 
the sums expecjted, they at last, after much delay, 
voted a new imposition of two shillings on each 
hearth; and this tax they settled on the King during 

life. The whole established revenue, however, did 

• _ 
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OQt, for many years, exceed a million ^ ; a sum con- 
fessedly too narrow for the public expenses. A 
very rigid frugality at least, which the King seems 
to have wanted, would have been requisite to kiake it 
suffice for the dignity and security of government. 
After all business was despatched, the parliament 
was prorogued. 

Before the parliament rose, the court was em- 
ployed in making preparations for the reception of 
the new Queen, Catharine of Portugal, to whom the 
King was betrothed, and who had just landed at 
Portsmouth. During the time that the Protector 
carried on th^ war with Spai% he was naturally led 
to support the Portuguese in their revolt ; and he 
engaged himself by treaty to supply them with 

10.000 men for their defence against the Spaniards. 
On the King’s restoration, advances were made by 
Portugal for the renewal of the alliance ; and in 
order to bind the friendship closer, an offer was 
made of the Portuguese Princess, and a portion of 

500.000 pounds, togethp^r with two fortresses, Tan- 
giers in Africa, affa Bombay in t iii U Mi Bs ^t Indies. 
Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyrenees, bent 
all her force to recover Portugal, now in appearance 
abandoned by France, took the alarm, and endea- 
voured to fix Charles in an opposite interesil;. The 
catholic King offered to adopt any other Prbicess as 
a daughter of Spain, either the Princess of Parma, 
or, what he thought more popular, some protestant 
Princess, the daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or 
Orange : And on any of these, he promised to con- 
fer a dowry equal to that which was offered by Por- 
tugal. But many reasons inclined Charles rather 
to accept of thp Portuguese proposals. The great 
disorders in the government and finances of Spain 
made the execution of her promises be much 


)' D’Estrades,25ih July, 1661. Mr. Ralph's History, vol. i. p. 176. 

doubted ; 
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doubted ; and the King’s tyrgent necessities demanded 
some immediate supply of money. The interest of 

the Eimiish commerce likewise seemed to require 
diat tne independency of Portugal should be sup- 
ported, lest the union of thdt crown with Spain 
should j)ut the whole treasures of America into the 
hands of one potentate. The claims, too, of Spain 
upon Dunkirk “and Jamaica, rendered it impossible, 
without farther concessions, to obtain the cordial 
friendship of that power ; And, on the other hand, 
the offer made by Portugal, of two such consider- 
able fortresses, promised a great accession to the 
naval force’ of England. Above all, tjpie proposal of 
a protestant Princess was no allurement to Charles, 
whose inclinations led him §trongly 4;o give the pre- 
ference to a cjitholic alliance. According to the 
most probable accounts the resolution of marrying 
the daughter of Portugal was taken by the King, 
unknown to all his ministers ; and no remonstrances 
could prevail with him to alter his intentions. 
When the matter was lai^y^efore the council, all 
voices c«se3f!W in approving The reisolution ; and 
. the parliament expressed the Same complaisance. 
And thus Vas concluded, seemingly with universal 
consent, the inauspicious marriage with CatWine, 
a Princess of virtue, but who was never able, either 
by the graces of her person or humour, to make 
herself agreeable to the King. The report, how- 
ever, of her natural incapacity to have children 


' Carte’s Ormond, vol. ii. p, 254, This account seems better supported 
than that in Ablancourt’s Memoirs, Uiat the chancellor chiefly pushed the 
Portuguese alliance. The secret transactions of the court of England could 
hot be supposed to be much known to a French resident at Lisbon : And 
whatever opposition the chancellor might make, he tvould certainly endea- 
vour to conceal it from Jthe Queen and ail her family, end even in the par- 
liament and council would support the resolution already taken. Clarendon 
himself sai^Sy in his Memoirsy that he never either opposed or promoted the Tortitr- 
fpMse match. 
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seems to have been groundless ; since she was twice 
declared to be pregnant.* 

The festivity of these espousals was clouded by the 
trial and execution of criminals. Berkstead, Cobbet, 
and Okey, three’ regicides, had escaped beyond 
sea ; and, after wandering some time concealed in 
Germany, came privately to Delft, having appointed 
their families to meet them in that place. They 
wire discovered by Downing, the King’s resident 
in Holland, who had formerly served the Pro- 
tector and , commonwealth in the same station, 
and who once had even been chaplain to, Okey’s 
regiment. applied for a warrant to arrest them. 
It had been usual for the States to grant these 
warrants ; though, at tlie same time, they had ever 
been careful secretly to advertise the persons, that 
they might be enabled to make their escape. This 
precaution was eluded by the vigilance and de- 
spatch of Downing. He quickly seized the crimi- 
nals, hurried them on board a frigate which lay off 
the coast, and sen^s^hpm to England. These 
three men beliaveif with more mod#Sttmyjand sub- 
mission, than any bf the other regicides who had 
suffered. Okey in particular, at the place of exe- 
cution, prayed for the King, and expressed his in- 
tention, had he lived, of submitting peaceably to 
the established government. He had risen during 
the wars from being a chandler in London to a high 
rank in the army ; and in all his conduct appeared 
to be a man of humanity and honour. In consider- 
ation of his good character and of his dutiful beha- 
viour, his body was given to his friends to be 
buried. 

The attentiop of the public was much engaged 
by the triaL of two distinguished criminals, 


^ Lord Lansdowne’s Defence of General Monk, Temple, vol, ii. 
p. 154. 
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Lambert and Vane. Th^se men, though none of the chap. 

late King’s judges, had been excepted from the 

general indemnity, and committed to. prison. The 
conveiJtion-parliament, however, was so favourable 
to them, as to petition the Kihg,* if they should be 
found guilty, to suspend their execution : But this 
new parliament, more zealous for monarchy, applied 
• for their trial and condemnation. Not to revive 
disputes, which were better buried in oblivion, the 
indictment of Vane did not comprehend any of his 
actions during the war between the Kio^ and parlia- 
ment : It extended only to his behaviour after 
the late ‘Kihg’s death, as member of ^hc council of 
state, and secretary of the navy, where fidelity to 
the trust reposed in him required his opposition to 
monarchy. 

Van£ wanted neither courage nor capacity to 
avail himself of this advantage. He urged, that, 
if a compliance with the government, at that time 
established in England, and the acknowledging of 
its authority, were to be criminal, the 

whole na^'^is^J^d incurreoeqffhl guilt, and none 
would remain, whose innocence* could entitle them 
to try ^r coii^lemn him for his pretended treasons ; 

That, ^according to these maxims, wherever an 
illegaL; authority was established by force, a total 
and universal destruction must ensue ; while the 
usurpers proscribed one pa’rt ol the nation lor dis- 
obedience, the lawful Prince punished the other for 
compliance. That the legislature of England, fore- 
seeing this violent situation, had provided for public 
* security by the famous statute (rf Henry VII. ; in 
which it was enacted, that no man, in case of any 
revolution, shcwild ever be questioned for his obe- 
dience to the King in being : That, whether the 
established government were a monarchy or a 
commonwealth, the reason of the thing was still 
the same ; nor ought the expelled Prince to think 

• himself 
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himself entitled to allegiance, so long as he could not 

' ' protection : That it belonged not to private 

166 a. persons, possessed of no power, to discuss the title 
of their governors ; and every usurpation, dVen the 
most flagrant, would equally require obedience with 
the most legal establishment : That the controversy 
between the late King and his parliament was of the 
most delicate nature ; and men of the greatest pro- 
bity had been divided in their choice of the party 
which they should embrace : That the parliament, 
being rendered indissoluble but by its own consent, 
was become a kind of co-ordinate power with the 
King ; and as the case was thus entirely new and 
unknown to the constitution, it ought not to be tried 
rigidly by the better of, the ancient laws : That for 
his part, all the violences which had been put upon 
the parliament, and upon the person of the sove- 
reign, he had ever condemned ; nor had he once ap- 
peared in the house for some time before and after 
the execution of the King : That finding the whole 
government thrown disorder, he was still re- 
solved, in every i^wlution, to ad l Uw i Ittu the com- 
mons, the root, the foundation of all lawful authority : 
That in prosecution of this principle, he had cheer- 
fully undergone all the violence of Cromwell’s ty- 
ranny ; and would now, with equal alacrity, expose 
himself to the rigours of perverted law and justice: 
That though it was in his power, on the King’s re- 
storation, to have escaped from his enemies, he was 
determined, in imitation of the most illustrious 
names of antiquity, to perish in defence of liberty, 
and to give testimony with his blood for that ho- 
nourable cause, in which he had been inlisted ; 
And that, besides the ties by which God and nature 
had bound hipa to his native country, he was volun- 
tarily engaged by the most sacred covenant, whose 
obligation no earthly power should ever be able to 
tJaake him relinquish. 

Au 
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All the defence whi<jh .Vane could make was chap. 
fruitless. ^ The court, considering more the general 
opinion of his active guilt in the beginning and pro-r 
secutiob of the civil wars, than the articles of trea- Juneii, 
son charged against hinx, tocflc advantage of the 
letter of the law, and brought him in guilty. His 
courage deserted him not upon his condemnation. 

' Though timid by nature, the persuasion of a just 
cause supported him against the terrors of death ; 
while his enthusiasm, excited by the prospect of 
glory, embellished the coifclusion of a life, which, 
through ^the whole course of it, had been so much 
disfigured Ky the prevalence of that p^^nciple. Lest 
pity for a courageous sufferer should make impres- 
sion on the populace, drummers were placed under 
the scaffold, wh9se noise, as he began to launch out 
in^reflections on the government, drowned his voice, June" 4. 
and admonished him to temper the ardour of his zeal. 

He was not astonished at this unexpected incident. 

In all his behaviour, there appeared a firm and ani- 
mated intrepidity ; and he considered death but as 
a passage^ eternal feucif^whieh he believed 
to be prepared for him. 

This man, so celebrated for his parliamentary 
talents, and for his capacity in business, has left some 
writings behind him : They treat, all of them, of 
religious subjects, and are absolutely unintelligible : 

No traces of eloquence, or* even of common sense, 
appear in them. A strange paradox ! did we not 
know, that men of the greatest genius, * where they 
relinquish by principle the use of their reason, are 
’ only enabled, by their vigour of mind, to work 
themselves the deeper into error and absurdity. 

It was remarkable, that, as Vane,^by being the 
chief instrument of Strafford’s deajh, Kad first 
opened the way for that destruction which 6 ver- 
whelmed the nation ; so by his death he closed 
the scene of blood. He was the last that suffered on 
, * account 
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CHAP, account of the civU wars, Lambert, though con- 
EXiii. demned, was reprieved at the bar; and the judges 
declared, that, if Vane’s behaviour had been equally 
dutiful and submissive, he would have experienced 
like lenity in the King. Lambert, survived his con- 
demnation near thirty years. He was confined to 
the Isle of Guernsey ; where he lived contented, 
forgetting all his past schemes of greatness, and en- 
tirely forgotten by the nation : He died a Roman 
catholic- 

Presbyte- However .odious Vane and Lambert were to the 
p’ectea presbyterians, that party had no leisure to rejoice at 
Auy 24 . their condenjnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew 
approached ; the day when the clergy were obliged, 
by the late laW", either to relinquish their livings, or 
to sign the articles required of them. A combina- 
tion had been entei'ed into by the more zealous of 
the presbyterian ecclesiastics to refuse the subscrip- 
tion ; in hopes that the Bishops would not venture 
at once to expel so great a number of the most 
popular preachers. I^fc catholic party at court, 
who desired sf greifc rent among thii^i iitii^ants, en- 
couraged them in this obstinacy, and ga^p them hopes 
that the King would protect them in their refusal. 
The King himself, by his irresolute conduct, con- 
tributed, either from design or. accident, to increase 
this opinion. Above all, the terms of subscription 
had been made strict and rigid, on purpose to dis- 
gust all the zealous and scrupulous among the pres- 
byterians, and deprive them of their livings. About 
2000 of the clergy, in one day, relinquished their 
cures ; and to the astonishment of the court, sacrificed 
their interest to their religious tenets. Fortified by 
society in their sufferings, they were <resolved to un- 
dergo any heprdships, rather than openly renounce 
those principles, which, on other occasions, they 
were so apt, from interest, to warp or elude. The 
church enjoyed the pleasure of retaliation; and even 
* • pushed 
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pushed, as usual, the vengeance farther than the 
offence. During the dominion of the parliamentary 
party, a fifth of each living had been left to the 
ejected clergymen ; but this indulgence, though 
at first insisted on by the house of peers, was now 
refused to the presbyterians. However difficult to 
conciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped 
by many, that some relaxation in the terms of com- 
munion might have kept the presbyterians unitbd 
to the church, and have enured those ecclesiastical 
factions which had been so fatal, and y^^ere still so 
dangerous. ^ Bishoprics were ottered to Calamy, 
Baxter, and Reynolds, leaders amoi^ the presby- 
terians ; the last only could be prevailed on to ac- 
cept. Deaneries and other preferments were refused 
by many. 

.The next measure of the King has not had the 
good fortune to be justified by any party; but is 
often considered, on what grounds I shall not de- 
termine, as one of the greatest mistakes, if not 
blemishes, of his reign. iLis^ he sale of Dunkirk 
to the Freneiif^The parsimonious m’axims of the 
parliament, jnd the liberal, or father careless dis- 
position of Charles, were ill suited to each pther ; 
and notwithstanding the supplies voted him, his 
treasury was still very empty and very much 
indebted. He had secretly received tlie sum of 
200,000 crowns from France, for the support of 
Portugal ; but the forces sent over to that country, 
and the fleets maintaineid in order to defend it, had 
.already cost the King that sum ; and, together with 
it, near double the money which had been paid as 
the Queen’s portion." the time fixed for pay- 
ment of his sister's portion to the Djike o^ Orleans 
was approaching.. Tangiers, a fortress from whicif 
great benefit was expected, was become an additional 


•> ©’Estrades, 17th of .Au'.ois(, 1662. There was above half of .lOO.OOO 
pounds really patd as the i^uct n’s portion. • 
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CHAP, burden to the crown; and Rutherford, who now 
commanded in Dunkirk, had increased the charge 
1662 . of that garrison to a hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds a year. These considerations had such 
influence, not only on thef’King, but even on Cla- 
rendon, that this uncorrupt minister was the most 
forward to advise accepting a sum of money in lieu 
of a place which, he thought, the King, from the 
narrow state of his revenue, was no longer able 
to retain; By the treaty with Portugal, it was sti- 
pulated that ‘Dunkirk should never be yielded to 
the Spaniards : France was therefore the only pur- 
chaser that «*3mained. D’Estrades was invited 
over, by a letter from the chancellor himself, in 
order to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thou- 
sand pounds were demanded. One hundred thou- 
sand were offered. The English by degrees lowered 
their demand : The French raised their offer : And 
the bargain was concluded at 400,000 pounds. 
The artillery and stores were valued at a fifth of the 
sum.® The imp<yis of this sale was not, at 
that time, sufficiently known eitl#P*^rt;ad or at 
home.** The French Monarch himself so fond of 
acquisitions, and so good a judge of his own inter- 
ests, tlrought that he had made a hard bargain'; 


D^Estrades, 21.st of August, 12th of September, 1662. 

It appears, however, from many of D’Estrade’s letters, particularly 
that of the 21st* of August, 1661, that the King might have transferred 
Dunkirk to the parliament, who would not have refused to bear the cha’^ijes 
of it, but were unwilling to give money to the King for that purpose. The 
King, on the other hand,, was jealous lest the parliament should acquire ' 
any separate dominion or authority in a branch of administration which 
aeemed so little to belong to them : A proof that the government was not 
yet settled into that composure and mutual conhdeBce which is Absolutely 
Requisite foi*conductj1ig it. ' 

* Id. 3rd of Oct6ber, 1662. The chief importance indeed of Dunkirk to 
the English was, that it was able to distress their trade when in the Iwnds 
of the French ; But it was Lewis the XIVth who first made it a good sea- 
port. If ever England have occasion to transport armies to the continent, 
It must be in support of some ally whose towns serve to the ^ame purpo.?e 
•as Dunkirk would, if in the’nands of the English. 



• dHAALBS II. . 397 

and this sum, in appearance so small, was the chap. 
utmost which he would allow his ambassador to 
oiFer. ^ 

A NEW incident discovered §uch a glimpse of the 
King’s character and principles, as, at first, the na- 
tion was somewhat at a loss how to interpret, but 
such as subsequent events, by degrees, rendered suffi- 
ciently plain and manifest. He issued a declaration Declara- 
on pretence of mitigating the rigours contained *in 
the act of uniformity, it/ter expressing’ his firm 26trDec. 
resolution to observe the general indemnity, and to 
trust enAireJiy to the affections of his subjects, not 
to any military power, for the suppor#of his throne, 
he mentioned the promises of liberty of conscience, 
contained in his declaration of Bredd. And he sub- 
joined, that, “.as in the first place he had been 

zealous to settle the uniformity of the church of 
“ England, in discipline, ceremony, and government, 

“ and shall ever constantly maintain it : So as for 
“ what concerns the penalties upon those who, living 
“ peaceably, do not confoafcgAliemselves thereunto, 

“ through Staple and tenderness *of misguided 
“ conscienqe, but modestly and without scandal per- 
“ form tlieir devotions in their own way, he jshould 
“ make it his special care, so far as in him lay, 

“ without invading the freedom of parliament, to 
“ incline their wisdom next approaching sessions to 
“ concur with him in making some such act for 
“ that purpose, as may enable him to e?:ercise, with 
“ a more universal satisfaction, that power of dis- 
“ pensing which he conceived to be inherent in 
“ him.”*^ Here a most important prerogative was 
exercised by the King ; but under such artful re- 
serves and lifnitations as might prevent the full 
discussion of the claim, and obviata a breach be- 
tween him and his parliament. The foundation of 


f Rennet’s Register, p. 850. 
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CHAP, this measure lay much deeper, and was of the ut- 
most consequence. 

jggj The King, during his exile, had imbibed strong 
prejudices in favour, of the catholic religion, and, 
according to the most probable accounts, had already 
been secretly reconciled in form to the church of 
Rome. The great zeal, expressed by the parlia- 
mentary party against all papists, had always, from 
a spirit of opposition, inclined the court, and all the 
royalists; to adopt more, i'avourable sentiments to- 
wards that sect, which, through the whole cohr.se of 
the civil wars, had strenuously sup])ortecJ the rights 
of the Sovercijigi. The rigour, too, whicli the King; 
during Ids abode in Scotland, had experienced from 
the presbyteriahs, dispased him to run into the other 
extreme, and to bear a kindness to. the party most 
opposite in its genius to the severity of those re- 
ligionists. Tl'e .solicitations and importunities of 
the Queen-mother, the contagion ’of the company 
which he frequented, the view of a more splendid 
and courtly mode oL? <’^-‘>’ship. the hopes of indul- 
gence in pleasure ; all these causes flffWUtal power- 
fully on a youngPrihcc, whose careless af’d dissolute 
tempet:,madc him incapable of adhering closely to 
the principles of his early education. But if the 
thoughtless humour of Charles rendered him an 
easy convert to popery, the same disposition ever 
prevented the theological tenets of that sect from 
taking any %t hold of him. During his vigorous 
state of health, while his bhmd was warm and his 
spirits high, a contempt and disregard to all religion 
held possession of 'his mind ; and he might more 
properly be denominated a deist than a catholic. 
But in thpse rcv,olutions of temper, when the love of 
rhillcry gave yjiace to reflection, andjiis penetrating, 
but negligent understanding, was clouded with fears 
and apprehensions, he had starts of more sincere 
conviction; and a sect, which always possessed his 

inclination. 
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inclination^ was then master of his judgement and 
opinion. * 

But though the King thus fluctuated, during his 
whole^*reign, between irreligion, which he more 
openly professed, and popery/ to. which he retained 
a secret propensity, his brother, the Duke of York, 
had zealously adopted all the principles of that theo- 
• logical party. Ilis eagpr temper and narrow under- 
standing made him a thorough convert, without any 
reserve from interest, or doubts from reasoning and 
inquiry. By his application to butiiness he had 
acquired a great ascendant over the King, who, 
though possessed of more discernmciU, was glad to 
throw the burden of alfairs on the Duke, of whom 
he entertained little jealousy. On pretence of easing 
the protestcint dissenters, they agreed upon a plan 
for introducing a general toleration, and giving the 
ca'tholics the free exercise of their religion ; at least,* 
the exercise of it in private houses. The two bro- 
thers saw with pleasure so numerous and popular a 
body of the clergy refuse conformity ; and it was 
hoped th,-^, -ujjiitir shelter Iff ‘‘illteir iiaaic, the small 
and hated sect of the catholics might meet with 
favour and* pfotection. 

But while the King pleaded his early promises of 
toleration, and insisted on many other plausible 
topics, the parliarhent, who sat a little after the de- 
claration was issued, could by no ineans be satisfied 
with this measure. The declared intention of easing 
the dissenters, and the secret purpose of favouring 
the catholic.s. were equally disagr('cable to them ; 
and in these prepossessions they were encouraged 
by the King’s ministers themselves, jjarticulf.rly the 
ehancelloi'. The house of commons represented to 
the King, that his declaration of Brcda^ contained na 

« 'l lic author conrcs.scs, tliat. Iho Kiii{;\s zt^al ioi jHipcry was apt, at in- 
lervals, to j’o fartht r lliaii i.s hero ^upiio'^od, is appeals I'roiii many ])a.s- 
sages in JanH’.s the Secoiiti’s iMeiuoirs. 

pvontisu 


.m 

CHAP. 

LXIIL 


1662. 


16G3. 
18 th Feb. 



igo history 0F‘ GREAT BRITAIN. , 

iiH A p. promig'e to the presbyteripns and other dissenters, 
but only an expression of his intentions, upon sup- 
1M3 position of the concurrence of parliament: That 
even if the non-conformists had been entiUed to 
plead a promise, they had intrusted this claim, as 
all their other rights and privileges,' to the house of 
commons, who were their representatives, and who 
now freed the King from Ijhat obligation : That it 
was not to be supposed that His Majesty and the 
houses were so bound by that declaration as to be 
incapacitated ^rom making any laws which might be 
contrary tolt :»That even at the King’s restoration, 
there were la^s of uniformity in force which could 
not be dispensed with but by act of parliament: 
And that the indulgence intended would prove most 
pernicious both to church and state, would open the 
door to schism, encourage faction, disturb the public 
peace, and discredit the wisdom of the legisla- 
ture. The King did not think proper, after this re- 
monstrance, to insist any farther at present on the 
project of indulgence.^.. 

In order to dej 9 ^e the cathol i »w l of all hopes, 
the two houses concurred in a remonstfa-nce against 
them. The King gave a gracious answer; though 
he scrupled not to profess his gratitude towards 
many of that persuasion, on account of their faith- 
ful services in his father’s cause and in his own. 
A proclamation, for fotm’s sake, was soon after 
issued against Jesuits and Romish priests ; But care 
was taken, by the very terms of it, to render it 
ineffectual. The parliament had allowed, that all 
foreign priests, belonging to the two Queens, should 
be excepted, and that a permission for them to re- 
main in England should still be granted. In the 
proclamation, ^the word foreign was purposely omit- 
ted ; and the Queens were thereby authorised to 
give protection to as many English priests as they 
should think proper. 


That 
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That the King might^reap some advantage frow chap. 
his compliances, however fallacious, he engaged the 
commons anew into an examination of his revenue, "TmT” 
which! chiefly by the negligence in levying it, had 

S roved, he said, much inferior*to the public charges. 

fotwithstanding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, he 
complained, amounted to a considerable sum ; and to 
satisfy the commons that the money formerly granted 
him had not been prodigally expended, he offered to 
lay befor? them the whole account of his.disburse- 
mentst It is, however, agreed on allHjands, that the 
King, though during his banishment *he had ma- 
naged his ‘small and precarious income with great 
order and economy, had now much eJoated of these 
virtues, and was unable to, make his royal revenues 
suffice for his .expenses. The commons, without 
ejntering into too nice a disquisition, voted him four 
subsidies ; and this was the last, time that taxes were 
levied in that manner. 

Several laws were made this session with regard 
to trade. The militia alsq^^ji^undfir consideration, 
and sonae were establi^Bd for ordering and 

arming it. ^It was enacted, that the King should 
have no power of keeping the militia under arms 
above fourteen days in the year. The situation of 
this island, together with its great naval power, has 
always- occasioned other means of security, however 
requisite, to be much neglected amongst us : And 
the parliament showed here a very superfluous jea- 
lousy of the King’s gtrictness in disciplining the 
militia. The principles of liberty rather require a 
contrary jealousy. 

The Earl of Bristol’s friendship with Clarendon, 
v.fhich had subsisted with great intiipacy during their 
exile, and the distresses of the royal party, had been 
considerably impaired since the restoration, by the 
chancellor’s refusing his assent to some grants, which 
Bristol had applied for, to a court lady : And a 
• • little 
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little after, the latter nobleipan, 'agreeably to the im- 
petuosity and indiscretion of his temper, broke out 
against the minister in the most outrageous manner. 
He even entered a charge of treason againSl him 
before the house of p'eers ;• but had concerted hi^ 
measures so imprudently, that the judges, when 
consulted, declared, that, neither for its matter, nor 
its form, could the charge be legally received. 
The articles indeed resemble more the incoherent 
altercations of a passionate enemy, than a serious 
accusation, tit to be discussed by a court of judica- 
ture ; and Bristol himself was so ashamed of his 
conduct and defeat, that be absconded during some 
time. Notwithstanding his fine talents, his elo- 
quence, his spirit, and his courage, he could never 
regain the character which he lost by this hasty and 
precipitate measure. 

But though Clare-ndon was able to elude this rash 
assault, his credit at court was sensibly declining ; 
and in proportion as the King found himself esta- 
blished on the throii^^Jjjt'* began to alienate himself 
from a ministef, whose character waf*&friitp!*c suited- 
to his own. Charles’s favour for the ca«f holies was 
always opposed by (’larendon, public liberty was 
secured against all attcmjits of the over- zealous roy- 
alists, prodigal grants of the King were checked or 
refused, and the dignity of his own character was .so 
much consulted by the chancellor, that he made it an 
inviolable rule, as did also his iriend, Southampton, 
never to enter into any connection with the royal 
mistresses. The King’s favourite was Mrs. Palmer, 
afterwards created Dutchess of Cleveland ; a woman 
prodigal, rapacious, dissolute, violent, revengeful. 
She failed not iujier turn to undermine Clarendon’s 
credit with his master ; and her success was at this 
time made apparent to the whole world. Secre- 
tary Nicholas, the chancellor’s great friend, was re- 
moved from his place ; and Sir Harry Bennet, his 
* avowed 
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avowed enemy, was advE^nced to that office. Ben- 
net was soon after created Lord Arlington. 

Though the King’s conduct had hitherto, since 
his restoration, been, in the main, laudable, men 
of penetration began to observfe, that those virtues 
by which he had at first so much dazzled and en- 
chanted the nation, had great show, but not equal 
solidity. His good understanding lost much of its 
influence by his want of application ; his bounty wds 
more the result of a facility of disposition, than any 
generosity of character ; his social humour led him 
frequently to neglect his dignity ; his love of plea- 
sure was not attended with proper s^itimcnt and 
decency ; and while he seemed to bear a good-will 
to every one that approached him, he had a heart 
not very capable. of Ifiendship, and he had secretly 
entertained a very bad opinion and distrust of man- 
kind. But above all, what sullied -his character, in 
the eyes of good judges, was his negligent ingrati- 
tude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, whose zeal 
and sufferings in the royq^'j'?^sc had known no 
bounds. «l’his*'‘^^duct, however, ’ in tile King may, 
from the circjipnstances of his sitdation and temper, 
admit of sofne excuse ; at least, of some alleviation. 
As he had been restored more by the efforts of 
his reconciled enemies than of his ancient friends, 
the former pretended a title to share his favour; 
and being, from [)ractice, acquainted with public 
business, they were better ([ualiticd to execute any 
trust committed to tliemi. The Kings revenues 
.were far I'rom being large, or even equal to his 
necessary expenses ; and his mistresses, and the 
companions of his mirth and pleasures, gained, by 
solicitation, every request from his, easy ,tcmj)er. 
The very poverty to which the more, zealous roy-* 
alists had reduced themselves, by rendering them 
insignificant, made them unfit to support the King’s 
measures, and caused him to deem them a useless 
• * incumbrance.* 
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CHAP, incumbmce. And as many false and ridkulom 

TALill. claims of merit were offered, his natural iadolence, 
1W3 averse to a strict discussion or inquiry, led him to 
treat them all with equal indifference. The parlia- 
ment took some notice of the poor cavaliers. Sixty 
thousand pounds were, at one time, distributed 
among them : Mrs. Lane also, and the Penderells, 
had handsome presents and pensions from the King. 
But the greater part of the royalists still remained 
in pover,ty and distress ; aggravated by, the cruel 
disappointment in their sanguine hopes, and by see- 
ing favour and preferment bestowed upon their most 
inveterate fo^<j. With regard to the act of indemnity 
and oblivion, they universally said, that it was an 
act of indemnity to the.King’s enemies, and of obli- 
vion to his friends. 
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A New .Session. — Rupture with« Holland.— A New Session. — 
Victory of tlie English — Rupture with France.— Rupture with 
Demnark.—^ew Session. — Sea-fight of four Days. — Victory 
of the English. — Fire of London.— Advances towards Peace.— 
Disgrace at Chatham. — Peace of Breda. — Clarendon’s Fall — 
and Banishrneiit.-j-State of France. — Character of Lewis XIV. — ■ 
.French Invasion of the Low Countries. — Negotiations. — Triple 
League. — Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.*— Affairs of Scotland — 
and of Ireland. 


^T'HE ngxt of pafffam^it diseovered a con- 

^ tinuance of the same principles which had pre- 
vailed in ail The foregoing. Monarchy and the church 
were still the objects of regard and aft'ection.* Dur- 
ing no period of the present reign did this spirit more 
evidently pass the bounds of reason and moderation. 

The King, in his speech to the parlianient, had 
ventured openly to demand a repeal of the triennial 
act ; and he even went so far as to declare tlrat, not- 
withstanding the law, ‘he never would allow any 
parliament to be assembled by the methods prescrib- 
ed in that statute. The parliament, without taking 
offence at this jdeclaration, repealed the law ; and, 
in lieu of all the securities formerly ‘ppvicTed, satis- 
fied themselves ^ith a general clause, “ that parlia- 
“ ments should not be interrupted above three years 
“ at the most.” As the English parliament had now 
raised itseW to be a regular check and control upon 
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CHAP, royal power, it is evident that they ought still to 
• have preserved a regular security for their meeting, 
1664. and not have trusted entirely to the good-will of the 
King, who, if ambitious or enterprising, had ;o little 
reason to be pleased ‘with .these assemblies. Before 
the end of Charles’s reign, the nation had occasion 
to feel very sensibly the etfects of this repeal. 

By the act of uniformity, every clergyman, who 
should officiate without being properly qualified, 
was punjshable by fine and imprisonment : But 
this security was not thought sufficient for the 
church. It was now enacted, that wherever five 
persons above those of the same household should 
assemble in a religious congregation, every one of 
them was liable, for the first ofl’cnce, to be im- 
prisoned three months, ' or pay five pounds ; for the 
second, to be imprisoned six months, or pay ten 
pounds ; and for the third, to be transported seven 
years, or pay a hundred pounds. The parliament 
nad only in their eye the inaJignity of the sectaries : 
They should have carried their intention farther, to 
the chief cause of tlw^niangnity, tlii^^strojut under 
which they laboured. 

Thk commons likewise ])asscd a vole-, that the 
wrongs, dishonours, and indignities, offered to the 
English by the subjects of the United Province.s, 
were the greatest obstructions to all foreign trade : 
And they promised to assist the King with their lives 
and fortunes in asserting the rights of his crown 
against all op])osition whatsoever. This was the first 
open ste|) towards the Dutch war. We must explain 
the causes and motfres of this measure. 

Rupture Til AT closc uuion atid confederacy, which, dur- 

hnd ^ course of near seventy years, has subsisted, al- 

most without inferruption or jealousy, between Eng- 
land and Holland, is not so much founded on tlie 
natural unalterable interests of these states, as on 
their terror of the growing power of the French 
Monarch, who, without their combination, it is 
' ap]>rehcndcd. 
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apprehended, would soon.extend his dominion over 
Europe. In the first years of Charles’s reign, when 
the ambitious genius of Lewis had not, as yet, dis- 
played itself, and when the great force of his people 
was, in some measure, unknowfi even to themselves, 
the rivalship of commerce, not checked by any 
other jealousy or apprehension, had in England 
’ begotten a violent enmity against the neighbouring 
republic. 

Thauf. was beginning, among the English, to be 
a matter of general conceili; but notwithstanding 
all their, efforts and advantages, their commerce 
seemed hitherto to stand upon a footii^', which was 
somewhat precarious. The Dutch, who by indus- 
try and frugality were ciiabjed to undersell them 
in every inarketj retained possession of the most 
lucrative branches of commerce ; and the English 
merchants had the mortification to find that all 
attempts to extend their trade were still turned, by 
the vigilance of their rivals, to their loss and dis- 
honour. Their indignation ii^casetl, ^’Chen they con- 
sidered tb« si>\'f?Wor naval power of England ; the 
bravery of h|j^ officers and seamen, her favourable 
situation, vflnch enabled her to intercept the whole 
Dutch commerce. By the ])rospect of these a'&van- 
tages they were str9ngly prompted, from motiv'es less 
just than political, to make war upon the States ; and 
at once to ravish ti om them by force what they could 
not obtain, or could obtain but slowly, by superior 
skill and industry. , 

Thk careless unambitious temper of Charles ren- 
dered him little capable of forming so vast a project 
as that of engrossing the commerce and naval power 
of Europe; yet-could he not remain ^altogether in- 
sensible to such obvious and such teijipting pros-* 
pects. His genius, happily turned towards mecha- 
nics, had inclined him to study naval affairs, which, 
of all branches of business, he both loved the most 
and understs)od the best. Though the Dutch,* 

during 
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during his exile, had expressed towards him more 
civility and friendship, than he had received from 
any other foreign power; the Louvestein or aristo- 
cratic faction, which at this time ruled the cfimmon- 
wealth, had fallen into close union with France; and 
could that party be subdued, he might hope that his 
nephew, the young Prince of Orange, would be re- 
instated in the authority possessed by his ancestors, 
aild would bring the States to a dependence under 
England. His narrow revenues made it still requisite 
for him to study the huAiours of his people,’ which 
now ran violently towards war ; and it has been sus- 
pected, though the suspicion was not justified by the 
event, that the hopes of diverting some of the 
supplies to his private ,nse were not overlooked by 
this necessitous monarch. 

Th£ Duke of York, more active and enterprising, 
pushed more eagerly the war with Holland. He 
desired an opportunity of distinguishing himself : 
He loved to cultivate commerce : He was at the head 
of a new African ^g^ugnany, whose trade was ex- 
tremely checked by the settlemerfip^f the Dutch : 
And perhaps the religious prejudices, which that 
Prince was always so much governed, began even 
so early to instil into him an antipathy against 
a protestant commonwealth, the bulwark of the 
reformation. Clarendon and Southampton, observ- 
ing that the nation was riot supported by any foreign 
alliance, were averse to hostilities ; but their credit 
was now on’ the decline. 

By these concurring motives, the court and par- , 
liament were both of them inclined to a Dutch war. 
The parliament was prorogued without voting sup- 
plies: But as, they had been induced, without any 
•open application from the crown, to pass that 
vote above-mentioned against the Dutch encroach- 
ments, it was reasonably considered as sdfficient 
sanction for the vigorous measures which were re- 
•st-lved on. " • 

Dow.Yixf;, 
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Downing, the English, minister at the Hague, a c hap. 
man of an insolent impetuous temper, presented a 
memorial to the States, containing a list of those 
depredttions, of which the English complainecl. It 
is remarkable, that all the preteilded depredations 
preceded the year 1662, when a treaty of league 
and alliance had been renewed with the Dutch ; 
and these complaints were then thought either so ill- 
grounded or so frivolous, that they had not been 
mentioned, in the treaty. Two ships alone, the 
Bonaventure and the Good-hope, had bf en claimed 
by the F.ng^ish ; and it was agreed that the claim 
should be prosecuted by the ordinarytcourse of jus- 
tice. The States had consigned a sum of money in 
case the cause should be deoided against them ; but 
the matter was still in dependence. Cary, who was 
intrusted by the proprietors with the management 
of the law-suit for the Bonaveature, had resolved 
to accept of thirty thousand pounds, which were 
offered him ; but was hindered by Downing, who 
told him that the claim wa;^ ?A^tter o*f state between 
the two /ratiods^^not a concern of private persons. '■ 

These circujnstances give us no* favourable idea of 
the justice’ of the English pretensions. 

Chari.f,s confined not himself to memorials and 
remonstrances. Sir Robert Holmes was secretly 
despatched with a squadron of twenty-two ships to 
the coast of Africa. He not only expelled the 
Dutch from Cape Corse, to which the ^English had 
some pretensions : He likewise seized tbe Dutch 
. settlements of Cape Verde and the Isle of Goree, 
together witli several ships trading on the coast. 

And having sailed to America, he possessed himself 
of Nova Belgia, since called New York; a. territory 
which James thi; First had given bj* patent to the 
Earl of Sitrling, but which had never been planted 
but by the Hollanders. When the States complained 

" Temple, vol. ii, p.*4». 
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of these hostile measures^ the King, unwilling to 
avow what he could not well justify, pretended to 
be totally ignorant of Holmes’s enterprise. He 
likewise confined that admiral to the Tower ; but 
some time after released him. 

The Dutch, finding that their applications for re- 
dress were likely to be eluded, and that a ground 
of quarrel was industriously sought for by the Eng- 
lish, began to arm with diligence. They even ex- 
erted, with some precipitation, an act pf vigour, 
which hastened on the rupture. Sir .lolui Eawson 
and Delluyter luul been sent with combined squad- 
rons into tht^iMediterranean, in order to cliastise 
the piratical states on the coast of Barbary ; and 
the time of tlieir sc])iU’ation and return w'as now 
approaching. TJie States secretly despatched orders 
to De Ruyter, tliat he should take in provisions at 
Cadiz; and sailing, towards tlie coast of Guinea, 
should I’etaliate on the English, and put the Dutch 
in possession of those settlements whence Holmes 
had expelled them, Ruyter, having a consi- 

derable force on board, met with^Rfbppesition in 
Guinea. All the dew acquisitions of , the English, 
except Cape Corse, were recovered from them. Tligy 
were even dispossessed of some old settlements. 
Such of their ships as fell into his hands were seized 
by De Ruyter. That admiral sailed next to America. 
He attacked Barbadoes, but was repulsed. He after- 
wards committed hostilities on Long Island. 

Meanwhile, the English preparations for war 
were advancing with vigour and industry. The King- 
had received no supplies from parliarncnt; but by 
his own funds and cn^dit lie was enabled to equip 
a fleet : The qity of London lent him 100,00(* 
p'ounds : The® spirit of the nation seconded his 
armaments : He himself went from port to port, 
inspecting with great diligence, and encouraging 
the work ; and in a little time the English navy mcis 
put in a formidable condition. Eight hundred 

thousand 
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thousand pounds are said to have been expended chap. 
on this armament. When Lawson arrived, and 
communicated his suspicion of De Ruyter’s enter- 
prise, ^orders were issued for seizing all Dutch 
ships; and 135 fell into the *hahds of the English. 

These were not declared prizes, till afterwards, when 
war was proclaimed. 

The parliament, when it met, granted a siippjy, 24th Nov. 
the largest by far that had ever been given to a King fessioT. 
of England, yet scarcely ^sufficient for th‘e present 
undertaking. Wear two millions antl»a half were 
voted to bje levied by quarterly payments in three 
years. The avidity of the merchants^together with 
the great prospect of success, had animated the 
whole nation against the Dutch. 

A GREA T alteration was made this session in the 
njethod of taxing the clergy. In almost all the 
other monarchies of Europe, the assemblies, whose 
consent was formerly requisite to the enacting of 
laws, were compo.sed of three estates, the clergy, 
the nobility, and the co»i«.i 0 fO.alty, jvhich formed 
so manymieifrS9^s of the political body, of which 
the King considered as the head. In England, 
too, the parliament was always represented as con- 
sisting of three estates ; but their separation was 
never -so distinct, as in other kingdoms. A convo- 
cation, however, had usually sitten at the same time 
with thte parliament; though they possessed not a 
negative voice in the passing of laws, and assumed 
no other temporal power than that of imposing taxes 
on the clergy. By reason of ecclesiastical prefer- 
ments, which he could bestow, the King's influence 
over the church was more considerable than over the 
laity ; so that the subsidies, granted by the convoy 
cation, were cojnmonly greater tharf those which 
were voted by parliament. The church, therefore, 
was Y\ot displeased to depart tacitly from the right 
of taxing herself, and allow t^ie commons to lay 
VOL. vri.* OD impositions 
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CHAP, impositions on ecclesiastical revenues, as on the rest 
of the kingdom. In recompense, two subsidies, which 
1664 ™ the convocation had formerly granted, were re- 
mitted, and the parochial clergy were allowed to 
vote at elections. Thus* the church of England 
made a barter of power for profit. Their convoca- 
tions, having become insignificant to the crown, 
h^ve been much disused of late years. 

The Dutch saw, with the utmost regret, a war 
approaching, whence tli,ey might dread the most 
fatal consequences, but which aft’orded no prospect 
of advantage. They tried every art of negotiation, 
before they Crould come to extremities. Their 
measures were at that time directed by John de Wit, 
a minister equally emkicnt for greatness of mind, 
for capacity, and for integrity. Though moderate 
in his private deportment, he knew how to adopt, 
in his public counsels, that magnanimity which suits 
the minister of a great state. It was ever his maxim, 
that no independent government should yield to 
another any eyident/fOK*^ of reaso n_fir equity ; and 
that all such concessions, so far mom jReventing 
war, served to no other pur|)ose than- to provoke 
fresh claims and insults, liy his management a 
spirit of union was preserved in all the provinces ; 
great sums were levied ; and a navy was equipped, 
composed of larger ships than the Dutch had ever 
built before, and able to cope with the fleet of 
England. 

1665. As soon as certain intelligence arrived of De 
22 d I tb Ruyter’s enterprises, Charles declared war against 
the States. His fleet, consisting of 114 sail, besides 
fire-ships and ketches, was commanded by the Duke 
qf York, and under him by Prince Rupert and the 
Earl of Sandwich. It had about 22,000 men on 


3d June. 
Vietoiy 
of the 
English. 


board. Obdam, who was admiral of the Dutch 
navy, of nearly equal force, declined not the com- 
bat. In the heat of action, when engaged in close 

fight 
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fight with the Duke of Xork, Obdam's ship blew 
up. This accident much discouraged the Dutch, 
who fled towards their own coast. Trorap alone, 
son of the famous admiral killed during the former 
war, bravely sustained with hi^ squadron the efforts 
of the English, and protected the rear of his coun- 
trymen. The vanquished had nineteen ships sunk 
and taken. The victors lost only one. Sir .John 
Lawson died soon after of his wounds. 

It is affirmed, and with an appearance of reason, 
that this victory might hdve been reii^ered more 
complete, had not orders been issued to slacken sail 
by Brounker, one of the Duke’s bed-'j|iamber, who 
pretended authority from his hiaster. The Duke 
disclainted the orders; but* Brounker never was 
sufficiently puiUHliied for his temerity.* It is allowed, 
hawever, that the Duke behaved with great bravery 
during the action. He was long in the thickest of 
the fire. The*Earl of Falmouth, Lord Muskerry, 
and Mr. Boyle, were killed by one shot at his side, 
and covered hi m all over wj^ tl^cir bi'ains and gore. 
And it is «ut ifStJJy, that, in a pursuit', where even 
persons cf interior station, and of the most cowardly 
dispositions, acquire courage, a commander should 
feel his spirits to flag, and should turn from the 


* King Janacs, in his iMenioirs, gives ,aii account of this affair different 
from what we meet with in any tiistorian, lie says, that while he was 
asleep, Brounker brought orders to Sir .lohri Harman, captain of the ship, 
to slacken sail. Sir John remonstrated, but obeyed, i^/ter some time, 
finding that his filMhig back was liifely to produce confusion in the fleet, 
he hoisted the sjgl as before ; So that the Prince coming soon after on 
* the quarter-deck, and finding all things as he left them, knew nothing of 
what had passed during his repose. Nobody gave him the least intimation 
of it. It was long after, that he heard of it by a kind of accident; and be 
intended to have punished Brounker by iiiartial law ; but just about that 
lime, the house of commons took up the question itnd impwtched him, 
which made it impossible for the Duke to punish him otherwise than by 
dismissing him his service. Brounker, before the house, never pretended 
that he bad received any orders from the Duke. 

f) D 2 
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back of an enemy, whos^ force he had not been 
afraid to encounter. 

This disaster threw the Dutch into consternation, 
and determined De Wit, who was the soul 6f their 
councils, to exert his military capacity, in order to 
support the declining courage of his countrymen. 
He went on board the fleet, which he took under 
his command ; and he soon remedied all those dis- 
ofders which had been occasioned by the late 
misfortu.*ie. The genius of this man was of the 
most extensive nature. Tie quickly became as much 
master of naval affairs, as if he had from his in- 
fancy been qAucated in them ; and he even made 
improvements in some parts of pilotage and sailing, 
beyond what men expqrtin those arts had ever been 
able to attain. „ 

Tuk misfortunes of the Dutch determined their 
allies to act for their assistance and support. The 
King of France was engaged in a de^nsive alliance 
with the Sates ; but as his naval force was yet in 
its infancy,- he wa^ciitirely averse, at that time, 
from entering into a war with so fWPftlidablc a power 
as England. He long tried to mediate a peace 
between the States, and for that purpose sent an 
embassy to London, which returned without effecting 
any thing. Lord ,Hollis, the English ambassador 
at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to 
the side of England ; and, in his master’s name, 
made him the most tempting offers. Charles was 
content to abandon all the, Spanish Low Countries 
to the French, without pretending to a foot of, 
ground for himself; provided Lewis would allow 
him to pursue his advantages against the Dutch.' 
But the French Monarch, though the conquest of 
that valuable territory was the chief object of his 
ambition, rejected the offer as contrary to his 
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interests ; He thought, that if the English had once cuap. 
established an uncontrollable dominion over the sea ^xiv. 
and* q^er commerce, they would soon be able to 
render his acquisitions a de:jr purchase to him. 

When De Lionne, the French secretary, assured Van 
Beuninghen, ambassador of the States, that this oft'er 
had been pressed on his niaster during six months ; 

“ 1 can readily believe it,” replied the Diitchmaji; 

“ I am sensible that it is the interest of England.'” 

Such were the establis^ied maxims at ‘that time 
with regard to the interests of Princos. It must 
however b« allowed, that the polities of Cliarles, in 
making this offer, were not a little hatfirdous. The 
extreme weakness of Spain would have rendered the 
French conquests easy and iftfalliblc ; but the vigour 
of the Dutch, itmiight be foreseen, would make the 
success of the English much more precarious. And 
even were the naval force of Holland totally anni- 
hilated, the acquisition of the Dutch commerce 
to England could not be I'elied on as, a certain con- 
sequence; nry^s trade constant, attendant of 
power, Iflit depends on many gther, and some of 
them very, t’lelicate circumstances. 

Thouc.h the King of France had resolved to sup- 
port the Hollanders in that unequal contest in which 
they w<|fe engaged ; yethe protracted his declaration, 
and employed the time in naval preparations, both 
in the ocean and the Mediterranean. The King of 
Denmark meanwhile was resolved not to remain an 
idle spectator of the cemtest between the maritime 
. powers. The part which he acted was the most 
extraordinary ; He made a secret agreement with 
Charles to seize all the Dutch ships in his harbours, 
and to share the spoils with the English, ^jrox ided 
they would assisjt him in executing thlfe measure. In 
order to increase his prey, he perfidiously invited the 


' D’Estrades,141h Auctust 1665, 


Dutefi 



406 

CHAP. 

LXIV. 

1665. 


3d Aug. 


Rupture 

with 

Denmark. 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Dutch to take shelter in his ports ; and accordingly 
the East-India fleet, very richly laden, had put into 
Bergen. Sandwich, who now commanded thi^ Eng- 
lish navy (the Duke having gone ashore), despatched 
Sir Thomas Tiddiman with a squadron to attack 
them ; but whether from the King of Denmark’s 
delay in sending orders to the governor, or, what 
is piore probable, from his avidity in endeavouring 
to engross the whole booty, the English admiral, 
though h6 behaved with great bravery, failed of his 
purpose. The Danish governor fired upon him, 
and the Dutch, having had leisure to fortify them- 
selves, made gallant resistance. 

Thk King of Denmark, seemingly ashamed of his 
conduct, concluded with Sir Gilbert Talbot, the 
English envoy, an offensive alliance against the 
States ; and at the very same time, his resident at 
the Hague, by his' orders, concluded an offensive 
alliance against England. To this latter alliance he 
adhered, probgbly from jealousy of the increasing 
naval power yf England , and he srizcd and con- 
fiscated all the English ships in his narbofiVs. This 
was a sensible check to the advantages which Charles 
had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a blow 
was given to the English commerce ; the King of 
Denmark’s naval force was also considerable, and 
threatened every moment a conjunction with the 
Hollanders. That Prince stipulated to assist hi.s 
ally with a .fleet of thirty sail ; and he received in 
return a yearly subsidy of 1,500,000 crowns, of 
which 300,000 were paid by France. 

The King ende’avoured to counterbalance these 
confederacies by acquiring new friends and allies. 
He had despatched Sir Richard Fanshaw into Spain, 
who met with a very cold reception. That mo- 
narchy was sunk into a state of weakness, and was 
menaced with an invasion from France ; yet could 
not any motive prevail with Philip to enter into 

cordial 
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cordial friendship with England. Charles’s alliance 
with Portugal, the deteAtion of Jamaica and Tan- 
giers, the sale of Dunkirk to the French ; all these 
offencAs sunk so deep in the mind of the Spanish 
monarch, that no motive^ of ipteyest was sufficient 
to outweigh them. 

The Bishop of Munster was the only ally that 
Charles could acquire. This prelate, a man of rest- 
less enterprise and ambition, had entertained a violent 
animosity against the States ; and he was easily en- 
gaged„ by the promise ol|i subsidies from ’England, 
to make an incursion on that republic. With a 
tumultuary army of near 20,000 men, he invaded 
her territories, and met with weak rtfistance. The 
land forces of the States were as feeble and ill- 
governed, as their fleets Were gallant and formi- 
dable. But affer his committing great ravages in 
sfeveral of the provumes, a stop was put to the pro- 
gress of this warlike prelate. * He had not mili- 
tary skill sufficient to improve the advantages which 
fortune had put into his hands: The.King of France 
sent a bo^y of^iQPO albn'W oppose lijm : Subsidies 
were not regularly remitted him.from England ; and 
many of hiy troops deserted for want of pay : The 
Elector of Brandenburgh threatened him with an 
invasion in his own state : And on the whole, he was 
glad to conclude a peace under the mediation of 
France. On the first surmise of his intentions. Sir 
William Temple was sent from London with money 
to fix him in his former alliance ; but found that he 
arrived too late. * 

Tiik Dutch, encouraged by all these favourable 
circumstances, continued resolute to exert them- 
selves to the utmost in their own defence. De Ruy- 
ter, their great admiral, was arrived from his expe- 
dition to Guinea-: Their Indian fleet Was come home 
in safety Their harbours were crowded with mer- 
chant ships : Faction at home was appeased : The 
young Prince of Orange had piU himself under the 

tuition 


407 

CflAP. 

LXIV. 

1662 . 



408 

CHAP 

LXIV. 

1665. 


10th Oct. 


New ses- 
sion. 


Five-raile- 

act. 


HISTORY OR GREAT BRITAIN. 

« 

tuition of the States of Holland, and of De Wit, 
their pensionary, who exec'uted his trust with ho- 
nour and fidelity : And the animosity, which the 
Hollanders entertained against the attack << f the 
English, so unprovoHed, as they thought it, made 
them thirst for revenge, and hope for better success 
in their next enterprise. Such vigour was exerted 
in the common cause, that, in order to man the fleet, 
all ^merchant ships were prohibited to sail, and even 
the fisheries were suspended.’" 

The English likewise continued in the same dis- 
position, though another more grievous calamity 
had joined itself to that of war. The plague had 
broken out in London ; and that with such violence, 
as to cut off, in a year, near 90,000 inhabitants. 
The King was obliged t6 summon the parliament at 
Oxford. ' 

A GOOD agreement still subsisted between the 
King and parliament. They, on their part, unani- 
mously voted him the supply demanded, twelve 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds, to be levied in 
two years by monthly asScssifi^nts^ijkt nd l\e, to gra- 
tify them, passed tlm five-mile-act, which fias given 
occasion to grievous and not unjust’^'fcemplaints. 
The church, under pretence of guarding monarchy 
against its inveterate enemies, persevered in the 
project of wreaking li'er own enmity against the non- 
conformists. It was en-acted, that no dissenting 
teacher who took not the non-resistance oath above 
mentioned, should, except upon the road, come 
within five miles of any corporation, or of any place, 
where he had preached after the act of oblivion. 
The penalty was a fine of fifty pounds, and six months 
imprisonment. By ejecting the non-confMming 
clergy from their churches, and prohibiting all se- 
parate congre|^ations, they had been rendered in- 
capable of gaining any livelihood by their spiritual 

Tromp’s Tife. p*Estrades, .hth ul' Febrnaiy, 1665. 
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profession. And now, upder colour of removing chap. 
them from places where their influence might be 
dangerous, an expedient was fallen upon to deprive 1055, 
them o'l? all means of subsistence. Had not the 


spirit of the nation imdergoAe 'a change, these 
violences were preludes to the most furious perse- 
cution. 


However prevalent the hierarchy, this law did 
not pass without opposition. Besides several peerS, 
attached tetthe old parliamentary party, Southampton 
himself,* though Clarendon’^ great friend,^ expressed 
his disapprobation of these measures. But the church 
party, not discouraged witli this opposition, intro- 
duced into the house of commons a bill for imposing 
the oath of non-resistance oq the whole nation. It 


was rejected only by three voices. The parliament, 31st Oct. 
after a short session, was prorogued. 

After France had declared .war, England was 1666. 
evidently overmatched in force. Yet she possessed 
this advantage by her situation, that she lay between 
the fleets of her eiiemieSj^ and might be able, by 
speedy a»d wen’^tfRcerted operation^, to prevent 
their junctio,^. But such was thfc unhappy conduct 
of her contmanders, or such want of intelligence in 
her ministers, that this circumstance turned rather to 


her prejudice. Lpwis had givetj orders to the Duke 
of Beaufort, his admiral, to sail from Toulon ; and 


the FrencEsquadron, under *his command, consisting 
of above forty sail ", was now commonly supposed 
to be entering the channel. The Dufeh fleet, to 
the number of seventy-six sail, was at sea, under the 
’ command of De Ruyter and Trornp, in order to 
join him. The Duke of Albemarle and Prince 
Rupert commanded the English flpet, which ex- 
ceeded not seventy-four sail. Alhpmarle, whoj 
from his successes under the Protector, had too 
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much learned to despise the enemy, proposed to 
detach Prince Rupert witli twenty ships, in order to 
oppose the Duke of Beaufort. Sir George Ayscue, 
well acquainted with the bravery and coi^duct of 
De Ruyter, protested against the temerity of this 
resolution: But Albemarle’s authority prevailed. 
The remainder of the English set sail to give battle 
to the Dutch; who seeing the enemy advance quickly 
upon them, cut their cables, and prepared for the 
combat., The battle that ensued, is one of the 
most memorable that we f3ad of in story; whe4;her we 
consider its' long duration, or the desperate courage 
with which was fought. Albemarle‘’made here 
some atonement by his valour for the rashness of the 
attempt. No youth, animated by glory and ambitious 
hopes, could exert himself more than did this man, 
who was now in the decline of life, and who had 
reached the summit of honours. We shall not enter 
minutely into particulars. It will be sufficient to 
mention the chief ev'ents of each day’s engagement. 

In thefirstday, SirWilliain Berkeley, vice-admiral, 
leading the van, fell into* ne teii.sk'^pii'-of tl^e enemy, 
was overpowered, and his shij) taken. He himself 
was found dead in his cabin, all covereef with blood. 
The ETiglish had the weather-gage of the enemy; 
but as the wind blew so hard, that they could not 
use their lower tier, they derived but small advan- 
tage from this circumstance. The Dutch shot, how- 
ever, fell chiefly on their sails and rigging; and 
few ships were sunk or much damaged. Chain- 
shot was at that time a new invention ; commonly 
attributed to Dc "W^it. Sir John Harman exerted 
himself extremely on this day. The Dutch admiral, 
Evertz, was killed in engaging him. Darkness 
parted th*e combatants. 

The second day, the wind was isomewhat fallen 
and the combat became more steady and more ter- 
rible. The English now found, that the greatest 

valour 
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valour cannot compensatethe superiority of numbers, chap. 
against an enemy who is well conducted, and who is 
not defective in courage. De Kuyter and Van .jggg, 
Tromp,‘*rivals in glory, and enemies from faction, 
exerted themselves in emulatiori of each other ; and 
De Ruyter had the advantage of disengaging and 
saving his antagonist, who had been surrounded by 
the English, and was in the most imminent danger. 

Sixteen fresh ships joined the Dutch fleet during tile 
action ; and the English were so shattered, tliat their 
fighting ships were reduced to twenty-eight, and 
they found , themselves obliged to retreat towards 
their own coast. The Dutch followi^d them, and 
were on the point of renewing the combat, when 
a calm, which came a little before night, prevented 
the engagement., 

.Nkxt morning, the English were obliged, to con- 
tinue their retreat; and a proper disposition was made 
for that purpose. The shattered ships were ordered 
to stretch a-head ; and sixteen of the most entire 
followed them in goo^^rdgj;, and kepi the enemy in 
awe. Albemah^nin^lf closed the fear, and pre- 
sented an uj^^launted countenance to his victorious 
foes. The Earl of Ossory, son of Ormond, a gallant 
youth, who sought honour and experience in every 
action throughoul; Europe, wa.^ then on board the 
admiral. Albemarle confessed to him his intention 
rather to blow up his ship and perish gloriously, than 
yield to the enemy. Ossory applauded this desperate 
resolution. , 

, About two o’clock, the Dutch had come up with 
their enemy, and were ready t® renew the fight ; 
when a new fleet was descried from the south, 
crowding all their sail to reach the sgene of action. 

The Dutch flattered themselves that,Beaufort was 
arrived, to cut blf the retreat of the vanquished : 

The English hoped that Prince Rupert had come, 
to turn the scale of action. Albemarle, who had 
» * received 



41 ^ 

CHAP. 

LXIV. 

1666. 


HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

received intelligence of tbe Prince’s approach, bent 
his course towards him. Unhappily, Sir George 
Ayscue, in a ship of a hundred guns, the largest in 
the fleet, struck on the Galloper sands, and could 
receive no assistan6e from his friends, who were 
hastening to join the reinforcement. He could not 
even reap the consolation of perishing with honour, 
and revenging his death on his enemies. They were 
preparing fireships to attack him, and he was obliged 
to strike. The English sailors, seeing the. necessity, 
with the utinost indignation surrendered thelnselves 
prisoners. 

ALBEMARr.7'; and. Prince Rupert were now deter- 
mined to face the enemy ; and next morning the 
battle began afresh, M'ith more C({ual force than 
ever, and with equal valour. After long cannon- 
ading, the fleets came to a close combat; which 
was continued with great violence, till parted by 
a mist. The English retired first into their har- 
bours. 

Though the English, J}y ||ieir obstinate courage, 
reaped the c^lief honour in tlii^^igageii.ient, itMs 
somewhat uncertain who obtained the*j'ictory. The 
Hollanders took a few ships, and having^ some ap- 
pearances of advantage, expressed their satisfaction 
by all the signs ofi triumph and rejoiciitg. But as 
English fleet was repaired in a little time, and 
to sea more formidable than ever, together with 
many of those ships which the Dutch had boasted 
to^ have burned or destroyed ; all Europe saw, that 
those two brave nations were engaged in a contest, 
which was not likely, on either side, to prove de- 
cisive. 

It wa^ the cpnjunction alone of the French, that 
Could give a decisive superiority to the Dutch. In 
order to facilitate this conjunction, De Ruyter, 
having repaired his fleet, posted himself at the mouth 
of the Thames. The English, under Prince Rupert 
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and Albemarle, were not long in coming to the chap. 
attack. The numbers of each fleet amounted to 
about eighty sail ; and the valour and experience of i666. 
the coihmanders, as M'ell as of the seamen, rendered 
the engagement fierce and obt^tinate. Sir Thomas 
Allen, who commanded the white squadron of the English. 
English, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 
routed ; and he killed the three admirals who com- 
manded it. Van Tromp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith ; 
and during the heat of action, he was separated from 
De Ruyter and the main body, whether by accident 
or design was never certainly known. Do Ruyter, 
with conduet and valour, maintainCj^ the combat 
against the main body of the. Englisti ; and though 
overpowered by numbers, kept his station, till night 
ended the engagement. Next day, finding the 
Dutch fleet scattered and discouraged, his high 
spirit submitted to a retreat, whiph yet he conducted 
with such skill, as to render it equally honourable 
to himself as the greatest victory. Full of indig- 
nation, however, at yje tding the superiority to the 
enemy, Ije fret^p!lti^*y^x^aimed, “ Aiy God ! what 
“ a wretch ^m I! Among so many thousand bullets, 

“ is therfe not one to put an end to my miserable 
“life?” One De Witte, his son-in-law, who stood 
near, exported Inm, since he spught death, to turn 
upon the English, and render his life a dear pur- 
chase to the victors. But'De Ruyter esteemed it 
more worthy a brave man to persevere to the utter- 
most, and, as long as i:^ossible, to rendfer service to 
his country. Ail that night and next day, the 
English pressed upon the roar of the Dutch ; 
snd it was chiefly by the redoubled efforts of De 
Ruyter, that the latter saved thernselves^ in their 
harbours. , 

The loss sustained by the Hollanders in this ac- 
tion was not very considerable ; but as, violent ani- 
mosities had broken out between the two admirals, 
who engaged all the officers dn one side or othe/, 

the 
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^ H AP. the consternation, which took place, was great among 
' the provinces. Tromp’s commission was at last taken 
1686. though several captains had mis- 

behaved, they were so effectually protected ky their 
friends in the magistracy»of the towns, that most of 
them escaped punishment, many were still continued 
in their commands. 

The English now rode incontestable masters of 
the sea, and insulted the Dutch in their harbours. 
A detachment under Holmes was sent into the road 
of Vlie, and .burned a hundred and forty merchant- 
men, two men of war, together with Brapdaris, a 
large and ri^ village on the coast. The Dutch 
merchants, who lost by this enterprise, uniting them- 
selves to the Orange (action, exclaimed against an 
administration, which, they pretended, had brought 
such disgrace and ruin on their country. None 
but the firm and intrepid mind of Dc Wit could 
have supported itself under such a complication of 
calamities. 

The King of France, apprehensive that the Dutch 
would sink under their misfm'U'(ii*<?V'* at kvast, that 
De Wit, his friend; might be dispossessed of the 
administration, hastened the advance of' the Duke 
of Beaufort. The Dutch fleet likewise was again 
equipped ; and und^r the command of De Ruyter, 
cruised near the straits of Dover. Prince Rupert 
with the English navy," now stronger than ever, 
came full sail upon them. The Dutch admiral 
thought proper to decline the combat, and retired 
into St.John’s road near Bulloigne.. Here he shel- 
tered himself, both from the English, and from a 
furious storm which arose. Prince Rupert too was 
obliged to retire into St. Helens ; where he staid 
some time, in />rder to repair the damages which he 
had sustained. Meanwhile the Duke of Beaufort 
proceeded up the channel, and passed the English 
fleet unperceived ; but he did not find the Dutch, 
as he expected. Dfe Ruyter had been seized with a 
■■ fever : 
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fever: Many of the chic/ officers had fallen into 
sickness : A contagious distemper was spread through 
the fleet : And the States thought it necessary to 
recal titem into their harbours, before the enemy 
could be refitted. The French King, anxious for 
his navy, which, with so much care and industry, 
he had lately built, despatched orders to Beaufort, 
to make the best of his way to Brest. That ad- 
miral had again tire good fortune to pass the Eng- 
lish. Onc.ship alone, the Ruby, fell into the hands 
of the enemy. * 

Whjive tjie war continued without any decisive 
success on either side, a calamity hapjj^ned in Lon- 
don, which threw the people into great consterna- 
tion. Fire, breaking out in, a baker’s house near 
the bridge, spread itself on all sides with such ra- 
pidity, that no efforts could extinguish it, till it laid 
in ashes a considerable part of the city. The inha- 
bitants, without being able to provide effectually for 
their relief, were reduced to be spectators of their 
own ruin ; and were ii^ sued from sfreet to street 
by the flames, wi f * unexpectedly gathered round 
them. Thre^>days and nights did the fire advance ; 
and it was only by the blowing up of houses, that it 
was at last extinguished. The King and Duke used 
their utmost endeavours to stop the progress of the 
flames ; blit all their industry was unsuccessful. — 
About four hundred streets*, and thirteen thousand 
houses, were reduced to ashes. 

The causes of this calamity were evident. The 
.narrow streets oi- London, the houses built entirely 
of wood, the dry season, and a violent east wind 
which blew ; these were so many concurring cir-r 
cumstances, which rendered it easy.to assign the 
reason of the destruction that ensued. But the 
people were not satisfied with this obvious account. 
Prompted by blind rage, some ascribed the guilt 
to the republicans, others to the catholics ; though 
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it is not easy to conceive how the burning of Lon- 
don could serve the purposes of either party. As 
the papists were the chief objects of public detesta- 
tion, the rumour, which threw the guilt dh them, 
was more favourably received by the people. No 
proof, however, or even presumption, after the 
strictest inquiry by a committee of parliament, ever 
appeared to authorise such a calumny ; yet, in order 
to give countenance to the popular prejudice, the 
inscription engraved by authority on the monument, 
ascribed this calamity <to that hated sect. Thi.s 
clause was erased by order of King James,, when he 
came to theAhrone ; but after the revolution it was 
replaced. So credulous, as well as obstinate, are 
the people, in believing every thing which flatters 
their prevailing passion ! 

The fire of London, though at that time a great 
calamity, has proyed in the issue beneficial both to 
the city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in 
a very little time ; and care was taken to make the 
streets wider 'and more regular than before. A dis- 
cretionary power was assumlRtSl^he Kiitg to regu- 
late the distribution of the buildings* and to forbid 
the use of lath and timber, the materials of which 
the hbuses were formerly composed. The necessity 
was so urgent, anjl the occasioi) so extraordinary, 
that no exceptions were taken at an exercise of au 
thority, which otherwise might have been deemed 
illegal. Had the King been enabled to carry his 
power still ‘farther, and made the houses be rebuilt 
with perfect regularity, and entirely upon one plan ; 
he had much contributed to the convenience, as 
well as embellishment, of the city. Great advan- 
tages, however, have resulted from ‘the alterations ; 
•though ‘not ^.carried to the full length. London 
became much more healthy after the fire. The 
plague, which used to break out with great fury 
twice or thrice every century, and indeed was always 
. * * lurking 
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lurking in some corner, or other of the city, has chap. 
scarcely ever appeared since that calamity. 

The parliament met soon after, and gave the 
sanctic^i of law to those regulations made by royal 
authority; as well as appointed fcomrnissioners for 
deciding all such questions of property, as might 
arise from the fire. They likewise voted a supply 
of 1,800,000 pounds to be levied, partly by a poll- 
bill, partly by assessments. Though their inquiry 
brought o*ut no proofs, which cotild fix oo the pa- 
pists the burning of London, the general aversion 
against .that sect still prevailed ; and complaints 
were made, prob^ly without inuch, inundation, of 
its dangerous increase. Charles, at the desire of 
the commons, issued a proclamation for the banish- 
ment of all prieg»ts and Jesuits ; but the bad execu- 
tipn of this, as well as of former edicts, destroyed all 
confidence in his sincerity, whenever he pretended 
an aversion towards the catholic religion. Whe- 
ther suspicions of this nature had diminished the 
King’s nomilari ty. is ^^ j y ertain ; but it appears, that 
the sup^iiy was <^15160 much later than (fiiarles ex- 
pected, or ej^n than the public 'necessities seemed 
to require.* The intrigues of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, a man who wanted only steadiness to render 
him extremely dangerous, had somewhat embarrass- 
ed the measures of the court ; and this was the first 
time that the King found any considerable reason 
to complain of a failure of confidence in this house 
of commons. The rising symptoms of ill-humqur 
tended, no doubt, to quicken the steps which 
were already making towards a peace with foreign 
61161 X 1 ics. * 

CiiAHLEs b€?gan to be sensible, that all .the ends 
for which the war had been undertaken, were likelj^ pi ace. 
to prove entirely abortive. The Dutch, even when 
single, had defended themselves with vigour, and 
were every day improving in ^their military skill 
and preparations. Though their trade had suffered 
vox., vn. E E extremely, 
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CHAP, extremely, their extensive credit enabled them to 
levy great sums ; and while the seamen of England 
1667 loudly complained of want of pay, the Dutch navy 
was regularly supplied with money and*^ every 
thing requisite for' it^ subsistence. As two power- 
ful Kings now supported them, every place, from 
the extremity of Norway to the coasts of Bay- 
onne, was become hostile to the English. And 
Charles, neither fond of action, nor stimulat- 
ed by any violent ambition, earnestly sought for 
means of restoring tranq'hillity to his people, dis- 
gusted with a war, which, being joined with the 
plague and /ire, had provecKso fruitless and 
destructive. 

The first advances towards an accommodation 
were made by England. When the King sent tor 
the body of Sir William Berkeley, he insinuated to 
the States his desire of peace on reasonable terms ; 
and their answer corresponded in the same amicable 
intentions. Charles, however, to maintain the ap- 
pearance of superiority, stilj^y^sist^that the States 
should treat at London ; and tli'S^J^greedi to make 
him this compliment so far as cona,'?rned them- 
selves But being engaged in an alliance with two 
crowned heads, they could not, they said, prevail 
with these to depart in that respect from their dig- 
nity. On a sudden, the King went so far on the 
other side as to offer the'sending of ambassadors to 
the Hague; but this proposal, which seemed ho- 
nourable to the Dutch, was- meant only to divide 
and distract them, by affording the English an o{)- 
portunity to carry' on cabals with the disaffected 
party. The offer was therefore rejefted ; and con- 
ferences were secretly held in the Queen-mother’s 
apartments at' Paris, where the pretensions of both 
parties were discussed. The Dutch made equitable 
proposals ; either that all things should be restored 
’o the same condition in which they stood before 
thO; war ; or that bdih parties should continue in 

possession 
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possession of their present acquisitions. Charles 
accepted of the latter proposal ; and almost every 
thing was adjusted, except the disputes with regard 
to the rsle of Polerone. This island lies in the East 
Indies, and was formerlyvaludble for its produce of 
spices. The English had been masters of it : But 
were dispossessed at the time when the violences 
were committed against them at Amboy na. Crom- 
well had stipulated to have it restored ; and fhe 
Hollanders, having first entirely destroyed all the 
spice tfees, maintained, tWat they had-qxecuted the 
treaty, but .that the English had been anew expelled 
during the course^ the war. Charlis renewed his 
pretensions to this^and; and*as the reasons on both 
sides began to multiply, and seemed to require a loRg 
discussion, it was agreed to transfer the treaty to some 
other place ; and Charles made choice of Breda, 

Loro Hollis axrd Henry Coventry were the Eng- 
lish ambassadors. They immediately desired, that 
a suspension of arms should be agreed to, till the 
several claims §houl^i^jf;«iidj listed : But this pro- 
posal, se«?mingly *so natural, was rejected by the 
credit of Dcvi^it. That penetrating and active mi^ 
nister, thoroughly acquainted wirh the characters of 
Princes and the situation of affairs, had discovered 
an opportunity of. striking a blow, which might at 
once restore to the Dutch the honour lost during the 
war, and severely revenge those injuries, which he 
ascribed to the wanton ambition and injustice of the 
English. • 

Whatever projects might have been formed by 
Charles for secreting the money granted him by 
parliament, he had hitherto failed in his intention. 
The expenses o*f such vast armaments had .exhaust- 
ed all the suppl.ies " ; and even a great debt wa§ 

contracted 


The Dutch had spent on the war ne-ar 40 millious ot' Uvres a-year, 
uhove three inillivns slerling : A much gveate**suni ttian had been grantetj 
by the English parlia^nent. D’Estrades, 24th uf December, 1605 ; 1st of 
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contracted to the seamen. , The King therefore was 
resolved to save, as far as possible, the last supply 
of 1,800,000 pounds; and to employ it for pay- 
ment of his debts, as well those which hafe been 
occasioned by the war, as .those which he had for- 
merly contracted. He observed that the Dutch had 
been with great reluctance forced into the war, 
and that the events of it were not such as to inspire 
them with great desire of its continuance. The 
French, he knew, had been engaged into hostilities 
by no other motive thari. that of supporting their 
ally ; and were now more desirous than , ever of 
putting an em^j to the quarrel. The difference.s be- 
tween the parties were so ineoifflderablc, that the 
conclusion of peace appeared infallible ; and no^ 
thing but forms, at least some vajn points of ho- 
nour, seemed to remain for the ambassadors at 
Breda to discuss. In tliis situation, Charles, moved 
by an ill-timed frugality, remitted his preparations, 
and exposed England to one of the greatest affronts 
which it has ever received. .Two small squadrons 
alone were eejuipped ; and war vdth such 

potent and martial enemies, every t[iing was Iclt 
almost in the same situation as in times of the most 
profouird tranquillity. 

De Wjt protracted the negotiations at Breda, 
and hastened the naval preparations. The Dutch 
fleet appeai’ed in the Thames under the command 
of De Ruyter, and threw the English into the utmost 
consternation. A chain had been drawn across the 
river Medway ; some fortifications had been added 
to Sheerness and Cpnore castle : But all these pre- 
parations were unequal to the present necessity. 
Sheerness was ^oon taken ; nor could it be saved by 
the valour of ,Sir Edward Sprague, who defended 

1060. 'i em]th 2 , vol, i. p. 71. It was piobably the \Vc>nt of iboth} 
which tliG King lo,puy ihe seamen witli tickets; a contrivaiic* 

which proved so niucli to theii* lo.ss. ' 

it. 
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it. Having the advantage of a spring tide and an chap. 
easterly wind, the Dutch pressed on and broke the 
chain, ^though fortified by some ships which had 
been there sunk by orders of the Duke of Albemarle, looijune. 
They burned the three ships vs^hich lay to guard the j)i,|,race 
chain, the Matthias, the Unity, and the Charles the at Chat- 
Fifth. After damaging several vessels, and possess- 
ing themselves of the hull of the Royal Charles, 
which thc.English had burned, they advanced, with 
six men of war and five fire-ships, as far a”s Upnore 
castle, where they burned’the Royal Oajk, the Loyal 
London; and the Great James. Captain Douglas, 
who commanded board the RoyallOak, perished 
in the flames, though he had fm easy opportunity of 
escaping. “ Never was it known,” he said, “ that 
“ a Douglas had left his post without orders.”’’ 

The Hollanders fell down the Medway without re- 
ceiving any considerable damage ; and it was appre 
hended, that they might next tide sail up theThames, 
and extend their hostilities even to the bridge of 
London. Ninovj^jiv^jjSdiaitt; sunk at \Yoolwich, four 
at BlackvT'all : Platforms were raised in many places, 
furnished artillery : The train-bands were called 
out; and every place was in a violent agitation. The 
Dutch sailed next to Portsmouth, where they made 
a fruitless attempt ; They met with no better success 
at Plymouth : They insulted Harwich : They sailed 
again up the Thames as far as Tilbury, where 
tliey were repulsed. The whole coast \yas in alarm ; 
and had the French thought proper at this time to 
join the Dutch fleet and to invade England, conse- 
quences the most fatal might justly have been ap- 
prehended. tfht Lewis had lio intention to push the 
victory to such extremities. His interest required 
that a balance should be kept between the two man- 
time j)owers ; not that an uncontrolled superiority 
should be given to cither. 


^ 'r*3un)l'^, vol. h. p, 41. 
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CHAP. Great iudigflatioh prevailed among the Eng- 
• lish to see an enemy, whom they regarded as infe- 
jggy rior, whom they liad expected totally to subdue, and 
over whom they had gained many honourable ad- 
vantages, now of a sudden ride undisputed masters 
of the ocean, burn their ships in their very harbours, 
fill every place with confusion, and strike a terror 
into the capital itself. But though the cause of all 
these disasters could be ascribed neither to bad for- 
tune, to the misconduct of admirals, nor to the ill- 
behaviour of seamen, bia solely to the avarice, at 
least to the improvidence, of the government ; no 
dangerous symptoms of discontent appeared, and no 
attempt for an insurrection made by any of 
those numerous sectaries, who liad been so openly 
branded for their rebellious principles, and who 
upon that supposition had been treated with such 
severity. 

In the present distress, two expedients were em- 
braced : An army of 12,000 men was suddenly 
levied ; and the parliament,. ,^>.Qugl^ lay under j)ro- 
rogation, was summoned to meet.^^i lie ho;;ses were 
very thin ; and the only vote which ^Jie commons 
passed, was an address for breaking the army ; which 
was complied with. This expression of jealousy 
showed the court wliat they might expect from that 
assembly ; and it was thought more prudent to pro- 
rogue them till next winter. 

loih July. But the signing of the treaty at Breda extricated 
Bu'da”^ the King from his present dHSculties. The English 
ambassadors received orders to recede from those 
demands, which, however frivolous in themselves, 
could not now be relincpnshed, without acknow- 
ledging a, superiority in the enemy. Poleronc 
remained with 4;he Dutch ; satisfaction for the ships. 


SorriP riOTiconronnists, howtiver, both in Scotland and England, had 
Cj't a corre;.pondence with the States, and had entertained projects for 
insiiiToetions, but they were^jtoo weak even to attempt the execution oi 
them. I>’Estra ks, 13ih October, 1665. 

Bonaventure 
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Bonaventure and Good-ljope, the pretfended grounds 
of the quarrel, was no longer insisted on : Acadie 
was yielded to the French. The acquisition of 
New- fork, a settlement so important by its situa- 
tion, was the chief advantage ^Vhich the English 
reaped from a war, in which the national character 
of bravery had shone out with lustre, but where the 
misconduct of the government, especially in the 
conclusion, had been no less apparent. 

To appease the people by some sacrifiee seemed 
requisite before the meetihg of parliament ; and the 
prejudices, of the nation pointed out the victim. 
The chancellor w^ at this time muchnexposed to the 
hatred of the piiblic, and of every party which di- 
vided the nation. All the .numerous sectaries re- 
garded him as their determined enemy ; and ascrib- 
ejd to his advice and influence those persecuting laws 
to which they had lately been exposed. The ca- 
tholics knew, that while he retained any authority, 
all their credit with the King and the Duke would 
be entirely us eless to^.them . nor mu'st they ever ex- 
pect anj'favouf 'S’nnclulgence. Kvefi the royalists, 
disappointeji* in their sanguine hopes of preferment, 
threw a great load of envy on Clarendon, into whose 
hands the King seemed at first to have ’•esigned the 
whole power of government. ,The sale oi Dunkirk, 
the bad payment of the seamen, the disgrace at 
Chatham, the unsuccessful conclusion of the war ; 
all these misfortunes were charged on the chancellor, 
who, though he had ever opposed the 'rupture with 
Holland, thought it still his duty to justify what he 
could not prevent. A building’, likewise, of more 
expense and magnificence than his slender fortune 
could att'ovd, being unwarily unde^rtaken by him, 
much exposed him to public reproacji, as if he hstd 
acquired great liches by corruption. The popu- 
iace gave it commonly the appellation .of Dunkirk- 
House. 

Tipk 
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The King himself, who had always more revered 
than loved the chancellor, was now totally estranged 
from him. Amidst the dissolute manners of the 
court, that minister still maintained an inflexihie dig- 
nity, and would not submit to any condescensions, 
which he deemed unworthy of his age and character. 
Buckingham, a man of profligate morals, happy in 
his talent for ridicule, but exposed ih his own con- 
duct to all the ridicule which he threw on others, 
still made him the object of his raillery, and gradual- 
ly lessened in. the King that regard which he bore to 
his minister.' When any difficulties arose either for 
want of power^pr money, the blame was still thrown 
on him, who, it was believed, hafl carefully at the 
restoration checked all lavish concessions to the 
King. And what perhaps touched Charles more 
nearly, he found in Clarendon, it is said, obstacles 
to his pleasures, as yvell as to his ambition. 

The King, disgusted with the homely person of 
his consort, and desirous of having children, had 
hearkened to proposals of^btaining a divorce, on 
pretence eithe'r of her beingpftPiSff^ged te another, 
or of having made’ a vow of chastity before her 
marriage. He was further stimulated by his passion 
for Mrs'. Stuart, daughter of a Scotch gentleman; a 
lady of great beauty ,^and whose virtue he had hither- 
to found impregnable ; But Clarendon, apprehensive 
of the consequences attending a disputed title, and 
perhaps anxious for the succession of his own grand- 
children, engaged the Duke of Richmond to marry 
Mrs. Stuart, and thereby put an end to the King's 
hope. It is pretended that Charles never forgave 
this disappointment. . 

When politics, therefore, and inclination both 
concurred to jnake the King sacrifice Clarendon to 
popular prejudices, the memory of his past services 
was not able any longer to delay his fall. The 
great seal was taken from him, and given to Sir 

Orlando 
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Orlando Bridgeman, by j.he title of Lord Keeper, chap. 
Southampton, the treasurer, was now dead, who had 
persevered to the utmost in his attachments to the 
chancellor. The last time he appeared at the coun- 
cil table, he exerted his •Irienllship with a vigour, 
which neither age nor infirmities could abate. 

“ This man,” said he,- speaking of Clarendon, 

“ is a true protestant and an honest Englishman ; 

“ and while he enjoys power, we are secure of cmr 
“ laws, liberties, and religion. I dread the conse- 
“ quences of his removal.’*’ 

But the, fall of the chancellor was not sufficient 
to gratify the malice of his enemies : ^His total ruin 
was resolved on. The Duke »f York m vain exerted 
his interest in behalf of hjs father-in-law. Both 
Prince and people united in promoting that violent 
nieasure ; and no means were thought so proper for 
ingratiating the court with a parliament, which had 
so long been governed by that very minister, who 
was now to be the victim of their prejudices. 

SoMT. popular acti^n^j^d theway'for tlie session; 
and the parliainSff^^in their first address, gave the 
King thankij/or these instances bf his goodness, and 
among the rest, they took care to mention his dis- 
mission of Clarendon. The King, in reply, 'assured 
the houses that Jie would nev^er again employ that 
nobleman in any public office whatsoever. Imme- 
diately the charge against’ him was opened in the 
house of commons by Mr. Seymour, afterwards Sir 
Edward, and consisted> of seventeen articles. The 
house, without examining particulars, farther than 
hearing general affirmations that all would be proved, 
immediately voted his impeaoliment. Many of the 
articles' we know to be either falge or frivolous; 
and such of them as we are less acquainted with, 
we may fairly presume to be no better grounded. 


ffjs 


Sec note [M], at the end of the Tolume. 
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His advising the sale of Diinkirk seems the heaviest 
and truest part of the charge ; but a mistake in 
judgement, allowing it to be such, where there 
appear no symptoms of corruption or bad intentions, 
it would be very hard to knpute as a crime to any 
minister. The King’s necessities, which occasioned 
that measure, cannot, with any appearance of reason, 
be charged on Clarendon; and chiefly proceeded 
from the over-frugal maxims of the parliament itself, 
in not granting the proper supplies to the crown. 

WiiEisr the inxpeachme5it was carried up- to the 
peers, as it contained an accusation of treason in 
general, without specifying any particulars, it seemed 
not a sufiicient ground- for committing Clarendon to 
custody. The precedei)ts of Straflbrd and Laud were 
not, by reason of the violence of the times, deemed 
a proper authority ; but as the commons still in- 
sisted upon his commitment, it was necessary to 
appoint a free conference between the houses. The 
lords persevered in their resolution ; and the com- 
mons voted this conduct,, ^..bean^ obstruction to 
public justice," and a prccedeniTSfflfTt and dangerous 
tendency. They als6 chose a committee^to draw up a 
vindication of their own proceedings. 

Clakenuon, finding that the popular torrent, 
united to the violence of powe.r, ran with im- 
petuosity against him, and that a defence, ottered to 
such prejudiced ears, would be entirely ineffectual, 
thought proper to withdraw. At Calais he wrote a 
paper addres‘'sed to the house of lords. He there 
said, that his fortune, which was but moderate, had 
been gained entirely by the lawful, avowed profits 
of his oflice, and by - the voluntary bounty of the 
King ; that duripg the first years afterthe restoration 
he had always Aioncurrcd in opinion with the other 
counsellors, men of such reputation that no one 
coidd entertain .suspicions of their wisdom or inte- 
grity ; that his credit soon declined, and however 
' he 
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he might disapprove some measures, he found it 
vain to oppose them ; that his repugnance to the 
Dutch war, the source of all the public grievances, 
was al^^ays generally known, as well as his disappro- 
bation of many unhappy steps t:|kenin conducting it; 
and that whatever pretenee might be made of public 
offences, his real crime, that which had exasperated 
his powerful enemies, was his frequent opposition to 
exorbitant grants, which the importunity of suitors 
had extorted from His Majesty. 

Thk* lords transmitted ^his paper to. the commons 
under the appellation of a libel; and*by a vote of 
both house’s, it was condemned to be^burned by the 
hands of the hangman. The. parliament next pro- 
ceeded to exert their legislative power against Cla- 
rendon, and passed a bill of\)anishfnent and incapa- 
city, which received the royal assent. He retired 
into France, where he lived iij a private manner. 
He survived his banishment six years ; and he em- 
ployed his leisure chiefly in reducing into order the 
History of the^ivil for which he had before 

collected* materf^BI*'*^ine performance does honour 
to his memojjy ; and except Whitlocke’s Memorials, 
is the mosi; candid account of those times, composed 
by any cotemporary author. 

Cla re nj)on wjas always a friend to the liberty and 
constitution of his country. At the commencement 
of the civil wars, he had entered into the late King’s 
service, and was honoured with a great share in the 
esteem and friendship, of that monarch: He was 
pursued with unrelenting animosity by ihe long 
parliament; He had shai'ed all, the fortunes, and 
directed all the counsels of ths present King during 
his exile : He* had been advanced^ to the highest 
trust and offices after the restoration; Yel; all these 
circumstances, which might naturally operate with 
such force, either on resentment, gratitude, or 
ambition, had no influence on his uncorrupted 

mind. 
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mind. It is said, that when he first engaged in the 
study of the law, his father exhorted him with great 
earnestness to shun the practice too common in that 
profession, of straining ev'ery point in favour'‘6f pre- 
rogative, and perverting so useful a science to the 
oppression of libei'ty : And in the midst of these 
rational and virtuous counsels, which he reiterated, 
he was suddenly seized with an apoplexy, and ex- 
pired in his son’s presence. This circumstance gave 
additional weight to the principles which-he incul- 
cated. 

The combination of King and subject , to 'oppress 
so good a min^Titcr affords, to men of opposite dis- 
positions, an equal occasion of inveighing against the 
ingratitude of Princes,, or ignorance of the people. 
Charles seems never to have mitigated his resentment 
against Clarendon ; and the national prejudices pur- 
sued him to his I’etreat in France. A company of 
English .soldiers, being quartered nearhim, assaulted 
his house, broke open the doors, gave him a danger- 
ous wound on the head, au darw^'nid have proceeded 
to the last extremities, had not tneur officerfi, hearing 
of the violence, happily interposed. « 

The next expedient which the King embraced 
in order to acquire popularity, is more deserving ol 
praise; and, had it , been steadily, pursued, would 
probably have rendered his reign happy, certainly 
his memory respected. It is the Triple Alliance of 
which I speak; a measure which gave entire satisfac- 
tion to the public. 

The glory of France, which had long been eclipsed, 
either by domestic *factions, or by the superior force 
of the Spanish monarchy, began now to break out 
with great lustrp, and to engage the attention of the 
rjfighbouring nations. The indepeiident power and 
mutinous spirit of the nobility were subdued : The 
popular pretensions of the parliament restrained : 
The Hugonot party reduced to subjection: That 

extensive 
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extensive and fertile country, enjoying every advan- c ii ap. 
tage both of climate and situation, was fully peopled 
with ingenious and industrious inhabitants : And 
while tke spirit of the nation discovered all the vi- 
gour and bravery requisite for^ great enterprises, it 
was tamed to an entire submission under the will 
of the sovereign. 

The sovereign who now filled the throne was well Character 
adapted, by his personal character, both to increase 
and to avajl himself of these advantages. Le,wisXlV. 
endowed with every quality which could enchant the 
people, possessed many which merit the'approbation 
of the wise. The masculine beauty of his person 
was embellished with a noble gif: The dignity of his 
behaviour was tempered with affability and polite- 
ness : Elegant without eft'eniinacy, addicted to plea- 
sure without neglecting business, decent in his very 
vices, and beloved in the midst^of arbitrary power, 
he surpassed all contemporary monarclis, as in 
grandeur, so likewise in fame and glory. 

Ills ambition, rcgiilated by pri/denee, not by 
justice, 1i*ad cait-??fS'^)it?ridcd every means of con- 
quest ; and Jjcfore he put himself in motion, he 
seemed to Kave absolutely ensured success. His 
finances were brought into order : A naval power 
created ; His armies increased and disciplined ; Ma- 
gazines and military stores ])rf)vided : And though 
the magnificence of his com’t was supported beyond 
all former example, so regular was the economy 
observed, and so williqgly did the people, now en- 
riched by arts and commerce, submit to multiplied 
taxes, that his military force irtuch exceeded what 
in any preceding age had evqr been employed by 
any European .monarch. 

The sudden decline and almost ‘total fall of the 
Spanish monarchy, opened an inviting field to so 
enterprising a Prince, and seemed to promise him 
easy and extensive conquests. The other nations of 
Europe, foeble or ill governed? were astonished at 

the 
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C H A P. the greatness of his rising ^empire ; and all of them 
LXiv. their eyes towards England, as the only power 

~6M which could save them from that subjection with 
which they seemed to be so nearly threatened. 

The animosity whiph had anciently subsisted be- 
tween tlie English and French nations, and which 
had been suspended for above a century by the jea- 
lousy of Spanish greatness, began to revive and to 
exert itself. The glory of preserving the balance of 
Europe, a gloi'y so much founded on justice and 
humanity, flattered the ambition of England ; and 
the people wfere eager to provide for their own future 
security, by <jpposing the progress of so hated a 
rival. The prospect of embracing such measures 
had contributed, among other reasons, to render the 
peace of Breda so universally accepjtable to the na- 
tion. By the death of Philip IV. King of Spaiu, 
an inviting opporturjity, and some very slender pre- 
tences, had been afforded to call forth the ambition 
of Lewis. 

At the treaty of the I NjgXi.ees, Ty .hen Lewis es- 
poused the Spanish PrincessTnSTnrSfTfenounced every 
title of succession 'to every part ofjhe Spanish 
monarchy ; and this renunciation had been couched 
in the itiost accurate and most precise terms that 
language could afford. But on .the death of his 
father-in-law, he retracted his renunciation, and 
pretended that natural rights, depending on blood 
and succession, could not be annihilated by any 
extorted deevi or contract. .Philip had left a son, 
Charles II. of Spain ; but as the Queen of France 
was of a former marriage, she laid claim to a con- 
siderable province of .the Spanish monarchy, even 
to the exclusion of her brother. By the customs of 
sQine parts of J^rabant, a female of a first marriage 
was preferred to a male of a second, in the succession 
to private inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred, 
that his Queen had acquired a right to the dominion 
that important duicchy. 


A CLAIM 
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A CLAIM of this nature was more properly sup- 
ported by military force t*lian by argument and rea- 
soning. Lewis appeared on the frontiers of the 
Netherlands with an army of 40,000 men, com- 
manded by the best gene,rals the age, and pro- 
vided with every thing necessary for action. The 
Spaniards, though they might have foreseen this 
measure, were totally unprepared. Their towns, 
without magazines, fortifications, or garrisons, fell 
into the hands of the French King, as sqon as he 
presented himself before tjiem. Athe, Lisle, Tour- 
nay, Oudenarde, Courtray, Charleroi, Binche, were 
immediately taken : And it was visibly that no force 
in the Low Countries was able to stop or retard the 
progress of the French arms. 

This measure^ executed with such celerity and 
success, gave great alarm to almost every court in 
Europe. It had been observed , with what dignity, 
or even haughtiness, Lewis, from the time he began 
to govern, had ever supported all his rights and 
pretensions. D’EstradC;^, the Frenc4i ambassador, 
and Watt^^ville,’^;^^r^^|J:1Snsll, having •quarrelled in 
London, on account of their claims for precedency, 
the French B^onarch was not satisfied till Spain sent 
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to Paris a solemn embassy, and promised uev^r more 
to revive such contests, Crequi, his ambassador at 
Rome, had met with an atfroht troni the Pope s 
guards: The Pope, Alexander VII., had been con- 
strained to break his guards, to send his nephew to 
ask pardon, and to allow a pillar to be erected in 
Rome itself, as a monument of his own humilia- 
tion. The King of England tog had experienced 
the high spirit and unsubmittmg temper ot Lewis. 
A pretension to-superiority in the English flag having 
been advanced, the Freqch Monarc n remonstrated 
with such vigour) and pre|3^'ed himself to resist with 
such courage, that Chain^ found it more prudent 
to desist from his vain and antiquated claims. “Ihe 

‘‘ King 
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“ King of England,” said Lewis to his ambassador, 
D’Estrades, “ may know my force, but he knows not 
“ the sentiments of my heart: Every thing appears 
“ to me contemptible in comparison of j,lory.”’ 
These measures of cqiiduct had given strong indica- 
tions of his character ; But the invasion of Flanders 
discovered an ambition which, being supported by 
such overgrown power, menaced the general liberties 
of.Europe. 

its no gtate lay nearer the danger, none was seized 
with more terror than thej, United Provinces.. They 
were still engaged, together with France, in a war 
against England ; and Lewis had promised them 
that he would take np step against Spain without 
previously informing them : But, contrary to this 
assurance, he kept a total silence, till on the very 
point of entering upon action. If the renunciation 
made at the treaty of the Pyrenees was not valid, it 
was foreseen, that upon the death of the King of 
Spain, a sickly infant, the whole monarchy would 
be claimed by Lewis, after \yhich it would be vainly 
expected to set bounds td'ttiTpii^iisions.,, Charles, 
acquainted with these well-grouiided apprehensions 
of the Dutch, had been the more obstinate in insisting 
on his own conditions at Breda ; and by delaying 
to sign the treaty, had imprudently exposed himself 
to the signal disgracb which he received at Chatham. 
De Wit, sensible that a few weeks’ delay would 
be of ho consequence in the Low Countries, took 
this opportunity of striking an important blow, and 
of finishing the war with honour to himself and to 
his country. 

NiCGOTTATjoNS, mpanwhile, commenced for the 
saving of Flanders; but no resistance was made to the 
french arms. The Spanish ministers exclaimed every 
where against ^the flagrant^justice of Lewis’s preten- 
sions, and represented it to be the interest of every 
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power in Europe, even, more than of Spain itself, chap 
to prevent his conquest of the Low Countries. The ^xiv. 
Emperor and the German Princes discovered evident 
sympA)ms of discontent; but their motions were 
slow and backward. The State!, though terrified 
at the prospect of having their frontier exposed to 
so formidable a foe, saw no resource, no means of 
safety. England indeed seemed disposed to make 
opposition to the French ; but the variable and Im- 
politic conduct of Charles kept that republic from 
making him any open ^advances, by which she 
might los§ the friendship of France, without ac- 
quiring any new ally. And though^ewis, dread- 
ing a combination of all Europe, had offered terms 
of accommodation, the Dptch apprehended, lest 
these, either from the obstinacy of the Spaniards, 
ojr the ambition of the French, should never be 
carried into execution. . 

Charles resolved with great prudence to take 
the first step towards a confederacy. Sir William 
Temple, his rci^ident^atjgj'ussels, received orders to 
go secretly to tlieJ^Hague, and to concert with the 
States, the jTteans of saving the’Netherlands. This 
man, whom philosophy had taught to despise the 
world, without rendering him unfit for it, was frank, 
open, sincere, superior to the^ittle tricks of vulgar 
politicians : And meeting in De Wit with a man of 
the same generous and enlarged sentiments, he im- 
mediately opened his master’s intentions, and pressed 
a speedj’^ conclusion. ’A treaty was from the first 
)iegotiated between these two statesmen with the 
same cordiality as if it were a private transaction 
between intimate companions.* Deeming the inter- 
ests of their country the same, they gave /ull scope 
to that sympathy of character which disposed them 
to an entire reliance on each other’s professions and 
engagements. And though jealousy .against the 
house of Orange might inspire De Wit with 
an aversion to a strict union* with England, Im 
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generously resolved to sacrifice all private consider- 
ations to the public service. 

Temple insisted on an ofiensive league between 
England and Holland, in order to oblige Frabce to 
relinquish all her conquests : But De Wit told him, 
that this measure was too bold and precipitate to 
be agreed to by the States. He said, that the French 
were the old and constant allies of the republic ; 
and, till matters came to extremities, she never 
would deem it prudent to abandon a friendship so 
well established, and rely entirely on a treaty with 
England, which had lately waged so cruel a war 
against her : TJhat ever since the reign of Elizabeth, 
there had been sucli a fluctuation in the English 
councils, that it was not possible, for two years to- 
gether. to take any sure or certain measures with 
that kingdom: That though the present ministry, 
having entered into views so conformable to national 
interest, promised greater firmness and constancy, it 
might still be unsafe, in a business of such conse- 
quence, to put 'entire confi^gnceinthem : That the 
French Monarch was you^, liau'gniy, and power- 
ful ; and if treated ih so imperious a mjoner, would 
expose himself to the greatest extremities rather 
than submit : That it was suflicient, if he could be 
constrained to adhere to the offers which he himself 
had already made ; and if the remaining provinces 
of the Low Countries could be thereby saved from 
the danger with which they were at present threat- 
ened : And that the other powers, in Germany and 
the north, whose assistance they might expect, 
would be satisfied with putting a stop to the French 
conquests, without pretending to recover the places 
already lost. ^ 

The English minister was content to accept of 
the terms proposed by the pensionary. Lewis had 
otfered to relinquish all the Queen's rights, on con- 
dition either of k^^eeping the conquests which he had 
made last campaign,* or of receiving, in lieu of them, 
# Franche-comtf*, 
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Franche-comt6, together with Cambray, Aire, and 
St. Omers. De Wit and Temple founded their 
treaty upon this proposal. They agreed to offer 
their Aiediation to the contending powers, and 
oblige France to adhece to ithis alternative, and 
Spain to accept of it. If Spain refused, they agreed, 
that France should not prosecute her claim by 
arms, but leave it entirely to England and Holland 
to employ force for making the terms effectual. And 
the remainder of the Low Countries they thence- 
forth guaranteed to Spain. A defensive alliance 
was likewise concluded between Holla'nd and Eng- 
land. * , ' 

The articles of this confederacy were soon ad- 
justed by such candid and able negotiators : But the 
greatest difficulty still remained. By the constitution 
of the republic, all the towns in all the provinces 
must give their consent to eve^y alliance ; and be- 
sides that this formality could not be despatched in 
less than two months, it was justly to be dreaded, 
that the influence qlf -F|gnce woultl obstruct the 
])assing of the tri^afy^m some of the’smaller cities. 
D’Estrades,^J;he French ambassador, a man of abi- 
lities, heaVing of the league which was on the car- 
pet, treated it lightly: “Six weeks hence,” said 
he, “we shall speak to it.” To obviate this diffi- 
culty, De Wit had the courage, for tlie [)ublic good, 
to break through the laws in so fundamental an ar- 
ticle ; and by his authority, he prevailed with the 
States General at once»to sign and ratify the league: 
Though they acknowledged that, if that measure 
should displease their constituents, they risked their 
heads by this irregularity. After sealing, all parties 
embraced witlf great cordiality. Tgmple .cried out, 
At Breda, as friends: Here, as brothers. And De 
Wit added, that now the matter was finished, it 
looked like a miracle. 

Room had been left in the treaty for the accession 
of Sweden, ‘which was soon aftel obtained ; and thus 

it F 2 was 
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was concluded in five days the triple league ; an 
event received with equal surprise and approbation 
by the world. Notwithstanding the unfortunate 
conclusion of the last war, England now apjleared 
in her proper station, i^nd, by this wise conduct, had 
recovered all her influence and credit in Europe. 
Temple likewise received great applause; but to all 
the compliments made him on the occasion, he mo- 
destly replied, that to remove things from their 
centre, or .proper element, required force and labour ; 
but that of the.mselves they easily returned to* it. 

The French Monarch was extremely displeased 
with this measure. Not only bounds were at pre- 
sent set to his ambiliqn : Such a barrier was also 
raised as seemed for ever impregnable. And though 
his own offer was made the foundation of the treaty, 
he had prescribed so short a time for the acceptance 
of it, that he still expected, from the delays and 
reluctance of Spain, to find some opportunity of elud- 
ing it. The court of Madrid showed equal displea- 
sure. To relinquish any part o f the. Spanish pro- 
vinces, in lieu* of claims soappafeiitly unj.'ist, and 
these urged with suCh violence aild haughtiness, in- 
spired the highest disgust. Often did the Spaniards 
threaten to abandon entirely the Low Countries, 
rather than submit to so cruel a mprtification ; aud 
they endeavoured, by this menace, to terrify the 
mediating powers into^nfiore vigorous measures for 
their support. But Temple and De Wit were better 
acquainted x^'ith the views and interests of Spain. 
They knew, that she must still retain the Low 
Countries, as a bond of connexion with the other 
European powers, who alone, if her young monarch 
should happen to die without issue, could insure her 
independency .against the pretensions of France. 
They still urged, therefore, the terms of the triple 
league, and .threatened Spain with war in case of 
refusal. The plenipotentiaries of all the powers met 
a% tiAix-la-Chapelle.‘ Temple was minister for 

England ; 



CHARLES II. 

England ; Van Beuninghen for Holland ; D’Ohna 
for Sweden. 

Spain at last, pressed on all hands, accepted of 
the alternative offered ; but in her very compliance, 
she gave strong symptoms of ill-hiimour and dis- 
content. It had been apparent, that the Hollanders, 
entirely neglecting the honour of the Spanish mo- 
narchy, had been anxious only for their own se- 
curity; ^nd, provided they could remove Lewis to 
a distance from their frontier, were more Indifferent 
what progress he made ill other placesi. Sensible of 
these views, the Queen-regent of Spain resolved still 
to keep them in an anxiety, whicl# might for the 
future be the foundation of An union more intimate 
than they were willing at present to enter into. 
Franche-comt^j by a vigorous and well-concertcd 
plan of the French King, had been conquered, in chtpeiic. 
fifteen days, during a rigorous season, and in the 
midst of winter. She chose, therefore, to recover 
this province, and to abandon all^the towns con- 
quered in Fla»ders d the last campaign. By 
this meflns Lewis, extended h^s garrisons into the 
heart of ,th<f Low Countries ; and a very feeble 
barrier remained to the Spanish provinces. . 

But notwithstanding the advantages of his situ- 
ation, the Freneh Monarch c,ould entertain small 
hopes of ever extending hig conquests on that quar- 
ter which lay the most exposed to his ambition, and 
where his acquisitions were of most, importance. 

The triple league guaranteed the remaining pro- 
vinces of Spain; and the Emperor and other powers 
of Germany, whose interest seemed to be intimately 
concerned, were invited to enter into the saihe con- 
federacy. Spain herself, having about ihis time, 
under the mediation of Charles, ntade peace on 
equal terms with Portugal, might be expected to 
exert more vigour and opposition to ‘her haughty 
and triumphant rival. The gj'eat satisfaction ex- 
pressed in England, on account of the counsels now 
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embraced by the court, promised the hearty concur- 
rence of parliament in every measure which could 
be proposed for opposition to the grandeur of 
France. And thus all Europe seemed to 'depose 
herself with security iCnder'the wings of that power- 
ful confederacy, which had been so happily formed 
for her protection. It is now time to give some 
account of the state of affairs in Scotland and in 
Ireland. 

The Scottish nation, though they had never been 
subject to the arbitrary p6wer of their Prince, had 
but very imperfect notions of law and liberty ; and 
scarcely in any^age had they ever enjoyed an admi- 
nistration, whichhad Confined itself within the pro- 
per boundaries. By their final union alone with 
England, their once hated adversary, they have 
happily attained the experience of a government 
perfectly regular, and exempt from all violence and 
injustice. Charles, from his aversion to business, had 
intrusted the affairs of that country to his ministers, 
particularly Micldleton ; f — iM not forbear 

making very extraordinary stretches of authority. 

There had been intercepted a lettefr^ \yritten by 
Lord Lome to Lord Duffus, in which, a little too 
plainly, but very truly, he complained, that his 
enemies had endeavoured by falsehood to prepossess 
the King against him. But he said, that he had now 
discovered them, had defeated them, and had gained 
the person, pieaning the Earl of Clarendon, upon 
whom the chief of them depended. This letter was 
produced before the parliament ; and Lome was 
tried upon an old,* tyrannical, absurd law against 
Leasin^-tnakhig ; bjf which it was rendered criminal 
to belie the subjects to the King, or create in him 
ah ill opinion eff them. He was condemned to die : 
But Charles was much displeased with the sentence, 
and granted him a pardon. ’ 
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It was carried in parliament, that twelve persons, 
without crime, witness, trial, or accuser, should be 
declared incapable of all trust or office ; and to ren- 
der thfs injustice more egregious, it was agreed, that 
these persons should be named b^ ballot ; A method 
of voting which several republics had adopted at 
elections, in order to prevent faction and intrigue ; 
but which could serve only as a cover to malice and 
iniquity in the inflicting of punishments. Lauder- 
dale, Crawford, and Sir Robert Murray, among 
others? were incapacitated : But the King, who dis- 
approved, of this injustice, refused his*assent.‘ 

An act was passed against all pers'ips, who should 
move the King ' for restoring the children of those 
who were attainted by parliament ; an unheard of 
restraint on applications for grace and mercy. No 
penalty was affixed ; but the act was but the more 
violent and tyrannical on that account. The court- 
lawyers. had established it as a maxim, that the as- 
signing of a punishment was a limitation of the 
crown: Whertiis a la.w -^bidding ahy thing, though 
without*a penalty, made the offeflders criminal. 
And in thg^ case, they determined, that the pu- 
nishment* was arbitrary ; only that it could not 
extend to life. Middleton. as conunissionc*r passed 
this act ; though he had no ^instructions for that 
purpose. 

An act of indemnity passed ; but at the same 
time it was voted, that ail those who had offended 
during the late disorders, should be ‘subjected to 
fines ; and a committee of parliament was appointed 
for imposing them. These proceeded without any 
regard to some equitable rules, which the King 
had prescribed to them, " The .most .obnoxious 
compounded secretly. No consideiation was had, 
either of men’s riches, or of the degrees of their 
guilt ; no proofs were produced : Inquiries were 

‘*Bunjci, p. I5‘i. '• id* p. 147. 
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not SO much as made: But as fast as information 
was given in against any man, he was marked down 
for a particular fine : And all was transacted in a 
secret committee. When the list was read ki par- 
liament, exceptions ^ere jnade to several : Some 
had been under age during the civil wars ; some had 
been abroad. But it was still replied, that a proper 
time would come, when every man should be heard 
in bis own defence. The onlv intention, it was said, 
of setting, the fines was, that such persons should 
have no benefit by the act pi indemnity, unless they 
paid the sun'i demanded : Every one that cfiose to 
stand upon his^innocence, and renounce the benefit 
of the indemnity, might do it at his peril. It was 
well known, that no one would dare so far to set at 
defiance so arbitrary an*administration. The King 
wrote to the council, ordering them to supersede 
the levying of thosg fines : But Middleton found 
means, during some time, to elude these orders. * 
And at last, the King obliged his ministers to com- 
pQjund for half ’the sums wh^ had, been imposed. 
In all these travisactions, EmcTm" ntCst others, which 
passed during the present reign, we still find the 
moderating hand of the King, interposed to protect 
the Scots from the oppressions which their own 
countrymen, employed in the ministry, were desirous 
of exercising over them. 

But the chief circumstance, whence were derived 
all the subsequent tyranny and disorders in Scotland, 
was the execution of the laws for the establishment 
of episcopacy ; a mode of government, to which a 
great part of the na/tion had entertained an insur- 
mountable aversion. The weights of patrons had for 
some years been abolished ; and the power of electing 
ministers Had Ijeen vested in the kirk-session, and 
lay-elders. It was now enacted, that all incumbents, 
who had been admitted upon this title, should 
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receive a presentation from the patron, and should cifAP. 
be instituted anew by the bishop, under the penalty 
of deprivation. The more rigid presbyterians con- 
certed %neasures among themselves, and refused 
obedience : They imagined that^ their number would 
protect them. Three hundred and fifty parishes, 
above a third of the kingdom, were at once declared 
‘vacant. The western counties chiefly were obstinate 
in this particular. New ministers were sought for 
all over the kingdom ; and no was so ignorant 
or vicious as to be rejected , The people, who loved 
extremely and respected their former teSchers ; men 
remarkable for the severity of their^anners, and 
their fervour in preaching; were inflamfed against 
these intruders, who had obtained their livings under 
such invidious circumstances* and who took no care, 
by the regularity of their manners, to soften the 
prejudices entertained against tlijem. Even most of 
those who retained their livings by compliance, fell 
under the imputation of hypocrisy, either by their 
showing a disg^3t to the .^w model of ecclesiastical 
government, which they had acknowledged ; or, on 
the other hty^d, by ‘declaring th&t their former ab- 
horrence tb presbytery and the covenant had been 
the result of violence and necessity. And as Middle- 
ton and the new. ministry indulged themselves in 
great riot and disorder, to whicl* the nation had been 
little accustomed, an opinidn universally prevailed, 
that any form of religion, offered by such hands, 
must be profane and impious. * 

The people, notwithstanding their discontents, 
were resolved to give no ^handle against them, by 
the least symptom of mutiny ©r sedition : But this 
submissive disposition, instead of procuring a miti- 
gation of the rigours, was made use oi^ an argument 
for continuing the same measures, which, by their 
vigour, it was pretended, had produced so prompt 
an obedience. The ICing, however, was disgusted 

with 
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CHAP, with the violence of Middleton ^ ; and he made Rothes 
LXiv. commissioner in his place. This nobleman was already 

president of the council ; and soon after was made 

1668. lord-keeper and treasurer. Lauderdale still crfAtinued 
secretary of state,' and commonly resided at London. 

Affaies remained in a peaceable state, till the se- 
vere law was made in England against conventicles. * 
The Scottish parliament imitated that violence, by 
passing a like act. A kind of high commission 
court was appointed by the privy-council, for exe- 
cuting this rigorous law,: and for the direction of 
ecclesiastical affairs. But even this court, illegal as 
it might be /^’eemed, was much preferable to the 
method next adopted. Military force was let loose 
by the council. Wherever the people had generally 
forsaken their churches, the guards were quartered 
throughout the country. Sir .James Turner com- 
manded them, a man whose natural ferocity of 
temper was often inflamed by the use of strong 
liquors. He went about and received from the 
clergy lists of 'those whq^Jisented themselves from 
church or wefe supposed to frequent conventicles. 
Without any proof or legal convietion, he de- 
manded a fine from them, and quartered soldiers 
on the* supposed delinquents, till he received pay- 
ment. As an insurrection was dreaded during the 
Dutch war, new forces were levied, and intrusted to 
the command of Ualziel and Drummond ; two 
officers who had served the King during the civil 
wars, and hdd afterwards Ciigaged in the service of 
Russia, where they had increased the native cruelty 
of their disposition. A full career was given to 
their tyranny by the ^Scottish ministry. Represen- 
tations were rapde to the King against these enor- 
mities. lie seemed touched with the state of the 
country ; and besides giving orders that the eccle- 
siastical commission should .be discontinued, he 
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signified his opinion, that.another way of proceeding c Aa p. 
was necessary for his service/ 

This lenity of the King’s came too late to remedy lees. 
the disorders. The people, inflamed with bigotry, 
and irritated by ill usage/ rose,in Urms. They were 
instigated by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. 

They surprised Turner in Dumfries, and resolved 
to have him put to death; but finding, that his 
orders, which fell into their hands, were more vio- 
lent than Ijis execution of them, they spared his life. 

At Laneric, after many prayers, they, renewed the 
covenant, qnd published their manifesto ; in which 
they professed all submission to th^ King : They 
desired only the re-establishment of presbytery and 
of their former ministers. As many gentlemen of 
their party had .been confined on suspicion; Wal- 
lace and Learmont, two officers, who had served, 
but in no high rank, were intrusted by the populace 
with the command. Their force never exceeded 
two thousand men ; and though the country in 
general bore them favonr^nen’s spirits were so sub- 
dued, th^ the rebels could expect no' farther acces- 
sion of nfinibers. ’Dalziel took* the field to oppose 
their progress. Their number was now diminished 
to 800 ; ^nd these having advanced neaf Edin- 
burgh, attempted to find their way back into the 
west by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by 
the King’s forces.'' Finding that they could not 
escape, they stopped their march. Their clergy 
endeavoured to infuse? courage into them. After 
singing some psalms, the rebels turned on the 
enemy ; and being assisted by the advantage of the 
ground, they received the first charge very reso- 
lutely. But that was all the actiop : Imjnediately 
they fell into disorder, and fled fiir their lives. 

About forty were killed on the spot, and a hundred 
and thirty taken prisoners. The rest, .favoured by 
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the night, aind by the we?iriness, and even by the 
pity of the King’s troops, made their escape. 

The oppressions which these people had suffered, 
the delusions under which they laboured, afid their 
inoffensive behavibur during the insurrection, made 
them the objects of compassion. Yet were the 
King’s ministers, particularly Sharpe, resolved to 
take severe vengeance.' Ten were hanged on 
one gibbet at Edinburgh : Thirty -five before their 
own doors in different places. These, criminals 
might all have saved thei” lives, if they would have 
renounced fhe covenant. The executions were 
going on, wh<{n the King put a stop to them. He 
said, that blood enough had already been shed ; and 
he wrote a letter to the privy-council, in which he 
ordered that such of the prisoners as should simply 
promise to obey the laws for the future, should be 
set at liberty, and that the incorrigible should be 
sent to the plantations.' This letter was brought 
by Burnet, Archbishop of Glasgow ; but not being 
immediately delivered tojtJie council by Sharpe the 
president"*, orfe Maccail had in the inteiVal been 
put to the torturej' under which he s.rpired. He 
seemed to die in an ecstasy of joy. “ Farewell, sun, 
“ moon, and stars ; farewell, world, and time ; fare- 
“ well, weak and frail body : Welcome, eternity ; 
“ welcome, angels and saints ; welcome. Saviour of 
“ the world ; and welcome, God, the judge of all !” 
Such were his last words; and these animated 
speeches he uttered with an accent and manner, 
which struck all the bystanders with astonish- 
ment. 

The settlement of ‘Ireland after the restoration, 
was a work of greater difficulty thart that of Eng- 
land, or even of Scotland. Not only the power, 
during the fdrmer usurpations, had there been vested 
in the King’s enemies : The whole property, in a 

'■ Burnet, p. 237. ' " Wodrow’s History, vol. 1. p. 2,55. 
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manner, of the kingdom, had also been changed; 
and it became necessary to redress, but with as little 
violence as possible, many grievous hardships and 
iniquitiis, which were there complained of. 

Thk Irish catholics h^d, in 1648, concluded a 
treaty with Ormond, the King’s lieutenant, in which 
they had stipulated pardon for their past rebellion, 
•and had engaged, under certain conditions, to assist 
the. royal cause : And though the violence of the 
priests and the bigotry of the people had prevented, 
in a great measure, the execution of this treaty; yet 
were there many, who having strictly, at the hazard 
of their ilvds, adhered to it, seemed on that aecount 
well entitled to reap the fryits of their loyalty. 
Cromwell, having without distinction expelled all the 
native Irish from the three •provinces of Munster, 
Leinster, and Ulster, had confined them to Con- 
na\ight and the county of Clare ; and among those 
who had thus been forfeited, were many whose in- 
nocence was altogether unquestionable. Several 
protestants, Likewise, and Ormoixl among the 
rest, had gll along opposdTF the Irish rebellion ; yet 
having afterwards • embraced the King's cause 
against the fiarliament, they were all of them at- 
tainted by Cromwell And there were many t)fficers 
who had, from the commencement of the insurrec- 
tion, served in Ireland, and who,*because they would 
not desert the King, had • been refused all their 
arrears by the English commonwealth. 

To all these unh-appy sulFerers some justice seemed 
to be due : But the difficulty was to find the means 
of redressing such great and extensive iniquities. Al- 
most all the valuable parts of Ij*eland had been mea- 
sured out and divided, either to the adventurers, who 
had lent money to the parliament for the suf>pression 
of the Irish rebellion, or to the soldiers who had re- 
ceived land in lieu of their arrears. These could not 
be dispossessed, because they- were the most powerful 
and only a»med part of Ireland ; because it was 
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CHAP, requisite to favour them, in order to support the 
protestant and English interest in that kingdom ; and 
~i668 because they had generally, with a seeming zeal and 
alacrity, concurred in the King’s restoratioii The 
King, therefore, issued a proclamation, in which he 
promised to maintain their settlement, and at the 
same time engaged to give redress to the innocent 
sufferers. There was a quantity of land as yet un- 
diyided in Ireland ; and from this and some other 
funds, it;was thought possible for the King to fulfil 
both these engagements. 

A COURT OF CLAIMS was ercctcd, consisting alto- 
gether of English commissioners, who had no con- 
nection with any of the parties, into which Ireland 
was divided. Before these were laid four thousand 
claims of persons craving restitution on account of 
their innocence ; and the commissioners had found 
leisure to examine only six hundred. It already 
appeared, that, if all these were to be restored, 
the funds, whence the adventurers and soldiers 
must get reprisals, would fall short of giving them 
any tolerable satisfactiflfff A great a!.arm and 
anxiety seized all ranks of meii : TJie hopes and 
fears of every party were excited : These eagerly 
grasped at recovering their paternal inheritance : 
Those were resolute to maintain their new acqui- 
sitions. 

The Duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant; 
being the only person, whose prudence and equity 
could compcse such jarring interests. A parliament 
was assembled at Dublin; and as the lower house 
was almost entirely chosen by the soldiers and ad- 
venturers, who still kept possession, it was extremely 
favourable to that interest. The house of peers 
showed greater'inipartiality. 

An insurrection was projected, together with a 
surprisal of the castle of Dublin, by some of the 
disbanded soldiers; but this design was happily de- 
feated by the vigilance of Ormond. Some of the 

criminals 
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criminals were punished. Blood, the most desperate 
of them, escaped into England. 

But affairs could not long remain in the confu- 
sion ani uncertainty into which they had fallen. 
All parties seemed willing to , abate somewhat of 
their pretensions, in order to akain some stability; 
and Ormond interposed his authority for that pur- 
pose. The soldiers and adventurers agreed to re- 
linquish a third of their possessions ; and as they 
had purchased their lands at very low prices, they 
had reason to think thenjselves favoured by this 
composition. All those, who had been Attainted on 
account of* their adhering to the K^g, were re- 
stored, and some* of the innouce'nt Irish. It was a 
hard situation, that a man was obliged to prove 
himself innocent ^in order to* recover possession of 
the estate which he and his ancestors had ever en- 
joyed : But the hardship was augmented, by the 
difficult conditions annexed to this proof. If the per- 
son had ever lived in the quarters of the rebels, he 
was not admittejl to plead his innocence ; and he was, 
for that rotison alone, supposed to have* been a rebel. 
The heinous guilt of the Irish nation made men the 
more readily overlook any iniquity, which might fall 
on individuals; and it was considered, that,*though 
it be always the interest of all good governments to 
prevent injustice, it is not alwa/s possible to remedy 
it, after it has had a long Course, and has been at- 
tended with great successes. 

Irela NO began to attain a state of* some com- 
posure when it was disturbed by a violent act, passed 
by the English parliament, which prohibited the 
importation of Irish cattle into England.' Ormond 
remonstrated strongly against the law. He said, 
that the present trade, carried on bet;^veen England 
and Ireland, was* extremely to the advantage of the 
former kingdom, which received only^ provisions, 
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C if A P. or rude materials, in rejurn for every species of 
manufacture: That if the cattle of Ireland were 
1668 prohibited, the inhabitants of that island had no 
other commodity by which they could phy Eng- 
land for their impor^tatioRs, and must have recourse 
to other nations for ‘a supply : That the industrious 
inhabitants of England, if deprived of Irish provi- 
sions, which made living cheap, would be obliged 
t© augment the price of labour, and thereby render 
their manufactures too dear to be exported to 
foreign markets : That Ahe indolent inhabitants of 
Ireland, fin’ding provisions fall almost to. nothing, 
would never ^e induced to labour, but would per- 
petuate to all generations their native sloth and bar- 
barism : That by cutting off almost entirely the 
trade between the kingdoms, all the natural bands 
of union were dissolved, and nothing remained^ to 
keep the Irish in their duty but force and violence : 
And that, by reducing that kingdom to extreme 
poverty, it would be even rendered incapable of 
maintaining that military p ower, bp which, during 
its well-grounded disconmnts, it must necessarily be 
retained in subjection. ’ , , 

The King was so much convinced of the justness 
of these reasons, that he used all his interest to 
oppose the bill, and he openly declared, that he 
could not give his assent to it with a safe conscience. 
But the' commons were’ resolute in their purpose. 
Some of the rents of England had fallen of late 
years, which had been ascribed entirely to the im- 
portation of Irish cattle : Several intrigues had con- 
tributed to inflame that prejudice, particularly those 
of Buckingham and .Ashley, who were desirous of 
giving Ormond disturbance in hiiii government : 
And the spirit of tyranny, of which nations are as 
susceptible as individuals, had extremely animated 
the English to exert their superiority over their 
dependent state. No affair could be conducted 
v/ith greater violence than this was by the commons. 

They 
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They even went so far in, the preamble of the bill, as 
to declare the importation of Irish cattle to be a 
nuisance. By this expression they gave scope to their 
passioif, and at the same time barred the King’s 
prerogative, by which he might, think himself entitled 
to dispense with a law so full* of injustice and bad 
policy. The lords expunged the word ; but as the 
King was sensible that no supply would be given by 
the commons, unless they were gratified in their 
prejudices, he was obliged both to employ his in- 
terest with the peers for making the bill pass, and 
to give ih^ royal assent to it. lie could not, how- 
ever, forbear expressing his displeasure at the jea- 
lousy entertained against him^ and at the intention 
which the commons discovered of retrenching his 
prerogative. . 

.This law brought great distress for some time 
upon the Irish; but it has occasioned their apply- 
ing with greater industry to manufactures, and has 
proved in the issue beneficial to that kingdom. 
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A Parliament. — The Cabal — their CIiaracters*~tlieir Counsels. — 
Alliance with Fi|*^ice. — A Parliament. — Coventry Act. — IMood's 
Crimes. — Duke declares kimself Catholic. — Exchequer shut. — 
— Declaration of Indulg’ence. — Attack of the Smyrna Fleet. — 
War declared with Holland. — Weakness of the States. — Battle of 
Solebay. — Sandwich killed. — Progress of the French. — Conster- 
nation of the Dutch. — Prince of Orange SUidtholder. — Massacre 
of the De Wits. — Good Conduct ol* the Prince.— A Parliament. 
Declaration of Indnlgence recalled. — Sea-fi^Iit. — Another Sen- 
fight.— Anotlier.Sea-iight. — OWigress of Cblognc.^pA Parlia- 
ment. — Peace with Holland. 

I 

S INCE the restoration, England liad attained a 
situation which had never been experienced in 
any former period of her government, and which 
seemed the only one that could fully ensure, at 
once, her tranquillity and her liberty: The King 
was in contiiiual want of supply from the ])ai'Ua- 
ment : And he seemed willing to accommcK^ate him- 
self to that depend^it situation. Instead of reviving 
those claims of prerogative, so strenuously insisted 
on by his predecessors, Charles had strictly confined 
lumself within, tlhe limits of law, and had courted, 
by every art of popularity, the affections of his 
subjects. Even the severities, however blameable, 
w hich 1)0 had exercised against non-conformists, arc 
. ' " to 
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to be ccnsidered as expedients by which he strove 
to ingratiate himself with that party which predo- 
minated in parliament. But notvvitlistanding these 
proraiifing appearances, there were many circinn- 
stances which kept the , government from resting 
steadily on that bottom on Vhich it was placed. 
The crown having lost almost all its ancient 
demesnes, relied entirely on voluntary grants of the 
people; and the commons, not fully accustomed* to 
this new Situation, were not yet disposcd.to supply 
with sufficient liberality tlje nccessitic;} of the crown. 
They iijiitated too strictly the exainplfi of their pre- 
decessors in a rigid frugality of pubj^c money; and 
neither sufficiently considered, the indigent condition 
of their Prince, nor the general state of Europe ; 
where every nation, by its Increase both of magni- 
ficence and force, had made great additions to all 
public expenses. Some considerable sums, indeed, 
were bestowed on Charles ; and the patriots of that 
age, tenacious of ancient maxims, loudly upbraided 
the commons vjith prodigality: But if we may judge 
by the cuainple of a latef^period, when the govern- 
ment has beepme ihore regular, 'and the harmony of 
its parts 'has been more happily adjusted, the 
parliaments of this reign seem rather to have*merited 
a contrary reproach. 

Tue natural consequence of the poverty of the 
crown was, besides fceble'irregular transactions in 
foreign affairs, a continual uncertainty in its do- 
mestic administration.* No one coukVanswer with 
any tolerable assurance for the measures of the 
house of commons. Few of .the members were 
attached to the court by any .other band than that 
of inclination.* Royalists, indeed, in their prin-. 
ciples, but unexperienced in busine^, they lay ex- 
posed to every’ rumour or insinuation ; and were 
driven by momentary gusts or currents, no less 
than the populace themselves. Even the attempts 
• G G 2 • made 
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made to gain an ascendant over them by offices, 
and, as it is believed, by bribes and pensions, 
were apt to operate in a manner contrary to what 
was intended by the ministers. The novelty of 
the practice conveyed a general, and indeed a just 
alarm; while, at the uame time, the poverty of the 
crown rendered this influence very limited and pre- 
carious. 

The character of Charles was ill fitted to remedy 
those defects in the constitution. He acted in the 
administration of public afiairs as if government 
were a pastime rather than a serious occupation ; 
and by the uiiMrtainty of his conduct, he lost that 
authority which coul4 alone bestow constancy on 
the fluctuating resolutions of the parliament. His 
expenses too, which sometimes, perhaps, exceeded 
the proper bounds, were directed more by inclina- 
tion than by policy } and while they increased hfs 
dependence on the parliament, they were not calcu- 
lated fully to satisfy either the interested or disin- 
terested part of'that assembly. ^ 

The parliament met, atfer a long adjovrnment ; 
and the King prorfiised himself every thing from 
the attachment of the commons. All liis late mea- 
sures had been calculated to acquire the good 
will of his people; and, above all, the triple 
league, it was hoped, would be able to efface all 
the disagreeable impressions left by the unhappy 
conclusion of the Dutch war. But a new attempt 
made by the court, and a laudable one too, lost 
him, for a time, the effect of all these endea- 
vours. Buckingham, who was in great favour 
with the King, and , carried on many intrigues 
among the commons, had also endea\'oured to 
support connections with the non-conformists ; and 
he now formed a scheme, in concert with the lord 
keeper. Sir Orlando Bridgeman, and the chief 
jn tice, Sir Matthew Hale, tWo worthy patriots, 
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to put an end to those severities under which these c 
religionists had so long laboured. It was pro- 
posed to reconcile the presbyterians by a compre- 
hension, and to grant a toleration to the indepen- 
dents and other sectaries. Fjy/our seems not, by this 
scheme, as by others embraced during the present 
reign, to have been intended the catholics : Yet 
were the zealous commons so disgusted, that they 
could nqt be prevailed on even to give the King 
thanks for the triple league, however laildable that 
ineasifre was then, and ha« ever since bpen, esteemed. 
They immediately voted an address for a proclama- 
tion against conventicles. Their was com- 

plied with ; but as the King still dropped some 
hints of his desire to reconcile his protestant sub- 
jects, the commons passed a very unusual vote, that 
uo man should bring into the house any bill of 
that nature. The King in vain reiterated his soli- 
citations for supply ; represented the necessity of 
equipping a fleet ; and even offered, that the 
money which they should grant should be collected 
and issded for thjit purpose by commissioners ap- 
pointed JjJi the house. Instead of complying, the 
commons voted an inquiry into all the, miscar- 
riages during the late war ; the slackening of sail 
after the Duke’s victory from, false orders delivered 
by Brounker, the miscarriage at Bergen, the division 
of the fleet under Prince’ Rupert and Albemarle, 
the disgrace at Chatham. Brounker was expelled 
the house, and ordered to be impeached. Com- 
missioner Pet, who had neglected orders issued for 
the security of Chatham, met* with the same fate. 
These impeachments were never prosecuted. The 
house at length, having been indulged in all their 
prejudices, wei;e prevailed with to* vote the Kihg 
three hundred and ten thousand pounds, by an im- 
position on wine and other liquors ; after which they 
were adjourned. 
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Public business, beside^ being retarded by the 
disgust of the commons against the tolerating 
maxims of the court, met with obstructions this 
session from a quarrel between the two houses, 
Skinner, a rich melchant in London, having suffer- 
ed some injuries from^he East India company, laid 
the matter by petition before the house of lords, by 
whom he was relieved in costs and damages to the 
amount of five thousand pounds. The commons 
voted, that the lords, in taking cognizance of this 
affair, originally, without ;any appeal from inferior 
couTts, had acted in a manner not agreeable to the 
laws.of the lan(|r and tending to deprive the subject 
of the right, ease, and. benefit due fo him by these 
laws ; and that Skinner, in prosecuting the suit after 
this manner, had infringed the privileges of the 
commons : For which offence they ordered him to 
be taken into custody. Some conferences ensued 
between the houses ; where the lords were tenacious 
of their right of judicature, and maintained that 
the method in which they j^ad exercised it was quite 
regular. The 'commons rose into a great ferment ; 
and \vent so far as to vote, that whoever should 
“ be aiding or assisting in putting in execution the 
“ order ‘or sentence of the house of lords, in the 
“ case of Skinner against the East-India company, 
“ should be deemed' a betrayer of the rights and 
“ liberties of the cornmo'ns of England, and an iu- 
“ fringer of the privileges of the house of commons. ’ 
They rightly judged, that it \Vould not be easy, after 
this vote, to find any one who would venture to in- 
cur their indignatiem. The proceedings indeed of 
the lords seem in this case to have been unusual, and 
without precedent. • 

•The King s (necessities obliged him again to as- 
semble the parliament, who showc*d some disposi- 
tion to relieye him. The price, however, which 
he must pay for this' indulgence, was his yielding 
• ' to 
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to new laws against conventicles. His complaisance 
in this particular contrilsuted more to gain the com- 
mons, than all the pompous pretences of support- 
ing the triple alliance, that popular measure by 
which he expected to make such advantage. The 
quarrel between the two hoAses was revived ; and 
as the commons had voted only four hundred thou- 
sand pounds, with which the King was not satisfied, 
he thought proper, before they had carried their 
vote into* a law, to prorogue them. The. only busi- 
ness finished this shorty session was the receiving 
of the, report nf the committee appcAnted for exa- 
mining the public accounts. On ^he first inspec- 
tion of this rejJort, there aj^pears a great sum, no 
less than a million and a half, unaccounted for ; 
and the natural inference is, that the King had 
much abused the trust reposed in him by parlia- 
ment. But a more accurate inspection of particulars 
serves, in a great measure, to remove this impu- 
tation. The King, indeed, went so far as to tell 
the parliameiii. from the throne, “ That he had fully 
“ inforaied himself of that matter,* and did affirm, 
“ that no part bf those inofiics which they had 
“ given *h*m had been diverted to other uses, but, 
“ on the contrary, besides all those supplies, a very 
“ great sum had been raised out of his standing re- 
“ venue ajid credit, and a ‘very great debt con- 
“ tracted ; and all for the war. ’ Though artificial 
pretences have often been employed by Kings in 
their speeches to parliament, and by none more than 
Charles, it is somewhat difficult to suspect him of a 
direct lie and falsehood. H<i must have had some 
reasons, and perhaps not uophi'i'^ible ones, for this 
affirmation, of which all his hearers, as they had the 
accounts lying before them, wcrc*at that time cqm- 
petent judges.* 

The method Avhich all parliaments had hitln rio 
followed was, to Vote a particular sum for the 

* ’’ Soo iioU' [N], at tho eiiiT of tin. volume. * 
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CHAP, supply, without any distinction, or any appropri- 
ation to particular services. So long as the de- 
■jggg mands of the crown were small and casual, no great 
inconveniences arose from this practice. But as 
all the measures of governnient were now changed, 
it must be confessed, wchat, if the King made a just 
application of public money, this inaccurate method 
of proceeding, by exposing him to suspicion, was 
prcj,udicial to him. If he were inclined to act 
otherwise,, it was equally hurtful to the people. 
For these reasons, a contrary practice, during all 
the late reigns, has constantly been ^pllowed by the 
commons. ^ 

1670. Whkn the parliament met after 'the prorogation, 
14th Feb, they entered anew upon the business of supply, and 
granted the King an additional duty, during eight 
years, of twelve pounds on each tun of Spanish wine 
imported, eight on each tun of French. A law also 
passed empowering him to sell the fee-farm rents ; 
the last remains of the demesnes, by which the an- 
cient Kings of England had been supported. By this 
expedient, he obtained soi'Re supply for hisrpresent 
necessities, but left the crown, if possil^le, still more 
dependent than before. How much money'might be 
raised, by these sales, is uncertain ; but it could not 
be near one million eight hundred thousand pounds ; 
the sum assigned by some writers. 

The act against conventicles passed, and received 
the royal assent. It bears the appearance of mitigat- 
ing the former persecuting law.s ; but, if we may judge 
by the spirit, which had broken out almost every ses- 
sion during this parliament, it was not intended as 
any favour to the non-cQiiformists. Experience pro- 
bably had taught, that laws over rigid and severe 
cojild not be exe'culed. By this act the hearer in a 

« Mr. Carte, in bis Vindication of the Answer to the Bystander, 
T). ^'-9, says that' the sale of the fee-faiin Vents would not yield 
above one hundred thousand pounds, and his reasons appear well 
founded. 

conventicle 
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conventicle (that is, in a dissenting assembly, where c ri a p. 
more than five were present, besides the family,) 
was fined five shillings for the first offence, ten for ' 

the secbnd ; the preacher twenty pounds for the 
first offence, forty for the second*. The person, in 
whose house the conventicle Wt, was amerced a 
like sum with the preacher. One clause is remark- 
'able ; that, if any dispute should arise with regard 
to the interpretation of any part of the act, the 
judges shohld always explain the doubt in the sense 
least favourable to convepticles, it being the in- 
tention of parliament entirely to sup'press them. 

Such was the zeal of the commons, tha^ they violated 
the plainest and most established maxims of civil 
policy, which require that, in all criminal prosecu- 
tions, favour shopld always b*e given to the prisoner. 

The affair of Skinner still remained a ground of 
quarrel between the two houses; but the King pre- 
vailed with the peers to accept of the expedient pro- 
posed by the commons, that a general razure should 
be made of all# the transactions with regard to that 
disputed «|uestion. * 

SoMB'attenjpts were made by the King to effect 
a union between England and Scotland : Though 
they were too feeble to remove all the difficulties 
which obstructed that useful and important under- 
taking. Commissioners were aY)pointed to meet, in 
order to regulate the conditions ; but the design, 
chiefly by the intrigues of Lauderdale, soon after 
came to nothing. • ' 

The King, about this time, began frequently to 
attend the debates of the house ®f peers. He said, 
that they amused him, and that he found them no 
less entertaining than a play. But ^ deeper designs 
were suspected. As he seemed to’ipterest himself 
extremely in the’ case of Lord Roos, who had ob- 
tained a divorce from his Wife on the accusation of 
adultery, and applied to parliament for leave to 
marry agaiw; people imagined, that Charles intended 
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to make a precedent of^the case, and that some 
, other pretence would be found for getting rid of 
the Queen. Many proposals to this purpose, it 
is said, were made him by Buckingham : *3ut the 
King, how little Scrupulous soever in some respects, 
was incapable of an^ action harsh or barbarous ; and 
he always rejected every scheme of this nature. A 
suspicion, however, of such intentions, it was ob- 
served, had, at this time, begotten a coldness be- 
tween the two royal brothers. ' 

We now come to a, period, when the King’s 
counsels, wuich had hitherto, in rthe main, been 
good, thougl^ negligent and fluctuating, became, 
during some time, remarkably bdd, or even crimi- 
nal ; and breeding incurable jealousies in all men, 
were followed by sucK consequenpes as had almost 
terminated in the ruin both of Prince and iieoplo. 
Happily, the same, negligence still attended him; 
and, as it had lessened the influence of the good, it 
also diminished the effect of the bad, measures 
which he embraced. ^ i 

It was remarked, that the committee of council, 
established for foreign affairs, whs entirely changed ; 
and that Prince Rupert, the Duke of Ofmond, Se- 
cretary Trevor, and Lord-Keeper Bridgeman, men in 
whose-honour the nation had great confidence, were 
never called to any deliberations. The whole secret 
was intrusted to fiv'c persons, Clifford, Ashley, 
Buckingham, Arlington, and Lauderdale. These 
men were known by the appellation of the Cabal, a 
word which the initial letters of their names hap- 
pened to compose.* Never was there a more dan- 
gerous ministry in England, nor one more noted 
for pernicious counsels. 

. Loko Ashle.y') soon after known by the name of 
Earl of Shaftesbury, was one of the most remarkable 
characters of the age, 5nd the chief spring of all the 
succeeding movements. During his early youth, 
he had engaged in the late King’s party ; but being 

disguste<I 
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disgusted with some meas^ures of Prince Maurice, he 
soon deserted to the parliament. He insinuated 
himself into the confidence of Cromwell; and, as he 
had greS,t influence with the presbyterians, he was 
serviceable in supporting* with his party, the au- 
thority of that usurper. He employed the same 
credit, in promoting the restoration, and on that ac- 
count both deserved and acquired favour with the 
King. In all his changes, he still maintained the 
character qf never betraying those friends whom he 
desertect; and whichever party he joined, his great 
capacity, aqd singular talents soon gained him their 
confidence, and enabled him to take lead among 
them. No station could satisfy his ambition, no fa- 
tigues were insuperable to his industry. Well ac- 
quainted with the blind attachment of faction, he 
su/'mounted all sense of shame : And relying on the 
subtilty of his contrivances, he w.as not startled with 
enterprises the most hazardous and most criminal. 
His talents, both of public speaking and private 
insinuation, shone out in an eminent degree ; and 
amidst al> his furious passions, he possessed a sound 
judgenient yf* business, and still more of men. 
Though fitted by nature for beginning and pushing 
the greatest undertakings, he was never able to 
conduct any to a hapjiy period ; and his eminent 
abilities, by reason of his insatiable desires, were 
ecpially dangerous to himself, to the Prince, and to 
the people. 

The Duke of Buckiftgham possessed all the ad- 
vantages, which a graceful person, a higli rank, a 
splendid fortune, and a lively wilr could bestow ; but 
by his wild conduct, unrestwiined either by pru- 
dence or principle, he found mean.^ to repder him- 
self in the end odious and even insignificant. The 
least interest coiild make him abandon his honour; 
the smallest pleasure could seduce hjm from his 
interest ; the most frivolous caprice was sufficient to 
* * counterbalance 
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0 h'ap. counterbalance his pleasjijre. By his want of se- 

cresy and constancy, he destroyed his character in 

1670. public life ; by his conteinpt of order and economy, 
he dissipated his ‘private fortune ; by riot and de- 
bauchery, he ruined his health ; and he remained at 
last as incapable or doing hurt, as he had ever been 
little desirous of doing good, to mankind. 

The Earl, soon after created Duke, of Lauder- 
dale, was not defective in natural, and^ still less in 
acquired talents ; but neither was his ad( 5 ress grace- 
ful nor his understanding just. His principles, or 
more properly speaking his prejudices, .were obsti- 
nate, but unjrfile to restrain his anibition ; His ambi- 
tion was still less dangerous than the tyranny and 
violence of his temper, An implacable enemy, but 
a lukewarm friend ; insolent to his, inferiors, but ab- 
ject to his superiors ; though in his whole character 
and deportment he was almost diametrically oppo- 
site to the King, he had the fortune, beyond any 
other minister, to maintain, during the greater part 
of his reign, ari ascendant over himf 

The talent's of parliamentary eloquence and in- 
trigue had raised Sir Thomas Clifford'; , and his dar- 
ing impetuous spirit gave him weight in the King’s 
council^ Of the whole cabal, Arlington was the 
least dangerous, either by his vices or his talents. 
His judgement was sound, though his capacity was 
but moderate; and his intentions were good, though 
he ivanted ^courage and integrity to persevere in 
them. Together with TemjMe and Bridgeman, he 
had been a great promoter of the triple league ; but 
he threw himself, ^yith equal alacrity, into opposite 
measures, when he found them agreeable to his mas- 
ter. Clifford ,and he were secretly catholics : 
Shaftesbury, ^though addicted to^ astrology, was 
reckoned a deist : Buckingham had too little reflec- 
tion to embrace any steady principles : Lauderdale 
httd long been a bigotted and furious presbyterian ; 
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and the opinions of that ^sect still kept possession cil a p. 
of his mind, how little soever they appeared in his 
conduct. ^ ~6T^ 

The Mark counsels of the cabal, though from the Ttieir 
first they gave anxiety .to all ihen of reflection, counsels, 
were not thoroughly known bu^' by the event. Such 
seem to have been the views which they, in con- 
currence with some catholic courtiers, who had the 
car of their sovereign, suggested to the King and 
the Duke,| and which these Princes too. greedily 
embraced.’ They said, th^t the parliament, though 
the spirit of party, for the present, artached them 
to the crown, were still more attached to those 
powers and privileges which their predecessors had 
usurped from the sovereign : That after the first 
flow of kindness was spent* they had discovered 
evident symptoms of discontent ; and would be sure 
to 'turn against the King all the aijthority which they 
yet retained, and still more those pretensions which 
it was easy for them in a moment to revive : That 
they not only k(>pt the King in dependence by means 
of his precarious revenue, but had neter discovered 
a suitable generosity, even in thbse temporary sup- 
plies whidli *they granted him : That it was high 
time for the Prince to rouse himself from* his le- 
thargy, and to recover that authority which his pre- 
decessors, during’ so'raany age^, had peaceably en- 
joyed : That the great error or misfortune of his 
father was the not having formed any close con- 
nection with foreign Princes, who, on the breaking 
out of the rebellion, might have found their interest 
in supporting him : That the present alliances, be- 
ing entered into with so many weaker potentates, 
who themselves stood in need of the King^s protec- 
tibn, could never serve to maintain, much'less augr 
meat, the royal ' authority ; That the French Mo- 
narch alone, so generous a Prince, and by blood so 
nearly allied to the King, would be found both able 
and willing? if gratified in his ‘ambition, to defend 
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the common cause of Kin^s against usurping sub- 
jects : That a war, undertaken against Holland by 
the united force of two such mighty potentates, 
would prove an easy enterprise, and would serve all 
the pui'poses whicli \yere aamed at : That, under pre- 
tence of that war, it would not be difficult to levy a 
military force, without which, during the prevalence 
of republican principles among his subjects, the King 
would vainly expect to defend his prci’ogative : That 
his navahpower might be maintained, partly by the 
supplies, which, on other pretence.s, would previ- 
ously be obtained from parliament ^partly by subsi- 
dies from Frapjce; partly by captures, which might 
easily be made on that opulent republic: That, in 
such a situation, attempts to I’ecovcr the lost autho- 
rity of the crown would be attended with success ; 
nor would any malecontents dare to resist a Prince 
fortified by so powerful an alliance ; or, if they did, 
they would only draw more certain ruin on them- 
.selves and on their cause : And that, by subduing 
the States, a great step would be made towards a 
reformation of the government ; since it was apparent, 
that that republic, by its fame and grandgur, fortified, 
in his factious subjects, their attachment to what they 
vainly termed their civil and religious liberties. < 
These suggestions happened iiitally to concui? 
with all the inclinations and prejudices of the King ; 
his desire of more extensive authority, his propen- 
sity to the catholic religion, his avidity for money. 
He seems likewise, from the very beginning of his 
reign, to have entertained great jealousy of his own 
subjects, arid, on that account, a desire of fortifying 
himself by an intimate alliance with France. So 
early as 1604, he had offered the French Monarch to 
allow him, wiljiout opposition, to conquer Flanders, 
provided that Prince would engage to furnish him 
with ten thousand infantry, and a suitable number of 
'mvalry, in case of any rebellion in Fiiigland.' As no 

D’Fstr;i(1f‘s, 21st July, 16(17. 
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dangerous symptoms at that time appeared, we are chap. 
left to conjecture, from tliis incident, what opinion 
Charles had conceived of the factious disposition of 
his people. • 

Even during the time when the triple alliance was 
the most zealously cultivated, t*ae King never seems 
to have been entirely cordial in those salutary mea- 
sures, but still to have cast a longing eye towards 
the French alliance. Clitlord, who had much of his 
confidencej said imprudently, “ Notwithstanding all 
“ this joy, we must have a second war with Holland.” 

The accession oii the Fmperor to that 'alliance had 
been refused by England on frivolc^is pretences. 

And many unfrieifdly cavils wjefe raised against the 
States with regard to Surinam and the conduct of the 
East- India company.*' But* about April, 16G9, the 
strongest symptoms appeafed of those fatal measures 
which were afterwards more ope^ily pursued. 

De Wit, at that time, came to Temple, and told 
him, that he [laid him a visit as a friend, not as a 
minister. The occasion was, to actpftiint him with a 
conversation which he had lately had with Putfen- 
dorf the Swedish ag^nt, who had passed by the Hague 
in the waj' trom Paris to his own country. The 
French ’ministers, Puft’endorf said, had taken much 
pains to persuade, him, that the Swedes would very 
ill find their account in those flieasures which they 
had lately embraced : Thctt Spain would fail them 
in all her promises of subsidies ; nor would Holland 
alone be able to support them : That Eitgland would 
certainly fail them, and had already adopted counsels 
directly opposite to those which by the triple league 
she had bound herself to pursue : And that the 
resolution was not the less fixed and certain, because 
the secret was as yet communicate^ to Very few, 
either in the Fre'nch or English court. When Puf- 
fendorf seemed incredulous, Turenne showed him a 
letter from Colbert dc Crossy, the French minister 
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at London ; in which, aftej mentioning the success 
of his negotiations, and the favourable disposition 
of the chief ministers there, he added, “ And I have 
“ at last made them sensible of the full ejiitent of 
“ His Majesty’s Boanty.”<J' From this incident it 
a])pears, that the infamous practice of selling them- 
selves to foreign Princes, a practice which, notwith- 
standing the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly 
rare among men in high office, had not been scru- 
pled by Charles’s ministers, who even obtained their 
master’s consent to this dishonourable corruption. 

But while all men of penetration/ both abroad and 
at home, weremlarmed with these incidents, the visit 
which the King received from his sister, the Dutchess 
of Orleans, was the foundation of still stronger sus- 
picions. Lewis, knowing the address and insinua- 
tion of that amiable Princ’ess, and the great influence 
which she had gained over her brother, had engaged 
her to employ all her good offices, in order to de- 
tach Charles from the triple league, which, he knew, 
had fixed such insurmountable barriers to his ambi- 
tion ; and he tiow sent her to put the laso hand to 
the plan of their conjunct operations. That he 
might the better cover this negotiation, he pretended 
to visit ’his frontiers, particularly the great* works 
which he had undertaken at Dunkirk ; and he car- 
ried the Queen and the whole court along with him. 
While he remained on the opposite shore, the Dutchess 
of Orleans went over to England ; and Charles met 
her at Dover, where they passed ten days together 
in great mirth and festivity. By her artifices and 
caresses, she prevailed on Charles to relinquish the 
most settled maxims of honour and policy, and to 
finish his engagements with Lewis for the destruc- 
tion of Holland ; as well as for the subsequent 
change of religion in England. 

Bu'i' Lewis well knew Charles’s character, and the 
usual fluctuation of his councils. In order to fix him 

" Tr;m|le, vol. ii. p. 179. 
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in the French interests, he resolved to bind him by 
the ties of pleasure, the* only ones which with him 
weie irresistible; and he made him a present of a 
French mistress, by whose means he hoped, for the 
future, to govern him. . The Datchess of Orleans 
brought with her a young lady of the name of 
Queroilaille, whom the King carried to London, and 
soonafter created Dutchess of Portsmouth, He was 
extremely attached to her during the whole coujrse 
of his life? : And she proved a great mcaRs of sup- 
porting, his connections wi^th her native country. 

The satisfaction which Charles reaped from his 
new alliance, received a great chec^ by the death 
of his sister, and ‘still more by those melancholy cir- 
cumstances which attended it. Her death was 
sudden, after a few days’ illfless ; and she was seized 
vvith the malady upon drinking a glass of succory 
w’ater. Strong suspicious of poison arose in the 
court of France, and were spread all over Europe; 
and as her husband had discovered many symptoms 
of jealousy and discontent on account of her conduct, 
he was u«ivcrsally believed to be the* author of the 
crime. Charles hifnsclf, during ‘some time, was en- 
tirely convinced of his guilt ; but upon receiving the 
attestation of physicians, who, on opening hdr body, 
found no foundation for the general rumour, he was, 
or pretended to be, satisfied. The Duke of Orleans, 
indeed, did never, in any other circumstance of his 
life, betray such dispositions as might lead him to so 
criminal an action ; and a lady, it is said, drank the 
remains of the same glass, without feeling any incon- 
venience. The sudden death of Princes is com- 
monly accompanied with tliQse dismal surmises; 
and therefore less weight is in this case to be laid 
on the suspicions pf the public. * * , 

Charles, ins'tead of breaking witfi France upon 
this incident, took advantage of it to send over 
Buckingham, under p'retence of condoling with the 
Duke of Olenns, but in reality to concert farther 
VO I.. VI r. H II measures 
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c H A f'. measures for the projected war. Never ambassador 
LXV. received greater caresses. The more destructive the 

present measures were to the interests of England, 

the more natural was it for Lewis to load? with 
civilities, and even with favours, those whom he 
could engage to promote them. 

The journey of Buckingham augmented the sus- 
picions in Holland, which every circumstance tended 
still farther to confirm. Lewis made a sudden 
irruption into Lorraine ; and though he missed 
seizing the Duke himself,, who had no surmise of 
the danger, and who narrowly escaped, he was soon 
‘ able, without j^sistance, to make himself master of 
the whole country. TJie French Monarch was so 
far unhappy, that, though the most tempting oppor- 
tunities offered themselves, he had not commonly 
so much as the pretence of equity and justice to 
cover his ambitious measures. This acquisition of 
Lorraine ought to have excited the jealousy of the 
contracting powers in the triple league, as much as 
an invasion of Flanders itself ; yet did Charles turn 
a deaf ear to ail remonstrances made him upon that 
subject. 

But what tended chiefly to open the eyes of De 
Wit ahd the States, with regard to the measures 
of England, was the sudden recall of Sir William 
Temple. This minister had so firmly established 
his character of honour and integrity, that he was 
believed incapable even of obeying his master’s com- 
mands, in piomoting measures which he esteemed 
pernicious to his country ; and so long as he remained 
in employment, De<Wit thought himself assured of 
the fidelity of England. Charles was so sensible of 
this prepossession, that he ordered Temple to leave 
his family at the Hague, and pretended, that that 
minister would immediately return after having 
conferred with the King about some business, where 
his negotiation had met with obstructions. De Wit 
made the Dutch resident inform the English court, 
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that he sihould consider Jhe recall of Temple as an c^iap. 
express declaration of a change of measdres in Eng- 
land ; and should even know what interpretation to 
put up?)n any delay of his return. 

While these measures wer^ secretly in agitation, auhOct. 
the parliament met according to adjournment. The 
King made a short speech, and left the business to 
be enlarged upon by the keeper. That minister much 
insisted on the King’s great want of supply; the 
mighty increase of the naval power of France, now 
triple to what it was befone the last war with Hol- 
land; the decay of the English navy ; \he necessity 
of fitting out next year a fleet of fiftjitsail ; the obli- 
gations which the King lay under by several treaties 
to exert himself for the coinmon good of Christen- 
dom. Among other treaties* he mentioned the triple 
alliance, and the defensive league with the States. 

The artifice succeeded. Tho house of commons; 
entirely satisfied with the King’s measures, voted 
him considerable supplies. A land tax for a year 
was imposed of a shilling a pound ;* two shillings a 
pound on* two thirds of the salaries of offices; fifteen 
shillings on ®\«ery hundred pounds of bankers’ money 
and stock; an additional excise upon beer^for six 
years, and certain impositions upon law proceedings 
for nine years. .Th'^ parliament had never before 
been in a more liberal humour ; and never surely 
was it less merited by the counsels of the King and 
of his ministers.’ 

’ * The 

* This year, on the third of January, died George Monk, Duke of Albe- 
marle, at NeWhall in Kssex, after a lauguishing illness, and in the sixty- 
third year of his age. He left a great e.'itate of 15,000/. a year in land, 
and OOjCKK)/. in money, acquired by the bounty of the King, and increased 
by his own frugality in his later years. Bishop Btir^et, who* agieeably to 
his own faotious spirit, treats diis illustriotis personage ;with great malignity, 
reproaches him with avarice. But as he appears not to have been in the 
least tainted with rapacity, his frugal conduct may more candidly be im- 
puted to the habits ac(\uired in early life, while he possessed of a 
very narrow fortune. It is in&eed a singular proof of the strange power 
of facticn, that gny malignity should pursue .the memory of a nobleman, 
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CHAT. The commons passed another bill for laying a 
Lxv. duty on tobacco, Scotch salt, glasses, and some 
Wi other commodities. Against this bill the merchants 
of London appeared by petition before the Ifouse of 
lords. The lords entered -into their reasons, and 
began to make amendments on the bill sent up by 
the commons. This attempt was highly resented 
by the lower house, as an encroachment on the right, 
which they pretended to possess alone, of granting- 
money to the crown. Many remonstrances passed 
between the two houses;, and by their altercations 
22a April, the King was obliged to prorogue 4he parliament ; 
and he therebytAost the money which was intended 
him. This is the last time that the peers have 
' revived any pretensions of that nature. Ever since, 
the privilege of the commons, in all other places 
except in the house of peers, has passed for uncon- 
troverted. 

There was a private affair, which, during this ses- 
sion, disgusted the house of commons, and recpiired 
some pains to accommodate it. Thet usual method 
of those who opposed the court in the mohey bills 
was, if they failed iii the main vote, as .to the extent 
of the supply, to levy the money upon such funds 
as they expected would be unacceptable, or would 


the tenor of whose life was so unexceptionable, and who, by restoring the 
ancient and legal and free government to three kingdoms, plunged in the 
most destructive anarchy, may .safely be ^ said to be the subject in these 
islands, who, sinee'^ the beginning of time, rendered the most durable and 
most essential services to his native country. The means also, by whicli 
he achieved his great undertakings, were almost entirely unexceptionalde. 
llis temporary dissimulation*, being absolutely necessary, could scarcely be 
blameable. lie had received no trust from that mongrel, pretended usurp- 
ing parliament whom he dethroned; therefore coulcU betray none, lie 
even refused to carry hi-ii dissimulation so far as to take an oath of abjura- 
tiai against the Kiiig.^ I confess, however, that the Hev. Dr. Douglas has 
shown me, from the Clarendon papers, an original letter of his to Sir 
Arthur Ilazelrig, containing very earnest, and certainly false protestations, 
of his zeal for a commonwealth. It is to be lamented that so worthy a 
man, and of such plain manners, should ever have found it necessary to 
carry Jhls di.s.simulation to sucKa height. llis family ended ivilh his son. 
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prove deficient. It was proposed to lay an imposi- 
tion upon playhouses : I’he courtiers objected, that 
the players were the King’s servants, and a part of 
his plSasure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of 
the country party, asked, “ v(lhether thh King’s 
“ pleasure lay among the male or the female 
“ players ?” This stroke of satire was aimed at 
Charles, who, besides his mistresses of higher qua- 
lity, entertained at that time two actresses, Davis and 
Nell Gwjn The King received not tlie raillery 
with the good humour wl^icli might have been ex- 
pected.. It war* said, that this being ^he first time 
that respect to Majesty had been pi:^licly violated, 
it was necessary, by some sievere chastisement, to 
make Coventry an example to all who might incline 
to tread in his fpotsteps. Sands, Obrian, and some 
other officers of the guards, were ordered to way-lay 
him, and to set a mark upon .him. He defended 
himself with bravery, anid after wounding several of 
the assailants, was disarmed with some difficulty. 
They cut his «ose to the bone, iif order, as they 
said, to t%ach him what respect he owTid to the King. 
The comnipss w*ere inflameef by this indignity 
offered to*one of their members, on account of words 
spleen in the house. They passed a la\^, which 
made it capital, to^ maim any person; and they 
enacted, that those' criminalst who had assaulted 
Coventry, should be incapable of I’eceiving a par- 
don from the crown. 

TiiEJte was another private affair transacted about 
this time, by which the King was as much exposed 
to the imputation of a capricious lenity, as he was 
here blamed for unnecessary severity. Blood, a dis- 
banded officer*of the Protector’s, had been engaged 
in the conspiracy for raising an insiyrection in Ire- 
land ; and on account of this crime he himself had 
been attainted, and some of his accomplices capitally 
punished. The daring villain meditated revenge 
u])on Ornfond, the lord lieutenant. Having by 
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CHAP, artifice drawn off the Duke’s footmen, he attacked hia 
coach ia the night time, as it drove along St. James’s 
1671 . street in London ; and he made himself master of 
his person. He might here have finished the crime, 
had he not meditated refinements in his vengeance : 
He was resolved to hsing the Duke at Tyburn ; and 
for that purpose bound him, and mounted him on 
horseback beliind one of his companions. They 
we^e advanced a good way into the fields ; when the 
Duke, making efforts for his liberty, threw himself 
to the ground, and brought down with him the as- 
sassin to whom he was fastened. They werp strug- 
gling together jp the mire, when Ormond’s servants, 
whom the alarm had reached, came and saved him. 
Blood and his companions, firing their pistols in a 
hurry at the Duke, rode off, and saved themselves by 
means of the darkness. 

Buckingham was at first, with some appearances 
of reason, suspected to be the author of this attempt. 
His profligate character, and his enmity against Or- 
mond, exposed him to that imputation. Ossory soon 
after came to court ; and seeing Buckingham stand 
by the King, his colour rose, and he cpuld not for- 
bear expressing himself to this purpose: “ My lord, 

I know well that you are at the bottom of this late 
“ attempt upon my father ; But I give you warning; 
“ if by any means be come to a' violent end, I shall 
“ not be at a loss to know the author ; I shall con- 
“ sider you as the assassin : I shall treat you as such ; 
“ and wherever 1 meet you, I shall pistol you, 
“ though you stood behind the King’s chair; and 
“ I tell it you in H>s Majesty’s presence, that you 
“ may be sure I shall not fail of performance.” 
If there was here any indecorum, it was easily ex- 
cused in a^euerbus youth, when his father’s life was 
exposed to danger. 

A LITTLE after. Blood formed a design of carrying 
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olF the crown and regalia from the Tower ; a design cji a p. 
to which he was prompted, as well by the surprising 
boldness of the enterprise, as by the views of profit. 

He w«s near succeeding. He had bound and 
wounded Edwards, the keeper of the jewel-office, 
and had gotten out of the Tov#er with his prey ; but 
was overtaken and seized, with some of his asso- 
ciates. One of them was known to have been con- 
cerned in the attempt upon Ormond ; and Blood 
was immediately concluded to be the ring-leader. 

When questioned, he frankly avowed the enterprise ; 
but refused to^ tell his ‘accomplices’^ “ The fear 
“ of death,” he said, “ should never engage him 
“ either to deny guilt, or betray a friend.” All 
these extraordinary circumstances made him the 
general subject of conversation ; and the King was 
moved, by an idle curiosity, to see and speak with 
a' person so noted for his courage and his crimes. 

Blood might now esteem himself secure of pardon ; 
and he wanted not address to improve the oppor- 
tunity. He toid Charles that he had been engaged, 
with others, in a design to kill him with a carabine 
above Battei;sea, where His Majesty often went to 
bathe: That the cause of this resolution was the 
severity exercised over the consciences of the godly, 
in restraining theliberty of their religious assemblies : 

That when he had thken his s^and among the reeds, 
full of these bloody resolutions, he found his heart 
checked v.'ith an awe of Majesty ; and he not only 
relented himself, but ‘diverted his asgociates from 
their purpose : That he had long ago brought him- 
self to an entire indifference about life, which he 
now gave for lost ; yet could Jie not forbear warning 
the King of tire danger whicli might attend his exe- 
cution : That his associates had bound thcinselv^es 
by the strictest* oaths to revenge the’death ol any of 
the confederacy : and that no precaution or power 
could secure any one from the effects ’of their des- 
perate resolutions. 

Wu ETHER 
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Whether these considerations excited fear or 
admiration in the King, they confirmed his resolu- 
tion of granting a pardon to Blood ; but he thought 
it a point of decency first to obtain the Emke of 
Ormond’s consent. Arlington came to Ormond in 
the King’s name, and desired that he would not 
prosecute Blood, for reasons which he was com- 
manded to give him. The Duke replied, that his 
Majesty’s commands were the only reasons that 
could be given ; and being sufficient, he might there- 
fore spare the rest. Charles carried his kindness 
to Blood stili farther: He granted ,.bim an estate of 
five hundred pounds a-year in Ireland; he encou- 
raged his attendance about his petson; he showed 
him great countenance ; and many applied to him for 
promoting their preten^sions at court. And while 
old Edwards, who had bravely ventured his life, and 
had been wounded in defending the crown and re- 
galia, was forgotten and neglected, this man, who 
deserved only to be stared at, and detested as a 
monster, became a kind of favourite.. 

Errors of this nature in private life have often 
as bad an influence Us miscarriage's in wjuch the pub- 
lic is more immediately concerned. Another inci- 
dent happened this year, which infused a general 
displeasure, and still greater apprehensions into all 
men. The Dutchess' of York died; and in her last 
sickness, she made opeii' profession of the Romish 
religion, and finished her life in that communion. 
This put an end to that thin disguise which the Duke 
had hitherto worn ; and he now openly declared his 
conversion to the efinreh of Rome. Unaccountable 
terrors of popery, ever since the accession of the 
house of Stuart, had prevailed throughout the nation; 
but these hbd formerly been found so groundless, and 
had been employed to so many bad purposes, that 
surmises of this nature were likely to meet with the 
less credit aifiong all men of sense ; and nothing but 
thp Duke’s imprudent bigotry could have <convineed 
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the whole nation of his change of religion. Popery, c:,u a p. 
which had hitherto been only a hideous spectre, was 
now become a real ground of terror ; being openly "Ten 
and zetilously embraced by the heir to the crown, a 
Prince of industry and enterprise ; while the King 
himself was not entirely free ffom like suspicions. 

It is probable, that the new alliance with France 
inspired the Duke with the courage to make open 
profession of his religion, and rendered him more 
careless of the affections and esteem of thp English. 

This alliance became every day more apparent. 

Temple, was declared to be no longer ambassador to 
the States; and Downing, whom ^le Dutch re- 
garded as the inveterate enemy of their republic, was 
sent over in his stead. A ground of quarrel was 
sought by means of a yacht, despatched for Lady 
Temple. The captain sailed through the Dutch 
fleet which lay on their own coasts ; and he had 
orders to make them strike, to 'fire on them, and to 
persevere till they should return his hre. The 
Dutch Admiral, Van Ghent, surprised at this bra- 
vado, cr«ne on board the yacht, and expressed his 
willingness tp pay respect to the British flag, ac- 
cording tb former practice : But that a fleet, on their 
own coasts, should strike to a single vessel, find that 
not a ship of war, was, he said, such an innovation, 
that he durst not, Without express orders, agree to 
it. The captain thinking.it dangerous, as well as 
absurd, to renew firing in the midst of the Dutch 
fleet, continued his course ; and, for that neglect of 
orders, was committed to the Tower. 

This incident, however, furnished Downing with 
a new article to increase those vain pretences, on 
which it was purposed to ground the intended rup- 
ture. The English court delayed* several months 
before they conlplained ; lest, if the/ had demanded 
satisfaction more early, the Dutch might have had 
time to grant it. Even when Downing delivered 
his memoiHal, he was bound by his instructions not 
to accept ot any satisfaction alter a certain number 

of 



AtA HISTORY OR GREAT BRITAIN. 

c H A^. of dRys ; a very imperious manner of negotiating, 
and impracticable in Holland, where the forma of 
the republic render delays absolutely unavoidable. 
An answer, however, though refused by Downing, 
was sent over to Loudon with an ambassador ex- 
traordinary, who had orders to use every expedient 
that might give satisfaction to the court of England. 
That court replied, that the answer of the Holland- 
er^ was ambiguous and obscure ; but they would not 
specify the articles or expressions which were liable 
tot that objection. The Dutch ambassador .desired 
the English ministry to draw the ^answer in what 
terms they pissed, and he engaged to sign it. The 
English ministry replied, that it was not their busi- 
ness to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambassa- 
dor brought them the^draught of an article, and 
asked them whether it were satisfactory : The Eng- 
lish answered that, when he had signed and delivered 
it,'4fhey would tell' him their mind concerning it. 
The Dutchman resolved to sign it at a venture; and 
on his demanding a new audience, a«ji hour was ap- 
pointed for that purpose : But when he attended, 
the English refused to enter upon hnsincss, and 
told him, that the season for negotiatihg'Was now 
past.*^ * 

1672. Long and frequent prorogations were made of 
the parliament ; lest the houses Should declare them- 
selves with vigour against counsels so opposite to 
the inclination as well as interests of the public. 
Could we suppose that Charles, in his alliance against 
Holland, really meant the good of his people, that 
measure must pass, for an extraordinary, nay, a 
romantic strain of patriotism, which could lead 
him, in spite of all dilficulties, and even in spite of 

•- c 

•* England^ Appeal, p. 22. This year, on the of Nov^ber, died, 
in bis rfi treat, and in the 60tb yeiar of his age, 'rhomos Lord Fairfax, who 
perfonned niany great actions, without being a memorable personage, and 
allowed himself to be carried into many criminal enterprises, with the 
be^t and most upright inteiifk>ns. Ilis daughter and heir„was married to 
George Vilhers, Duke of Buckingham. 

themselves, 



CHAllJLBSWL 




473 


themselves* te seek the welfare of the nation. But c 9 a p. 
every step which he took in this affair, became a proof 
to all men of penetration, that the present war was 
intended against the religion and liberties of his own 
subjects, even more than, against 'the Dutch themr 
selves. He now acted in everjr thing, as if he were 
already an absolute monarch, and was never more to 
' lie under the control of national assemblies. 

The long prorogations of parliament, if they 
freed the King from the importunate remonstrances 
of that assembly, were, however, attended with this 
inconveuience, tljat no money could b^ procured to 
carry on the military preparations against Holland. 

Under pretence bf maintainipg the triple league, 
which at that very time he had firmly resolved to 
break, Charles had obtained h large supply from the 
commons ; but this monejf was soon exhausted by 
debts and expenses. France had stipulated to pay 
two hundred thousand pounds a- year during the war ; 
but that supply was inconsiderable, compared to the 
immense chargo of the English navy*. It seemed as 
yet premature to venture on levying irroney, without 
consent of parliam'ent; since tile power of taxing 
themselve^ was the privilege, of which the English 
were, with reason, particularly jealous, Sothe other 
resource must be, fallen on. The King had declared, 
that the staff of treasurer was ready for any one that 
could find an expedient for supplying the present 
necessities. Shaftesbury dropped a hint to Clifford, 
which the latter immediately seized, and carried to 
the King, who granted him the promised reward, to- 
gether with a peerage. This expedient was the 
shutting up of the exchequer, and the retaining of 
all the paymerfts which should be made into it. 

It had been usual for the bankers to carry thejr 2d.ian. 
money to the Exchequer, and to advance it upon 
security of the funds, by which they were afterwards * “ ' 
reimbursed- when the money was levied on the 
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public. The bankers, by this traffic, got eight, some- 
times ten, per cent, for sums which either had been 
consigned to them without interest, or which they 
had borrowed at six per cent. : Profits which they 
dearly paid for by this egregious breach of public 
faith. The measure ' was so suddenly taken, that 
none had warning of the danger. A general confu- 
sion prevailed in the city, followed by the ruin of 
many. The bankers stopped payment; the mer- 
chants could answer no bills ; distrust took place 
every where,, with a stagnation of commerce, by 
which the public was universally affected. And men, 
full of dismal apprehensions, asked each other, what 
must be the scope of those mystei'ious counsels, 
whence the parliament and all men of honour were 
excluded, and which commenced by the forfeiture 
of public credit, and an open violation of the most 
solemn engagements, both foreign and domestic. 

.^NOTiimi measure of the court contains some- 
thing laudable, when considered in itself; but if wc 
reflect on the motive whence it proceeded, as well 
as the time when it was embraced, it will 'furnish a 
strong proof of the arbitrary and dangerous coun- 
sels pursued at present by the King and his'’ministry. 
Charles'rcsolved to make use of his supreme power 
in ecclesiastical matters ; a power, he said, which 
was not only inherent in him, ’but which had been 
recognized by several acts of parliament. By virtue 
of this authority, he issued a proclamation, sus- 
pending the penal laws enacted against all non-con- 
formists or recusants whatsoever ; and granting to 
the protestant dissenters the public exercise of their 
religion, to the catholics the exercise of it in private 
houses. A fruitless experiment, of'this kind, op- 
posed by the pafliament, and retracted by the King, 
had already been made a few years after the resto- 
ration; but Charles expected, that the parliament, 
whenever it should meet, would now be tamed to 
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greater submission, and would no longer dare to con- 
trol his measures. Meanwhile, the dissenters, the 
most inveterate enemies of the courts were mollified 
by the:^ indulgent maxims ; and the catholics, under 
their shelter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws 
had hitherto allowed them. * 

At the same time, the act of navigation was sus- 
pended by royal will and pleasure: A measure 
which, though a stretch of prerogative, seemed use- 
ful to commerce, while all the seamen were ejnployed 
on board the royal navy. , A like suspension had 
been grunted, doling the first Dutch '^ar, and was 
not much remarked ; because men^had, at that 
time, entertained* less jealousy of the crown. A 
proclamation was also issued, containing rigorous 
clauses in favour of pressii% : Another full of me- 
Jiaces against those who presumed to speak uuduti- 
fuily of His Majesty’s measure^, and even against 
those who heard such discourse, unless they in- 
formed in due time against the offenders : Another 
against importing or vending any Sort of painted 
earthen vlkire, “ except those of Chifla, upon pain 
“ of being gijievousfy fined, and s’uffering the utmost 
“ punishment, which miglit be lawfully indicted 
“upon contemners of his Majesty's royal* autho- 
“ rity.” An army. had been levied ; and it was found 
that discipline could not be Enforced without the 
exercise of martial law ; which was therefore esta- 
blished by order of council, though contrary to the 
petition of right. All these acts of power, how lit- 
tle important soever in themselves, savoured strongly 
of arbitrary government, and were nowise suitable 
to that legal adfninistration, which the parliament, 
after such violbnt convulsions and civil wars, had 
hoped to have established in the kin|;dom.* 

It may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper 
refused to affix the great seal to the declaration for 
suspending the penal laws; and was for 'that reason, 
though under other pretences.* removed from hi» 
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ofBoe. Sbuftesbury was madef chaneeilor ifthis place ; 
and thus anotheif member of the Cabal received the 
r«f#ard of his counsels. 

Foketgn transactions kept pace with thfese do- 
mestic occurrences* Am attempt, before the de- 
claration of war, was made oh the Dutch Smyrna 
fleet by Sir Robert Holmes. This fleet consisted of ^ 
seventy sail, valued at a million and a half ; and the 
hopes of seizing so rich a prey had been a great 
motive for engaging Charles in the present war, 
and he had considered that capture as a principal 
resource fof supporting his military enterprises. 
Holmes, with t nine frigates and three yachts, had 
orders to go on this command*; and he passed 
Sprague in the channel, who was returning with a 
squadron from a cruize in the , Mediterranean. 
Sprague informed him of the near approach of the 
Hollanders, and had not Holmes, from a desire 
of engrossing the honour and profit of the enter- 
prise, kept the secret of his orders, the conjunction 
of these squadrons had rendered the success infal- 
lible. When* Holmes approached the B>utch, he 
put on an amicable appearance, and invited the 
Admiral, Van Ness, who commanded the convoy, to 
come oh board of him : One of his captains gave 
a like insidious invitation to the rear-admiral. But 
these officers were bn their guard. They had re- 
ceived an intimation of the hostile intentions of the 
English, and had already put all the ships of war 
and merchant-men in an excellent posture of de- 
fence. Three times were they valiantly assailed by 
ffiie English ; and as often did they valiantly defend 
themselves. In the .third attack one of the Dutch 
Ships of war was taken ; and three ’or four of their 
most inconsiderable nierchant-men fell into the ene- 
my’s hands. The rest, fighting with skill and 
courage, continued their course ; and, favoured by 
a mist, got safe into their own harbours. This at- 
tempt is denominated perfidious and piratical by the 

Dutch 
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Dutch writers, and even by many of the English^ It 
merits at least the appellation of irregular ; and, as it 
had been attended with bad success, it brought double 
shame lipon the contrivers. The English ministry 
endeavoured to apologize for the action, by pretend- 
ing that it was a casual rencouAter, arising from the 
obstinacy of the Dutch, in refusing the honours of 
*’the flag : But the contrary was so well known, that 
even Holmes himself had not the assurance to pQT'- 
sist ill this asseveration. , 

Till this incident the States, notwithstanding all 
the mens},ccs and ^preparations of the English, never 
believed them thoroughly in earnes!^; and had al- 
ways expected that the affair would terminate, either 
in some demands of money, or in some proposals 
for the advancement of the Prince of Orange. The 
French themselves had never much reckoned on 
assistance from England ; and scarcely could believe 
that their ambitious projects would, contrary to 
every maxim of honour and policy, be forwarded by 
that power whioh was most interested, and most able 
to opposrtthera. But Charles was too far advanced 
to retreat. H.e imihediately issiled a declaration of 
war agairiht* the Dutch ; and surely reasons more 
false and frivolous never were employed tcf justify 
a flagrant violation of treaty. Some complaints are 
there made of injuries done to the East-lndia Com- 
pany, which yet that company disavowed : The 
detention of some English in Surinam is mentioned ; 
though it appears that these persons had voluntarily 
remained there: The refusal of a Dutch fleet, on 
their own coasts, to strike to an English yacht, is 
much aggravated : And to pipce up all these pre- 
tensions, some abusive pictures are mentioned, and 
represented as a ground of quarrdl. The Duteji 
were long at a loss what to make of tliis article ; till 
it was discovered, that a portrait of Cornelius de 
Wit, brother to the pensionary, painted* by order of 
certain magistrates of Dort, and hung up in a 
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C HA.P. chamber of the town-house, had given occasion to 
the complaint. In the perspective of this portrait, 
the painter had drawn some ships on fire in a har- 
bour. This was construed to be Chatham-, where 
De Wit had really distinguished himself, and had 
acquired honour ; bat little did he imagine, that, 
while the insult itself, committed in open war, had 
so long been forgiven, the picture of it should draw 
such severe vengeance upon his country. The con- 
clusion of this manifesto, where the King still pro- 
fessed his resolution of^adhering to the triple alli- 
ance, was of a piece with the rest qf it. 

Lewis’s dec,',aration of war contained more dignity, 
if undisguised violence and injustice could merit that 
appellation. He pretended only, that the behaviour 
of the Hollanders had' been such, that it did not 
consist with his glory any longer to bear it. That 
monarch’s preparations were in great forwardness ; 
and his ambition was flattered with the most pro- 
mising views of success. Swedenwas detached from 
the triple league : The Bishop of Munster was en- 
gaged by the payment of subsidies to take#part with 
France ; The Elector of Cologne had entered into 
the same alliance ; and having consigned Bonne 
and other towns into the hands of Lewis, magazines 
were there erected ; and it was from tliat quarter 
that France purposed to invade the United Provin- 
ces. The standing force of that kingdom amounted 
to a hundred and eighty thousand men ; and 
with more than one half of this great army was the 
French King now approaching to the Dutch fron- 
tiers. The order, economy, and industry of Col- 
bert, equally subseryient to the ambition of the 
Prince and happiness of the people, furnished un- 
Cijchausted treasures : These, employed by the un- 
relenting vigilance of Louvois, supplied every mi- 
litary preparation, and facilitated all the enterprises 
of the army; Cond^, Turenne, seconded by Luxem- 
bourg, Crequi, and •^the most renowned" generals of 

the 
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the age, conducted this army, and by their conduct 
and reputation inspired courage into every one. The 
monarch himself, surrounded with a brave nobility, 
animated his troops by the prospect of reward, or, 
what was more valued, .by the hopes of his appro- 
bation. The fatigues of war" gave no interruption 
to gaiety : Its dangers furnished matter for glory : 
And in no enterprise did the genius ol‘ that gallant 
and polite people ever break out with more dis.tin- 
guished lustre. 

TnojjG’n De Wit’s intelligence in. foreign courts 
was not equal to the vigilance of his domestic admi- 
nistration) he Had, long before, reci^ived many sur- 
mises of this fatal confederacy '; but he prepared not 
for defence so early, or with such industry, as the 
danger required. A union’of England with France 
was evidently, lie saw, destructive to the interests of 
fhe former kingdom ; and, therefore, overlooking, or 
ignorant of the humours and secret views of Charles, 
he concluded it impossible, that such pernicious pro- 
jects could e'ler really be carried into execution. 
Secure in this fallacious reasoning, ’he allowed the 
republic to reinaiil too long in tliat defenceless situ- 
ation, irilo*which many concurring accidents had 
conspired to throw her. 

By a continued and successful application to com- 
merce, the people* were become unwarlike, and 
confided entirely for their defence in that mercenary 
army, which they maintained. After the treaty of 
Westphalia, the Statds, trusting to their peace with 
Spain, and their alliance with France, had broken a 
great part of this army, and did not support with 
sufficient vigilance the discipline of the troops which 
remained. When the aristocratic party prevailed, 
it was thought prudent to dismis# many of the pld 
experienced officers, who were devoVed to the house 
of Orange ; and their place was supplied by raw 
youths, the sons or kinsmen of burgomasters, by 
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Cii APv. whose interest the party was supported. These new 
offieers, relying on the credit of their friends and 
family, neglected their military duty ; and some of 
them, it is said, were even allowed to serve by de- 
puties, to whom they assigned a small part of their 
pay. During the wai* with England, all the forces 
of that nation had been disbanded: Lewis’s invasion 
of Flanders, followed by the triple league, occasion- 
ed the dismission of the French regiments : And the 
[dace of these troops, which had ever had a chief 
share in the honour and IJortune of all the wars in 
the Low Countries, had not been , supplied by any 
new levies. 

De W it, sensible of this dangerdus situation, and 
alarmed by the reports which came from all quar- 
ters, exerted himself to s’upply those defects, to which 
it was not easy of a sudden to provide a suitable 
remedy. But every proposal, which he could 
make, met with opposition from the Orange party, 
now become extremely formidable. The long 
and uncontrolled administration of 'this statesman 
had begotten envy : The present incidents roused 
up his enemies and opponents, who ascribed to his 
misconduct alone the bad situation of the republic : 
And, above all, the popular atfection to the young 
Ib'ince, which had so long been held in violent 
constraint, and had thence acquired new acces.sion 
of force, began to display itself, and to threaten 
the commonwealth with some great convulsion. 
William I II., ‘Prince of Orange, was in the twenty- 
second year of his age, and gave strong indications 
of those great qualities, by which his life was after- 
wards so much distinguished. De Wit himself, by 
giving him an excellent education, ahd instructing 
him in all* the ^principles of government and sound 
[jolicy, had generously contributed to make his rival 
formidable. Dreading the precarious situation of 
his own party, he was always resolved, he said, by 
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conveying to the Prince the knowledge of affairs, to 
render him capable of Serving his country, if any 
future emergence should ever throw the administra- 
tion into his hands. The conduct of William had 
hitherto been extremely Jaudablci Notwithstanding 
his powerful alliances with Bnglaud and Branden- 
burg, he had expressed his resolution of depending 
entirely on the States for his advancement; and the 
whole tenor of his behaviour suited extremely the 
genius of that people. Silent and thoughtful ; given 
to hear .and to inquire ; of a sound and steady un- 
derstanding ; firm in what he once revived, or once 
denied slrongli^ intent on business, little on plea- 
sure ; By these virtues he engaged ?lie attention of 
all men. And the people, sfensible that they owed 
their liberty, and very existence, to his family, and 
remembering, that his great uncle, Maurice, had been 
able, even in more early youth, to defend them against 
the exorbitant power of Spairt, were desirous of 
raising this Prince to all the authority of his ances- 
tors, and hopccl, from his valour and conduct alone, 
to receive protection against those imminent dangers 
with which they were at presei>t threatened. 

WHiLwthese two powerful factions struggled for 
superiority, every scheme for defence was apposed, 
every project retarded. What was determined with 
difficulty, was ekeewted withoiit vigour. Levies in- 
deed were made, and the aj-my completed to seventy 
thousand men ' : The Prince was appointed both 
general and admiral ofi the commonwealth, and the 
whole military power was put into his hands. But 
new troops could not of a sudden acquire discipline 
and experience : And the partisans of the Prince 
were still unsatisfied, as long*as the ‘perpetual edict, 
so it was called, remained in force ; by» which he 
was excluded from the Stadtholdemhip, and frxhm 
all share in the civil administration. 
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It had always been the maxim of Pe Wit’s party 
to cultivate naval afi'airs with extreme care, and to 
give the fleet a preference above the army, which 
they represented as the object of an unreasonable 
partiality in the Princes of Orange. The two vio- 
lent wars, which had of late been waged with Eng- 
land, had exercised the valour, and improved the 
skill of the sailors. And, above all, De Ruyter, the 
greatest sea-commander of the age, was closely con- 
nected with the Louvestein party ; and every one 
was disposed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey 
him. The equipment of the fleet was therefore 
hastened by De Wit ; in hopes thilt, by striking at 
first a successJiul blow, he might inspire courage 
into the dismayed States, and support his own de- 
clining authority. Hciseems to have been, in a 
peculiar manner, incensed against the English ; and 
he resolved to take revenge on them for their con- 
duct, of which, h6 thought, he himself and his 
country had such reason to complain. By the ofler 
of a close alliance for mutual defence, they had 
seduced the republic to quit the alliance France ; 
but no sooner had she embraced these measures, than 
they formed leagues for her dcstructioii, • with that 
very porver which they had treacherously engaged 
her to offend. In the midst of full peace, nay 
during an intimate union, the-y attacked her com- 
merce, her only means of subsistence ; and, moved 
by shameful rapacity, had invaded that property, 
which, from^ a reliance on • their faith, they had 
hoped to find unprotected and defenceless. Con- 
trary to their own ^manifest interest, as well as to 
their honour, they still retained a malignant re- 
sentment for her successful conclusion of the for- 
mer war;- a war which had, at first, sprung from 
tlieir own wanton insolence and- ambition. To 
repress so dangerous an enemy, would, De Wit 
imagined, give peculiar pleasure, and contri- 
bute to the future security of his country, 

whose 



CHARLES II. 

whose prosperity was sp much the object of general 
envy. 

Actuated by like motives and views, De Ruyter 
put to*sea with a formidable fleet, consisting of ninety- 
one ships of war and forty-fouy^" fife-ships. Cornelius 
de Wit was on board, as deputy from the States. 
They sailed in cpiest of the English, who were under 
the command of the Duke of York, and who had 
already joined the French under Mareschal d’Etrfes. 
The comljined fleets lay at Solebay in a very negli- 
gent i)«sture ; and Sandv^ich, being an experienced 
officer, •ha.d give,n the Duke warning Sf the danger ; 
but received, it is said, such an answer as intimated, 
that there was more of caution than of courage in his 
apprehensions. U pon the appearance of the enemy, 
everyone ran .to his post \vith precipitation, and 
many ships were obliged to cut their cables, in order 
to be in readiness. Sandwich commanded the van ; 
and though determined to conquer or to perish, he 
so tempered his courage with prudence, that the 
whole fleet w^as'visibly indebted to ITim for its safety. 
He hastc^ied out of the bay, w'hcre it'had been easy 
for De Ruyter witfi his flre-ships to have destroyed 
the combined fleets, which were crowded together ; 
and by this wise measure gave time to the*Duke of 
York, who coinqianded the main body, and to Ma- 
reschal d’Etrees, adiniral of the rear, to disengage 
themselves. He himself meanwhile rushed into battle 
with the Hollanders ; and by presenting himself to 
every danger, had drawn upon him aH the bravest 
of the enemy. He killed Van Ghent, a Dutch ad- 
miral, and beat off his ship : He sunk another ship, 
which ventured to lay him abpard : He sunk three 
fire ships, whith endeavoured to grapple with him : 
And though his vessel was torn in ffiecesVith shqt, 
and of a thousand men she containea, near six hun- 
dred were laid dead upon the deck, he continued still 
to thunder with all Ids artillery in the *midst of the 
enemy. But another fire-ship.*more fortunate than 
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chap. th6 plreceding, having laid hold of his vessel, her de- 
Lxv. struction was now inevitable. Warned by Sir Ed- 
jgyj ward Haddock, his captain, he refused to ^ make 
Sandwich his escape, and bravely embraced death as a shelter 
killed. from that ignominy, \yhich a rash expression of the 
Duke’s, he thought, had thrown upon him. 

During this fierce engagement with Sandwich, 
De Ruyter remained not inactive. He attacked the 
Duke of York, and fought him with such fury for 
above two hours, that, of two and thirty actions, in 
which that admiral had been engaged, he declared 
this combat to be the most obstinately disputed. 
The Duke’s sMp was so shattered, that he was ob- 
liged to leave her, and remove his Hag to another. 

His squadron was overpowered with numbers; till 
Sir Joseph Jordan, who liad succeeded to Sandwich’s 
command, came to his assistance ; and the fight, 
being more equally balanced, was continued till 
night, when the Dutch retired, and were not fol- 
lowed by the English. The loss sustained by the 
fleets of the two^ maritime powers whs nearly equal, 
if it did not rather jail more hea,vy on thef English. 
The French suffered very little, because they had 
scarcely, been engaged in the action ; and as this 
backwardness is not their national character, it was 
concluded that they had received secret orders to 
spare their ships, while the Dutch and English 
should weaken each other by their mutual animosity. 
Almost all the other actions during the present war 
tended to cohfirm this suspicion. 

It might be deemed honourable for the Dutch 
to have fought with some advantage the combined 
ffeets of two such powerful nations; but nothing less 
than a complete victory could serve 'the purpose of 
De Wit, or saye his country from those calamities, 
which from every quarter threatened to overwhelm 
her. He had expected that the French would 
^ake their attack on the side of Maestricht, which 
well fortified, and provided with a godd garrison , 
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but Lewis, taking advantage of his alliance with chap. 
Cologne, resolved to ihvade the enemy on that ''ixv. 
frontier, which he knew to be more feeble and de- ' j 
fenceless. The armies of that elector and those of 
Munster, appeared on tlje other side of the Rhine, 
and divided the force and attention of the States. 

The Dutch troops, too weak to defend so extensive 
a frontier, were scattered into so many towns, that 
no considerable body remained in the field ; and a 
strong garrison was scarcely to be found in any for- 
• tress. ,L6wis passed the Meuse at Viset ; and lay- hui M.iy. 
ing siege to Orsoi, a town'of the elector of Branden- •’■■ogress 
burgh’s, but gafrisoned by the Dutdi, he carried it Prendi. 
in three days. Me divided his army, and invested 
at once Burik, Wesel, Emerick, and Rhimberg, four 
places regularly fortified, and not unprovided with 
troops ; In a few days all these places were surren- 
dered. A general astonishment had seized the Hol- 
landers, from the combinatiofi of such powerful 
Princes against the rep,ublic ; and no where was re- 
sistance made,»siiitablc to the anciont glory or pre- 
sent greatness of the state. Governors without ex- 
perience commanded troops without discipline ; and 
despair ha’d universally extinguished that sense 
of honour, by which alone, men, in sucl> danger- 
ous extremities, can be animated to a valorous de- 
fence. ’ • • 

Lewis advanced to the banks of the Rhine, which 2d .•une. 
he prepared to pass. To all the other calamities 
of the Dutch was added the extreme (Jrought of the 
season, by which the greatest rivers were much di- 
minished, and in some places rendered fordable. 

The French cavalry, animated by the presence of 
their Prince, full of impetuous courage, but ranged 
in exact order, flung themselves into the riyer : The 
infantry passedun boats : A few regiments of Dutfcb 
appeared on the other side, who were unable to 
make resistance. And thu.s was executed, without 
. , danger, 
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CJJAP, danger, but not without glory, the passage of the 
Rhine; so much celebrated, at that time, by the 
77^ flattery of the French courtiers, and transmitted to 
posterity by the more durable flattery of- their 
poets. 

Each success addld courage to the conquerors, 
and struck the vanquished with dismay. The 
Prinee of Orange, though prudent beyond his age, 
was but newly advanced to the command, unac- 
quainted with the army, unknown to them ; and all 
men, by reason of the violent factions whiqh pre- 
vailed, were •uncertain of the authority on which 
they must depend. It was cxpectid, that the fort 
of Skink, famous for the sieges w hich it had for- 
merly sustained, would meike some resistance ; but 
it yielded to Turenne 'in a few days. Tlie same 
general made him.self master of Arnlieim, Knotzem- 
bourg, and Nimeguen, as soon as he a])peared be- 
fore them. Doesboiirg at the same time opened its 
gates to Lewis ; Soon after, JHarderwic, Amersfort, 
Campen, Rhenen, Viane, Elberg, Zwol, Cuilemberg, 
Wageninguen,' Lochem, Woerden, fell ^into the 
enemies’ hands. Groll and Deventer surrendered 
to the Mareschal Luxembourg, who bo'.nmanded 
the troo'ps of Munster. And every hour brwight 
to the states news of the rapid progress of the 
French, and of the cowardly defence of their own 
garrisons. 

Tjie Prince of Orange, witli his small and dis- 
couraged arnjy, retired into the province of Hol- 
land ; where he expected, from the natural strength 
of the country, since all human art and courage 
failed, to be able to make some resistance. The 
town and province of' Utrecht sent -deputies, and 
surfendered themselves to Lewis. Naerden, a 
j)lhce within three leagues of Amsterdam, was 
seized by the Marquis of Rochfort, and, had 
he pushed en to Muyden, he had easily gotten 

« [lossession 
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possession of it. Fourteen stragglers of his army ^hap. 
having appeared before *the gates of that town, the 
magistrates sent them tlie keys ; but a servant maid, 
who wms alone in the castle, having raised the draw- 
bridge, kept them from, taking possession of that 
fortress. The magistrates afterwards, finding the 
party so weak, made them drunk, and took the 
keys from them. Muyden is so near to Amster- 
dam, tliat its cannon may infest the ships which 
enter that' city. 

• Lewjs tvith a splendid court made a solemn entry 2.5* June, 
into Utrecht, full of gloVy, because* every where 
attended 'with Success ; though moje owing to the 
cow'ardice and misconduct of' his enemies, than to 
his own valour or prudence. Three provinces w^ere 
already in his hands, Guelderlaud, Overyssel, and 
Utrecht; Groifinghen was threatened: Friezeland 
\t'as exposed : 'Phe only difficulty lay in Holland and 
Zealand; and the monarch deliberated concerning 
the proper measures fo.r reducing them. Conde and 
Turenne exho¥ted him to dismande all the towns 
which had taken, except a few -f and fortifying 
his main army by the garrisons, put himself in a 
condition oY pushing his conquests. Louvois, hoping 
that the other provinces, weak and dismayed, would 
prove an easy prey, advised him to keep possession 
of places which'might afterwards serve to retain the 
people in subjection. Hjs counsel was followed ; 
though it w'as found, soon after, to have been the 
most impolitic. • . 

Meanwhile the people throughout the republic, Conster- 
instead of collecting a noble indignation against the 
haughty conqueror, discharged their rage upon Dutch, 
their own unliappy minister, *>n whose prudence and 
integrity every one formerly bestowed the merited 
applause : The* bad condition of tht* armies was faid 
to his charge : The ill choice of governors was as- 
cribed to his partiality : As irstances* of cowardice 
, . multiplied, 
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c H A multiplied, treachery was suspected ; and his former 
connexions with France being remembered, the po- 
1678, pulace believed, that he and his partisans had now 
combined to betray them to their most mortal enemy. 
The Prince of Orange, notwithstanding his youth 
and inexperience, wad' looked on as the only saviour 
of the state ; and men were violently driven by their 
fears into his party, to which they had always been 
led, by favour and inclination. 

Am.st£h BA Malone seemed to retain some courage; 
and by forming a regular plan of defence, en- 
deavoured to infuse spirit into the other cities. The 
magistrates obliged the burgesses io keep a strict 
watch : The populace, whom want of employment 
might engage to mutiny, were maintained by regular 
pay, and armed for the defence of the public. Some 
ships, which lay useless in the harbour, were refitted, 
and stationed to guard the city ; And the sluices be- 
ing opened, the neighbouring country, without re- 
gard to the damage sustained, was laid under water. 
All the provinces followed the example, and scru- 
pled not, in this extremity, to restore tof the sea 
those fertile fields, vdiich with great art and expense 
had been won from it. ' *' 

The S’lates were assembled, to consider whether 
any means were left to save the remains of their 
lately flourishing, and now distressed commonwealth. 
Though they were surrounded with waters, which 
barred all access to the enemy, their deliberations 
were not coivlucted with that tranquillity, which 
could alone suggest measures proper to extricate 
them from their present difficulties. The nobles 
gave their vote, that^ provided their religion, li- 
berty, and sovereignty, could be saved, every thing 
else. should"withotit scruple be sacrificed to the con- 
queror. Elevefl towns concurred in the same senti- 
ments. Amsterdam singly declared against all treaty 
with insolcift and triumphant enemies : But, 

notwithstanding 
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notwithstanding that opposition, ambassadors were i 
despatched to implore the pity of the two combined 
monarchs. It was resolved to sacrifice to Lewis, 
Maestricht, and all the frontier towns which lay 
without the bounds of the seven 'provinces ; and to 
pay him a large sum for the charges of the war. 

Lewis deliberated with his ministers Louvois and 
Pomponne, concerning the measures which he should 
embrace in the present emergence ; and fortunately 
for Europe, ho still preferred the violent councils of 
the former. He offered^ to evacuate, his conquests, 
on coi\diJ.ion tb^at all duties lately itflposed on the 
commodities of France .should be jjj^ken off : That 
the public exercise of the Runiish religion should be 
permitted in the United Provinces ; the churches 
shared with th^catholics ; arid their priests maintained 
Jiy appointments from the States : That all the 
frontier towns of the republic, should be yielded to 
him, together with Nimeguen, Skink, Knotzem- 
bourg, and tliat part of Guelderland which lay on 
the other sidd of the Rhine ; as likewise the isle of 
Bomme% that of Voorn, the fortress *of St. And«5w, 
tho.se of T^iouvesfein and Crevecoour : That the 
States should pay him the sum of twenty millions of 
livres for the charges of the war : That thBy should 
evety year sentj him a solemn embassy, and present 
him with a golden 'medal, as* an acknowledgement 
that they owed to him the* preservation of that liber- 
ty, which, by the assistance of his predecessors, they 
had formerly acquired : And that they should give 
entire satisfaction to the King of England: And be 
allowed them but ten days fer the acceptance of 
these demands. 

The ambassadors sent to London met with still 
worse reception : No minister waif alloufed to treat 
with them; arid they were retained in a kind of 
confinement Rut, notwithstanding this rigorous 
conduct oi’ the court, the presence hf the Dutch 
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c 11 A ambassadors excited the sentiments of tender com- 
■ passion, and even indignation, among the people in 

’ general, especially among those who could foresee 

the aim and result of those dangerous counsels. The 
two most powerful monarolis, they said, in Europe, 
the one by land, the 6ther by sea, have, contrary to 
the faith of solemn treaties, combined to exterminate 
an illustrious republic: What a dismal prospect docs 
thgir success afford to the neighbours of the one, 
and to the.subjects of the other? Charles had formed 
the triple league, in order to restrain the. power" 
of France : A*^sure proof that he does not now err 
from ignoranc|?i. lie had conrteid and obtained 
the applauses of his ppople by thdt wise measure : 
As he now adopts contrary counsels, he must surely 
expect by their means to render himself independent 
of his people, whose sentiments are become so indif- 
ferent to him. During the entire submission of the 
nation, and dutiful behaviour of the parliament, 
dangerous projects, wdthout provocation, are formed 
to reduce them to subjection; and *all the foreign 
interests of the people are sacrificed in (f\ler the 
more surely to bereave them of their domestic liber- 
ties. Lest any instance of freedom should remain 
within their view, the United Provinces, the real 
barrier of England, must be abandoned to the most 
dangerous enemy of England ; "and by an universal 
combination of tyranny against laws and liberty, all 
mankind, who have retained, in any degree, their 
precious, though hitherto pr'ecarious, birthrights, 
are for ever to submit to slavery and injustice. 

Though the fear -of giving umbrage to his con- 
federate had engaged , Charles to treat the Dutch 
ambassadors with such rigour, he was not altogether 
w ithout unfeasine^s, on account of the rapid and un- 
expected progress of the French armls. Were Hol- 
land entirely conquered, its whole commerce and 
naval force, ht perceived, must become an accession 
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to France ; the Spanish Low Countries must soon chap. 
follow ; and Lewis, no'W independent of his ally, 
would no longer think it his interest to support him — ““ 
against his discontented subjects. Charles, though 
he never carried his attention to very distant conse- 
quences, could not but foresee these obvious events; 
and, though incapable of envy or jealousy, he was 
touched with anxiety, when he found every thing 
yield to the French arms, while such vigorous^ re- 
sistance \v^as made to his own. He sooii, dismissed 
. the Dpte'h ambassadors, lest they^ should cabal 
among his subjects, who' bore them* great favour: 

But he' s6nt ovfcr Buckingham and.^rlington, and 
soon after Lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with the 
French King, in the present prosperous situation of 
that monarch’s afli’airs. <> 

These ministers passed through Holland ; and, as 
ttiey were supposed to bring peace to the distressed 
republic, they were every where received with the 
loudest acclamations. , “ God bless the King of 
“ England ! God bless the Priace of Orange ! 

“ ConfH|ion to the States!’’ This w»as every wlmrc 
the cry of the populace. The ’ambassadors had se- 
veral coid’etenccs with the States and the Prince of 
Orange ; but made no reasonable advances towards 
an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, where 
they reiu'wed t’he league with Lewis, and agreed, 
that neither of the Kings. should make peace with 
Holland but by common consent. They next gave 
in their pretensions, of which the following ai*e the 
principal articles : That the Dutch should give up 
the honour of the flag, withoui the least reserve or 
limitation; nor should whole fleets, even on the coast 
of Holland, refuse to strike or low^er their top-sails 
to the smallest ship, carrying the Dritish*flag : That 
ail persons guiky of treason against* the King, or of 
writing seditious libels, should, on complaint, be 
banished for ever the dominion> of the States ; That 
the Dutch, should pay the Kmg a million sterling 

towards 
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towards the cliarges of the war, together with ten 
thousand pounds a-year, fhr jiermission to fish on 
the British seas : That they should share the In- 
dian trade with the English : That the Prfeice of 
Orange and his descendants should enjoy the sove- 
reignty of the United 'Provinces ; at least, that they 
should be invested with the dignities of Stadtholder, 
Admiral, and General, in as ample a manner as had 
eve,r been enjoyed by any of his ancestors : And that 
the Isle of Walcheren, the city and castle, of Sluis, 
together with, the isles of Cadsant, Gbr^e, and 
Vorne, should be put inlo the King’s hands, as a 
security for th^,perlbrmance of artiOles. 

The terms propo^d by Lewis "bereaved the re- 
public of all security against any invasion by land 
from France : Those demanded by Charles exposed 
them equally to an invasion by sea ‘from England: 
And when both were united, they appeared abso- 
lutely intolerable, and reduced the Hollanders, who 
saw no means of defence, to the utmost despair. 
What extremely* augmented their dis*tress, were the 
violent factions with which they continu^ to bo 
every where agitated. De Wit, too pertinacious in 
defence of his own system of liberty, while the very 
being of' the commonwealth was threatened, still 
persevered in opposing the repeal of the perpetual 
edict, now become the object of horror to the Dutch 
populace. Their rage at last broke all bounds, and 
bore every thing before it. They rose in an insur- 
rection at Dort, and by force ’constrained their bur- 
gomasters to sign the repeal, so much demanded. 
This proved a signal of a general revolt throughout 
all the provinces. 

At Amsterdam, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rotter- 
the people flew to arms, and, trampling un- 
der foot the adthority of their magistrates, obliged 
them to submit to the Prinee of Orange. They 
expelled ‘rofn their office such^as displeased them : 
Tilly required the Pdnee to appoint others in their 

place : 
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place: And, agreeably to the proceedings of the Vh.ap. 
populace in all ages, provided they might wreak 
their vengeance on their superiors, they expressed 
great Indifference for the protection of their civil 
liberties. 

The superior talents and virtues of De Wit made 
him, on this occasion, the chief object of envy, and 
exposed him to the utmost rage of popular preju- 
dice. Four assassins, actuated by no other motjve 
than mistaken zeal, had assaulted him in the streets, 

•and after giving him many wounds,, had left him 
for dead* , One of them was punished : The others 
were never questioned for the crimt'% His brother, 
Cornelius, who bad behaved with prudence and 
courage on board the fleet, was obliged by sickness 
to come ashore,; and he Was now confined to his 
house at Dort. Some assassins broke in upon him; 
and it was with the utmost diffipulty that his family 
and servants could repel their violence. At Amster- 
dam, the house of tho brave De Ruyter, the sole 
resource of thd distressed commonwealth, was sur- 
roundedlby the enraged populace ; ahd his wife and 
children were for some time exposed to the most 
imminent ‘danger. 

One Tichelaer, a barber, a man noted for in- 
famy, accused Cornelius de Wit of endeavouring by 
bribes to engage hiVn in the 'design of poisoning 
the Prince of Orange. The accusation, though at- 
tended with the most improbable, and even absux'd 
circumstances, was greedily received by the credu- 
lous multitude ; and Cornelius was cited before a 
court of judicature. The judges, either blinded by 
the same prejudices, or not d^^ring to oppose the 
popular torrent, condemned him to suffer the ques- 
tion. This man, who had bravely s’erved* his conp- 
try in war, and* who had been invested with tlxe 
highest dignities, was delivered into the hands of 
the executiimer, and tom in pieces by \he most in- 
human torments. Amidst the sevex-c agonies which he 

endured, 
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endured, he still made protestations of his innocence, 
and frequently repeated an ode of Horace, which 
contained sentiments suited to his deplorable con- 
dition : 

Juaturn et tenac^m propositi virum, &c. 

The judges, however, condemned him to lose his 
offices, and to be banished the commonwealth. The 
pensionary, who had not been terrified from per- 
forming the part of a kind brother and faithful friend 
during this prosecution, '•esolved not to desert him’ 
on account of the unmerited infancy which was en- 
deavoured to Vc thrown upon him^ He came to his 
brother’s prison, determined to accompany him to 
the place of his exile. ^ The signal was given to the 
populace. They rose in arms : They broke open 
the doors of the jirison ; they pulled out the two 
brothers ; and a thousand hands vied who should 
first be imbrued in their blood. Even tiicir death 
did not satiate^ the brutal" rage of the multitude. 
They exercised on the dead bodies of thos^ virtuous 

Which may he thus translated : 

The man, whose mind, on virtue bent. 

Pursues some greatly good intent, 

With undiverted aim, 

Serene beholds* the angry crowd ; 

Nor can tlieir elamou/s, tierce and loud, 

His stubborn honour lame. 

Not^^the proud tyrant’s fiercest threat. 

Nor storms, that from their dark retreat 
The lawless .surges wake ; 

Not Jove’s droad bolt that shake.s the pole, 

The tinner purpose of his soul 
With all its ]^ower can shake. 

Should Nature’s frame in ruins fall. 

And Chaos o’er the sinking ball 
lleshime primteval sway. 

His courage chance and fate defies, 

Nor feels the wreck of earth and skies 

Obstruct its destin’d way. • Blaokeockk. 

citizens. 
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citizens, indignities toci shocking to be recited ; andy chap. 
till tired with their own fury, they permitted not the LXV. 
friends of the deceased to approach, or to bestow on 
them the honours of a funeral, silpnt and unattended. 

Thk massacre of the 'De Wits put an end for the 
time to the remains of their party ; and all men, 
from fear, inclination, or prudence, concurred in 
expressing the most implicit obedience to the Prince 
of Orange. The republic, though half subdued by 
foreign fcirce, and as yet dismayed by its itiisfortunes, 
was nOw firmly united ujader one leader, and began 
to collecl; the Remains of its pristine* vigour. Wil- ^uc^tofthe 
liam, worthy of that heroic family^from which he Prince, 
sprang, adoptea sentiments*becoming the head of a 
brave and free people. He bent all his efforts against 
the public enemy : He sought not against his country 
any advantages which might be dangerous to civil 
liberty. Those intolerable conditions demanded by 
their insolent enemies, he exhorted the States to 
reject with scorn ; and by his acjvice they put an 
end to negotiations, which served oply to break the 
courag^of their fejlow-citizeus, ami delay the assist- 
ance of ,tl’*eir allies. He showed them, that the 
numbers and riches of the people, aided by the ad- 
vantages of situation, w'ould still be sufficient, if they 
abandoned not 41101)1861 ves to despair, to resist, at 
least retard, the progress of their enemies, and pre- 
serve the remaining provinces, till the other nations 
of Europe, sensible of the coninion danger, could 
come to their relief. He represented, that as envy 
at their opulence and liberty had produced this 
mighty combination against them, they would in 
vain expect by concessions to satisfy foes, whose pre- 
tensions were as little bounded by moderation as by 
justice. He exhorted them to remamber the gene- 
rous valour of their ancestors, who yet in the in- 
fancy of the state preferred liberty tcv every human 
consideration; and rousing ^their spirits to an 

VOL. vti. K K obstinate 



HISTORY OF* GREAT BRITAIN. 


498 
c n A p. 

LXV. 

1672. 


vobstinate defence, repelled ,all the power, riches, 
and military discipline of Spain. And he professed 
himself willing to tread in the steps of his illustrious 
predecessors, and hoped, that as they had honoured 
him with the same affection whieh their ancestors 
paid to the former Princes of Orange, they would 
second his efforts with the same constancy and 
manly fortitude. 

T?ik spirit of the young Prince infused itself into 
his hearers: Those who lately entertained thoughts 
of yielding their necks to subjection, were now 
bravely determined to resi.st the haughty victor, and 
to defend tlu)S(/4asL remains of their" native soil, of 
which neither the irruptions of l.,ewis, nor the inun- 
dation of waters, had as yet bereaved them. Should 
even the ground fail them on which thpy might com- 
bat, they were still resolved not to yield the gene- 
rous strife ; but flyiag to their settlements in the 
Indic.s, erect a now empire in those remote regions, 
and preserve alive, even in the climates of slavery, 
that liberty, of which Europe was become unworthy. 
Already they concerted measures for execu^ng this 
extraordinary resolution ; and found that, the vessels 
contained^ in their harbours could transport above 
two hundred thousand inhabitants to the East 
Indies. 

Till, combined Princes, finding at last some 
appearance of opposition,' bent all their efforts to 
seduce the Prince of Orange, ,on whose valour and 
conduct the fate of the commonwealth entirely de- 
pended. The sovereignty of the province of Hol- 
land was offered him,’ and the protection of England 
and France, to ensure him as well against the inva- 
sion of foreign' enemies, as the insurrection of his 
subjects. All proposals were generously rejected, 
and the Prince declared his resolution to retire into 
Germany, anj;! to pass his life in hunting on his 
lands ihere, rather than abandon the liberty of his 
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country, or betray the frust reposed in him. Wheiy chap. 
Buckingham urged the inevitable destruction which 


hung over the United Provinces, and asked him, 
whether he did not sec that the commonwealth was 


ruined? There is one 'certain means, replied the 
Prince, hij which I can he sitre never to see my coun- 
try s ruin; twill die in the last ditch. 

The people in Holland had been much incited 
to espouse the Princes’s party, by the hopes that the 
King of England, pleased with his nephew’s eleva- 
tion, would abandon thgse dangerous engagements 
into whiph he had entered, and wTould afford his 
protection to tile distressed re.publi% But all these 
hopes were soon found to be fallacious. Charles 
still persisted in his alliance with France; and the 
com billed flee approached’thc coast of H olland , with 
^n English army on board, commanded by Count 
Schomberg. It is pi’ctcnded .that an unusual tide 
carried them o.T the coast ; and that Providence thus 


interposed, in an extraordinary manner, to save the 
republic froniMie imminent danger to which it was 
expose^ Very tempestuous weather, it is certain, 
prevailed t^ll the rest of the season; and the com- 
bined llects either were blown to a distance, or durst 
not apfiroach a coast which might prove fatal to 
them. Lewis, .finding that his enemies gathered 
courage behind their inundations, and that no fiirther 
success was likely for the ^iresent to attend his arms, 
had retired to Versailjes. 

The other nations of Europe regarded the sub- 
jection of Holland as the forerunner of their own 
slavery, and retained no hopeS of defending thera- 
vselves, should such a mighty accession be made to 
the already exorbitant jiower of hhancii. The em- 
peror, though he lay at a distance, ayd was natufally 
slow in his undertakings, began to put himself in 
motion ; Brr.ndenburgh showed a dispysition to sup- 
port the States ; Spain had sent some forces to their 
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^assistance; and by the present efforts of the Prince 
of Orange, and the prospect of relief from their 
allies, a different face of affairs began already to 
appear. Groninghen was the first place that stopped 
the progress of the enemy : 'The Bishop of Munster 
was repulsed from before that town, and obliged to 
raise the siege with loss and dishonour. Naerden 
was attempted by the Prince of Orange ; but Mares- 
chalf Luxemburgh, breaking in upon his entrench- 
ments, with a sudden irruption, obliged him to 
abandon the enterprise. , 

There was ho ally on whom the Dutch .more I’e- 
lied for assistau'^fe, tlian the parliainent of England, 
which the King's neces<sities at last obliged liiin to 
assemble. The eyes of all men, both abroad and 
at home, were fixed on this session, which met after 
prorogations continued for near two years. It was 
evident how much the King dreaded the assembling 
of his parliament ; and the discontents universally 
excited by the bold ine-asureS entered into, both in 
foreign and domestic administration, had given but 
too just foundation for his apprehensions. 

The King however, in his speech, addressed them 
with all the ai)pearance of cordiality and confidence. 
He said, that he would have assembled them sooner, 
had he not been desirous to allow them leisure for 
attending their private affairs, as well as to give his 
people respite from taxes ami impositions : That, 
since their last meeting, he had been forced into a 
war, not only just but necessary ; necessary both for 
the honour and interest of the nation : That in order 
to have peace at home, while he had war abroad, 
he had issued his deckiration of indulgence to dis- 
senters, and had found many good effects to result 
from that measure: That he heard of some excep- 
tions which had been taken to this exercise ofpow’^er ; 
bat he v'^ould tell them plainly, that he was resolved 
to stick to his declaration; and would be much 

offended 
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offended at any contradiction : And that though c 

rumour had been spread, as ii the new levied army ^ 

had Ijpen intended to control law and property, he H373. 
regarded that jealousy as so frivolous, that he was 
resolved to augnient his forces next spring, and did 
not doubt but they would consider the necessity ol 
them in their supplies. The rest ol the business he 
left to the chancellor. 

Tkk chancellor enlarged on the same topics, »and 
added many extraordinary positions ot hife own. He 
told them, that the Holianders were the common 
enemies of all ^monarchies, especially that of Lug- 
land, their only .competitor lor comlaerce and naval 
power, and the sole obstacle* to their views ol attain- 
ing an universal empire, as extensive as that ot 
ancient Rome^. That, even during their present dis- 
tress and danger, they were so intoxicated with these 
ambitious projects, as to slight all treaty, nay, to 
I'efuse all cessation of hostilities : That the King, in 
entering on tips war, did no iiiorp than prosecute 
those n;^xinis which had engaged tl/c parliament to 
advise ^id approve of the last ;• and he might there- 
fore safely say, that it wets their war : That the 
States being the eternal enemies of England, both 
by interest and inclination, the parliament had wisely 
judged it necessary, to extirpjite them, and had laid 
it down as an eternal maxim, that ddenda c.st C nr- 
tha^o, this hostile government by all means is to be 
subverted: And that* though the Dutch pretended 
to have assurances that the parliamenl would liirnish 
no supplies to the King, he was conlident that this 
hope, in which they extremely trusted, would soon 
fail them. 

Before the commons entered upon business, 
there lay befoiic them an affair, which discovefcd, 
beyond a ])()ssibility of doubt, the arbitrary pro- 
jects of the King ; and the r.icasures^ taken upon it 
proved that the house was not at present n^i a 

disposition 
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CHAP.' disposition to submit to them. It had been thecon- 
stant undisputed practice, ever since the parliament 
1673 1604, for the house, in case of any vacatjcy, to 

issue out writsfor new elections ; and the chancellor, 
who, before that time,, had had some precedents in 
his favour, had ever afterwards abstained from all 
exercise of that authority. This indeed was one of 
the first steps which the commons had taken in es- 
tablishing and guarding their privileges; and no- 
thing could be more requisite than this prceaution, in 
order to prevent the clandestine issuing of writs, 
and to ensure a fair and free electi(),n. No One but 
so desperate a ^^linister as Shaftesbury, who had en- 
tered into a regular plati for reducing the people to 
subjection, could have entertained thoughts of 
breaking in upon a practice so reasonable and so 
well established, or could have hoped to .succeed in 
so bold an enterprise. Several members had taken 
their scats upon irregular writs issued by the chan- 
cellor; but the house was no sooner iissembled, and 
the speaker placed in the chair, than a mqHon was 
made against them ; and the members themselves 
had the modesty to withdraw. Their election was 
declared- null ; and new w'rits, in the usual form, 
were issued by the speaker. 

The next step taken by the commons had the 
appearance of some more complaisance ; but in 
reality proceeded from the same spirit' of liberty 
and independence. They entered a resolution, 
that, in order to supply llis Majesty’s extraordinary 
occasions, for that yvas the expression employed, 
they would grant eighteen months’ assessment, at 
the rate of 70,000 poVmds a month,, amounting in 
the whole to 1,260,000 pounds. Though unwilling 
to borne to a violent breach with the .King, they 
won Id not express the least approbation of the war; 
and they gave him the prospect of this supply, only 
tliat they might have permission to proceed 
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peaceably in the redress of the other grievances, of 
which they had such reason to complain. ^ 

grievance was more alarming, both on account 
of the secret views from whic.h it proceeded, and 
the consequences whidh might attend it, than the 
declaration of indulgence. *A remonstrance was im- 
mediately framed against that exercise of preroga- 
tive. The King defended his measui'c. The com- 
mons persisted in their opposition to it ; and •they 
represented that such a practice, if adnatted, might 
tend to interrupt the ^ee course of tlie laws, and 
alter tho legislative power, which had always been 
acknowledged ^to reside in .the King and the two 
houses. All men M'ere in •expectation with regard 
to the issue of this extraordinary att'air. The King 
seemed engaged in honour to support his measure ; 
.and in order to prevent all opposition, he had posi- 
tively declared that he would support it. The 
commons were obliged to persevere, not only be- 
cause it was jlishonodrable to be foiled where they 
could ^Icad such strong reasons, but also because, if 
the Ki^' prevailed in his pretqnsions, an end seemed 
to be pvt »to all the legal limitations of the constitu- 
tion. ,, 

It is evident that Charles was now come to that 
delicate crisis .whifh he ought at first to have fore- 
seen, when he embraced those desperate counsels ; 
and his resolutions, in s’uch an event, ought long 
ago to have been ejitirely fixed and determined. 
Besides his usual guards, he had an tirmy encamped 
at Blackhcath, under the command of Mareschal 
Schomberg, a foreigner ; and many of the officers 
were of the catholic religion. His ally, the French 
King, he might c xpect, would second fiim, il lurce 
became requisite ibr restraining Jiis discontented 
subjects, and supporting the measures which, by 
common consent, they had agreed tp pursue. Hut 
the Kin«' was startled, when he a\)proached so 

dangerous 
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I CHAP, dangerous a precipice as tha^ which lay before him. 

[ LXV. \pere violence once offered, there could be no return, 
' jgyg he saw, to mutual confidence and trust with his 
people ; the perils attending foreign succour^, es- 
pecially from so mighty a Prince, were sufficiently 
apparent ; and the success which his own arms had 
met with in the war, was not so great as to increase 
his authority, or terrify the malecontents from oppo- 
sition. The desire of power, likewise, which had 
engaged Charles in these precipitate measures, had 
less proceeded, we may observe, from ambition, than 
from love of ease. Strict limitations of the consti- 
tution rendered jfthe conduct of business complicated 
and troublesome; and it was impossible for him, 
without much contrivance and intrigue, to procure 
the money necessary fm* his pleasures, or even for 
the regular support of government. When the 
prospect, therefore, of such dangerous opposition 
presented itself, the same love of ease inclined him 
to retract what it seemed so 'difficult to maintain ; 
and his turn of hiind, naturally plianit and careless, 
made him find little objection to admeasure /vhich a 
more haughty Prince would have embraced with the 
utmost rejiuctance. That he might yield with the 
better grace, he asked the opinion of the house of 
peers, who advised him to cornply, with the com- 
|P«chra- mons. Accordingly the King sent for the declara- 
diTgencr with his own hands broke the seals. The 

pcSied. commons expressed the utmost satisfaction with 
’ this measure, ' and the most entire duty to his 

Majesty. Charles assured them that he would 
willingly pass any lavit offered him, which might tend 
to give them satisfaction in all their just grievan- 
ces. 

SitAFTESBUHY^ whcn he found the -King recede at 
once from so capital a point, which he had publicly 
declared hisresolution to maintain, concluded that all 
ichemes for enlarging royal authority were vanished, 
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and that Charles was utterly incapable of pursuing chap. 
such difficult and such hazardous measures. The 
parliament, he foresaw, might push their inquiries 
into those counsels, which were so generally odious ; 
and the King, from the same facility of disposition, 
might abandon his minister^ to their vengeance. 

He resolved, therefore, to make his peace in time 
with that party which was likely to predominate, 
and to atone for all his violences in favour of monar- 
chy, by l|ke violences in opposition to it. Never 
*turn was more sudden, or^less calculated to save ap- 
pearances. Immediately, he enterdU into all the 
cabals of the country party i and % discovered to 
tliem, perhaps magnified, the arbitrary designs of the 
court, in which he himself had borne so deep a share. 

He was received with open drms by that party, who 
stood in need of so able a leader; and no questions 
were asked with regard to his late apostacy. The 
various factions into which the nation had been 
divided, and the many sudden revolutions to which 
the public hacl been exposed, ha’d tended much 
to debat\h the mjnds of men,, and *to destroy the 
sense of Jumour and decorum in their public con- 
duct. 

But the parliament, though satisfied with the 
King’s compliance, had not lost all those apprehen- 
sions, to which the measures o*f the court had given 
so much foundation. A law passed for imposing a 
test on all who should .enjoy any public office. Be- 
sides taking the oaths of allegiance aifd supremacy, 
and receiving the sacrament in the established 
church, they were obliged to abjure all belief in the 
doctrine of transubstantiation. As the dissenters 
had seconded the efforts of the commons .against the 
King’s declarattou of indulgence, aijd seemed reso- 
lute to accept of no toleration in any illegal man- 
ner, they had acquired great favour >yith the par- 
liament ; and a project was adopted to unite the , 
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whole protestant interest against the common 
' enemy, who now began to appear formidable, A 
bill passed the commons for the ease and relief of 
the protestant non-conformists ; but met with 
some difficulties, at least" delays, in the house of 
peers. 

The resolution for supply was carried into a law ; 
as a recompense to the King for his concessions. 
An act, likewise, of general pardon and indemnity 
was passed, which screened the ministers from all 
farther inquiry. The parliament probably thought, 
that the besf method of reclaiming the- oriminals 
was to show tlfem that their case \y'as not desperate. 
Even the remonstrance, which the commons voted, 
of their grievances, may be regarded as a proof, that 
their anger was, for the time, some.what appeased. 
None of the capital points are therc touched on ; 
the breach of the triple league, the French alliance, 
or the shutting up of the exchequer. The sole 
grievances mentioned are, an arbitrary imposition on 
coals for providing convoys, the exercise of martial 
law, the quartering and pressiqg of sold/ers ; and 
they prayed, that, after the conclusion, oj the war, 
the whqlc army should be disbanded. The Kine; 
gave them a gracious, though an evasive, answer. 
When business was finished, the. two house.s ad- 
journed themselves. 

1’houoh the King had receded from his decla- 
ration of indulgence, and thc,rcby had tacitly relin- 
quished the dispensing power, he was still resolved, 
notwithstanding his bad success both at home and 
abroad, to persevere in his alliance with France, 
and in the Dutch war«} and consequently in all those 
secret vie^s, whatever they were, which depended 
onr'those fatal, measures. The meney, granted by 
parliament, sufficed to equip a fl'^t, of which Prince 
Rupert vms declared admiral : For the Duke was 
set aside by the test. Sir Edward Sprague and tlic 

Earl 
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Earl of Ossory commauded under the Prince. A 
French squadron joined them, commanded by^ 
D’Etr^'es. The combined fleets set sail towards the 
coast of Holland, and found tlje enemy, lying at 
anchor, within the sand's at Schonvelt. There is a 
natural confusion attending sea-fights, even beyond 
other military transactions, derived from the preca- 
rious operations of winds and tides, as well as from 
the smol^e and darkness in which every thing is 
there involved. No wonder, therefore, that accounts 
of those battles are ap|, to contain uncertainties 
and contradictions ; especially when delivered by 
writers of the fipstile nations, who lake pleasure in 
exalting the advantages of their own countrymen, 
and depressing those of the enemy. All wc can 
say with certainty of this "battle is, that both sides 
boasted of the victory ; and we may thence infer, 
that the event was not decisivo. The Dutch, being 
near home, retired into their harbours. In a week 
they were refijited, and presented themselves again 
to the combined fleets. A new action ensued, not 
more d(^isivc than the foregoing. It was not fought 
with gnja^i obstinacy on either side ; but whether 
the Dutch or the allies first retired, sccips to be a 
matter of uncertainty. The loss in the former of 
these actions fell qhicfly on the French, whom the 
English, diffident of their iiUentions, took care to 
place under their ow’n squadrons ; and they thereby 
exposed them to all Ahe fire of the enemy. There 
seems not to have been a ship lost ort either side in 
the second engagement. 

Tr was sufficient glory to De Ruyter, that, with 
a fleet much inferior to the oombined squadrons of 
France and England, he could li^ht tRem without 
any notable disadvantage; and it wjxs sufficient* ric- 
tory, that he could defeat the project of a descent in 
Zealand, which, had it taken place, had endangered, 
in the present circumstances, the total overthrow 
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CHAP, of the Dutch commonwealth. Prince Rupert was 
also suspected not to favour the Kinj^’s projects for 
1673. subduing Holland, or enlarging his authority at 
home ; and from these motives, he was thought not 
to have pressed so hard on the enemy, as his well- 
known valour gave reason to expect. It is indeed 
remarkable, that, during this war, though the Eng- 
lish, with their allies, much over-matched the Hol- 
landers, they were not able to gain any advantage 
over them^ while, in the former war, thpugh often 
overborne by numbers, thgy still exerted themselves 
with the greatest courage, and always acquired great 
renown, somet^oes even signal victories. But they 
were disgusted at the present measures, which they 
deemed pernicious to their country ; they were not 
satisfied in the justice oV the quarrel; and they en- 
tertained a perpetual jealousy of their confederates, 
whom, had they been permitted, they would, with 
much more pleasure, have destroyed, than even the 
enemy themselves. 

Ii' Prince Rupert was not favourable to the designs 
of the court, he enjoyed as little favour /rom the 
court, at least from the Duke, who, though he could 
no longer command the fleet, still possessed the chief 
authority in the admiralty. The Prince complained 
of a total want of every thing, ])owder, shot, pro- 
visions, beer, and even water; and he went into 
harbour, that he might rbfit his ships, and .suj)j)Iy 
their numerous necessities. After some weeks ho 
was refitted, dnd he again put to sea. T'he hostile 
iiiiiAui; fleets met at the mouth of the Texel, and fought 
fel-zigiii battle, which, during the course of so many 

years, these neighbouring maritime \)owers have 
disputed with each other. De Ruytev, land under 
hkn* Trorap, cojnnianded the Dutch in this action, 
as in the two former: For the Prince of Orange 
had recfUiciled these gallant rivals ; and they retain- 
ed nothing of their Ibrmer animosity, except that 
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emulation, which madeilhem exert themselves with chap. 
more distinguished bravery against the enemies of*' 
their country. Braiikert was opposed to D’Etrees, ^iotTT” 
De Rutter to Prince Rupert, Tromp to .Sprague. 

It is to be remarked, that in all actions these brave 
admirals last mentioned had still selected each other 
as the only antagonists worthy each other’s valour ; 
and no decisive advantage had as yet been gained 
by either of them. Tliey fought in this battle 
as if therd were no mean between death, and vic- 
tory. . ^ 

D’Etijeks and all the French squadron, except 
Rear-Admiral M'artel, kept at a distripcc, and Bran- 
kert, instead of Attacking thfm, bore down to the 
assistance of De Ruyter, who was engaged in furious 
combat with Prjnce Rupert.' On no occasion did 
tlie Prince acc[uirc more deserved honour : His 
conduct, as well as valour, sho,ne out with signal 
lustre. Having disengaged his squadron from the 
numerous enemies with- whom he was every where 
surrounded, anti having joined Sii' John Cliichley, 
his rear-^lmiral, who had been separated from him, 
he made Tiaste to 'the relief of Sprague, who was 
hard pressed by Tromp’s squadron. The Royal 
Prince, in which Sprague first engaged, was so 
disabled, that he was obliged to hoist his flag on 
board the St. Georg6 ; while Tromp was for a like 
reason obli.ged to quit his ship, the Golden Lion, 
and go on board the Comet. The fight was re- 
newed with the utmost fury by these valorous rivals, 
and by the rear-admirals, their seconds. Ossory, 
rear-admiral to Sprague, was *prepariug to board 
Tromp, when he saw the St.» George terribly torn, 
and in a manner disabled. Sprague was leaving her, 
in order to hoist his flag on board S, thircl ship, apd 
return to the charge ; when a shot, which had passed 
through the St. George, took Ins boat, and sunk 
her. The Admiral was drowned, to the great regret 
* • -of 
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Troinp himself, who beafcowed on his valour the 
„ ^ praises. 

1073. l^RiNCK Rupert found affairs in this dangerous 
situation, and saw most of the ships in Sprague’s 
squadron disabled from ffght. The engagement 
however was renewed, and became very close and 
bloody. The Prince threw the enemy into disorder. 
To increase it, he sent among them two fire-ships ; 
and at the same time made a signal to the French to 
bear down ; which, if they had done, a decisive vic- 
tory must have ensued; but the Prince, when he' 
saw that they i.cglected his signal, and obseryed that 
most of his s^])s were in no condition to keep the 
sea long, wisely provided for their .safety by making 
easy sail towards the l^nglish coast. The victory in 
this battle was as doubtful, as in all the actions 
fought during the present war. 

The turn which the affairs of the Hollanders 
took by land, was more fiivourablc. The Prince of 
Orange besieged and took Nacrdoii; and I'roin this 
success gave his country reason to hope for still more 
prosperous enterprises. Montecuculi, ^\f»o com- 
manded the Imperialists on the Upjicr Rhine, de- 
ceived, by the most artful conduct, the vigilance 
and penetration of Turenne, and making a sudden 
march, set down before Bonne. The Prince of 
Orange’s conduct was no less masterly ; while he 
eluded all the French generals, and leaving them 
behind him, joined his army to that of the Impe- 
rialists. Boane was taken in a few days : Several 
other places in the electorate of Cologne fell into 
the hands of the allies : And the communication 
being thus cut off between France and the United 
Provinces, Lewis was obliged to recall his forces, 
and, to abandon^ all his conquests with greater ra- 
pidity than he had at first made them. The taking 
ol Maestricht was the only advantage which he 
gained this campaign. 
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A CONGRESS was opened at Cologne, under the 
mediation of Sweden ; but with small hopes of suc- 
cess. ^ The demands of the two Kings were such 
as must have reduced the Hollanders to perpetual 
servitude. In proportion as the affairs of the States 
rose, the Kings sunk in theAr demands; but the 
States still sunk lower in their offers ; and it was 
found impossible for the parties ever to agree on any 
conditions. After the French evacuated Holland, 
the congress broke up; and the seizure pf Prince 
•William, of Turstenburgh by the Imperialists afforded 
the Frer\ch and English a good pretence for leaving 
Cologne. The Butch ambassadors, their memo- 
rials, expressed ^11 the haughtiness and disdain, so 
natural to a free state, which had met with such 
unmerited ill us^ge. • 

The parliament of England was now assembled, 
and discovered much greater symptoms of ill hu- 
mour than had appeared in the last session. They 
had seen for some time a negotiation of marriage 
carried on between the Duke of York and the Arch- 
dutchesi^f Inspruc, a catholic of tlve Austrian fa- 
mily ; and they had made no opposition. But when 
that ncgofiation failed, and the Duke applied to a 
Princess of the house of Modena, then “in close 
alliance with France ; this circumstance, joined to 
so many other grouhds of discontent, raised the 
commons i^to a Hanie, and -they remonstrated with 
the greatest zeal against the intended marriage. The 
King told them, that ‘their remonstraince came too 
late ; and that the marriage was already agreed on, 
and even celebrated by proxy. • The commons still 
insisted ; and proceeding to the examination of the 
other parts of government, they voted the standing 
army a grievance, and declared, that they would 
grant no more shpply, unless it appteared, that tlie 
Dutch were so obstinate as to refuse all reasonable 
conditions of peace. To cut short these’disagreeable 
« • attacks, 
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CHAP, attacks, the King resolved to prorogue the parlia- 
Lxv. %, ixient ; and with that intention he came unexpect- 
~~ edly to the house of peers, and sent the us,^"r to 
4 th Nov. summon the commons. It happened, that the s'peaker 
and the usher nearly met at the door of the house ; 
but the speaker being within, some of the members 
suddenly shut the door, and cried. To the chair, to 
the chair ; while others cried. The black rod is at the 
doqr. The speaker was hurried to the chair ; and 
the following motions were instantly made : That the 
alliance with France is a grievance; That the evil’ 
counsellors about the King are a grievance ; That the 
Duke of Laudj^rdale is a grievance, and not fit to 
be trusted or employc;d. There was a general cry. 
To the question, to the question : But, the usher 
knocking violently at the door, the. speaker leaped 
from the chair, and the house rose in great confusion. 

During the interval, Shaftesbury, whose intrigues 
with the malecontent party were now become noto- 
rious, was dismissed from the office of chancellor ; 
and the great sehl was given to Sir fleneage Finch, 
by the title of lord keeper. The test had fncapaci- 
tated Clifford ; and the white staff was conferred on 
Sir Thomas Osborne, soon after created Earl of 
Danby, a minister of abilities, who had risen by 
his parliamentary talents. Clifforcl retired into the 
country, and soon after died. 

1674 . The parliament had 'been prorogued, in order 

7th I eb. gjyg jjjg leisure to finish his marriage ; but 

the King’s necessities soon obliged him again to as- 
semble them ; and by some popular acts he paved 
the way for the session. But all his efforts were in 
vain. The disgust af the commons was fixed in 
foundations too deep to be easily re'moved. They 
began with applications for a general fast ; by which 
they intimated', that the nation was in a very cala- 
mitous condition : They addressed against the King’s 
guards, which they represented as dangerous to 

liberty, 
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liberty, and even as illegal, since they never had y(^t chap. 
received the sanction of parliament: They took 
some, steps towards establishing a new and more 
rigorous test against popery : • And, what chiefly 
alarmed the court, they n^ade an attack on the 
members of the cabal, to whose pernicious counsels 
they imputed all their present grievances. Clifford 
was dead : Shaftesbury had made his peace with 
the country party, and w'^as become their leader : 
Buckingham was endeavouring to imita’te Shaftes- 
bury ;* but his intentiona were as ye^ known to very 
few. A •motion was therefore made in the house 
of commons foy his impeachment. He desired to 
be heard at the bar ; but expressed himself in so 
confused and ambiguous 9 manner, as gave little 
satisfaction. He was required to answer precisely 
to certain queries which they proposed to him. 

These regarded all the articles of misconduct above 
mentioned ; and, among the rest, the following 
query seems .remarkable : “ By ’^hosc advice was 
“ the army brought up to overawe t.he debates and 
“ res(H\tions of . the house of commons?” — This 
shows tq wdiat length the suspicions of the house 
wete at that time carried. Buckingham, . in all his 
answers, endeavoured to exculpate himsell, and to 
load Arlington.* succeeded not in the former 
intention : The commons voted an address for his 
removal. • But Arlington, who w'as on many ac- 
counts obnoxious to the house, was attacked. 

Articles were drawn up against him, though the 
impeachment was never prosecuted. 

The King plainly saw that he could expect no 
supply from the commons fc-r carrying on a war so 
odious to them. He resolved th^reforp to make a 
separate peace ,with the Dutch, on Jhc terms which 
they had proposed, through the channel of the Spa- 
nish ambassador. With a cordiality,, which, in the 
present disposition bn both sides, was probably but 
affected, but which was obliging, he asked advice'of 

VOL. Vll. I- L 
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CH A P, the parliament. The parliament unanimously con- 

^ ' c’urred, both in thanks for his gracious condescen- 

1674 . sion, and in their advice for peace. Peace was 
Holland^'' ^<^cordingIy concluded. The honour of the flag 
■ was yielded to the Dutch^ in the most extensive 
terms ; A regulation of trade was agreed to : All 
possessions were restored to the same condition as 
before the war: The English planters in Surinam 
weiu allowed to remove at pleasure : And the States 
agreed to pay to the King the sum of eight hundred 
thousand patacoons, near three hundred thousand 
othveb. Four days after the parliament was pro- 

rogued, the petfte was proclaimed in London to the 
great joy of the people. Spain had declared that 
she could no longer rq^main neuter, if hostilities 
were continued against Holland ; and a sensible 
decay of trade was foreseen, in case a rupture 
should ensue with that kingdom. The prospect of 
this loss contributed very much to increase the na- 
tional aversion to the present war, and to enliven 
the Joy for its qonclusion. 

There was in the French service a great'^body of 
English, to the number of ten thousand men, who 
had acquired honour in every action, and had 
greatly contributed to the successes of Lewis. 
These troops, Charles said he \vas bound by treaty 
not to recall ; but he obliged himself to the States 
by a secret article, not to mlow them to be'recruited. 
His partiality to France prevented a strict execu- 
tion of this engagement. 



NOTES 


TO THE 

* -SEXENTH VOIA^ME. 


NOTE [A], p. 41. 

• 

.Luiurs severity^ was not extreme, appears from 
this fact, that he caused the acts, or records of the 
high CtUiii mission court to be searched, and found that there 
had be^ fewer susj^ensions, deprivations, and other punish- 
inents, tjiree, during the seven years of his time, than 
in any seven years of his predecessor. Abbot ; who was 
notwithstanding in great esteem witVi the lloust of Com- 
mons. Trouhies and Tf'ials of Land, p. 164. But Abbot 
was little attached to .the court, and was also a puritan in 
doctrine, and bore a mortal hatred to the papists : Not to 
mention, Uiat iVic inulinous ?>pirit was rising higher in the 
time of liUiul, and would less hear coiilrouL The maxims, 
however, of his administralion were the srwnc that had ever 
prevailed in liiigland, and that had place in every other 
European nation, except Holland, jvhich stiulieil chiefly the 
interests of commerce, and France, which was fettered 
by edicts and treaties. have changed them Jbr the 

modern maxims of toleration, how reasonable soever, 
would have been deemed u very bold aAd dangerous eiwler- 
prise. It is a principle advanced by Presiflent Montesquieu, 
that, where the magistrate is satisfied with the establishe<i 

li L 2 • religion, 
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religion, he ought to repress the first attempts towards inno- 
vation, and only grant a toleration to sects that are diffused 
and established. See I’Esprit des Loix, liv. 25. chap. 10. 
According to this principle, Laud’s indulgence tb the 
catholics, and severky to the puritans, would admit of 
apology. I own, however, that it is very questionable, 
whether persecution can in any case be justified : Hut,- at 
the same time, it would be hard to give that appellation to 
Laud’s conduct, who only enforced the act of uniformity, 
and expelled the clergymen that accepted of benefices, and 
yef refused to observe the ceremonies, which they pre- 
viously knew to be enjoined by law. He nev«r refused 
them separate places of worslup ; because they themselves 
would have esteemed it impious to demand them, and i\o 
less impious to alJ^/W them. 


NOTE[B], p. ()8. 


X\R. I3IRCII has written a treatise on this subject. It 
is not my business to oppose any faotvi; contained in 
that gentleman’s performance. I shall only produce argu- 
ments which prove that Glamorgan, , when he ficeived 
his private commission, had injunctions from the King to 
act altogether in concert with Ormond. (1.) ft seems 
to be inn/lied in the very words of the commission. Gla- 
morgan is empowered and authorised to treat and conclude 
with the confederate Homan Catholics in' Ireland. If 
upon necessity (any articles) be condescended unto, 
wherein the Iving’s Lieutenant cannot so well he seen in, 
as not fit for us at present publicly to own.” Here no 
articles are iiien»ioned, which are not fit to be communi- 
cated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and the King 
publicly to be seen in, and to avow. (2.) The King’s 
protestation to Ormond ought, both on account of that 
Prince’s character .and the reasons he assigns, to have the 
greatest weight. Hie ‘words are these: '^Ormond, I 
cannot bu\ add to my long letter, that, upon the word 
of a Christian, F never intended Glamorgan should treat 
any thing without your approbation, much less without 
your knowledge. For besides the, injury to you 1 was 

“ always 
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always diffident of liis judgement (though I could not^ 
think him so extremely weak as now to my cost I have 
found) ; which you may easily perceive in a postscript 
ofli letter of mine to you/^ Carte, vol. ii. App. xxiii. 
It is impossible that any mnn of honour, however he might 
dissemble with his enemies^ wouid assert a falsehood in so 
solemn a manner to his best friend, especially where that 
person must have had opportunities of knowing the truth. 
The letter, whose postscript is mentioned by the King, is 
to be found in Carte, voK ii. App. xiii. (3*) As the liing 
had really so low' an opinion of Glamorgan’s nniderstand- 
ing, it is ?ery unlikely that he would trust him wdth the 
sole management of so important and delicate a treaty. 
And if lie had* intended that Glamo^an’s negotiation 
should have beenjndependent of Ormonti, he would never 
have told the latter nobleman of it, nor have put him on 
his guard against Glamorgan’s imprudence. That the 
King judged ayght of this nobleman’s character, appears 
from his Ce?ituri/ of Arts or Scantliriff of Inventions, 
which is a ridiculous compound of lies, chimeras, and im- 
possibilities, and shows what might be expected troni such 
a man. (4.) Mr. Carte has published a whole series of the 
King’s corrcspcvidence with Ormond, fyom the time that 
Glamorgan came into Ireland ; and it is evident that 
CharleX all along considers the Lord Lieutenant as the 
person tiho was conducting the negotiation w ith the Irish. 
The,31srof Jidy, 1645, after the kittle of Naseby, being 
reduced to great straits, he w rites earnestly to Ormond to 
ctjnclude a peace upon certain conditions mentioned, much 
inferior to those •granted by Glamorgan; and to come 
over himself with all the Irish he could engage in his 
service. Carte, vol. iii. No,* 400. This would have been 
a great absurdity if he had already lixcd a different canal, 
by which, on very different conditions, he purposed to 
establish a peace. On the 22d ol October, as his distresses 
multiply, he somew’hat enlarges ^he conditions, though 
they still fall short of Glamorgan’s : A new absurdity ! 
See Carte, vol. iii. p. 41 L (5.) But .what is equivalent 
to a demonstration, that Glamorgan was con^ious that he 
had no power to conclude a treaty 6n these terms^^or 
without consulting the Lord Lieutenant, •and did not even 
expect that the King would ratify the acticles, is the de- 
feazance which h(‘ gave to the Iri^h roimciJ at the time oi 

signing 
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figiiing the treaty. The Eail of Glamorgan docs no 
way intend hereby to oblige His Majesty other than he 
** himself shall please, after he has received these 10,000 
men as a pledge aqd testimony of the said Roman ca- 
" tholics* loyalty and fidelity tc/ His Majesty ; yet he pro- 
mises faithfully, upon his word and honour, not to 
acquaint His Majesty with this defeazance, till he had 
endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to induce His Majesty 
to the granting of the particulars in the said articles ; 
Ijiit, that done, the said commissioners discliarg^^ the said 
Karl of (ilamorgan, both in honour and conscience, of 
any furdier eiigagcnnent to them tJiciciii ; though His 
Majesty shouhi not be pIeas<‘A to grant the said pai lieu- 
lars in the articj;s mentioned ; the said l;/ai 1 having given 
** them assurance, upon his word, hono ir, and voluntary 
** oath, that he would never, to any person whatsoever, 
discover this defeazance in the interim without their 
consents.’’ Dr. Birch, p. 96, — All Glamorgaifs view 
was to get troops for the King’s service without hurting 
Ids own honour or his master’s. The wonder only is, 
why the Irish accepted of a treaty, which bound nobody, 
ami which the very person who. concludes it, seems to 
confess he does not expect to be ratified. They probably 
hoped, that the King would, from their services, bcy more 
easily imluced to ratify a treaty which v as concludiL^d, than 
to consent to its conclusion. (6.) I might add, that the 
Lord Lieutenant’s concurrence in the treaty was the more 
requisite ; because without it the treaty could not be car- 
ried into execution by Glamorgan, nor the Irish troops 
be transported into England : AiuL^ eveii with Ormond’s 
concurrence, it clearly appears, that a treaty, so ruinous 
to the protcslant religon in Ireland, could not he executed 
in opposition to the zealous prote.stants in that kingdom. 
No one can doubt of this Irutli, who per uses Ormond’s 
correspondence in Mr. Carte. The King was sufficiently 
appprized of this difficulty. Jt appeal's indeed to be the 
only reason v/liy Ormond objected to the granting of high 
terms to the Irish culholics. 

Dr. Bircif, in p. 360, has published a letter of the 
Kl^^g’s to Glamorgan, where he says, Howbeit I know 
you cannot be but confident of my making good all in- 
siructions and 'promises to you and the nuncio.” But 
it is to b' reirfarked, that tliLs letter is dated in April 5, 

1646; 
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1646; after there had beyn a new negotialion entered into 
between Glamorgan and the Irish, and after a provisional 
treaty had even been concluded between them. Sec T3r. 

p, 179. '^riie King’s assurances, therefore, can plainly 
relate only to this recent ^transaction. The old treaty had 
long been disavowed by the King, and supposed by all 
parties to be nniiulled. 


NOTE [CJ, p. 105. . 

O ALMONKT, Ludlow, Mollis, &c. «ll these, especially 
the last, being the declared inveterate enemies of Crom- 
well, are the more to be cre<?ited, when they advance any 
tact, which may serve to apologize for his violent and 
criminal coiidtx:t. T'liere prevails a story, that Cromwell 
intercepted a letter written to the Queen, where the King 
said, that he would lust raise, ami then destroy Cromwell. 
But, besides lliat this conduct seems to contradict the cha- 
racter of the King, it i.s, ,on other accounts, totally unworthy 
of Cl edit. Jt» first told by Roger Cojie, a very passionate 
and fr^^olish historian, who wrote too so^ late as King Wil- 
liam’s Veign ; and^even he mentions it only as a mere rn- 
inour (\ iiearsay, without any known foundatiou. In the 
memoirs of Lord Broghill, we meet with another story of 
an intercepted letter which deserves some mote attention, 
and agrees very well with the narration here given. Ji is 
thus related by •Mr. .Maurice, cjiaplain to Roger, Karl of 
Orrery: Lord Orrery, in the time of his greatness with 

“ Cromwell, just after he 'had so seasonably relieved him 
" in his great distress Clonmell, riding out of YoughaJl 
one day with him and Ireton, they fill into discourse 
** about the King’s death. Cromwell thereupon said more 
** than once, that if the King harj followed his ow'ii judg- 
meiit, and had been attended by none but trusty servants, 
he liad fopled them all ; and that once they had a mind 
to have closed with him; bftt, upon something that 
Iiapperied, fell off from that dcs*ign. t)rrery figiding 
them in good humour, and being * alone w ith tfiem, 
asked, if he might presume to desire kiiow^ why they 
would once have closed wilii Mis Maiejty, and why thev 

did 
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did not? Cromwell very freely told him, he would sa- 
V lisfy him in both his queries. The reason (says he) 
why we would have closed with the King was this : We 
found tliat the Scotch and presbytcriaris began tcf' be 
more powerful than we, and were likely to agree with 
him, and leave us in the lurch. For this reason we 
** thought it best to prevent them, by offering first to come 
in upon reasonable conditions : But whilst our thoughts 
'' were taken up with this subject, there came a letter to 
us from one of our spies, who was of the King's bed- 
cBamber, acquainting us that our final doom was de- 
creed that very day; that he could not possibly learn 
what it was, but we might discover it, if we could but 
intercept a letter sent from the King to the Queen, 

** wherein he iidV'^med her of his resoliilion ; that this 
letter was sewn up in the skirt of a saddle, and the 
" bearer of it would come w ith the saddle upon his head, 
about ten of the clock thrt night to the Blue Hoar in 
Holborn, where he was to take horse fof J)over. 'Fhe 
messenger knew nothing of the letter in the saddle, 
though some in Dover did. Wc were at Windsor 
** (said Cromw'ell) when we received this letter, and im- 
mediately upon the receipt of it, Irclon and I resolved 
‘‘ to take one trusty' fellow with us, and to go in trooper's 
** habits to that ?nm We did so; and leaving oi|<‘ 'man 
at the gate of the inr (which had a' wicket onl^J^ open 
to let persons in and out), to watch and give 'us iioticc 
** when any man came in with a saddle, we w ent into u 
drinking stall. We there continued drinking cans of 
** beer till about ten of the clock, when our ccntinel at the 
gate gave us notice thrt the man ‘with the saddle was 
‘‘ come. We rose up presently, and just as the man w as 
leading out his horse saddled, w c came up to him with 
drawn swords, and told him we were to search all that 
went in and 6Ut there ; but as he looked like an honest 
man, we would only search his saddle, and so dismiss 
him. The saddle was ungirt; w'e carried it into the 
stall where we had been drinking, and ripping open one 
‘‘ of the skirts, we’ there found the lelte/ we wanted. 
‘‘ Having thus got it into our bands, wc delivered the man 
(vi*hom we had left with our centinel) bis saddle, told 
him he was an honest fellow', and bid him go about his 
“ business ; which he did, pursuing his jouniey ‘without 

** more 
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more ado, and ignorant pi' the harm he had suffered. VVe 
found in the letter, that His Majesty acquainted the/ 
Queen that he was courted by both factions, the Scotch 
pr^sbyterians, and the army ; and that those which bade 
the fairest for him should have him : But yet he thought 
he should close with the Scots sooner than with the other. 

“ Upon this, we returned to Windsor ; and finding we were 
not like to have good terms from the King, we, from that 
time, vowed his destruction.” This relation, suiting 
well enough willi oilier passages and circumstances at this 
time, 1 have inserted, to gratify the reader’s curiosity.” 

Carte’s ( Vmond, vol. ii. p. 12. 

k4 


* NOTE [D], p. 108. 

arc the words: ‘^•Eaneric; I wonder to hear 
“ (if that be true) that some of my friends say, that 
my going to Jersey would have much more furthered my 
personal treaty, than my comiivg hither, for which, as I 
see no colour of reason, so 1 ha<l not been here, if I had 
thought that fancy true, or had not been secured of a 
personal treaty; of which 1 neither*do, nor I hope will 
re'f^pnt : Tor 1 am daily more and mo/e satisfied with the 
goviVnor, and find these islanders very good, peaceable, 
and quiet people. This eiicourageinent, I have thought 
‘‘ not unfit for you to receive, hoping at least it Miay do good 
upon others, though needless to you.” Burnet’s Memoirs 
of Hamilton, p^. 326, See also Rush worth, part 4. vol. ii. 
p. 941. All the wrifers of that^ge, except Clarendon, re- 
present the King’s going to the Isle of Wight as voluntary 
and inteifded. Perhaps the King thought it little for his 
credit to be trepanned into this measure, and was more willing 
to take it on himself as entirely voluntary. Perhaps, he 
thought it would encourage his friends, if they thought him 
in a situation which was not disagreeable to him. 


NOTi: 
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NOTE [E], p. 126. ^ 


^PHE King coniposeil a letter to the Prince, in which he 
related the whole course of this transaction, and ac- 
companied his narrative with several wise, as well as pa- 
thetical reflections and advices. The words willi which 


he concluded llie letter, arc remaikable. By what hath 
been said,, you sec how long I have laboured in the 
‘‘ search of peace : Do not you be disheartened to tread 
in the same stpps. Use allv worthy means to restore 
yourself to your rights ; but prefer the^ way of phace : 
Show the great^^fcss of your mind, rajher to conquer 
your enemies by pardoning, than by punishing. If you 
saw liow unmanly and unchristian the implacable dis- 
position is in our ill wisheri*, you would avoid that spirit. 
Censure me not for having parted with so iniudi of our 
right : The price was great ; but the commodity was 
security to us, peace to our people. Aud 1 an? cou- 
** fident that another parliament would remember, bow 
useful a King’s power is to a jicople’s libei ly ; of bow 
much power I divesbid myself, that 1 and they might 
meet once agaiif in a parliainentary way, in oxijcx to 
agree the bounds of prince and people. Give bj-iief to 
“ rny experience, never to affect more greatncssVu prero- 
gative, than what is really and intrinsically for the 
good of the subjects, not the satisfaction of favouiites. 
If you thus us<; it, you will never wan.t means to be a 
I’allu'i to all, and a bounfiful Prince* to any, whom you 
incline to be extraordinarily gracious to. You may 
perceive ilial all men intrust their treasure where it re- 
turns them interest; and if a j)ri1ic:c, like the sea, re- 
ceivc and repay all the fresh streams, which the rivers 
intrust with him, they will not grudge, hut pride them- 
selves to make him up*^ an ocean. These considerations 
may make yon as great Prince as yonr father is a low 
one; and yonr slate nay be so mucli the more esta- 
‘ blisbed, as Tnine 'hath been shaken. For our subjects 
haVe learned, I dare say, that victories ove*/ ibeir princes, 
arc but triumphs over themselves, and so will more un- 
w’illinglv hearken to changes hereafter. The English 

nation 
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nation are a sober peo,^le, however at present infatuated, 
“ I know not but this may be the last time I may sj)e.ak 
** l<^ you or to the world publicly. I am sensible into what 
liaiids [ am fallen; and yet, I bless God, I have those 
inward refreslinieiits, wliicli the malice of my enemies 
“ cannot perturb. I have learned to bo busy myself, by 
retiriug into myself ; and therefore can the better digest 
whatever befals me, not doubting but God’s providence 
will restrain our enemies^ power, and turn their lierce- 
ness into his praise. To conclude, if God give yomsiic- 
cess, use it humbly, and be ever far from • revenge. Jf 
he reslbre you to your right on hard conditions, wliat- 
e\x'r you promise, keep? T’hese men| who have violated 
hnvs which they were hound to preserve, will line! their 
“ trimiiphs ful.b of trouble. Ihit do not you lliiiik any 
thing in the world worlh dttaikiing by foul and unjust 
moans.” 


NOTH [FJ, p. 148. , 

I E iinpc^atiou of insincerity oii^Charles 1. lik(‘ most 
' •oartv elaniours, is difticidt to be removed: ihonsih it 
may .u)l here be ^improper to say something with regard to 
it; I'^sliall lirst rvanark, that this impula*ion seems to be 
of a Ihter growth than his ow'u age; and that even liis 
enemies, though they loaded him with iivanV calumnies, 
did not insist on this accusation. Liullow', I think, is 
almost the only parliamentarian, who imputes that vice to 
him ; and how jKissionati! a winter he is, musi he obvious 
to evciy; one. N( itlier Chirendoii, nor any other of the 
royalists, ever justify him from insinceiity ; as not supposing 
that he had ever been accused of it. In, the second place, 
his deportment and ehuracler in common lite w as free from 
that vice : He was reserved, distant, stattdy ; < old in his 
addrcvss, |)lain in his discourse, inllcxiblc in his principles; 
wide of the^ caressing, iiisinua*’mg manners ol his son ; or 
the professing, talkative humou? of his father. The im- 
putation of insincerity must be groidhled on some ,of his 
public actions^, which we arc lhcrcfof\3 in the third place 
to examine. The follow'i\ig arc the only instances winch 
r lind cited to confirm that ac iisalioii.*(l,) His vouching 

^ Hiirkinghani’s 
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Buckingham's narrative of the transactions in Spain. — 
But it is evident that Charles himself was deceived: Why 
otherwise did he quarrel with Spain ? The following is a 
passage of a letter from Lord Kensington, ambassador in 
France, to the Duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 318. 

But His Highness (the Pjincc) had observed as great a 
'' weakness and folly as that, in that after they (the 
Spaniards) had used him so ill, they would suffer him 
to depart, which was one of the first speeches he uttered 
alter he came into the ship : But did he say so ? said the 
Queen (of France). Yes, Madam, I will assure you, 
“ quoth I, from the w'itness of mine own earS. *She 
smiled and replied. Indeed I heird he was used ill. So 
he was, answered!, but notin his cntertaininciit ; for 
that was as spl^iidid as that country could afford it ; 
but in their frivolous decays, and in the unreasonable 
conditions which they propounded and pressed, upon 
the advantage which they had of his princely person.’' 
(2.) Bp. Burnett, in his History of the House of Hamilton, 
p. 154, has preserved a letter of the King's to the Scottish 
Bishops, in which he desires them not to be present at tlie 
parliament, where* they would be forced to ralily the abo- 
lition of their own order: For," adds ihcv King, w*^ 
do hereby assure you, that it shall be still one of, our 
chiefest studies how to rectify and establish the gcA^ern- 
ment of that church aright, and to repair your j^^sses, 
which we desire you to be most confident of." " And in 
another placv., You may rest secure, that though per- 
haps we may give way for the present to that whicli 
will be prejudicial both to the church and our own go- 
veriiment; yet we shall liot leave thinking in time how' 
to remedy both." But does the King say that he wdll 
arbitrarily revoke his concessions ? Hoes not candour re- 
quire us rather to suppose that he hoped his authority 
w'oukl so far recover as to enable him to obtain the national 
consent to re-establish episcopacy, which he believed so 
material a part of religion as well as of government.^ It is 
not easy indeed to think how he could hope to effect this 
purpose in any other way than his father had taken, that is, 
by consent of parlia^nent. (3.) There is a passage in 
Lord' Clarendon ; wjiere it is said, that the King assented 
the moje easily to the bill, which excluded the Bishops from 

the 
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the House of Peers; because he thought, that that law 
being enacted by force, could not be valid. I3iit the King 
certainly reasoned right in that conclusion. Three-fourths 
of ilie temporal peers were at that time banished by the 
violence of the populace,; Twelve Bishops were unjustly 
thrown into the tower by the commons. Great numbers 
of the commons themselves were kept away by fear or 
violence; The King himself was chased from London. If 
all lliis be not force, there is no such thing. But this 
scruple of the King’s afl'ects only the Bishops’ bill, aiuUhat 
against pressing. The other constitutional laws had passed 
witl^out ^Jie least appearance of violence, as did indeed all 
the bills passcMl during first year, except Strafford’s 
attainder, which could not be recalled. 'J’he parliament, 
therefore, even *if they had known the ^[ing’s sentiments in 
this particular, could not, on that account, have had any 
just foimdalion of jealousy. (4.) The King’s letter inter- 
cepted at Nusehy, has been ‘^he source of much clamour. 
\Vc have spoken of it already in chap. Iviii. Nothing is 
more usual in all public transactions than such distinctions. 
After the death of Charles IT. of Spain, King William’s 
ambassadors gave the Duke of Anjou the title of King of 
Spain: Yet that ve/y time King William was secretly 
forming alliances to dethrone him:* And soon after lie 
refiJ^?<l him that title, and insisted (as he had reason) that 
lie ha'( not acknowledged his itght. Yet King William 
justly {sv'^ses for a very sincere Prince ; and this transaction 
is not regarded as any objection to his character in that par- 
ticular. In all the negoliations at the peace of Ityswic, 
the French ambassadors always addressed King William as 
King of England; Vfet it wasnuftlc an express article of the 
treaty, that the French King should acknowledge him as 
such! Such a palpable diflerence is there between giving a 
title to a Prince, and positively recognising his right to it. 
I may add, that Charles, when he inserted that protestation 
in the council-books before his council, surely thought he had 
reason to justify his conduct. There were too many men 
of honour in that company to avow a ^lalpable cheat. To 
which we niaj subjoin, that if me.S"'«^tc much disposed to 
judge of this Prince’s actions widi c^mdou^* as severity, 
this precaution, of entering a protest ip his council-oboks 
might rather pass for a proof of scrupulous honour ; lest he 
should afterwards be reproached with brc;ach of his word, 
f when 
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when he should think proper again to declare the assembly 
aV Westminster no parliament. (5.) The denying of his 
commission to Glamorgan is another instance which has 
been cited. Tliis matter has been already treated in a'liiote 
to chap. Iviii. That transaction wiicS entirely innocent. Even 
if the King had given a comn^ission to Glamorgan to conclude 
that treaty, and had ralilied it, will any reasonable man in om 
age think it strange, that, in order to save his own life, his 
crown, his family, his friends, and his party, he should make 
a treaty with papists, and grant them very large concessions 
for their religion ? (().) T here is another of thd King's 
intercepted letters to the Queen commonly m^ititnied ; 
w here it is pretended, lie talked of raising and then destroy- 
ing Cromwell : But that story stands on no manner of loim- 
dation, as we have omerved in a preceding nqte to tliis chapter. 
In a word, the parliament, w after the commencement of 
their violences, and still more, after beginning llie civil war, 
bad reason for their scruples tind jealousies, touuded on tlie 
very nature of their situation, and on the general propensity 
of the human mind ; not on any fault of tlie King^s cha- 
racter; who was candid, 'sincere, upright, as much :is any 
man whom \\c meet w ith in history. Perliaps it would be 
difficult to find another character so ‘unexcepL;>imbIe in this 
particular. 

As to the other circumstances of Charles\s cha^icter, 
chiefly exclaimed against, namely, his arbitrary pri/,eiplcs 
in government, one may venture to assert, that th^ greatest 
enemies of this Prince w ill not find, in the long line of Ids 
predecessors, from the Conquest to his lime, any one King, 
except perliaps his father, whose administration was not 
more arbitrary and less legM, or whose conduct could have 
been recommended to him by. the popular party them- 
selves, as a model, in this particular, for his government. 
Nor is it sufficient^ to say, that example and precedent can 
never authorise vices : Examples and precedents, uniform 
and ancient, can surely fix the nature of any constitution, 
and the limits of any form of government. There is indeed 
no (Uher principle by .which /hose land-marks or boundaries 
can be settled. 

What a paVadox^’in human affairs, that Henry VIIX. 
shoulld leave been almost adored in his lifg-timc, and his 
memory be respected: While Charles I. should, by the 
. same 
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same people, at no greater distance than a century, have 
been led to a public and ignominious execution, and hi^» 
name be ever alter pursued by falsehood and by obloquy ! 
Even at present, 'an historian ^vho, prompted by his cou- 
rageous generosity, should venture, \hough from the most 
authentic and undisputed facts, to vindicate the fame ot that 
prince, would be sure to meet with such treatment, as would 
discourage even the boldest from so dangerous, however 
splendid an enterprizc. 


N(rgp:[(;j, p. 

c 

following instance of extravarance is given by 
Walker, in his History of^^ Independency, l^art II. p, 
152. About this time, there came six soldiers into tlie 
parish church of Walton up«)n Thames, near twilight; 
Mr. F aucet, liie |)reuchtu' there, not having till then ended 
his sermon. One of the soldiers had a lantliorn in his 
hand, and a candle burning in it, and in the other hand 
four candles not lighted, lie desired the jiarishioners to 
stay a while, s^'jiug, he Lada message from God unto llieni, 
and thercupoii oft’ored to go into the pulpit. Hut the people 
rel’uo. ig to give him leave so to do, nir to stay in the 
chuic.^ he went hito the clmreh-yard, and there told them 
that In^lj^d a vision, wherein he had received a command 
from God to deliver his will unto them, which he was to 
deliver, and they to receive, upon pain of damnation ; con- 
sisting of live lights. (1.) “ That the sabbath was abo- 
libbed as unnecessary, Jewisb, and merely ceremonial. 
And here (quoth he) I should put out the liist light, 
“ but the wind is so high T cannot kindle it. (2.) Tbat 
tithes are abolished as Jewisli and ceremonial, a great 
'' burden to the saints of God, and a disconiagcmcnt of 
** industry and tillage. And hero I should put out my 
second light, &c. (3.) That liiinislers are abolished as 

anlichristian, and of no longer use, now Christ liimsell 
descends into the hearts of his sruits, and his spirit enllght- 
enetli them with revelations and inspiralicns. And here 
I should put out my third light, See. (4.) Magisbates 
are abolished as useless, now that Christ himself is 
in purity amongst us, and hath erected the kingdom 

of 
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of the saints upon earth. Besides, they are tyrants and 
oppressors of the liberty of the saints, and tie them to 
laws and ordinances, mere human inventions. ^And 
here I should put out my fourth light, &c. (5.) Then 
putting his Iiand into” his pockcit, and pulling out a little 
'' Bible, he showed it opep to the people, saying. Here is 
a book you have in great veneration, consisting of two 
'' parts, the Old and New Testament: 1 must tell you it is 
^'abolished; it containetli beggarly rudiments, milk for 
b^bes : But now Christ is in glory gmongst ns, and imparts 
a farther measure of his spirit to his saints than this can 
‘‘ afford, I am commanded to burn it before ybur face. 
Then putting oijt the caudle, te said, and here my iiftb 
light is extinguished.’’ It became a pretty bomnion 
doctrine at that tl^rie, that it was unwortjiy of a Christian 
man to pay rent to his fellow-creatures ; and landlords were 
obliged to use all the penalties of law against their tenants, 
whose conscience was scrupnibus. , 


NOTE [11], p. 205 


‘1/^IlEN the EaiTof Derby was alive, he fnid been sum- 
^ ^ maned by Iretoii to surrender the JsJe of M:ir^ and 
he returned this spirited .and memorable answer: |jfl re- 
ccived your letter with iiidigualion, and with sc(x'n/reliiin 
you this answer; that I cannot but wonder whence you 
should gather any hopes, that 1 should prove, like you, 
treacherous to my sovereign ; since you cannot be igno- 
rant of my former actiens in Ilis Lite Majesty’s service, 
from which principles of loyalty I am no whit departed 
1 scorn your proffers ; I di!?duin your favour ; 1 


abhor 


your treason ; and am so far from delivering up this 
island to your advantage, that I shall keep it to the utmost 
of my power to your destruction. Take this for your 
final answer, and forbear any farther solicitations; for if 
you trouble me with any more messages of this nature, I 
will burn the pape. and 'yving up the bearer. Hiis is llie 
hnmutable »*csolution, and shall be the undoubted piac- 
of him, who accounts it his chiefest glory to be IJis 
Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subject, 

^^Dehuy.” 


NOTE 
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" ■ NOTE [f],p, 208. 

• 

I T Ir.ui been a usual policy^ of the Prcbystcrian eccle- 
siastics to settle a chaplain in the great families, wlio 
acted as a spy upon his master, and gave them intelligence 
of the most private transactions and discumr.ses of the 
family. A signal instance of priestly tyiaimy,. and# the 
subjection of the nobility ! They even oblige(> the servants 
to give MiiteTHgcnce against their inasiers. Whitlocke, 
p. 502. The same auihoi^ p* 512, tlic following 
story. The synod meeting at Perth, ^md citing the mi- 
nisters and people, wlio had expressed a dislike oi thvir 
eavenhf govcrnmetflj the men being out of the way, their 
wives resolved to answer for them. And, on the day of 
appearance, 1^0 women, wuli good clubs in their hands, 
came and besi(‘gcd the clinrch, where tlie reverend minis- 
ters sat. hey sent one of their number to treat with the 
females, and he threatening excommunieajion, tliey basted 
bim for his labour, kept him prisoner, and sent a party 
of 60, who rrcuted the rest of the plcrgy, bruised their 
bodies sorely;*' and took all their bagg{y»o and 12 horses. 
OiOr^f the minifiiters, after a mile’s running, taking all 
creatures for his foes, meeting with a soldier, fell on his 
knees, ‘V\v:ho knowing nothing of the mattc^, asked the 
black-coat what he meant ? The female eonqueiors, hav- 
ing laid hold of the synod clerk, beat him till he forswori^ 
bis office. Tbirteen ministers rallied about ioiu miles 
from the place, aud voted that' this village should never 
lore hav#i a synod in it, bu^ be accursed ; and tliat though 
in the year 1638 and . 1 G39, tln^ godlywomen were cried 
up for stoning the bishops, yet now the whole sex slionid 
be esteemed wicked. 


NOTb: [ K], 

A BOUT this time an accident liad^ aimost robbt^ the 
Protector *oi his life, and saved his enemies the 
trouble of all their maehinativ>us. fiaVing got six tine 
Priesland coucli-liovscs as a present fr nu the oi Ol- 

deiiburgli,j he undertook for his -am . senu nt to udvc fnem 
VOL. Vll. M 'I 
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iftiont lly<lc-park; Iiis secretary, Thiulot*, being* ui llic 
coaeli. 'The liorses were startled and ran away: lie was 
unable to command them or keep the box. lie fell upon 
the pole, was dragged upon the ground tor some time ; 
a pistol, wbich he carried in his pocket, went ofl'; and 
by that singular good fortune, which ever attended liim, 
ho was taken up without any considerable hurt or bruise. 


NOTE[LJ, p. 322. 


j\ Monks <leclaralio^t for a free paiHann nt on 

the eleventh ot* behruary, lie could ^niean noliiing but 
the King’s restoration : \’ot it was long ^before lit.' would 
open himself even to the 'King. This declaration was 
within eight days after lus arrival in i.oiidou. Had he 
ever intended to have set up for himself', he woidd not 
surely have so soon abandoned a project so inviting. He 
would have taken some steps which would have betrayed 
it. It could only have been some dissappointnient, some 
frustrated attempt, which coul<l have made him renounce 
the road of private , ambition. lUit there ,’‘s not the leasi 
symptom of sm li jntentions. The story loll of r'ir A'fe 
M; / Ashley Coojier, by^Mr. Locke, has not any ai''‘ ^^rii 
'f truth. See Lord J./,uisdowii's Vindicatioi', and 
Ccyitinuatlon of Laker. 1 shall add to wlA^t those 
aulhois have advanced, that Cardinal Mazariiie wished for 
the King’s restoration ; though he would not have veutured 
much to have procured it. ^ , 


NOTE [M], p 40 ; 

^PHE articles were, that lu^ had advised llu^ King to 
^ govern hy military ^)ovver without j)arhaments, that 
he had aflirmed the King to l)e a papist or popishly af- 
fected, tliat he had u;ceiv(/l great sums of money for [)ro- 
e.iiring the Canary pater.? and other illegal patents, that 
h-e luvl advised and jhocuved divers of His Majesty’s subjects 
to be imprisoned iVgainst law, in remote islands and gar- 
risons, thereby U) j)revent tlieir having the benefit of the 
law*, that he had pvocurc(i the cusioms to be farpied at. 
under rates, that in liad iTC(nvc<I gi(‘al sums fiom (he 
Viiftncis’ co'tupanv, Im** allowing (hem (o i'n)jauce the 
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^jprke of wines, that lie Jiad in a short lime p;aincil ii 
r, greater estate tluiii could have been supposed to arise from 
^the frolits of Ids oHiccs, lliat he liad introduced an arbi- 
iJfary tiroverinxmnt into his Majesty's plantations, that he 
^Jiid 14 jeeted a proposal for the preservation of Nevis and 
St. Christopher’s, v.hicli was the occasion of jiieat losses in 
those parts, that when he was in his Majesty’s service 
b< s<md sea, lui held a correspondence with Cromwell and 
hi A accomplices, that he advised the sale of Dunkirk, that 
le? had inululy altered letters patent inultir llu^ King’s seal, 
lh;d he* hai’^ umluly decided cause's iu council, which 
should have hcen brought l^fore chancery, that lie had 
ibsueoP (pio warrautos against the corporations with an iii- 
tention of sijuet^'^il^g money fron^ them, Itlmt he had taken 
mon4."y for passing the bill oli settlement in Ireland, that 
In?, betrayed the nation in all foreign tiealies, and that 
i^e was tlie principal adviser^of dividing the lleet in June 
I f3()G. * ^ ^ 


NOTb:[N], p. 455. 

IPHE abst» a t of the report of tlu‘ Brook-house com- 
m’dtee (so dial committee was calh d) was lirst pub- 
by Mr. Uijpb, voL i. p. 177, from Lord Jla]id'''«<’s 
Collections, to wliieb I refer. *If we peruse tlieii 
logy, Vlicli we tind in llie subseejuent page of l.k 
auth.orj we shall lind that they acted witli soAie *.. ■. y 
towards the King. Tin y would take notice of no ser- 
vices performed before tlii; 1st of September IGG4. But 
*all the King’s preparations preceded dial dat{', and, as 
Cliancellgr Clarendon tuld| the parliament, amounted to 
eight hundred thousand pounds ; and the eompnlation is 
very probable. "Iliis sum, iherefore, ^iniist be added. 
uTlie committee likewise charged seven luuulred lliousand 
pOUmk to die King on acxoimt oj' the winter and summer 
saved iluring two years and ten months tliat the 
toted. ^3ut this seems iidcjuitou^. Tor though that 
m usual burthen on the revenu which was then 
would not the dimiunlion of the chstoins during 
J, be an C4p\ivalent lo it f BesieV's, near diree hun- 
lid f(.>rty tliousaiul pounds are cjiriigial tor prize- 
Imiey, which jn diaps tin* King th'uigiil .be iuight not (o 
account for. i'iiv\.c aiui cwced d»o jaillkm and a iiali. 
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NOTE [O], p. 463. ' ' , 

/^OURVILLE said in his Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 14.- 
67 , that Charles was never sincere in ihe triple ah 
'liaiice; and that, having entertained a violent animosity 
against Oe Wit, he endeavoured by ihifj artifice to detach 
him tVoiii tlic French ailhnice, with a view of afterwards 
finding an opportunity to satiate his vengeance upon him. 
This account, though very lillie honotirable to the King’s • 
memory, seems probable fi\'\»i events, as well as from 
the authority of the /lutlior. ^ 
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